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CHAPTER  L 

jVb  subject  more  pleasing  than  that  qf  the  removal 
of  evils^^ Evils  have  existed  almost  from  the  be^ 
ginning  of  tlie  world — but  there  is  a  power  in 
our  nature  to  counteract  them— this  power  in^ 
creased  by  Christianity — of  the  etnls  removed 
by  Christianity .  one  of  the  greatest  is  the  Slave* 
trade — The  joy  we  ought  to  feel  on  its  abolition 
from  a  contemplation  qf  the  nature  of  it — and 
qfthe  exWit.  of  it — and  of  tlue  difficulty  of  sub'* 
duing  it — Usefulness  also  qf  the  contemplation 
of  this  subjects 

I  SCARCELY  know  of  any  subject,  the  con- 
templation of  which  is  more  pleasing  than 
that  of  the  correction  or  of  the  removal  of 
any  of  the  acknowledged  evils  of  life  j  for 
while  we  rejoice  to  think  that  the  suiFerings 
VOL.  I.  B  of 
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of  our  fellow- creatures  have  been  thus,  in  znj 
instance,,  relieved,  we  must  rejoice  equally 
to  thiqjc  that  our  own  moral  condition 
must  have  been  necessarily  improved  by  the 
change. 

That  evils,  both  physical  and  moral,  have 
existed  long  upon  earth  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  One  of  the  sacred  writers,  to  whom 
we  more  immediately  appeal  for  the  early 
history  of  mankind,  informs  us  that  the  state 
of  our  first  parents  was  a  state  of  innocence 
and  happiness ;  but  that,  soon  after  their 
creation,  sin  and  misery  entered  into  the 
world.  The  Poets  in  their  fables,  most  of 
which,  however  extravagant  they  may  seem, 
had  their  origin  in  truth,  speak  the  same 
language.  Some  of  these  represent  the  first 
condition  of  man  by  the  figure  of  the  golden, 
and  his  subsequent  degeneracy  and  subjec- 
tiou  to  suffering  by  that  of  the  silver,  and 
afterwards  of  the  iron,  age.  Others  tell  us 
that  the  first  female  was  made  of  clay ;  tliat 
she  was  called  Pandora,  because  every  neces- 
sary gift,  qualification,  or  endowment,  was 
given  to  her  by  the  Gods,  but  that  she  re- 
ceived from  Jupiter  at  the  same  time,  a  box, 
from  which,  when  opened,  a  multitude  of 

disorders 
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disorders  sprung,  and  that  these  spread 
themselves  immediately  afterwards  among 
all  of  the  human  race.  Thus  it  appears, 
whatever  authorities  we  consult,  that  those 
which  may  be  termed  the  evils  of  life  ex* 
isted  in  the  earliest  times.  And  what  does 
subsequent  history,  combined  with  our  own 
experience,  tell  us,  but  that  these  have  been 
continued,  or  that  they  have  come  down,  in 
different  degrees,  through  successive  gene-^ 
rations  of  men,  in  all  the  known  countries 
of  the  universe,  to  the  present  day  ? 

But  though  the  inequality  visible  in  the 
different  conditions  of  life,  and  the  passions 
interwoven  into  our  nature,  (bodi  which 
have  been  allotted  to  us  for  wise  purposes, 
and  without  which  we  could  not  easily  af- 
ford a  proof  of  the  existence  of  that  which 
is  denominated  virtue,)  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  vice  and  wretchedness  among  iis, 
yet  we  ^ee  in  this  our  constitution  what 
may  operate  partially  as  preventives  and 
correctives  of  them.  If  there  be  a  radical 
propensity  in  our  nature  to  do  that  which  is 
wrong,  there  is  on  the  other  hand  a  counter- 
acting power  within  it,  or  an  impulse,  by 
means  of  the  action  of  the  Divine  Spirit 

B  2  upon 
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quently  inculcated  benevolence,  we  have  no 
reason  to  conclude  from  any  facts  they  have 
left  us,  that  persons  in  their  days  did  any 
thing  more  than  occasionally  relieve  an  un- 
fortunate object,  who  might  present  himself 
before  them,  or  that,  however  they  might 
deplore  tlie  existence  of  public  evils  among 
them,  they  joined  in  associations  for  their 
suppression,  or  tha(  they  carried  their  cha- 
rity, as  bodies  of  men,  into  other  kingdoms. 
To '  Christianity  alone  we  are  indebted  for 
the :  new  and  sublime  spectacle  of  seeing 
men  going  beyond  the  bounds  of  individual 
usefulness  to  each  other — of  seeing  them 
associate  for  the  extirpation  of  private  and 
public  misery — and  of  seeing  them  carry 
their  charity,  as  a  united  brotherhood,  into 
distant  lands.  And  in  this  wider  field 
of  benevolence  it  would  be  unjust  not  to 
confess,  that  no  country  has  shone  with 
more  true  lustre  than  our  own,  there  being 
scarcely  any  case  of  acknowledged  affliction, 
for  wlxich  some  of  her  Christian  children 
have  not  united  in  an  attempt  to  provide 

relief. 

Among  the  evils,  corrected  or  subdued, 
either  by  the  general  influence  of  Christianity 

on 
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on  the  minds  of  men,  or  by  particular  asso« 
ciations  of  Christians,  the  African  *  Slave-- 
trade  appears  to  me  to  have  occupied  the 
foremost  place.  The  abolition  of  it,  there- 
fore, of  which  it  has  devolved  upon  me  to 
write  the  history,  should  be  accounted  as 
one  of  the  greatest  blessings,  and,  as  such, 
should  be  one  of  the  most  copious  sources 
of  our  joy.  Indeed  I  know  of  no  evil,  the 
removal  of  which  should  excite  in  us  a 
higher  degree  of  pleasure.  For  in  consi« 
derations  of  this  kind,  are  we  not  usually 
influenced  by  circumstances  ?  Are  not  our 
feelings  usually  afiected  according  to  the 
situation,  or  the  magnitude,  or  the  import- 
ance of  these?  Are  they  not  more  or  lesa 
elevated  as  the  evil  under  our  contemplation 
has  been  more  or  less  productive  of  misery^ 
or  more  or  less  productive  of  guilt?  Are 
they  not  more  or  less  elevated,  again,  as  we 
have  foimd  it  more  or  less  considerable  in 
extent?  Our  sensations  will  undoubtedly  be 
in  proportion  to  such  circumstances,  or  our 

♦  Slavery  had  been  before  annihilated  by  Christianity, 
I  mean  in  the  Wesi  of  Europe,  at  the  close  of  the  twelfth 
iientur)'. 

joy 
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joy  to  the  appretiation  or  mensuratioti  of 
the  evil  which  has  been  removed. 

To  value  the  blessing  of  the  abolition  as 
we  ought,  or  to  appretiate  the  joy  and  gra- 
titude wliich  we  ought  to  feel  concerning  it, 
we  must  enter  a  little  into  the  circumstances 
of  the  trade.  Our  statement,  however,  of 
these  needs  not  be  long.  A  few  pages  will 
do  all  that  is  necwsary  !  A  glance  only  into 
such  a  subject  as  this  will  be  sufficient  to 
affect  the  heart — to  arouse  our  indignation 
and  our  pity, — and  to  teach  us  the  import- 
ance of  the  victory  obtained.. 

The  first  subject  for  consideration,  to- 
wards enabling  us  to  make  the  estimate  in 
question,  will  be  that  of  the  nature  of  the 
evil  belonging  to  the  Slave-trade.  This  may 
be  seen  by  examining  it  in  three  points  of 
view : — First,  As  it  has  been  proved  to  arise 
on  the  continent  of  Africa  in  the  course  of 
reducing  the  inhabitants  of  it  to  slavery  y— 
Secondly,  In  the  course  of  conveying  them 
from  thence  to  the  lands  or  colonies  of  other 
nations ; — And  Thirdly,  In  continuing  them 
there  as  slaves. 

To  see  it  as  it  has  been  shpwn  to  arise  in 

the 
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tiie  fi^at  C9se,  let  ixs  suppose  ouraelYCs  on  the 
Continent  jus^  inendonecL  Well  chen^— Wo 
are  landed — ^We  are  already  upon  our  tra- 
vels— ^We  have  just  passed  through  one  fo« 
rest^-f*We  are  now  come  to  a  more  open 
place,  which  indicates  an  approach  .to  habi-p 
tation.  And  what  object  is  that,  which 
first  obtrudes  itself  upon  our  sight  ?  Who 
is  that  wretched  woman,  whom  wc  discover 
under  that  noble  tree,  wringing  her  bands, 
and  be^ng  her  breast,  as  if  in  the  agonies 
of  despair  ?  Three  days  has  she  been  there 
at  intervals  to  look  and  to  watch,  and  this 
is  the  fourth  morning,  and  no  tidings  of 
her  children  yet.  Beneath  its  spreading 
boughs  they  were  accustomed  to  play — But 
alas !  the  savage  man-stealer  interrupted  their 
playful  mirth,  and  l^as  taken  them  for  ever 
from  her  sight. 

But  Ipt  us  leave  the  cries  of  this  unfortu- 
nate woman,  and  hasten  into  another  di- 
strict :-r-And  what  do  we  first  see  here  ?  Who 
is  he,  that  just  noyr  started  across  the  nar- 
row pathway,  as  if  afraid  of  a  human  face  ? 
What  is  that  sudden  rustling  among  the 
leaves  ?  Why  are  those  persons  flying  from 
pur  approach,  and  hiding  themselves  in  yon 

darkest 
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darkest  thicket  ?  Behold,  as  we  get  into  the 
plidn,  a  deserted  village !  The  rice-field  has 
been  just  trodden  down  around  it.  An  aged 
man,  venerable  by  his  silver  beard,  lies 
wounded  and  dying  near  the  threshold  of 
his  hut»  War,  suddenly  instigated  by 
avarice,  has  just  visited  the  dwellings  which 
we  see.  The  old  have  been  butchered,  be- 
cause  unfit  for. slavery,  and  the  young  have 
been  carried  ofi^,  except  such  as  have  fallen 
in  the  conflict,  or  have  escaped  among  the 
woods  behind  us« 

,  But  let  us  hasten  from  this  cruel  scene, 
which  gives  rise  to  so  many  melancholy  re- 
flections.  Let  us  cross  yon  distant  river, 
and  enter  into  some  new  domain.  But  are 
we  relieved  even  here  from  afilicting  specta- 
cles ?  Look  at  that  immense  crowd,  which 
appears  to  be  gathered  in  a  ring.  See  the 
accused  innocent  in  the  middle.  The  ordeal 
of  poisonous  water  has  been  administered  to 
him,  as  a  test  of  his  innocence  or  his  guilt. 
He  begins  to  be  sick,  and  pale.  Alas !  yon 
mournful  shriek  of  his  relatives  confirms 
that  the  loss  of  his  freedom  is  now  sealed* 
.  And  whither  shall  we  go  now?  The  night 
is  approaching  &s&      Let    us   find  some 

friendly 
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friendly  hut,  where  sleep  may  make  ns  for- 
get for  a  while  the  sorrows  of  the  day.  Be- 
hold a  hospitable  native  ready  to  receive  us 
at  his  door !  Let .  us  avail  ourselves  of  his 
kindness.  And  now  let  us  give  ourselves  to 
repose.  But  why,  when  our  eyelids  are 
but  just  closed,  do  we  find  ourselves  thus 
suddenly  awakened  ?  What  is  the  nteaning 
of  the  noise  around  us,  of  the  trampling  of 
people's  feet,  of  the  rustling  of  the  bow,  the 
quiver,  and  the  lance  ?  Let  us  rise  up  and 
inquire.  Behold  !  the  inhabitants  are  alt 
alarmed!  A  wakeful  woman  has  shown 
them  yon  distant  column  of  smoke  and 
blaze.  The  neighbouring  village  is  on  fire. 
The  prince,  unfaithful  to  the  sacred  duty  of 
the  protection  of  his  subjects,  has  surrounded 
them.  He  is  now  burning  their  habitations, 
and  seizing,  as  saleable  booty,  the  fugitives 
from  the  flames. 

Such  then  are  some  of  the  scenes  that 
have  been  passing  in  Africa  in  consequence 
of  the  existence  of  the  Slave-trade;  or  such 
is  the  nature  of  the  evil,  as  it  has  shown  it- 
self in  the  first  of  the  cases  we  have  noticed. 
Let  us  now  estimate  it  as  it  has  been  proved 
to  exist  in  the  second ;  or  let  us  examine  the 

state 
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State  of  the  unhappy  Africans,  reduced  td 
slavery  in  this  manner,  while  on  board  chi 
vessels,  which  are  to  convey  them  across  thd 
ocean  to  other  lands.  And  here  I  must  ob* 
serve  at  once,  that,  as  far  as  this  part  of  the 
evil  is  concerned,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  describe 
it.  Where  shall  I  find  words  to  express 
properly  their  sorrow,  as  arising  from  the 
reflection  of  being  parted  for  ever  from  their 
friends,  their  relatives,  and  their  country  ? 
Where  shall  I  find  language  to  paint  in  ap- 
propriate colours  the  horror  of  mind  brought 
on  by  thoughts  of  their  future  unknowa 
destination,  of  which  they  can  augur  no- 
thing but  misery  from  all  that  they  have  yet 
seen?  How  shall  I  make  known  their  situa- 
tion, while  labouring  under  painful  disease, 
or  while  struggling  in  the  suffocating  holds 
of  tlieir  prisons,  like  animals  inclosed  in  an 
exhausted  receiver  ?  How  shall  I  describe 
their  feelings  as  exposed  to  all  the  personal 
indignities,  which  lawless  appetite  or  brutal 
passion  may  suggest?  How  shall  I  exhibit 
their  sufferings  as  determining  to  refuse 
sustenance  and  die,  or  as  resolving  to  break 
their  chains,  and,  disdaining  to  live  as  slaves, 
to  punish  their  oppressors?  How  shall  I  give 

an 
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an  idea  of  their  agony,  when  iinder  various 
punishments  and  tortures  for  their  reputed 
crimes?  Indeed  every  part  of  this  subject 
defies  my  powers,  and  I  must  therefore  sa- 
tisfy myself  and  the  reader  with  a  general 
representation,  or  in  the  words  of  a  cele- 
brated member  of  Parliament,  that  "  Never 
was  so  much  human  suffering  condensed  in 
so  small  a  space/' 

I  come  now  to  the  evil,  as  it  has  been 
proved  to  arise  in  the  third  case;  or  to  con- 
sider the  situation  of  the  unhappy  victims 
of  the  trade,  when  their  painful  voyages  are 
over,  or  after  they  have  been  landed  upon 
their  destined  shores.  And  here  we  are  to 
view  them  first  under  the  degrading  light  of 
cattle.  We  are  to  see  tliem  examined,  han- 
dled, selected,  separated,  and  sold.  Alas  I 
relatives  are  separated  from  relatives,  as  if, 
like  cattle,  they  had  no  rational  intellect,  no 
power  of  feeling  the  nearness  of  relation- 
ship, nor  sense  of  the  duties  belonging  to 
the  ties  of  life  !  We  are  next  to  see  them  la- 
bouring, and  this  for  the  benefit  of  those, 
to  whom  they  are  under  no  obligation,  by 
any  law  either  natural  or  divine,  to  obey. 
We  are  to  see  them,  if  refusing  the  com- 
mands 
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mands  of  their  purchasers,  however  wearf, 
or  feeble,  or  indisposed,  subject  to  corporal 
punishments,  and,  if  forcibly  resisting  them^ 
to  death*  We  are  to  see  them  in  a  state  of 
general  degradation  and  misery.  The  know- 
ledge, which  their  oppressors  have  of  their 
own  crime  in  having  violated  the  rights  of 
nature,  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  injured 
to  seek  all  opportunities  of  revenge,  produces 
a  fear,  which  dictates  to  them  the  necessity 
of  a  system  of  treatment  by  which  they  shall 
keep  up  a  wide  distinction  between  the  two, 
and  by  which  the  noble  feelings  of  the  lat- 
ter  shall  be  kept  down,  and  their  spirits 
broken.  We  are  to  see  them  again  subject 
to  individual  persecution,  as  anger,  or  ma- 
lice, or  any  bad  passion  may  suggest. 
Hence  the  whip — the  chain — the  iron-collar. 
Hence  the  various  modes  of  private  torture, 
of  which  so  many  accounts  have  been  truly 
given.  Nor  can  such  horrible  cruelties  be 
discovered  so  as  to  be  made  ^punishable, 
while  the  testimony  of  any  number  of  the 
oppressed  is  invalid  against  the  oppressors, 
however  they  may  be  ofiences  against  the 
laws.  And,  lastly,  we  are  to  see  their  inno- 
cent offspring,  against  whose  personal  li- 
berty 
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berty  the  shadow  of  an  argument  cannot 
be  advanced.  Inheriting  all  the  miseries  of 
their  parents'  lot. 

The  evil  then,  as  far  as  it  has  been  hi- 
therto viewed,  presents  to  us  in  its  three 
several  departments  a  measure  of  human 
sufiering  not  to  be  equalled — not  to  be 
calculated— not  to  be  described.  But  would 
that  we  could  consider  this  part  of  the 
subject  as  dismissed!  Would  that  in  each 
of  the  departments  now  examined  there 
was  no  counterpart  left  us  to  contem- 
plate !  But  this  cannot  be.  For  if  there 
be  persons,  who  suflfer  unjustly,  there  must 
be  others,  who  oppress.  And  if  there  be 
those  who  oppress,  there  must  be  to  the 
suffering,  which  has  been  occasioned,  a 
corresponding  portion  of  immorality  or 
guilt. 

We  are  obliged  then  to  view  the  counter- 
part of  the  evil  in  question,  before  we  can 
make  a  proper  estimate  of  the  nature  of  it. 
And,  in  examining  this  part  of  it,  we  shall 
find  that  we  have  a  no  less  frightful  picture 
to  behold  than  in  the  former  cases  ;  or  that, 
while  the  miseries  endured  by  the  unfortu- 
nate Africans  excite  our  pity  on  the  one 
VOL.  I.  c  hand, 
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hand,  the  vices,  which  are  connected  with 
them,  provoke  our  indignation  and  ^bhor^ 
rence  on  the  other.  The  Slave-trade,  in  this 
point  of  view,  must  strike  us  as  an  immense 
mass  of  eyil  on  account  of  the  criminaHty 
attached  to  it,  as  displayed  in  the  various 
branches  of  it,  which  have  already  been  ex-f 
jmined.  For,  to  take  the  counterpart  of 
the  evil  in  the  first  of  these,  can  we  say, 
phat  no  mpral  turpitude  is  to  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  those,  who  living  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Africa  give  birth  to  the  enormities, 
which  take  place  in  consequence  of.the  pro- 
secution of  this  trade?  Is  not  that  man  made 
morally  worse,  who  is  induced  to  become  a 
tiger  to  his  species,  or  who,  instigated  by 
avarice,  lies  in  wait  in  the  tliicket  to  get 
possession  of  his  fellow-man  ?  Is  no  injustice 
manifest  in  the  land,  where  the  prince,  un- 
faithful to  his  duty,  seizes  his  innocent  sub- 
jjscts,  and  sells  them  for  slaves?  Are  no  mo- 
ral evils  produced  among  those  communi- 
ties, which  make  war  upon  other  commu- 
nities for  the  sake  of  plunder,  ancl  without 
^ny  previous  provocation  or  offence  ?  Does 
no  crime  attach  to  those,  who  accuse  others 
falsely,  or  who  multiply  and  divide  crimes  for 

the 


ABOLITIOK  OF  THE  SLAVE-TRADE.  19 

the  sake  of  the  profit  of  the  punishment,  and 
^ho  for  the  same  reason  continue  the  use 
of  barbarous  and  absurd  ordeals  as  a  test  of 
innocence  or  guilt  ? 

In  the  second  of  these  branches  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  evil  is  to  be  seen  in  the  conduct 
of  those,  who  purchase  the  miserable  natives 
in  their  own  country,  and  convey  them  to 
distant  lands.  And  here  questions,  similar 
to  the  former,  may  be  asked.  Do  they  ex- 
perience no  corruption  of  their  nature,  or 
become  chargeable  with  no  violation  of 
right,  who,  when  they  go  with  their  ships 
to  this  continent,  know  the  enormities  which 
their  visits  there  will  occasion,  who  buy 
their  fellow-creature  man,  and  this,  knowing 
the  way  in  which  he  comes  into  their  hands, 
and  who  chain,  and  imprison,  and  scourge 
him  ?  Do  the  moral  feelings  of  those  per- 
sons escape  without  injury,  whose  hearts 
are  hardened  ?  And  can  the  hearts  of  those 
be  otherwise  than  hardened,  who  are  fami- 
liar with  the  tears  and  groans  of  innocent 
strangers  forcibly  torn  away  from  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  them  in  life,  who  are 
accustomed  to  see  them  on  board  their  ves* 
sels  in  a  state  of  suffbcation  and  in  the  ago- 

Q  2  nies 
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nies  of  despair,  and  who  are  themselves  in 
the  habits  of  the  cruel  use  of  arbitrary 
power  ? 

The  counterpart  of  the  evil  in  its  third 
branch  is  to  be  seen  in  the  conduct  of  those, 
who,  when  these  miserable  people  have  been 
landed,  purchase  and  carry  them  to  their 
respective  homes.  And  let  us  see  whether 
a  mass  of  wickedness  is  not  generated  also 
in  the  present  case.  Can  those  have  nothing 
to  answer  for,  who  separate  the  faithful  ties 
which  nature  and  religion  have  created? 
Can  their  feelings  be  otherwise  than  cor- 
rupted, who  consider  their  fellow-creatures 
as  brutes,  or  treat  those  as  cattle,  who  may 
become  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
in  whom  the  Divinity  disdains  not  himself 
to  dwell  ?  Is  there  no  injustice  in  forcing 
men  to  labour  without  wages  ?  Is  there  no 
breach  of  duty,  when  we  are  conunanded 
to  clothe  the  naked,  and  feed  the  hungry, 
and  visit  the  sick  and  in  prison,  in  exposing 
them  to  want,  in  torturing  them  by  cruel 
punishment,  and  in  grinding  them  down 
by  hard  labour,  so  as  to  shorten  their  days  ? 
Is  there  no  crime  in  adopting  a  system, 
which  keeps  down  all  the  noble  faculties  of 

their 
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their  souls,  and  which  positively  debases  and 
corrupts  their  nature  ?  Is  there  no  crime  in 
perpetuating  these  evils  among  their  innocent 
offspring  ?  And  finally,  besides  all  these 
crimes,  is  there  not  naturally  in  the  familiar 
sight  of  the  exercise,  but  more  especially  ih 
the  exercise  itself,  of  uncontrolled  power,  that 
which  vitiates  the  internal  man  ?  In  seeing 
misery  stalk  daily  over  the  land,  do  not  all 
become  insensibly  hardened?  By  giving 
birth  to  that  misery  themselves,  do  they  not 
become  abandoned  ?  In  what  state  of  so- 
ciety are  the  corrupt  appetites  so  easily,  so 
quickly,  and  so  frequently  indulged^  and 
where  else,  by  means  of  frequent  indul- 
gence, do  these  experience  such  a  monstrous 
growth  ?  Where  else  is  the  temper  subject 
to  such  frequent  irritation,  or  passion  to 
such  little  control  ?  Yes — If  the  unhappy 
slave  is  in  an  unfortunate  situation,  so  is  thft 
tyrant  who  holds  him.  Action  and  re- 
action are  equal  to  each  other,  as  well  in  the 
moral  as  in  the  natural  world.  You  cannot 
exercise  an  improper  dominion  over  a  fellow- 
creature,  but  by  a  wise  ordering  of  Provi- 
dence you  must  necessarily  injure  yourself. 
Having  now  considered  the  nature  of  die 

evil 
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evil  of  the  Slave-trade  in  its  tliree  separate 
departments  of  suffering,  and  in  its  corre- 
sponding counterparts  of  guilt,  I  shall  make 
a  few  observations  on  the  extent  of  it. 

On  this  subject  it  must  strike  us,  that 
the  misery  and  the  crimes  included  in  the 
evil,  as  it  has  beeil  found  in  Africa,  were 
not  like  common  maladies,  which  make  a 
short  or  periodical  visit  and  then  are  gone, 
but  that  they  were  continued  daily.  Nor 
were  they  like  diseases,  which  from  local 
causes  attack  a  village  or  a  town,  and  by  the 
skill  of  the  physician,  under  the  blessing  of 
Providence,  are  removed,  but  they  affected 
a  whole  continent.  The  trade  with  all  its 
horrors  began  at  the  river  Senegal,  and  con- 
tinued, winding  with  the  coast,  through 
its  several  geographical  divisions  to  Cape 
Negro ;  a  distance  of  more  than  three  thou- 
sand miles.  In  various  lines  or  paths  form- 
ed at  right  angles  from  the  shore,  and  pass- 
ing into  the  heart  of  the  country,  slaves 
were  procured  and  brought  down.  The 
distance,  which  many  of  them  travelled, 
was  immense.  Those,  who  have  been  in 
Africa,  have  assured  us,  that  they  came  as 
far  as  from  the  sources  of  their  largest  ri- 

vers^ 
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Vers,  which  vre  know  to  be  many  hundred 
miles  in-land,  and  the  natives  have  told  us, 
in  their  Way  of  computation,  that  they  came 
a  journey,  of  many  moons* 

It  must  strike  us  again,  that  the  njisery 
and  the  crimes,  included  in  the  evil,  as  it 
has  been  shown  in  the  transportation^  had 
no  ordinary  boimds.  They  were  not  to  be 
seen  in  the  crossing  of  a  river^  but  of  an 
ocean.  They  did  not  begin  in  the  morn* 
ing  and  end  at  nighr,  but  were  continued 
for  many  weeks,  and  sometimes  by  casual* 
ties  for  a  quarter  of  the  yean  They  were 
not  limited  to  the  precincts  of  a  solitary 
ship,  but  were  spread  among  m^ny  vessels ; 
and  these  were  so  constantly  passing,  that 
the  ocean  itself  never  ceased  to  be  a  witness 
of  their  existence. 

And  it  must  strike  us  finally,  that  the 
misery  and  crimes,  included  in  the  evil  as 
it  has  been  found  in  foreign  lands,  were  not 
confined  within  the  shores  of  a  little  island. 
Most  of  the  islands  of  a  continent,  and 
many  of  these  of  considerable  population 
and  extent,  were  filled  with  them.  And  tha 
continent  itself,  to  which  these  geographi- 
cally belong,  was  widely  polluted  by  their 
4  domain. 
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domain.  Hence,  if  we  were  to  take  the 
vast  extent  of  space  occupied  by  these  crimes 
and  sufferings  from  the  heart  of  Africa  to 
its  shores,  and  that  which  they  filled  on 
the  continent  of  America  and  the  islands 
adjacent,  and  were  to  join  the  crimes  and 
suflferings  in  one  to  those  in  the  other  by 
the  crimes  and  sufferings  which  took  place 
in  the  track  of  the  vessels  successively 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  we  should  behold  a 
vast  belt  as  it  were  of  physical  and  moral 
evil,  reaching  through  land  and  ocean  to 
the  length  of  nearly  half  the  circle  of  tha. 
globe. 

The  next  view,  which  I  shall  take  of  this 
evil,  will  be  as  it  relates  to  the  difficulty  of 
subduing  it. 

This  difficulty  may  be  supposed  to  have 
been  more  than  ordinarily  great.  Many 
evils  of  a  public  nature,  which  existed  in 
former  times,  were  the  offspring  of  igno* 
ranee  and  superstition,  and  they  were  sub- 
dued of  course  by  the  progress  of  light  and 
knowledge.  But  the  evil  in  question  be- 
gan in  avarice.  It  was  nursed  also  by 
worldly  interest.  It  did  not  therefore  so 
easily  yield  to  the  usual  correctives  of  dis- 

.   orders 
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orders  in  the  world.  We  may  observe  also, 
that  the  interest  by  which  it  was  thus  sup- 
ported, was  not  that  of  a  few  individuals, 
nor  of  one  body,,  but  of  many  bodies  of 
men.  It  was  interwoven  again  into  the 
system  of  the  commerce  and  of  the  reve- 
nue of  nations.  Hence  the  merchant-*-the 
planter — the  mortgagee — the  manufacturer 
^-the  politician — the  legislator — the  cabinet- 
minister — lifted  up  their  voices  against  the 
annihiladon  of  it.  For  these  reasons  the 
Slave-trade  may  be  considered,  like  the  fa- 
bulous hydra,  to  have  had  a  hundred  heads, 
every  one  of  which  it  was  necessary  to  cut 
off  before  it  could  be  subdued.  And  as 
none  but  Hercules  was  fitted  to  conquer  the 
one,  so  nothing  less  than  extraordinary  pru- 
dence, courage,  labour,  and  patience,  could 
overcome  the  other.  To  protection  in  this 
manner  by  his  hundred  interests  it  was  ow- 
ing, that  the  monster  stalked  in  security  for 
so  long  a  time.  He  stalked  too  in  the  open 
day,  committing  his  mighty  depredations. 
And  when  good  men,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  mark  him  as  the  object  of  their  destruc- 
tion, began  to  assail  him,  he  did  not  fly,  but 

gnashed 
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gnashed  his  teeth  at  them,  growling  savagely 
at  the  same  time,  and  putting  himself  into 
a  posture  of  defiance. 

We  see  then,  in  whatever  light  we  con- 
sider the  Slave-trade,  whether  we  examine 
into  the  nature  of  it,  or  whether  we  look 
into  the  extent  of  it,  or  whether  we  estimate 
the  difficulty  of  subduing  it,  we  must  con- 
clude that  no  ^vil  more  monstrous  has  ever 
existed  upon  earth.  But  if  so,  then  we  have 
proved  the  truth  of  the  position,  that  the 
abolition  of  it  ought  to  be  accounted  by  us 
as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  most  copious  sources 
of  our  joy.  Indeed  I  do  not  know^  how  we 
can  sufficiently  express  what  we  ought  to 
feel  upon  this  occasion.  It  becomes  us  as 
individuals  to  rejoice.  It  becomes  us  as  a 
nation  to  rejoice.  It  becomes  us  even  to 
perpetuate  our  joy  to  our  posterity.  I  do 
not  mean  however  by  anniversaries,  which 
are  to  be  celebrated  by  the  ringing  of  bells 
and  convivial  meetings,  but  by  handing 
down  this  great  event  so  impressively  to  our ' 
children,  as  to  raise  in  them,  if  not  conti- 
nual, yet  frequently  renewed  thanksgivings, 

to 
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to  the  great  Creator  of  the  universe,  for  the 
manifestation  of  this  his  favour,  in  having 
disposed  our  legislators  to  take  away  such 
a  portion  of  suffering  from  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, and  such  a  load  of  guilt  from  our 
native  land. 

And  as  the  contemplation  of  the  removal 
of  this  monstrous  evil  should  excite  in  us 
the  most  pleasing  and  grateful  sensations, 
so  the  perusal  of  the  history  of  it  should  af- 
ford us  lessons,  wliich  it  must  be  useful  to 
us  to  kno^  or  to  be  reminded  of.  For  it  can- 
not be  otherwise  than  useful  to  us  to  know 
the  means  which  have  been  used,  and  the 
different  persons  who  have  moved,  in  so 
great  a  cause.  It  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
useful  to  us  to  be  impressively  reminded  of 
the  simple  axiom,  which  the  perusal  of  this 
history  will  particularly  suggest  to  us,  that 
"  the  greatest  works  must  have  a  begin- 
ning;" because  the  fostering  of  such  an 
idea  in  our  minds  cannot  but  encourage  us 
to  undertake  the  removal  of  evils,  however 
vast  they  may  appear  in  their  size,  or  how- 
ever difficult  to  overcome.  It  cannot  again 
be  otherwise  than  useful  to  us  to  be  assured 

(and 
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(and  this  history  will  assure  us  of  it)  that 
in  any  work,  which  is  a  work  of  righteous- 
ness, however  small  the  beginning  may  be, 
or  however  small  the  progress  may  be  that 
we  may  make  in  it,  we  ought  never  to  de* 
spair;  for  that,  whatever  checks  and  dis- 
couragements we  may  meet  with,  "  no  vir- 
tuous effort  is  ever  ultimately  lost."  And 
finally,  ic  cannot  be  otherwise  than  useful 
to  us  to  form  the  opinion,  which  the  con- 
templation of  this  subject  must  always  pro- 
duce, namely,  that  many  of  the  evils,  which 
are  still  left  among  us,  may,  by  an  union  of 
wise  and  virtuous  individuals,  be  greatly 
alleviated,  if  not  entirely  done  away;  for 
if  the  great  evil  of  the  Slave-trade,  so  deeply 
entrenched  by  its  hundred  interests,  has 
fallen  prostrate  before  the  efforts  of  those 
who  attacked  it,  what  evil  of  a  less  magni- 
tude shall  not  be  more  easily  subdued? 
O  may  reflections  of  this  sort  always  enliven 
us,  always  encourage  us,  always  stimulate 
us  to  our  duty !  May  we  never  cease  to 
believe,  that  many  of  the  miseries  of  life 
are  still  to  be  remedied,  or  to  rejoice  th^y: 
we  may  be  permitted,  if  we  will  only  make 

ourselves 
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ourselves  worthy  by  our  endeavours,  to  heal 
them !  May  we  encourage  for  this  purpose 
every  generous  sympathy  that  arises  in  our 
hearts,  as  the  ofispring  of  the  Divine  influ* 
ence  for  our  good,  convinced  that  we  are 
not  bom  for  ourselves  alone,  and  that  the 
Divinity  never  so  fiilly  dwells  in  us,  as  when 
we  do  his  will ;  and  that  we  never  do  his 
will  more  agreeably,  as  far  as  it  has  been 
revealed  to  us,  than  when  we  employ  our 
time  in  works  of  charity  towards  the  rest 
of  our  fellow-creatures  ! 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


As  it  is  desirable  to  know  ike  true  sources  of  events 
in  history  J  so  this  will  be  realized  in  that  oftlie 
abolition  of  the  Slave-trade — Inquiry  as  to 
those  xvho  favoured  the  xause  of  tfie  jlfricans 
previously  to  the  year  1787 — All  these  to  be  coiu 
sidered  as  necessary  forerunners  in  that  cause-^ 
First  forerunners  were  Cardinal  Ximenes — the 
Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth — Pope  Leo  the  Tenth 
— Elizabeth  queen  of  England — Louis  the 
Thirteenth  of  France^  ' 

It  would  be  considered  by  many,  who 
have  stood  at  the  piouth  of  a  river,  and  wit- 
nessed its  torrent  there,  to  be  both  an  in- 
teresting and  a  pleasing  journey  to  go  to  the 
fountain-head,  and  then  to  travel  on  its 
banks  downwards,  and  to  mark  the  different 
streams  in  each  side,  which  should  run  into 
it  and  feed  it.  So  I  presume  the. reader  will 
not  be  a  little  interested  and  entertained  in 
viewing  with  me  the  course  of  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave-trade,  in  first  finding  its  source, 
and  then  in  tracing  the  difierent  springs 
which  have  contributed  to  its  increase. 
And  here  I  xnay  observe  that,  in  doing  this, 

we 
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vre  shall  have  advantages,  which  histo* 
rians  have  not  always  had  in  developing 
the  causes  of  things.  Many  have  handed 
down  to  us  events,  for  the  production  of 
which  they  have  given  us  but  their  own 
conjectures.  There  has  been  often  indeed 
such  a  distance  between  the  events  them*^ 
selves  and  the  Uves  of  those  who  have  re- 
corded them,  that  the  different  means  and 
motives  belonging  to  them  have  been  lost 
through  time.  On  the  present  occasion, 
however,  we  shall  have  the  peculiar  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  we  communicate 
the  truth,  or  that  those,  which  we  unfold, 
are  the  trup  causes  and  means.  For  the  most 
remote  of  all  the  human  springs,  which  can 
be  traced  as  having  any  bearing  upon  tha 
great  event  in  question,  will  fall  within  the 
period  of  three  centuries,  and  the  most 
powerful  of  them  within  the  last  twenty 
years.  These  circumstances  indeed  have 
had  their  share  in  inducing  me  to  engage  in 
the  present  history.  Had  I  measured  it  by 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  I  had  been 
deterred :  but  believing  that  most  readera 
love  the  truth,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  the 
pbject  of  ^1  writers  to  promote  it,  and  be-r 

lieving 
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nients  in  Africa  into  the  Spanish  colonies  In 
America.  In  1511,  Ferdinand  the  Fifth,  king 
of  Spain,  permitted  them  to  be  carried  in 
greater  numbers.  Ferdinand,  however,  must 
have  been  ignorant  in  these  early  times  of 
die  piratical  manner  in  which  the  Portu- 
giiese  had  procured  them.  He  could  have 
known  ^nothing  of  their  treatment  when  in 
bondage,  nor  could  he  have  viewed  tlie  few 
•uncertain  adventurous  transportations  of 
them  into  his.  dominions  in  the  western 
world,  in  the  light  of  a  regular  trade.  After 
his  death,  however,  a  proposal  was  made  by- 
Bartholomew  de  las  Casas,  the  bishop  of 
Chiapa,  to  Cardinal  Ximenes,  who  held  the 
reins  of  the  governnient  of  Spain  till  Charles 
the  Fifth  came  to  the  throne,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  regular  system  of  commerce 
in  the  persons  of  the  native  Africans.  The 
object  of  Bartholomew  de  las  Casas  was  un- 
doubtedly to  save  the  American  Indians, 
whose  cruel  treatment  and  almost  extirpation 
he  had  witnessed  during  his  residence  among 
them,  and  in  whose  behalf  he  had  under- 
taken a  voyage  to  the  court  of  Spain.  It  is 
difficult  to  reconcile  this  proposal  with  the 

humane 
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humane  and  charitable  spirit  of  the  bishop 
of  Chiapa.  But  it  is  probable  he  believed 
that  a  code  of  laws  would  soon  be  esta^ 
blished  in  favour  both  of  Africans  and  of 
the  natives  in  the  Spanish  settlements,  and 
that  he  flattered  himself  that,  being  about  t^ 
return  and  to  live  in  the  country  of  their 
slavery,  he  could  look  to  the  execution  of  it. 
The  <:ardina1,  however,  with  a  foresight,  a 
benevolence,  and  a  justice,  which  will  al* 
ways  do  honour  to  his  memory,  refused  the 
proposal,  not  only  judging  it  to  be  unlawful 
to  consign  innocent  people  to  slavery  at  all, 
bilt  to  be  very  inconsistent  to  deliver  the 
inhabitants  of  one  country  from  a  state  of 
misery  by  consigning  to  it  those  of  another. 
Ximenes  therefore  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  first  great  friends  of  the  Africans  after 
the  partial  beginning  of  the  trade. 

This  answer  of  the  cardinal,  as  it  showed 
his  virtue  as  an  individual,  so  it  was  pecu- 
liarly honourable  to  him  as  a  public  man, 
and  ought  to  operate  as  a  lesson  to  other 
statesmen,  how  they  adqiit  any  thing  new 
among  political  regulations  and  establish- 
ments, which  is  connected  in  the  smallest 
degree  with  injustice.     For  evil,  when  once 

D  2  sanctioned 
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sanctioned  by  governments,  spreads  in  a  ten-^ 
fold  degree,   and  may,  unless    seasonably 
checked,  become  so  ramified,  as  to  a£[ect  the 
reputation  of  a  country,  and  to  render  its 
own  removal  scarcely  possible  without  de- 
triment to  the  political  concerns  of  the  states 
In  no  instance  has  this  been  verified  more 
than  in  the  case  of  the  Slave-trade.     Never 
was  our  national  character  more  tarnished, 
and  our  prosperity  more  clouded  by  guilt. 
Never  was  there  a  monster  more  difiicult  to 
lubdue.     Even  they,  who  heard  as  it  were 
the  shrieks  of  oppression,  and  wished  to  as- 
sist the  suflPerers,  were  fearful  of  joining  inr 
tlieir  behalf.     While  they  acknowledged  the 
necessity  of  removing  one  evil,  they  were 
terrified   by   the    prospect    of  introducing 
:\nother ;  and  were  therefore  only  able  to  re- 
lieve their  feelings,  by  lamenting  in  the  bit- 
terness of  their  hearts,  that  this  traffic  had 
ever  been  begun  at  aH. 

After  the  ckath  of  cardinal  Ximenes,  the 
emperor  Chailes  the  Fifth,  who  had  come 
into  power,  encouraged  the  Slave-trade.  In 
1517  he  granted  a  patent  to  one  of  bis 
Vlcmish  favourites,  containing  an  exclusivp 
right  of  importing  four  thousand  Africans 

into 
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into  America.  But  he  lived  long  enough  to 
repent  of  what  he  had  thus  inconsiderately 
done.  For  in  the  year  1542  he  made  a  code 
of  laws  for  the  better  protection  of  the  un- 
fortimate  Indians  in  his  foreign  dominions ; 
and  he  stopped  the  progress  of  African  sla- 
very by  an  order,  that  all  slaves  in  his  Ame- 
rican islands  should  be  made  free.  This  order 
was  executed  by  Pedro  de  la  Gasca.  Manu- 
mission took  place  as  well  in  Hispaniola  as  on 
the  Continent.  But  on  the  return  of  Gasc^ 
to  Spain,  and  the  retirement  of  Charles  into 
a  monastery,  slavery  wa6  revived. 

It  is  impossible  to  pass  over  this  instance 
of  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  Charles  in  all 
liis  foreign  dominions,  without  some  com- 
ments. Ft  shows  him,  first,  to  have  been  a 
friend  both  to  the  Indians  and  the  Africans, 
as  a  part  of  the  human  race.  It  shows  he 
was  ignorant  of  what  he  was  doing  when 
he  gave  his  sanction  to  this  cruel  trade. 
It  shows  when  legislators  give  one  set  of 
men  an  undue  power  over  another,  how 
quickly  they  abuse  it, — or  he  never  would 
have  found  himself  obliged  in  the  short 
space  of  twenty-five  years  to  undo  that 
which  he  bad  countenanced  as-  a  great  state* 

measure. 
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measure.  And  while  it  confirms  the  former 
lesson  to  statesmen,  of  watching  the  begin- 
nings or  principles  of  things  in  their  political 
movements,  it  should  teach  them  never  to 
persist  in  the  support  of  evils,  through  thq 
false  shame  of  being  obliged  to  confess  that; 
they  had  once  given  th^m  their  sanction,  nor 
to  delay  the  cure  of  them  because,  politically 
speaking,  neither  this  nor  that  is  the  proper 
Reason;  but  to  do  them  away  instantlv,  as 
there  can  only  be  one  fit  or  proper  time  in 
the  eye  of  religion,  namely,  on  the  convic^ 
tion  of  their  existence. 

From  the  opinions  of  cardinal  Ximenes  and 
of  the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  I  hasten  to 
that  which  was  expressed  much  about  the 
pTitne  time,  in  a  public  capacity,'  by  pope 
Leo  the  Tenth.  The  Dominicans  in  Spanish 
America,  witnessing  the  cruel  treatment 
which  the  slaves  underwent  there,  consi- 
dered slavery  as  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  the  gospel,  and  reconunended 
the  abolition  of  it.  The  Franciscans  did  not 
favour  the  former  in  this  their  scheme  of 
benevolence  ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
9,  controversy  on  this  subject  sprung  up 
between  them,  whic|i  was  carried  to  this 

pope 
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pop6  for  h'v  declsioru     Leo  exerted  himself^ 
much  to  his  honour,  in  behalf  of  the  poor 
sufierers^  and  declared  ^^  That  not  only  the 
christian  religion,  but  that   Nature  herself 
cried  out  against  a  state  of  slavery."     This 
answer  was  certainly  worthy  of  one,  who 
was    dieemed    the   head   of   the   chriscian 
church.     It  must,  however,   be   confessed 
that  it  would  have  been  strange  if  Leo,  ia 
his  situation  as  pontifi:^  had  made  a  difie- 
rent  reply.    He  could  never  have  denied  that 
God  was  no  respecter  of  persons.     He  must 
have  acknowledged  that  men  were  bound 
to  love  each  other  as  brethren.     And,  if  he 
admitted  the  doctrine,  that  all  men  were  ac- 
countable for   their    actions   hereafter,   he 
could  never  have  prevented  the  deduction, 
that  it  was  necessary  they  should  be  free. 
Nor  could  he,  as  a  man  of  high  attainments, 
living  early  in  the  sixteenth  century,  have 
been  ignorant  of  what  had  taken  place  in 
the  twelfth ;  or  that,  by  the  latter  end  of 
this   latter   century,   Christianity    had   ob- 
tained the  undisputed  honour  of  having  ex- 
tirpated  slavery  from  the  western  part  of 
the  European  world. 

From  Spain  and  Italy  I  come  to  England. 

The 
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The  first  importation  of  slaves  from  Afirica* 
by  pur  countrymen  was  in   the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  m  the   year   1562.     This  great 
princess  seems  on  the  very  commencement 
of  the  trade  to  have  questioned  its  lawful- 
ness.    She  seems  to  have  entertained  a  re- 
ligious scruple  concerning  it,  and^  indeed/ 
to  Ijiave  revolted  at  the  very  -thought  of  it. 
She  seiems  to  have  been  aware  of  the  evils 
to  which  its  continuance  might  lead,  or  that, 
if  it  were  sanctioned,  the  most  unjustifiable 
means  might  be  made  use  of  to  i»*ocure  the 
persons  of  the  natives  of  Africa.     And  in 
what  light  she  would  have  viewed  any  acts 
of  this  kind,  had  they  taken  place,  we  may 
conjecture  from  this  fact, — that  when  captain 
(afterwards  Sir   John)    Hawkins    returned 
from  his  first  voyage  to  Africa  and  Hispa- 
niola,   whither  he  had  carried  slaves,  she 
sent  for  him,  and,  as  we  learn  from  Hill's 
Naval  History,  expressed  her  concern  lest 
any  of  the  Africans  should  be  carried  off 
without  their  free  consent,   declaring  that 
^  It  would  be  detestable,  and  call  down  the 
vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  the  undertakers.'* 
Captain  Hawkins  promised  to  comply  with 
the  injunctions  pf  Elizabeth  in  this  respect* 
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But  h^  did  not  keep  his  word  ;  for  wh^n  he 
went  to  Africa  again,  he  seized  many  of  the 
inhabitants  and  carried  them  off  as  slaves^ 
which  occasioned  Hill,  in  the  account  he 
gives  of  his  second  voyage,  to  use  these  re- 
markable words : — ^*  Here  began  the  horrid 
practice  of  forcing  thfe  Africans  into  slavery^ 
an  injustice  and  barbarity,  which,  so  sure^as 
there  is  vengeance  in  heaven  for  the  worjt 
of  crimes,  will  sometime  be  the  destruction 
©f  all  who  allow  or  encourage  it"  That 
the  trade  should  have  been  suffered  to  con- 
tinue under  such  a  princess,  and  after  such 
solemn  expressions  as  those  which  she  has 
been  described  to  have  uttered,  can  be  only 
attributed  to  the  pains  taken  by  those 
concerned  in  it  to  keep  her  ignorant  of 
the  truth. 

From  England  I  now  pass  over  to  France. 
Labat,  a  Roman  missionary,  in  his  account 
of  the  isles  of  America,  mentions,  that 
Louis  the  Thirteenth  was  very  uneasy  when 
he  was  about  to  issue  the  edict,  by  which 
all  Africans  coming  into  his  colonies  were 
to  be  made  slaves,  and  that  this  uneasiness 
continued,  till  he  was  assured,  that  the  iu- 
p-oduiCtion  of  thena  in  thi$  capacity  into  his 

foreign 
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fcH'eign  dominions  was  the  readiest  way  of 
converting  them  to  the  principles  of  the 
christian  religion. 

These,  then,  were  the  first  forerunners  in 
the  great  cause  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade.  Nor  have  their  services  towards  it 
been  of  small  moment.  For,  in  the  first 
place,  they  have  enabW  those,  who  came 
after  them,  and  who  took  an  active  interest 
ia  the  same  cause,  to  state  the  great  author 
rity  of  tl^eir  opinions  and  of  their  example* 
They  have  enabled  them,  again,  to  detail  the 
history  connected  with  these,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  circiimstances  have  been 
laid  open,  which  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
know.  For  have  they  not  enabled  them  to 
«tate,  that  the  African  Slave-trade  never  would 
have  been  permitted  to  exist  but  for  the  ig- 
norance of  those  in  authority  concerning 
it — ^That  at  its  commencement  there  was  a 
jevolting  of  nature  against  it — a  suspicion — 
a  caution — a  fear — both  as  to  its  unlawful*- 
ness  and  its  effects  ?  Have  they  not  enabled 
them  to  state,  that  falsehoods  were  advanced^ 
ai>d  these  concealed  under  the  mask  of  reli- 
gion, to  deceive  those  who  had  the  power  to 
suppress  it  ?     Have  they  not  enabled  them 

to 
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to  State  that  this  trade  began  in  piracy,  and 
that  T^  was  continued  upon  the  principles  of 
force  ?  And,  finally,  have  not  they,  who  have 
been  enabled  %q  mal^e  these  statements, 
knowing  all  the  circuqEistances  connected 
with  them,  found  their  own  zeal  increased 
and  their  own  courage  and  perseverance 
strengthened  j  and  have  they  not,  by  the 
f:ommunicatiofi  of  them  to  others,  pro- 
duced many  fiien^s  and  evei>  labourers  \x^ 
jthe  c^use ) 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Forerunners  continued  to  1 787 — divided  from  this 
time  into  four  classes — First  class  consists  prin-^ 
cipally  of  persons  in  Great  Britain  of  various 
descriptions  —  Godtvyn  —  Baxter  —  Tryon  — 
Southern-T^Primatt'^^  Montesquieu — Hutcheson 
'^Sharp — Ramsay — and  a  multitude  of  ethers^ 
whose  names  and  services  follow^ 

I  HAVE  hitherto  traced  the  history  of  the 
forerunners  in  this  great  cause  only  up  to 
about  the  year  1640.'  If  I  am  to  pursue  my 
plan,  I  aiA  to  trace  it  to  the  year  1787.  But 
in  order  to  show  what  I  intend  in  a  clearer 
point  of  view,  I  shall  divide  those  who  have 
Jived  within  this  period,  and  who  will  now 
consist  of  persons  in  a  less  elevated  station, 
into  four  classes :  and  I  shall  give  to  each 
class  a  distinct  consideration  by  itself. 

Several  of  our  old  English  writers,  though 
they  have  not  mentioned  the  African  Slave^ 
trade,  or  the  slavery  consequent  upon  it,  in 
their  respective  works,  have  yet  given  their 

testimony 
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testimony  of  condemnadon  against  both* 
Thus  our  great  Milton :— * 

**  0  execrable  son,  so  to  aspire 
Above  his  brethren,  to  himself  assuming 
Authority  usurpt,  from  God  not  given ; 
He  gave  us  only  over  beast,  fish,  fowl. 
Dominion  absolute ;  that  right  we  hold 
By  his  donation  ; — but  man  over  men 
He  made  not  lord,  such  title  to  hijnself 
Reserving,  human  left  from  human  free." 

I  might  mention  bishop  Saunderson  and 
others,  who  bore  a  testimony  equally  strong 
against  the  lawfulness  of  trading  in  the  per* 
sons  of  men^  and  of  holding  them  in  bond-« 
age,  but  as  I  mean  to  confine  myself  to 
those,  who  have  favoured  the  cause  of  the 
Africans  specifically,  I  cannot  admit  their 
names  into  any  of  the  classes  which  have 
been  announced. 

Of  those  who  compose  the  first  class,  de- 
fined as  it  has  now  been,  I  cannot  name 
any  individual  who  took  a  part  in  tliis  causa 
till  between  the  years  1670  and  1680.  For 
in  the  year  1640,  and  for  a  few  years  after- 
wards, the  nature  of  the  trade  and  of  the 
slavery  was  but  little  known,  except  to  a^ 
few   individuals,   who  were    concerned   in 

them  ;? 
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them ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  these  would 
neither  endanger  theit^  own  interest  nor  pro- 
claim their  own  guilt  by  exposing  it.  The 
first,  whom  I  shall  mention,  i$  Morgan 
Godwyn,  a  clergyman  of  the  established 
church.  This  pious  divine  wrote  a  Trea- , 
tise  upon  the  subject,  which  he  dedicated  to 
the  then  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He 
gave  it  to  the  world,  at  the  time  mentioned, 
under  the  title  of  "  The  Negros  and  Indians 
Advocate/'  In  this  treatise  he  lays  open 
the  situation  of  these  oppressed  people,  of 
whose  su^rings  he  had  been  an  eye-witness 
in  the  island  of  Barbadoes.  He  calls  forth 
the  pity  of  the  reader  in  an  afiTecting  man- 
ner, and  exposes  with  a  nervous  eloq^uence 
the  brutal  sentiments  and  conduct  of  their 
oppressors.  This  seems  to  have  been  the 
first  work  undertaken  in  England  expressly 
in  favour  of  the  cause. 

The  next  person,  whom  I  shall  mention,  is 
Richard  Baxter,  the  celebrated  divine  among 
the  Nonconformists.  In  his  Christian  Direc- 
tory, published  about  the  same  time  as  the 
Negros  and  Indians  Advocate,  he  gives  ad- 
vice to  those  masters  in  foreign  plantations, 
who  have  Negros  and  other  slaves.     In  this 

he. 


ABOLtTlOK  OF  THE  SLAVE-TRADE.  47 

iie  protests  loudly  against  this  trade.  He 
€iays  expressly  that  they,  who  go  out  as 
pirates,  and  take  away  poor  Africans,  or 
people  of  another  land,  who  never  forfeited* 
life  or  liberty,  and  make  them  slaves  and 
•ell  them,  are  the  worst  of  robbers,  and 
ought  to  be  considered  as  the  common  ene- 
mies of  mankind ;  and  that  they,  who  buy 
them,  and  use  them  as  mere  beasts  for  their 
own  convenience,  regardless  of  their  spiri- 
tual welfare,  are  fitter  to  be  called  demons 
than  christians.  He  then  proposes  several 
queries,  which  he  answers  in  a  clear  and 
forcible  manner,  showing  the  great  incon- 
sistency of  this  traffic,  and  the  necessity  of 
treating  those  then  in  bondage  with  tender- 
ness and  a  due  regard  to  their  spiritual  con- 
cerns. 

The  Directory  of  Baxter  was  succeeded 
by  a  publication  called  "  Friendly  Advice 
to  the  Planters :  in  three  parts."  The  first  of 
these  was,^  "  A  brief  Treatise  of  the  principal 
Fruits  and  Herbs  that  grow  in  Barbadoes, 
Jamaica,  and  other  Plantations  in  the  West 
Indies."  The  second  was,  **  The  Negros 
Complaint,  or  their  hard  Servitude,  and  ♦:he 
Cruelties  practised  upon  them  by  divers  of 
4  their 
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their  Masters  professing  Christianity."  And 
the  third  was,  **  A  Dialogue  between  an 
Ethiopian  and  a  Christian,  his  Master,  in 
America.'*  In  the  last  of  these,  Thomas 
Tryon,  who  was  the  author,  inveighs  both 
against  the  commerce  and  the  slavery  of  the 
Africans,  and  in  a  striking  manner  examines 
each  by  the  touchstone  of  reason,  huma-* 
nity,  justice,  and  religion.  ^  ^ 

In  the  year  1696,  Southern  brought  for- 
ward his  celebrated  tragedy  of  Oronooka^ 
by  means  of  which  many  became  enlight^ 
ened  upon  the  subject,  and  interested  in  it. 
•  For  this  tragedy  was  not  a  representation  of 
fictitious  circumstances,  but  of  such  as 
had  occurred  in  the  colonies,  and  as  had 
been  communicated  in  a  publication  by 
Mrs.  Behn. 

The  person,  who  seems  to  have  noticed 
the  subject  next  was  Dr.  PrimatC.  In  his 
*'  Dissertation  on  the  Duty  of  Mercy,  and  on 
the  Sin  of  Cruelty  to  Brute-animals,"  he  takes 
occasion  to  advert  to  the  subject  of  the  Afri- 
can Slave-trade.  ^  It  has  pleased  God,"  says 
he,  "  to  cover  some  men  with  white  skins 
and  others  with  black  ;  but  as  there  is  nei* 
ther  merit  nor  demerit  in  complexion,  the 

white 
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trhite  man^  notwithstanding  the  barbarity 
of  custom  and  prejudice,  can  have  no  right 
by  virtue  of  his  colour  to  enslave  and  tyran- 
nize over  the  black  man.  For  whether  a 
man  be  white  or  black,  such  he  is  by  God's 
appointment,  and,  abstractedly  considered, 
is  neither  a  subject  for  pride,  nor  an  object 
of  contempt." 

After  Dr.  Primatt,  we  come  to  baron 
Montesquieu.  **  Slavery,"^  says  he,  **  is  not 
good  in  itself.  It  is  neither  useful  to  the 
master  nor  to  the  slave.  Not  to  the  slave, 
because  he  can  do  nothing  from  virtuous 
motives.  Not  to  the  master,  because  he 
contracts  among  his  slaves  all  sorts  of  bad 
habits,  and  accustoms  himself  to  the  neg- 
lect of  all  the  moral  virtues.  He  becomes 
haughty,  passionate,  obdurate,  vindictive, 
voluptuous,  and  cruel."  And  with  respect 
to  this  particular  species  of  slavery  he  pro- 
ceeds to  say,  ^^  it  is  impossible  to  allow  the 
Negros  are  men,  because,  if  we  allow  them 
to  be  men,  it  will  begin  to  be  believed  that 
we  ourselves  are  not  Christians." 

Hutcheson,  in  his  System  of  Moral  Pliilo- 
sophy,  endeavours  to  show  that  he,  who  de- 
tains another  by  force  ia  slavery,  can  make 

VOL.  I.  s  no 
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no  good  title  to  him,  and  adds,  "  Strange 
that  in  any  nation  where  a  sense  of  liberty 
prevails,  and  where  the  Christian  religion  is 
professed,  custom  and  high  prospect  of 
gain  can  so  stupefy  the  consciences  of  men 
and  all  sense  of  natural  justice,  that  they 
can  hear  such  computations  made  about  the 
value  of  their  fellow-men  and  their  hberty 
without  abhorrence  and  indignation  T* 

Foster,  in  his  Discourses  on  Natural  ReU« 
gion  and  Social  Virtue,  calls  the  slavery  un- 
der our  consideration  ^^  a  criminal  and  out- 
rageous violation  of  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind."  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not 
room  to  say  all  that  he  says  on  this  subject. 
Perhaps  the  following  beautiful  extracts  may 
suffice : 

"  But  notwithstanding  this,  we  ourselves, 
who  profess  to  be  Christians,  and  boast  of 
the  peculiar  advantages  we  enjoy  by  means 
of  an  express  revelation  of  our  duty  from 
heaven,  are  in  effect  these  very  untaught 
and  rude  heathen  coxmtries.  With  all  our 
superpr  light  we  instil  into  those,  whom  we 
call  savage  and  barbarous,  the  most  despica- 
ble opinion  of  human  nature.  We,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power,  weaken  and  dissolve 

the 
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the  universal  de,  that  binds  and  unites  man- 
kind. We  practise  what  we  should  exclaim 
against  as  the  utmost  excess  of  cruelty  and 
tyranny,  if  nations  of  the  world,  di£[ering 
in  colour  and  fqrm  of  government  from  our- 
velves,  were  so  possessed  of  empire,  as  to  be 
able  to  reduce  us  to  a  state  of  unmerited  and 
brutish  servitude*  Of  consequence  we  sacri- 
fice our  reason,  our  humanity,  our  Christi- 
anity,  to  an  unnatural  sor^d  gain.  We  teach 
other  nations  to  despise  and  trample  under 
foot  all  the  obligations  of  social  virtue.  We 
take  the  most  effectual  method  to  prevent 
the  propagation  of  the  gospel,  by  represent- 
ing it  as  a  scheme  of  power  and  barbarous 
oppression,  and  an  enemy  to  the  natural 
privileges  and  rights  of  man*'* 

"  Perhaps  all  that  I  have  now  offered  may 
be  of  very  litde  weight  to  restrain  this  enor- 
mity, this  aggravated  iniquity.  However, 
1  shall  still  have  the  satisfaction  of  having 
entered  my  private  protest  against  a  [practice, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  bids  that  God,  who 
is  the  God  and  Father  of  the  Gentiles  un- 
converted to  Christianity,  most  daring  and 
bold  defiance,  and  spurns  at  all  the  princi- 
ples both  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.'* 

£  2  The 
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The  next  author  is  sir  Richard  Steele, 
who,  by  means  of  the  affecting  story  of 
Inkle  and  Yarico,  holds  up  this  trade  again 
to  our  iabhorrence. 

In  the  year  1735,  Atkins,  who  was  a  sur- 
geon in  the  navy,  published  his  Voyage  to 
Guinea,  Brazil,  and  the  West-Indies,  in  his 
Majesty's  ships  Swallow  and  Weymouth.  In 
this  work  he  defscribes  openly  the  manner  of 
making  the  natives  slaves,  such  as  by  kid- 
napping, by  tmjust  accusations  and  trials, 
and  by  other  nefarious  means.  He  states 
also  the  cruelties  practised  upon  them  by 
the  white  people,  and  the  iniquitous  ways 
and  deaUngs  of  the  latter,  and  answers  their 
argument,  by  which  they  insinuated  that  the 
condition  of  the  Africans  was  improved  by 
their  transportation  to  other  countries. 

From  this  time  the  trade  beginning  to  be 
better  known,  a  multitude  of  persons  of  va- 
rious stations  and  characters  sprung  up,  wh  o 
by  exposing  it  are  to  be  mentioned  among 
the  forerunners  and  coadjutors  in  the  cause. 

Pope,  in  his  Essay  on  Man,  where  he  en- 
deavours to  show  that  happiness  in  the  pre- 
sent depends,  among  other  things,  upon  the 
iiope  of  a  future  state,  takes  an  opportunity 

of 
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of  exciting  compassion  in  behalf  of  the  poor 
African,  while  he  censures  the  avarice  and 
cruelty  of  his  master : 

*^  Lo,  the  poor  Indian  !  whose  untutored  mind 
Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  bears  him  in  the  wind ; 
Ills  soul  proud  Science  never  taught  to  stray 
Far  as  the  solar  walk,  or  milky-way  ; 
Yet  simple  Nature  to  his  hope  has  giv'n 
Behind  the  cloud-topt  hill  an  humbler  heav'n ; 
Some  safer  woi Id  in  depth  of  woods  embrac'd. 
Some  happier  island  in  the  watry  waste. 
Where  slaves  once  more  their  native  land  Uehold^ 
No  fiends  torment^  no  Christians  thirst  for  gold." 

Thomson  also,  in  his  Seasons,  marks  this 
traffic  as  destructive  and  cruel,  introducing 
the  well-known  fact  of  sharks  following  the 
vessels  employed  in  it : 

"  Increasing  still  the  sorrows  of  those  storms, 
His  jaws  horrific  arm'd  with  three-fold  fate, 
Here  dwells  the  direful  shark.     Lur'd  bv  the  scent 
Of  steaming  crowds,  of  rank  disease,  and  death. 
Behold  !  he  rushing  cuts  the  briny  flood. 
Swift  as  the  gale  can  bear  the  ship  along. 
And  from  the  partners  of  that  cruel  trade. 
Which  spoils  unhappy  Guinea  of  her  sons. 
Demands  his  share  of  prey,  demands  themselves. 
The  stormy  fates  descend  :  one  death  involves 
Tyrants  and  slaves;  when  straight  their  mangled  limbs 
Crashing  at  once,  he  dyes  the  purple  seas 
With  gore,  and  riots  in  the  vengeful  meal." 

Neither 
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Neither  was  Richard  Savage  forgetful  in 
his  poems  of  the'Injured  Africans :  he  warns 
their  oppressors  of  a  day  of  retribution  for 
their  barbarous  conduct.  *  Having  personi-r 
fied' Public  Spirit,  he  makes  heir  speak  on 
the  subject  in  the  following  manner; — 


€f 


Let  by  my  specious  name  no  tyrants  rise. 
And  ery,  while  they  enslave,  they  civilize ! 
Know,  Liberty  and  I  are  still  the  same 
Congenial— ever  mingling  flame  with  flame ! 
Why  must  I  Afric's  sable  children  see 
Vended  for  slaves,  though  born  by  nature  free. 
The  nameless  tortures  cruel  minds  invent 
Those  to  subject  whom  Nature  equal  meant  ? 
If  these  you  dare  (although  unjust  success 
Empowers  you  now  unpunished  to  oppress). 
Revolving  empire  you  and  yours  may  doom— 
(Rome  all  subdu'd — yet  Vandals  vanquish*d  Rome) 
Yes — ^Empire  may  revolt — give  them  the  day, 
And  yoke  may  yoke,  and  blood  may  blood  repay." 


Wallis,  in  his  System  of  the  Laws  of  Scot- 
land, maintains,  that  "  neither  men  nor 
governments  have  a  right  to  sell  those  of 
their  own  species.  Men  and  their  liberty 
are  neither  purchaseable  nor  saleable."'  And, 
after  arguing  the,  case,  he  says,  *'  This  is  the 
law  of  nature,  which  is  obligatory  on  all 
men,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places. — Woul4 
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act  any  of  us,  who  should  be  snatched  by 
pirates  from  his  native  land,  think  himself 
cruelly  abused,  and  at  all  times  entitled  to 
he  free  ?  Have  not*  these  unfortunate  Afri- 
cans, who  meet  with  the  same  cruel  fate,  the 
same  right  ?  Are  they  not  men  as  well  as 
we  ?  And  have  they  not  the  same  sensibi- 
lity ?  Let  us  not  therefore  defend  or  sup- 
port an  usage,  which  is  contrary  to  all  the 
laws  of  humanity.*' 

In  the  year  1750  the  reverend  Griffith 
Hughes,  rector  of  St.  Lucy,  in  Barbadoes, 
published  his  Natural  History  of  that  island. 
He  took  an  opportunity,  in  the  course  of  it, 
of  laying  open  to  the  world  the  miserable 
situation  of  the  poor  Africans,  and  the  waste 
of  them  by  hard  labour  and  other  cruel 
means,  and  he  had  the  generosity  to  vindi- 
cate their  capacities  from  the  charge,  which 
they  who  held  them  in  bondage  brought 
against  them,  as  a  justification  of  their  own 
wickedness  in  continuing  to  deprive  them 
of  the  rights  of  men. 

Edmund  Burke,  in  his  account  of  the 
European  settlements,  (for  tliis  work  is  usu- 
ally attributed  to  him,)  complains  "  tliat  the 
Negroes  in  our  colonies  endure  a  shivery 

more 
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more  complete,  and  attended  with  far  worse 
circumstances,  than  what  any  people  in  their 
condition  suffer  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  or  have  suffered  in  any  other  period 
of  time.  Proofs  of  this  are  not  wanting. 
The  prodigious  waste,  which  we  experience 
in  this  unhappy  part  of  our  species,  is  a  full 
and  melancholy  evidence  of  this  truth.'* 
And  he  goes  on  to  advise  the  planters  for 
the  sake  of  their  own  interest  to  behavo 
like  good  men,  good  masters,  and  good 
Christians,  and  to  impose  less  labour  upon 
their  slaves,  and  to  give  them  recreation  on 
s\)me  of  the  grand  festivals,  and  to  instruct 
them  in  religion,  as  certain  preventives  of 
their  decrease. 

An  anonymous  author  of  a  pamphlet, 
entitled.  An  Essay  in  Vindication  of  the 
Continental  Colonies  of  America,  seems  to 
have  come  forward  next.  Speaking  of  sla- 
very there,  he  says,  "  It  is  shocking  to  hu- 
manity, violative  of  every  generous  senti- 
ment, abhorrent  utterly  from  the  Christian 
rcligioil — There  cannot  be  a  more  danger- 
ous maxim  than  that  necessity  is  a  plea  for 
injustice,  for  who  shall  fix  the  degree  o£ 
this  necessity  ?     What  villain  so  atrocious. 
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who  may  not  urge  this  excusei  or,  as  MUtou 
has  happily  expressed  it, 

*^  and  with  necessity. 
The  tyrant's  plea,  excuse  his  dev'lish  dec  J  ?" 

*♦  That  our  colonies,"  he  continues,  "  want 
people,  is  a  very  weak  argument  for  so  in-- 
human  a  violation  of  justice — Shall  a  civi- 
lized, a  Christian  nation  encourage  slavery^ 
because  the  barbarous,  savage,  lawless  Afri- 
can hath  done  it  ?  To  what  end  do  we  pro- 
fess a  religion  whose  dictates  we  so  flagrantly 
violate?  Wherefore  have  we  that  pattern 
of  goodness  and  humanity,  if  we  refuse  to 
follow  it  J  How  long  shall  we  continue  a 
practice  which  policy  rejects,  justice  con^ 
demns,  and  piety  revolts  at  ?" 

The  poet  Shenstone,  who  comes  next  in 
order,  seems  to  have  written  an  Elegy  on 
purpose  to  stigmatize  this  trade.  Of  this 
elegy  I  shall  copy  only  the  following  parts ; 

^*  See  the  poor  native  quit  the  Libyan  shores. 
Ah  !  not  hi  love's  delightful  fetters  bound  ! 
No  radiant  smile  his  dying  peace  restores. 
No  love,  nor  fame,  nor  friendship  heals  his  wound, 

f  ^  Let  vacant  bards  display  their  boasted  woes ; 
Shall  I  the  mockery  of  grief  display  ? 
No;  let  the  muse  his  piercing  pangs  disclose, 
Whp  bleeds  and  weens  his  sum  of  life  away  ! 
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^  On  the  wild  heath  in  mournful  guise  he  stood 
Ere  the  shrill  boatswain  gave  the  hated  sign ; 
He  dropt  a  tear  unseen  into  the  flood. 
He  stole  one  secret  moment  to  repine 

,  f^  Why  am  I  ravish'd  from  my  native  strand  ? 
What  savage  race  protects  this  impious  gain  } 
Shall  foreign  plagues  infest  this  teeming  land, 
And  more  than  sea-born  monsters  plough  the  main  ? 

^'  Here  the  dire  locusts'  horrids  warms  prevail ; 
Here  the  blue  asps  with  livid  poison  swell ; 
Here  the  dry  dipsa  writhes  his  sinuous  mail ; 
Can  we  not  here  secure  from  envy  dwell  ? 

^^  When  the  grim  lion  urg'd  his  cniel  chase, 
When  the  stem  panther  sought  his  midnight  prey, 
What  fate  reserved  me  for  this  Christian  race  ? 
O  race  more  polish 'd,  more  severe,  than  they      ■> 

^^  Yet  shores  there  are,  bless'd  shores  for  us  remain. 
And  favour'd  isles,  with  golden  fruitage  crown'd. 
Where  tufted  flow'rets  paint  the  verdant  plain. 
And  cv'ry  breeze  shall  mcd'cine  ev'ry  wound," 

In  the  year  1755,  Dr.  Hayter,  bishop  of 
Norwich,  preached  a  sermon  berfbre  the  So- 
ciety for  tlie  Propagation  of  the  Gospel, 
in  which  he  bore  his  testimony  against  the 
continuance  of  this  trade. 

Dyer,  in  his  poem  called  The  Fleece,  ex- 
presses his  sorrow  on  account  of  this  bar- 
barous trade,  and  looks  forward  to  a  day  of 

retributive 
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jretrlbutive  justice  on  account  of  the  intror 

♦• 

duction  of  such  an  eviL 

In  the  year  1760,  a  pamphlet  appeared, 
entitled,  "  Two  Dialogues  on  the  Man- 
trade,  by  John  Philmore."  This  name  is 
supposed  to  be  an  assumed  one.  The  au- 
thor, however,  discovers  himself  to  have 
been  both  an  able  and  a  zealous  advocate  in 
favour  of  the  African  race. 

Malachi  Postlethwaite,    in  his  Universal 
Dictionary  of  Trade  and  Commerce,   pro- 
poses a  number  of  queries  on  the  subject  of 
the  Slave-trade,     I  have  not  room  to  insert 
them  at  full  length.     But  I  shall  give  the 
following  as  the  substance  of  some  of  them 
to   the  reader :  "  Whether  this  commerce 
be  not  the  cause  of  incessant  wars  among 
the  Africans — Whether  the  Africans,  if  it 
were  abolished,  might  not  become  as  inge-^ 
nious,  as  humane,  as  industrious,   and   as 
capable  of  arts,  manufactures,  a!nd  trades,  as 
even  the  bulk  of  Europeans  — Whether,  if  it 
were    abolished,   a   much   more   profitable 
trade  might  not  be  substituted,  and  this  to 
the  very  centre  of  their  extended  country, 
instead  of  the  trifling  portion  which  now 
subsists  uppn  their  coasts — And  whether 

th9 
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the  great  hindrance  to  such  a  new  and  ad- 
vantageous commerce  has  not  wholly  pro- 
ceeded from  that  unjust,  inhuman,  unchris- 
tian-hke  traflSic,  called  the  Slave-trade,  which 
is  carried  on  by  the  Europeans.'*  The  pub- 
lic proposal  of  these  and  other  queries  by  a 
man  of  so  great  commercial  knowledge  as 
Postlethwaite,  and  by  one  who  was  himself 
a  member  of  the  African  Committee,  was  of 
great  service  in  exposing  the  impolicy  as  well 
as  immorality  of  the  Slave-trade. 

In  the  year  1761,  Thomas  JeiFery  publish- 
ed an  account  of  a  part  of  North  America, 
in  which  he  lays  open  the  miserable  state  of 
the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies,  both  as  to 
their  clothing,  their  food,  their  labour,  and 
their  punishments.  But,  without  going  into 
particulars,  the  general  account  he  gives  of 
them  is  affecting :  "  It  is  impossible,''  he 
isays,  "  for  a  human  heart  to  reflect  upon 
the  slavery  of  these  dregs  of  mankind,  with- 
out in  some  measure  feeling  for  their  mi- 
sery, Vhich  ends  but  with  their  lives — No- 
thing can  be  more  wretched  than  the  con- 
dition of  this  people." 

Sterne,  in  his  account  of  the  Negro  girl 

in  his  Life  of  Tristram  Shandy,  took  deci-. 

,4  dedly 
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dedly  the  part  of  the  oppressed  Africans. 
The  pathetic,  witty,  and  sentimental  man« 
ner,  in  which  he  handled  this  subject,  occa- 
sioned many  to  remember  it,  and  procured 
a  certain  portion  of  feeling  in  their  favour. 

Rousseau  contributed  not  a  little  in  his 
day  to  the  same  end. 

Bi^jiop  Warburton  preached  a  sermon  in 
the  year  1766,  before  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  in  which  he 
took  up  the  cause  of  the  miserable  Africans^ 
and  in  which  he  severely  reprobated  their 
oppressors.  The  language  in  this  sermon 
is  so  striking,  that  I  shall  make  an  extract 
from  it.  *'  From  the  free  savages,"*  $ay$ 
he,  "  I  now  come  to  the  savages  in  bonds. 
By  these  I  mean  the  vast  multitudes  yearly 
stolen  from  the  opposite  continent,  and 
sacrificed  by  the  colonists  to  their  great  idol 
the  god  of  gain.  But  what  tlien,  say  these 
sincere  worshippers  of  mammon  ?  They  are 
our  own  property  which  we  offer  up. 
Gracious  God  !  to  talk,  as  of  herds  of  cattle, 
of  property  in  rational  creatures,  creatures 
endued  with  all  our  faculties,  possessing  all 
our  qualities  but  that  of  colour,  our  brethren 
both  by  nature  and  grace,  shocks   all 'the 

feelings 
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feelings  of  humanity,  and  the  dicutcs  dt 
common  sense !  But,  alas  !  what  is  there^ 
in  the  infinite  abuses  of  society,  which  does 
not  shock  them  ?  Yet  nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain in  itself  and  apparent  to  all,  than  that 
the  infamous  traffic  for  slaves  directly  in-» 
fringes  both  divine  and  human  law.  Nature 
created  man  free,  and  grace  invites  him  to 
assert  his  freedom.'* 

^^  In  excuse  of  this  violation  it  hath  been 
pretended,  that  though  indeed  these  mise^ 
rable  outcasts  of  humanity  be  torn  from  their 
homes  and  native  country  by  fraud  and  vio-- 
lence,  yet  they  thereby  become  the  happier^ 
and  their  condition  the  more  eligible.  But 
who  are  you,  who  pretend  to  judge  of  an- 
other man's  happiness ;  that  state,  which  each 
man  under  the  guidance  of  his  Maker  forma 
for  himself,  and  not  one  man  for  another  ? 
To  know  what  constitutes  mine  or  your 
happiness  is  the  sole  prerogative  of  him  wha 
created  us,  and  cast  us  irt^  so  various  and 
different  moulds.  Did  your  slaves  ever 
complain  to  you  of  their  unhappiness  amidst 
their  native  woods  and  deserts  ?  or  rather  let 
me  ask,  Did  they  ever  cease  complaining  of 
theircondition  under  you  their  lordly  masters, 
2  where 
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4rliere  they  see  indeed  the  accommodations 
of  civil  life,  but  see  them  all  pass  to  others, 
themselves  unbenefited  by  them?  Be  so 
gracious  then,  ye  petty  tyrants  over  human 
freedom,  to  let  your  slaves  judge  for  them^ 
selves,  what  it  is  which  makes  their  own 
happiness,  and  then  see  whether  they  do  not 
place  it  in  the  return  to  their  own  country, 
rather  than  in  the  contemplation  of  your 
grandeur,  of  which  their  misery  makes  so 
large  a  part ;  a  return  so  passionately  longed 
for,  that,  despairing  of  happiness  here,  that 
is,  of  escaping  the  chains  of  their  cruel  task- 
masters, they  console  themselves  with  feign- 
ing it  to  be  the  gracious  reward  of  heaven 
in  their  future  state" — 

About  this  time  certain  cruel  and  wicked 
practices,  which  must  now  be  mentioned, , 
had  arrived  at  such  a  height,  and  had  be- 
come so  frequent  in  the  metropolis,  as  to 
produce  of  themselves  other  coadjutors  to 
the  cause. 

^  Before  the  year  1700,  planters,  merchants, 
imd  others,  resident  in  the  West  Indies, 
but  coming  to  England,  were  accustomed 
to  bring  with  them  certain  slaves  to  act  as 
servants    with    them    during    their    stay. 

The 
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The  latter,  seeing  the  freedom  and  the  ha^ 
piness  of  servants  in  this  country,  and  con- 
sidering what  would  be  tlieir  own  hard  fate 
on  their  return  to  the  islands,  frequently  ab- 
«:onded.  Their  masters  of  course  made 
search  after  them,  and  often  had  them  seized 
and  carried  away  by  force.  It  was,  how- 
ever, thrown  out  by  many  on  these  occa- 
sions, that  the  English  laws  did  not  sanction 
such  proceedings,  for  that  all  persons  who 
were  baptized  became  free.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  was,  that  most  of  the  slaves, 
who  came  over  with  their  masters,  prevailed 
upon  some  pious  clergyman  to  baptize 
them.  They  took  of  course  godfathers  of 
such  citizens  as  had  the  generosity  to  espouse 
their  cause.  When  they  were  seized  they 
usually  sent  to  these,  if  they  had  an  oppor- 
tunity, for  their  protection.  And  in  the 
result,  their  godfathers,  maintaining  that 
they  had  been  baptized,  and  that  they 
were  free  on  tliis  account  as  well  as  by  the 
general  tenour  of  the  laws  of  England,  dared 
those,  who  had  taken  possession  of  them,  to 
send  them  out  of  the  kingdom. 

The  planters,  merchants,  and  others,  be- 
ing thus  circumstanced,  knew  not  what  to 

do. 
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do.  They  were  afraid  of  taking  theif  slaves 
away  by  force,  and  they  wore  equally  afraid 
of  bringing  any  of  the  cases  before  a  public 
court.  In  this  dilemqia,  in  1729  they  ap- 
plied to  York  and  Talbot,  the  attorney  and 
solicitor- general  for  the  time  being,  and  ob- 
tained the  following  strange  opinion  from 
them : — "  We  are  of  opinion,  that  a  slave  by 
coming  from  the  West  Indies  into  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  either  with  or  without' 
his  master,  does  not  become  free,  and  that 
his  master's  right  and  property  in  him  is 
not  thereby  determined  or  varied,  and  that 
baptism  doth  not  bestow  freedom  on  him, 
nor  make  any  alteration  in  his  temporal  con- 
dition in  these  kingdoms.  We  are  also  of 
opinion,  that  the  master  may  legally  compel 
him  to  return  again  to  the  plantations." 

This  cruel  and  illegal  opinion  was  deli- 
vered in  the  year  1729.  The  planters, 
merchants,  and  others,  gave  it  of  course  all 
the  publicity  in  their  power.  And  the  con- 
sequences were  as  might  easily  have  been 
apprehended.  In  a  little  time  slaves  abscond- 
ing were  advertised  in  the  Lotidon  papers 
as  runaways,  and  rewards  offered  for  the 
apprehension  of  them,  in  the  same  brutal 
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manner  as  we  find  them  advertisecT  ih  the 
land  of  slavery.     They  were  advertised  also^ 
in  the  same  papers,  to  be  sold  by  auction, 
sometimes  by  themselves,  and  at  others  with 
horses,  chaises,  and  harness.      They  were 
seized  also  by  their  masters,  or  by  persons 
employed  by  them,  in  the  very  streets^  and 
dragged  from  thence  to  the  ships;  and  so 
unprotected  now   were  these  poor  slaves, 
that  persons  in  nowise  concerned  with  them 
began  to  institute  a  trade  in  their  persons, 
making  agreements  with  captains  of  ships 
going  to  the  West  Indies  to  put  them  on 
board  at  a  certain  price.     This  last  instance 
shows  how  far  human  nature  is  capable  of 
going,  and  is  an  answer  to  those  persons, 
who  have  denied  that  kidnapping  in  Africa 
was  a  source  of  supplying  the  Slave-trade. 
It  shows,  as  all  history  does  from  the  time 
of  Joseph,  that,  where  there  is  a  market  for 
the  persons  of  human  beings,  all  kinds  of 
enormities  will  be  practised  to  obtain  them.  ^ 
These  circumstances  then,  as  I  observed 
before,  did  not  fail  of  producing  new  coad* 
j  utors  in  the  tause.    And  first  they  produced 
that  able   and   indefatigable   advocate  Mr. 
Granville  Sharp.     This  gentleman  is  to  be 
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disdnguished  from  those  who  preceded  hini 
by  this  particolar,  that^  whereas  these  were 
only  writers,  he  was  both  a  writer  and  an 
actor  in  the  cause.  In  fact,  he  was  the  first 
labourer  in  it  in  England.  By  the  wordi 
^^  actor"  and  ^  labourer,"  I  mean  that  he  de^ 
termined  upon  a  plan  of  action  in  behalf  of 
the  oppressed  Africans,  to  the  accomplisbn 
ment  of  which  he  devoted  a  considerable 
portion  of  his  dme,  talents,  and  substance. 
What  Mr.  Sharp  has  done  to  merit  the  title 
of  coadjutor  in  this  high  sense,  I  shall  now 
explain.  The  following  is  a  short  history 
of  the  beginning  and  of  the  course  of  his 
labours. 

In  the  year  1765,  Mr.  David  Lisle  had 
brought  over  from  Barbadoes  Jonathan 
Strong,  an  Africaq  slave,  as  his  servant. 
He  used  the  ktter  in  a  barbarous  manner 
at  his  lodgings  in  Wapping,  but  particularly 
by  beating  him  over  the  head  with  a  pistol^ 
which  occasioned  .his  head  to  swell.  When 
the  swelling  went  down,  a  disorder  fell  into 
his  eyes,  which  threatened  the  loss  of  them« 
To  this  an  ague  and  fever  succeeded,  and  a 
lameness  in  both  his  legs. 

Jonathan  Strong,  having  been  brought 
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into  this  deplorable  sioiation,  and  being 
therefore  wholly  useless,  wa$  left  by  his 
master  to  go  whither  he  pleased.  He  applied 
accordingly  to  Mr.  William  Sharp  the  sirr- 
jgeon  for  his  advice,  as  to  one  who  gave  up 
a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  healing  of  the 
diseases  of  the  poor.  It  was  here  that  Mn 
Granville  Sharp,  the  brother  of  the  former, 
saw  him.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  process 
of  time  he  was  cured.  During  this  dme 
Mr.  Granville  Sharp,  pitying  his  hard  case, 
supplied  him  with  money,  and  he  afterwards 
got  him  a  situation  in  the  family  of  Mr. 
Brown,  an  apothecary,  to  carry  out  medi- 
cines. 

In  this  new  situation,  when  Strong  had 
become  healthy  and  robust  in  his  appear- 
ance, his  master  happened  to  see  him.  The 
latter  immediately  formed  the  design  of 
possessing  him  again.  Accordingly,  when 
he  had  found  out  his  residence,  he  procured 
John  Ross  keeper  of  the  Poultry-compter, 
and  William  Miller  an  officer  under  the' 
lord-mayor,  to  kidnap  him.  This  was  done 
by  sending  for  him  to  a  public-house  in 
Fenchurch-street,  and  then  seizing  him.  By 
these  he  was  conveyed,  without  any  warranty 

ta 
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to  ^e  Poukry-compter,  wliere  he  was  sold 
by  his  master,  to  John  Kerr,  for  thirty 
pounds. 

Strong,  in  this  situation,  sent,  as  was 
usual,  to  his  godfathers,  John  London  and 
Stephen  Nail,  for  their  protection.  They 
went,  but  were  refused  admittance  to  him; 
At  length  he  sent  for  Mn  Granville  Sharp* 
The  latter  went,  but  they  still  refused  access 
to  the  prisoner.  He  insisted,  however,  up* 
on  seeing  him,  and  charged  the  keeper  of 
the  prison  at  his  peril  to  deliver  him  up  till 
he  had  been  carried  before  a  magistrate. 

Mr.  Sharp,  immediateiy  upon  this,  waited 
upon  Sir  Robert  Kite,  the  then  lord-mayor, 
and  entreated  him  to  send  for  Strong,  and 
to  hear  his  case.  A  day  was  accordingly 
appointed.  Mr.  Sharp  attended,  and  also 
William  M^Bean,  a  notary-public,  and  David 
liaird,  captain  of  the  ship  Thames,  which 
was  to  have  conveyed  Strong  to  Jamaica,  in 
behalf  of  the  purchaser,  John  Kerr.  A  long 
conversation  ensued,  in  which  the  opinion 
of  York  and  Talbot  was  quoted  Mr. 
Sharp  made  his  observations.  Certain  law- 
yers, who  were  present,  seemed  to  be  stag^ 
gered  at  the  case,  but  inclined  rather  to  re- 
commit 
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commit  the  prisoner.  The  lord-rmayor, 
^wever^  discharged  Strong,  as  he  had  beea 
taken  up  without  a  warrant. 

As  soon  as  this  determination  was  made 
.  known,  the  parties  began  to  move  off*.  Cap« 
tain  Laird,  however,  who  kept  close  to 
Strong,  laid  hokl  of  him  before  he  had  quit- 
ted the  room,  and  said  aloud,  ^  Then  I  now 
seize  him  as  .my  slave."^  Upon  this,  Mn 
Sharp  put  his  hand  upon  Laird's  shoulder, 
itnd  pronounced  these  words :  ^^  (  charge 
you,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  with  an  as-r 
sault  upon  the  person  of  Jonathan  Strong, 
jtnd  all  these  are  my  witnesses.'*  Laird  was 
greatly  intimidated  by  this  charge,  made  in 
the  presence  of  the  lord-mayor  and  others, 
jmd,  fearing  a  prosecution,  let  his  prisoner 
go,  leaving  him  to  be  conveyed  away  by 
Mr.  Sharp, 

Mr.  Sharp,  having  been  greatly  affected 
by  this  case,  and  foreseeing  how  much  he 
jnight  be  engaged  in  others  of  a  similar 
psLtnr^y  thought  it  time  that  the  law  of  the 
land  should  be  known  upon  this  subject 
pe  applied  therefore  to  Doctor  Blackstone, 
afterwards  Judge  Blackstone,  for  his  opinion 
ppon  i|.     He  was,  however,  not  §atisfie4 

wilh 
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with  it,  when  he  received  it ;  nor  could  he 
obtain  any  satisfactory  answer  from  several 
other  lawyers,  to  whom  he  afterwards  ap- 
pU^  The ,  truth  is,  that  the  opinion  of 
York  and  Talbot,  which  ,had  been  nmde 
public  and  acted  upon  by  the  planters, 
merchants,  and  others,  was  considered  of 
high  authority,  and  scarcely  any  one  dared 
to  question  the  legality  of  it.  In  this  situ- 
ation, Mr.  Sharp  saw  no  means  of  help  but 
in  his  own  industry,  and  he  determined 
immediately  to  give  up  two  or  three  years 
to  the  study  of  the  English  law,  that  he 
might  the  better  advocate  the  cause  of  these 
miserable  people.  The  result  of  these  stu- 
dies was  the  publication  of  a  book  in  the 
year  1769,  which  he  called  "  A  Representa- 
tion of  the  Injustice  and  dangerous  Ten- 
dency of  tolerating  Slavery  in  England/' 
In  this  work  he  refuted,  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner, the  opinion  of  York  and  Talbot.  He 
produced  against  it  the  opinion  of  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt,  who  many  years  before 
had  determined,  that  every  slave  coming 
into  England  became  free.  He  attacked  and 
refuted  it  again  by  a  learned  and  laborious 
inquiry  into  all  the  principles  of  Villenage. 

He 
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He  refuted  it  again,  by  showing  it  to  be  an 
axiojn  in  tl>e  British  constitution,  **  That 
every  man,  in  England  was  free  to  sue  for 
and  defend  his  rights,  and  that  force  could 
not  be  used  without  a  legal  process,"  leaving 
it  to  the  judges  to  determine,  whether  an 
Africaq.  was  a  man.  He  attacked,  also,  the 
ppinion  of  Judge  Blackstone,  and  showed 
where  his  error  lay.  This  valuable  book^ 
containing  these  and  other  kinds  of  argu- 
^ments  on  the  subject,  he  distributed,  but 
particularly  among  the  lawyers,  giving  then) 
an  opportunity  of  refuting  or  acknowledg-v 
ing  the  doctrines  it  contained. 

While  Mr.  Sharp  was  engaged  in  this 
work,  another  case  offered,  in  which  he  took 
a  part.  This  was  in  the  year  1768.  Hylas, 
an  African  slave,  prosecuted  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Newton  for  having  kidnapped  his 
wife,  and  sent  her  tq  the  West  Indies.  The 
result  of  the  trial  was,  that  damages  to  the 
amount  of  a  shilling  were  given,  and  the 
defendant  was  bound  to  bring  back  the 
woman,  either  by  the  first  ship,  or  in  sL? 
months  from  this  decision  of  the  court. 

But  soon  after  the  work  just  mentioned 
was  out,  and  when  Mn  Sharp  was  better 

prepared, 
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prepared,  a  third  case  occurred.  This  hap« 
pened  in  the  year  1770.  Robert  3tapylton, 
vrho  lived  at  Chelsea,  in  conjunction  with 
John  Malony  and  Edward  Armstrong,  two 
watermen,  seized  the  person  of  Thomas 
Lewis,  an  African  slave,  in  a  dark  ni^ht| 
^nd  dragged  him  to  a  boat  lying  in  tht 
Thames ;  they  then  gagged  him,  and  tied 
him  with  a  cord,  and  rowed  him  down  to  a 
iship,  and  put  him  on  board  to  be  sold  as  a 
slave  in  Jamaica.  This  base  action  took 
place  near  the  garden  of  Mrs.  Banks,  tht 
mother  of  the  present  Sir  Joseph  Banks. 
Lewis,  it  appears,  on  being  seized,  screamed 
violently.  The  servants  of  Mrs.  Banks, 
who  heard  his  cries,  ran  to  his  assistance, 
but  the  boat  was  gone.  On  informing 
their  ifiistress  of  what  had  happened,  she 
sent  for  Mr.  Sharp,  who  began  now  to  be 
Jcnown  as  the  friend  of  the  helpless  Africans, 
and  professed  her  willingness  to  incur  the 
expense  of  bringing  the  delinquents  to  jus- 
tice, Mr.  Sharp,  with  some  difficulty,  pro- 
cured a  habeas  corpus,  in  consequence  of 
which  Lewis  was  brought  from  Gravesend 
j^ist  as  the  vessel  was  on  the  point  of  sailing. 
fin  action  y^m  dien  commenced  against  Sta- 
2  pylton, 
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pylton,  who  defended  himself,  on  the  plea, 
"  That  Lewis  belonged  to  him  as  his  slave." 
In  the  course  of  the  trial,  Mr.  Dunning, 
who  was  counsel  for  Lewis-,  paid  Mr.  Sharp 
a  handsome  compliment,  for  he  held  in  his 
hand  Mr.  Sharp's  book  on  the  injustice  and 
dangerous  tendency  of  tolerating  slavery  in 
England,  while  he  was  pleading ;  and  in  his 
address  to  the  jury  he  spoke  and  acted  thus  : 
•*  I  shall  submit  to  you,*'  says  Mr.  Dunning, 
**  what  my  ideas  are  upon  such  evidence, 
reserving  to  myself  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing it  more  particularly,  and  reserving 
to  myself  a  right  tp  insist  upon  a  position, 
which  I  will  maintain  (and  here  he  held  up 
the  book  to  the  notice  of  those  present)  in 
any  place  and  in  any  court  of  the  kingdom, 
that  our  laws  admit  of  no  such  property*.'* 
The  result  of  the  trial  was,  that  the  jury  pro- 
nounced the  plaintiff  not  to  have  been  the 
property  of  the  defendant,   several  of  them 
crying  out  "  No  property,  no  property." 
After  this^  one  or  two  other  trials  came 

f  It  is  lamentable  to  think,  that  the  same  Mr.  Dun« 
ningi  in  a  cause  of  this  kind,  which  came  on  afterwards^ 
look  the  opposite  side  of  the  question. 
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on,  ia  ^hich  the  oppressor  was  defeated^ 
and  several  cases  occurred,  in  which  poor 
slaves  were  liberated  from  the  holds  of  ves- 
sels, and  other  places  of  confinement,  ,by  the 
exertions  of  Mr.  Sharp.     One  of  these  cases 
'was  singular.     The  vessel  on  board  which 
a  poor  African  had  been  dragged  and  con- 
fined had  reached  the  Downs,  and  had  ac- 
tually got  under  weigh  for  the  West  Indies. 
In  two  or  three  hours  she  would  have  been 
out  of  sight;  but  just  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment the  writ  of  habeas  coipus  was  carried 
on  board.     The  officer,  who  served  it  on 
the  captain,  saw  the  miserable  African  chdn- 
^  to  the  mainmast,  bathed  in  tears,   and 
casting  a  last  mournful  look  on  the  land  of 
freedom,  which  was  fast  receding  from  his 
$ight.     The  captain,  on  receiving  the  writ, 
became  outrageous  ;  but,  knowing  the  seri-^ 
ous  consequences  of  resisting  the  law  of  the 
land,  he  gave  up  his  prisoner,  whom  the 
officer  carried  safe,  but  now  crying  for  joy, 
to  the  shore. 

But  though  the  injured  Africans,  whose 
causes  had  been  tried,  escaped  slavery,  and 
though  many,  who  had  been  forcibly  cap*, 
pied  into  dungeons,  ready  to  be  transported 

into 
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into  the  Colonies,  had  been  delivered  out  of 
them,  Mr.  Sharp  was  not  easy  in  his  mind* 
Not  one  of  the  cases  had  yet  been  pleaded 
on  the  broad  ground,  "  Whether  an  Afii- 
can  slave  coming  into  England  became 
free  ?"  This  great  question  had  been  hither- 
to studiously  avoided.  It  was  still,  therefore, 
left  in  doubt.  Mr.  Sharp  was  almost  daily 
acting  as  if  it  had  been  determined,  and  as 
if  he  had  been  following  the  known  law 
of  the  land.     He  wished  therefore  that  the 

• 

next  cause  might  be  argued  upon  this  prin<- 
ciple.  Lord  Mansfield  too,  who  had  been 
biassed  by  the  opinion  of  York  and  Talbot, 
began  to  waver  in  consequence  of  the  difie^ 
rent  pleadings  he  had  heard  on  this  subject. 
He  saw  also  no  end  of  trials  like  these, 
till  the  law  should  be  ascertained,  and  he 
was  anxious  for  a  decision  on  the  same 
basis  as  Mr.  Sharp.  In  this  situation  the 
following  case  offered,  which  was  agreed 
upon  for  the  determination  gf  this  import* 
ant  question. 

James   Somerset,   an  African   slave,  had 
been  brought  to   England  by  his  master, 
Charles  Stewart,  in  November  1769.     So- 
merset, in  process  of  time,  left  him.     Stew- 
art 
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art  took  an  opportunity  of  seizing  him,  and 
had  him  conveyed  on  board  the  Ann  and 
Mary,  captain  Knowles,  to  be  carried  out  of 
the  kingdom  and  sold  as  a  slave  in  Jamaica* 
The  question  was — ^^  Whether  a  slave,  by 
coming  into  England,  became  free  ?'* 

In  order  that  time  might  be  given  for  as- 
certaining the  law  fully  on  this  head,  the 
case  was  argued  at  three  different  sittings. 
First,  in  January,  1772 ;  secondly,  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1772;  and  thirdly,  in  May,  1772. 
And  that  no  decision  otherwise  than  what 
the  law  warranted  might  be  given,  the  opi* 
nion  of  the  Judges  was  taken  upon  the 
pleadings.  The  great  and  glorious  result  of 
the  trial  was.  That  as  soon  as  ever  any  slave 
fiet  his  foot  upon  English  territory,  he  be- 
came free. 

Thus  ended  the  great  case  of  Somerset, 
which,  having  been  determined  after  so  de- 
liberate an  investigation  of  the  law,  can  ne- 
Ter  be  reversed  while  the  British  Constitu- 
tion remains.  The  eloquence  displayed  in 
it  by  those  who  were  engaged  on  the  side 
of  liberty,  was  perhaps  never  exceeded  on 
any  occasion ;  and  the  names  of  the  counsel^ 
iors  Davy,  Glynn,  Hargrave,  Mansfield,  and 

Alleyne^ 
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Alleynftj  ought  always  to  be  remembered 
with  gratitude  by  the  friends  of  this  great 
Cause.  For  when  we  consider  in  how  many 
crowded  courts  they  pleaded,  and  the  num- 
ber of  individuals  in  these,  whose  minds 
they  enlightened,  knd  whose  hearts  they  in^ 
terested  in  the  subject,  they  are  certainly  to 
be  put  down  as  no  small  instruments  in  the 
promotion  of  it :  but  chiefly  to  him,  under 
Divine  Providence,  are  we  to  give  the  praise^ 
who  became  the  first  great  actor  in  it,  who 
devoted  his  time,  his  talents,  and  his  sub- 
stance to  this  Christian  undertaking,  and  by 
whose  laborious  researches  the  very  pleaders 
themselves  were  instructed  and  benefited. 
By  means  of  his  alm^t  incessant  vigilance 
and  attention,  and  unwearied  eflForts,  the 
poor  African  ceased  to  be  hunted  in  our 
streets  as  a  beast  of  prey.  Miserable  as  the 
roof  might  be,  under  which  he  slept,  he 
$lept  in  security.  He  walked  by  the  side  of 
the  stately  ship,  and  he  feared  no  dungeon 
in  her  hold.  Nor  ought  we,  as  Englishmen, 
to  be  less  grateful  to  this  distinguished  indi- 
vidual than  the  African  ought  to  be  upon 
this  occasion.  To  him  we  owe  it,  that  we 
no  longer  see  our  public  papers  polluted  by 

hateful 
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hateful  adverd3ra:ient8  of  the  sale  of  the 
human  species,  or  that  we  are  no  longer 
distressed  by  the  perusal  of  impious  rewards 
for  bringing  back  the  pool;  and  the  helpless 
into  slavery,  or  that  we  are  prohibited  the 
disgusting  spectacle  of  seeing  man  bought 
by  his  fellpw-man. — ^To  him,  in  short,  we 
owe  this  restoration  of  the  beauty  of  our 
constitution — this  prevention  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  our  national  disgrace. 

I  shall  say  but  little  more  of  Mr.  Sharp 
at  present,  than  that  he  felt  it  his  duty,  im- 
mediately after  the  trial, "to  write  to  Lord 
North,  then  principal  minister  of  state, 
warning  him,  in  the  most  earnest  manner, 
to  abolish  immediately  both  tlie  trade  and 
the  slavery  of  the  human  species  in  all  the 
British  dominions,  as  utterly  irreconcileable 
with  the  principles  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion, and  the  established  religion  of  the 
land. 

Among  other  coadjutors,  whom,  the  cruel 
and  wicked  practices  which  have  now  been 
so  amply  detailed  brought  forward,  was  a 
worthy  clergyman,  whose  name  I  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  learn-.  He  endeavoured  to 
interest  the  public  feeling  in  behalf  of  the 

injured 
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injured  Africans,  by  writing  an  epilogue  t6 
the  Padlock,  in  which  Mungo  appeared  as  a 
black  servant.  This  epilogue  is  so  appro- 
priate to  the  case,, that  I  cannot  but  give  it 
to  the  reader.  Mungo  enters,  and  thus  zd^ 
dresses  the  audience  : — 

^^  Thank  you,  my  Massas !  have  you  laugh  your  fill  ? 

Then  let  me  jtpeak,  nor  take  that  freedom  ill. 

E*en  from  my  tongue  some  heart-felt  truths  may  fall. 

And  outraged  Nature  claims  the  care  of  all. 

My  tale  in  any  place  would  force  a  tcar^ 

But  calls  for  stronger,  deeper  feelings  here ; 

For  whilst  I  tread  the  free-born  British  laud. 

Whilst  now  before  me  crowded  Britons  stand,— 
^       .         .  ... 

Vain,  vain  that  glorious  privilege  to  me, 

I  am  a  slave,  where  all  things  else  are  free. 

"  Yet  was  I  born,  as  you  are,  no  man's  slave. 
An  heir  to  all  that  lib'ral  Nature  gave ; 
My  mind  can  reason,  and  my  limbs  can  move 
The  same  as  yours  ;  like  yours  my  heart  can  love; 
Alike  my  body  food  and  sleep  sustain ; 
And  e*en  like  yours — feels  pleasure,  want,  and  pain. 
One  sun  rolls  o'er  us,  common  skies  surround  ; 
One  globe  supports  us,  and  one  grave  must  bound. 

'*  Why  then  am  I  devoid  of  all  to  live 
That  manly  comforts  to  a  man  can  giv^  ? 
To  live — untaught  religion's  soothing  balm. 
Or  life's  choice  arts  ;  to  live — unknown  the  calm 
Of  soft  domestic  ease  5  those  sweets  of  life. 
The  duteous  offspring,  and  th'  endearing  wife  ? 

To 


ABOLITION  OF  THB  SLAVE-TRADI.  81 

To  live — to  property  and  rights  unknown, 
Not  e'en  the  common  benefits  my  own  ! 
No  arm  to  guard  me  from  Oppression's  rod. 
My  will  subservient  to  a  tyrant's  nod  ! 
No  gentle  hand,  when  life  is  in  decay^ 
To  soothe  my  pains,  and  charm  my  cares  away ; 
But  helpless  left  to  quit  the  horrid  stage. 
Harassed  in  youth^  and  desolate  in  age  ! 

^  But  I  was  bom  in  Afric's  tawny  strand. 
And  you  in  fair  Britannia's  fairer  land. 
Comes  freedom,  then,  from  colour  ?-Blush  with  shame ! 
And  let  strong  Nature's  crimson  mark  your  blame. 
T  speak  to  Britons. — ^Britons,  then,  behold 
A  man  by  Britons  snar'd,  and  seiz'd^  and  sold  f 
And  yet  no  British  statute  damns  the  deed, 
,Nor  do  the  more  than  murd'rous  villains  bleed. 

*^  0  sons  of  freedom  1  equalize  your  laws, 
Be  all  consistent,  plead  the  Negro's  cause ; 
That  all  the  nations  in  your  code  may  see 
The  British  Negro,  like  the  Briton,  free. 
But,  should  he  supplicate  your  laws  in  vain^ 
To  break,  for  ever,  this  disgraceful  chain. 
At  least,  let  gentle  usage  so  abate 
Tlic  galling  terrors  of  its  passing  state. 
That  be  may  share  kind  Heav'n's  all  social  plan  ; 
For,  though  no  Briton,  Mungo  is — a  man." 

I  may  now  add,  that  few  theatrical  pieces 
had  a  greater  run  than  the  Padlock ;  and  that 
this  epilogue,  which  was  attached  to  it  soon 
after  it  came  out,  procured  a  good  deal  qf 

VOL.  ;•  a  feelifig 
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feeling  for  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  whose 
cause  it  was  intended  to  serve* 

Another  coadjutor,  to  whom  these  cruel 
and  wicked  practices  gave  birth,  was  Thomas 
l)ay,  the  celebrated  author  of  Sandford  and 
Merton,  and  whose  virtues  were  well  known 
among  those  who  had  the  happiness  of  his 
friendship.  In  the  year  1773  he  published 
a  poem,  which  he  wrote  expressly  in  behalf 
of  the  oppressed  Africans.  He  gave  it  the 
name  of  The  Dying  Negro.  The  preface 
to  it  was  written  in  an  able  manner  by  his 
friend  counsellor  Bicknell,  who  is  therefore 
to  be  ranked  among  the  coadjutors  in  this 
great  cause.  The  poem  was  founded  on  a 
simple  fact,  wliich  had  taken  place  a  yeai: 
or  two  before.  A  poor  Negro  had  been 
seized  in  Ix^ndon,  and  forcibly  put  on  board 
a  ship,  where  he  destroyed  himself,  rather 
than  return  to  the  land  of  slavery.  To  the 
poem  is  affixed  a  frontispiece,  in  which  the 
Negro  is  represented.  He  is  made  to  stand 
in  an  attitude  of  the  most  earnest  address  to 
Heaven,  in  the  course  of  which,  with  the 
fatal  dagger  in  his  hand,  he  breaks  forth  in 
the  following  words :  " 

'*  To  you  this  unpolluted  blood  I  pour, 
To  you  that  spirit,  which  ye  gave,  restore." 

This 
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is  poem,  which  was  the  first  ever  wrio 
ten  expressly  on  the  subject,  was  read  extent 
lively }  and  it  added  to  the  sympathy  in  fa^ 
vour  of  sufiering  humanity,  which  was  now 
beginning  to  show  itself  in  the  kingdom. 

About  this  time  the  first  edition  of  the 
Essay  on  Truth  made  its  appearance  in  the 
world  Dr.  Beatde  took  an  opportunity,  ia 
this  wwk,  of  vindicating  the  intellectual 
powers  of  the  Africans  from  the  aspersions 
of  Hume,  and  of  condemning  their  slavery 
as  a  barbarous  piece  of  policy,  and  as  incon-* 
siitent  with  the  free  and  generous  spirit  of 
the  British  nation* 

In  the  year  1774,  John  Wesley,  the  cele* 
brtted  divine,  to  whose  pious  labours  the 
religious  world  will  be  long  indebted,  un- 
dertook the  cause  of  the  poor  Africans* 
He  had  been  in  America,  and  had  seen  and 
pitied  their  hard  condition.  The  work 
which  he  gave  to  the  world  in  consequence, 
was  entitled  Thoughts  on  Slavery.  Mr. 
Wesley  had  this  great  cause  much  at  heart, 
and  frequently  recommended  it  to  the  sup* 
port  of  those  who  attended  his  useful  xxii« 
nistry. 

In    the    year   1776,  the  abbf  Proyart 
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brought  out,  at  Paris,  his  History  of  Lo- 
ango,  and  other  kingdoms  in  Africa,  in 
which  he  did  ample  justice  to  the  moral  and 
hitellectual  character  of  the  natives  there. 

T5ie  same  year  produced  two  new  friends 
in  England,  in  the  same  cause,  but  m  a  line  in 
Which  rto  one  had  yet  moved.  David  Hart- 
ley^ then  a  member  of  parliament  for  Hull, 
ttnd  the  son  of  Dr.  Hartley  who  wrote  the 
Essay  on  Man,  foiitod  it  impossible  any 
longer  to  pass  ovef  without  notice  the  casb 
of  thie  oppressed  Africans.  He  had  long 
felt* fbrl  their  wretched  c6nditi6faj  and,avail*- 
irig  himself  of  his  legislative  Sitliation,  he 
made  a  motion  in  the'  housd  of  tOrtktilons, 
"  That  the  Slavertrade  was  contttiTy  to  the 
laws  of  God,  and  the  right*  of  tticn." 
Iri  oi*der  that  he  might  interest  the  members 
as*  much  as  possible  in  his  mocidr^,  he  had 
previously  obtained  some  of  the  chains  ill 
use'in  this  cruel  traffic,  and  had  laid  them 
upon  rfie  table  cff  the  house  of  commons. 
His  motion  was  seconded  by  that  great  pa- 
trtot  tmd  philanthropist,  sir  George  Saville. 
But  though  I  am  now  to  state  that  it  failed, 
I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  a  matter  of 
pleasing  reflection,  that  this  great  -subject 

was 
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was  first  introduced  into  parliament  by 
those  who  were  worthy  of  it ;  by  those  who 
had  clean  hands  and  irreproachable  charao 
ters,  and  to  whom  no  motive  of  party  ox 
faction  could  be  imputed,  but  only  such  as 
must  have  arisen  from  a  love  of  justice,  a 
true  feeling  of  humanity,  and  a  proper 
sense  of  religion. 

About  this  time  two  others,  men  of  great 
talents  and  learning,  promoted  the  cause  of 
the  injured  Africans,  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  introduced  them  to  notice  in 
their  respective  works. 

Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  Theory  of  MoraJi 
Sentiments,  had,  so  early  as  the  year  1759| 
held  them  up  in  an  honourable,  and  their 
tyrants  in  a  degrading  light.  ''  There .  is 
not  a  Negro  from  the  coast  of.  Africa,  who 
does  not,  in  this  respect,  possess  a  degree 
of  magnanimity,  which  the  soul  of  I\is 
sordid  master  is  too  often  scarce,  c^g^ble  of 
conceiving.  Fortune ,  never  exerted  more 
cruelly  her  empire  over  mankind,  than 
when  she  subjected  those  nations  of  heroes  to 
the  refuse  of  the  gaols  of  Europe,  to  wretches 
who  possess  the  virtue  neitlier  of  the  cquUf* 
tries  they  came  from,  nor,  of  those  they  go 

to. 
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tO|  and  -vehose  levity,  brutality,  and  base* 
fiOM  €0  justly  eicpose  them  to  the  contempt 
of  the  vanquished."  And  now,  in  1770, 
in  his  Wealth  of  Nations,  he  showed ,  in  a 
forcible  manner  (for  he  appealed  to  the  in«» 
terest  of  those  concerned)  the  dearness  of 
African  labour,  or  the  impolicy  of  employ^ 
ing  slaves. 

Professor  Millar,  in  his  Origin  of  Ranks, 
followed  Dn  Smith  on  the  same  groun4« 
He  explained  the  impolicy  of  slavery  in 
general,  by  its  bad  efiects  upon  industry, 
population,  and  morals.  These  effects  he 
attached  to  the  system  of  agriculture  as 
followed  in  our  islands.  He  showed,  be? 
sides,  how  little  pains  were  taken,  or  how 
&w  contrivances  were  thought  of,  to  ease 
the  labourers  there.  He  contended,  that 
the  Africans  ought  to  be  better  treated,  and 
to* be  raised  to  a  better  condition;  and  he 
ridiculed  the  inconsistency  of  those  who 
held  them  in  bondage*  ^  It  affords,"  says  he, 
^  a  curiou^.  spectacle  to  observe  that  the  same 
people,  who  talk  in  a  high  strain  of  poUtical 
liberty,  and  who  consider  the  privilege  of 
imposing  their  own  taxes  as  one  of  the  im* 
alienable  right9  of  mankind,  should  make 

no 
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ao  scruple  of  ^reducing  a  great  proportion  of 
their  feUow-creatures  into  circumstances,  by 
which  th«7  are  not  only  deprived  of  pro-* 
perty,  but  almost  of  every  species  of  right 
Fortune  perhaps  never  produced  a  situation 
more  calculated  to  ridicule  a  liberal  hypo- 
thesis,  or  to  show  how  little  the  conduct  of 
men  is  at  the  bottom  directed  by  any  philo- 
sophical principles."  It  is  a  great  honour 
to  the  university  of  Glasgow,  that  it  should 
have  produced,  before  any  public  agitation 
of  this  question,  three  professors  *,  all  of 
whom  bore  their  public  testimony  against 
the  continuance  of  the  cruel  trade. 

From  this  time,  or  from  about  the  year 
1776,  to  about  the  year  1782,,  I  am  to  put 
down  three  other  coadjutors,  whose  labours 
seem  to  have  come  in  a  right  season  for  the 
promotion  of  the  cause. 

The  first  of  these  was  Dr.  Robertson.  In 
his  History  of  America,  he  laid  open  many 
facts  relative  to  this  subjecL  He  showed 
himself  a  warm  friend  both  of  tjie  Indians 
and  Africans,     He  lost  no  opportunity  of 

^  The  other  was  professor  Hutcheson^  before  men- 
tiOQ^  ia  p.  49* 

condemning 
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condemning  that  trade  which  brought  the  ^ 
.latter  into  bondage  :  "  a  trade,"  says  he, 
^^  which  is  no  less  repugnant  to  the  feelings 
of  humanity  than  to  the  principles  of  reli-i* 
gion."  And  in  his  Charles  the  Fifth,  he 
showed  in  a  manner  that  was  clear,  and  ne« 
ver  to  be  controverted,  that  Christianity 
was  the  great  cause  in  the  twelfth -century 
of  extirpating  slavery  from  the  West  of  Eu- 
rope. By  the  establishment  of  this  fact, 
he  rendered  important  services  to  the  op- 
pressed Africans.  For  if  Christianity,  when 
it  began  to  be  felt  in  the  heart,  dictated  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  it  certainly  became 
those  who  lived  in  a  Christian  country,  and 
who  professed  the  Christian  religion,  to  put 
an  end  to  this  cruel  trade. 

The  second  was  the  abbe  Raynal.  This 
author  gave  an  account  of  the  laws,  govern- 
ment, and  religion  of  Africa,  of  the  pro- 
duce of  it,  of  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants, 
of  the  trade  in  slaves,  of  the  manner  of  pro- 
curing these,  with  several  other  particulars 
relating  to  thp  subject.  And  at  the  end  of 
his  accoimt,  fearing  lest  the  good  advice  he 
had  given  for  making  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  more  comfortable  should  be  construed 

into 
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into  an  approbation  of  such  a  traffic^  be 
employed  several  pages  in  showing  its  utter 
inconsistency  with  sound  policy,  justice, 
reason,  humanity,  and  religion. 

**  I  will  not  here,!'  says  he,  *'  so  •far  de* 
base  myself  as  to  enlarge  the  ignominiou9 
list  of  those  writers,  who  devote  their  abUi* 
ties  to  justify  by  policy  what  morality  con-*  ' 
demns.  In  an  age  where  so  many  errors 
are  boldly  laid  open,  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able to  conceal  any  truth  tliat  is  interesting 
to  humanity.  If  whatever  I  have  liitherto 
advanced  hath  seemingly  tended  only  to  aller 
viate  the  burthen  of  slavery,  the  reason  is^ 
that  it  was  first  necessary  to  give  somf^  com^ 
fort  to  those  unhappy  beings,  whom  we 
cannot  set  free,  and  convince  their  oppres-- 
sors,  that  they  were  crutl,  to  the  prejudice  of 
their  real  interests.  But,  in  tlie  mean  time, 
till  some  considerable  revolution  shall  make 
the  evidence  of  this  great  truth  felt,  it  may 
.not  be  improper  to  pursue  this  subject 
further.  I  shall  then  first  prove  that  there  is 
no  reason  of  state,  which  can  authorize 
slavery.  I  shall  not  be  afraid  to  cite  to  the 
tribunal  of  reason  and  justice  those  govera^ 
ments,  which  tolerate  this  cruelty,  or  which 

even 
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even  are  not  ashamed  to  nuke  it  the  basis 
of  their  p  wer.'* 

And  a  little  further  on  he  observes-^ 
^  Will  it  be  said  that  he,  who  wants  to 
make  me  a  slave,  does  me  no  injury,  but 
that  he  only  makes  use  of  his  rights  ?  Where 
are  those  rights  ?  Who  hath  stamped  upon 
them  so  sacred  a  character  as  to  silence 
mine  ?" — 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  paragraph 
he  speaks  thus :  ^^  He,  who  supports  the 
system  of  slavery,  is  the  enemy  of  the  whole 
human  race.  He  divides  it  into  two  so^ 
cieties  of  legal  assassins ;  the  oppressors,  and 
the  oppressed.  It  is  the  same  thing  as  pro^ 
claiming  to  the  world,  If  you  would  pre^ 
serve  your  life,  instantly  take  away  mine, 
for  I  want  to  have  yours.'* 

Going  on  two  pages  further,  we  find  these 
words :  "  But  the  Negros,  they  say,  are  a 
race  bom  for  slavery ;  their  dispositions  are 
narrow,  treacherous,  and  wicked;  they 
themselves  allow  the  superiority  of  our  un- 
derstandings, and  almost  acknowledge  the 
justice  of  our  authority.~Yes— The  minds 
of  the  Negros  are  contracted,  because  slavery 
destroys  all  the  springs  of  the  souL    They 

are 
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are  wicked,  biat  not  equally  so  with  yon. 
They  ;ire  treacherous,  because  they  are  uo^ 
der  no  obligation  to  speak  truth  to  their  tj^ 
rants.  They  acknowledge  the  superiorityof 
our  understanding,  because  we  have  abused 
their  ignorance.  They  allow  the  justice  of 
our  authority,  because  we  have  abused  their 
weakness.*' 

^^  But  these  Negros,  it  is  further  urged, 
were  born  slaves.  Barbarians !  will  you  per* 
suade  me,  that  a  man  can  be  the  property 
of  a  sovereign,  a  son  the  property  of  a  fa^ 
ther,  a  wife  the  property  of  a  husband,  a 
'  domestic  the  property  of  a  master,  a  Negro 
the  property  of  a  planter?" 

But  I  have  no  time  to  follow  this  ani- 
mated author,  even  by  short  extracts,through 
the  varied  strains  of  eloquence  which  he 
displays  upon  this  occasion.  I  can  only  say, 
that  his  labours  entitle  him  to  a  high  station 
^mong  the  benefactors  to  the  African  race. 

The  third  was  Dr.  Paley,  whose  genius, 
talents,  and  learning  have  been  so  eminently 
displayed  in  his  writings  in  the  cause  of  na- 
tural and  revealed  religion.  Dr.  Paley  did 
not  write  any  essay  expressly  in  fevour  of 
the  Africans.    But  in  his  Moral  Philosophy, 

where 
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where  h^/treatedottijBlavery^  he  ^bok  an  op* 
port\i:mty.*  of  condemaing,  in  very  severe 
tenms^.'^  continuaace  of  it.  Iii  diis  work 
he  defined  what  slavery  was,  and  how  it 
plight  arise  consistently  with  the  law  of  na- 
ture ;  but  he  made  .an  exception  against  that 
y?hi^h  arose  from  the  African  trade.  ^ 

"  The  Slave-trade,"  says  he,  "  upon  the 
coast  ofiAfrica,  is  not  excused  by  these  prin- 
ciples. When  slaves  in  that  country  are 
brought  to  market,  no  questions,  I  believe, 
are  asked  about  the.origui  or  justice  of  the 
vendor's  title.  It  may  be  presumed,  tbere-r 
fore,  that,  this  title  is  not  always,  if  it  be 
ever,  founded  in  any  of  the  causes  above 
assigned." 

*^  But  defect  of  right  in  the  first  purchase 
is  the  least  crime  with  which  this  traffic  is 
chargeable.  The  natives  are  excited  to  war 
and  mutual  depredation,  for  the  sake  of 
supplying  their  contracts,  or  furnishing  the 
mai'kets  with  slaves.  With  this  the  wicked- 
ness begins.  The  slaves,  torn  away  from 
their  parents,  wives  and  children,  from  their 
friends  and  companions,  from  their  fields 
and  flocks,  from  their  home  and  country, 
are  transported  to  the  European  settlements 

in 
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tn  America,  with  no  cther^accoifaniGidaddQ 
on  ship-l>bard  than  what  is  provided  for 
brutes.  This  is  the -iocond  stage  of  dbe 
cruelty,: from  -which  the  miserable  exiles  are 
delivered,  only  to  be  placed,  and  that  for 
life,  in  Subjection  to  a- (dominion  and  system 
of  laws,  the  most  merciless  and  tyrannical 
that  evei^^trere  tolerated  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth:  atnd  from  all  that  can  be  learned  by 
the  accounts  of  people-  upon  thaj^pot,  the 
inordinate  authorityf  "which  the  i^lantationp 
laws  confer  upon  thief  'slave-holder,  is  exet- 
tm^  by  die  English^ilave^holder^  especially, 
Widlf vigour  abd'biputqflity/'  .  :  a  .  .u  '  i 
'.**'^  l^j^ttecessity'.ie  pretended,  the  .nam^ 
under  which  ^vetyi^enormity  is^  tempted  to 
be  justified;  and  after  all^  What  is^  the.  no- 
fces8(kyt  It  has  never  been  proved  that  tjie 
inndcotild  liqr  be  cultivated  there,  as  ijt  is 
kere,  by  hired '  servafits.  It  is  sai^  that  it 
could  ii^ot  be  cultivated  with  quite  the  same 
convbniency  and  cheapness^-Jisj.by.tlxe  labouf 
of  slaves ;  by  which  means,*  a  pound  of  sur- 
gar,  which  the  planter  notv  sells  for  si^u- 
{lence,  could  not  be  afforded  under  sixpence- 
halfpenny — arid  this  is  the  necessity!" 
"  The  great  revohition,  which  has  taken 

place 
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j^kee  in  the  Western  world,  xsoff  probably 
conduce  (and  who  knows  but  that  it  wai 
designed)  to  accelerate  the  fall  of  this  abo* 
xninable  tyranny :  and  now  that  this  contest 
and  the  passions  which  attend  it  are  no 
more,  there  may  succeed  perhaps  a  season 
for  reflecting,  whether  a  legislature,  which 
had  so  Idng  lent  Its  assistance  to  the  support 
of  an  institution  replete  with  human  misery, 
was  fit  to  be  trusted  with  an  empire,  the 
most  extensive  that  ever  obtained  in  any  age 
or  quarter  of  the  world," 

The  publication  of  these  sentiments  may 
be  supposed  to  have  produced  an  exten«ive 
effect.  For  the  Moral  Philosophy  was 
adopted  early  by  some  of  the  colleges  in  our 
imiversities  into  the  system  of  their  educa- 
tion. It  soon  found  its  way  also  into  most 
of  the  private  libraries  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
it  was,  besides,  generally  read  and  approved. 
Dr.  Paley.  therefore,  must  be  considered  as 
having  been  a  considerable  coadjutor  in  in* 
teresting  the  mind  of  the  public  in  favour 
of  the  oppressed  Africans. 

In  the  year  1783,  we  find  Mr.  Sharp 
coming:  '\%'\\xi  into  notice.  We  find  him  at 
this  time  taking  a  part  in  a  cause,  the  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  of  which)  in  proportion  as  it  was  dis« 
seminated,  produced  an  earnest  desire  among 
all  disinterested  persons  for  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave-trade. 

In  this  year,  certain  underwriters  desired 
to  be  heard  against  Grcgson  and  others  of 
Liverpool)  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Zong^ 
captain  O)llingwood,  alleging  that  the  cap- 
tain and  officers  of  the  said  vessel  threw 
overboard  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
slaves  alive  into  the  sea,  in  order  to  defraud 
them,  by  claiming  the  value  of  the  said 
slaves,  as  if  they  had  been  lost  in  a  natural' 
way.  In  the  course  of  the  trial,  which  zf^ 
terwards  came  on,  it  appeared,  ths^t  tht 
slaves  on  board  the  Zc.ng  were  very  sickly ; 
that  sixty  of  them  had  already  died;  and 
several  were  ill  and  likely  to  die,  when  the 
taptain  proposed  to  James  Kelsall,  the  mate, 
and  others,  to  throw  several  of  them  over* 
board,  stating  ^  that  if  they  died  a  natural 
death,  the  loss  would  fall  upon  the  owners 
of  the  ship,  but  that,  if  they  were  thrown 
into  the  sea,  it  woidd  fall  upon  the  under- 
writers.'' He  selected  accordingly  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  of  the  most  sickly  of 
the  slaves.  Fifty-four  of  these  were  imme- 
diately 
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diatelj'  throwa  overboard,  arid  fotty^ti^o 
were  made  to  be  partakers  of  their  fate  oa 
the  succeeding  day*  In  the  course  of  three 
days  afterwards  the  remaining  twenty-sir 
were  brought  upon  deck  to  complete  the 
number  of  victims.  The  first  sixteen  sub- 
ijfiitted  to  be  thrown  into  the  sea  j  but  the 
xe^t  with  a  noble  resolution  would  not  suf- 
fter  the  officers  to  touch  them,  but  leaped 
after  their  con&panions  and  shared  their 
fete. 

I  The  plea,  which  was  set  up  in  behalf  of 
tliis  atrocious  and  unparalleled  act  of  wicked-* 
ntes,  was,  that  the  captain  discovered,  whea 
he  made  the  proposal,  that  he  had  only  two 
hundred  gallons  of  water  on  board,  and  that 
he  had  missed  his  port.  It  was  proved, 
however,  in  answer  to  this,  that  no  one  had 
been  put  jupon  short  allowance ;  and  that,  ai 
if  Providence  had  determined  to  afford  an 
unequivocal  proof  of  the  guilt,  a  shower  of 
rain  fell  and  continued  for  three  days  im- 
mediately after  the  second  lot  of  slaves  had 
been  destroyed,  by  means  of  which  they 
might  have  filled  many  of  their  vessels  * 

*  It  appeared  that  they  filled  six. 

with 
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with  water^  and  thus  have  prevented  alLne^ 
cessity  for  the  destruction  of  the  third. 

Mr.  Sharp  was  present  at  this  trial,  and 
procured  the  attendance  of  a  short-hand- 
writer  to  take  down  the  facts,  which  should 
tome  out  in  the  course  of  it.  These  he 
gave  to  the  public  afterwards.  He  commu-* 
nicated  them  also,  with  a  copy  of  the  trial, 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  as  the  guar- 
dians of  justice  upon  the  seas,  and  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  as  principal  minister  of 
8tate.  No  notice  however  was  taken  by  any 
of  these,  of  the  information  which  had  been 
thus  sent  them. 

But  though  nothing  was^done  by  the  per- 
sons then  in  power,  in  consequence  of  the 
murder  of  so  many  innocent  individuals, 
yet  the  publication  of  an  account  of  it  by 
Mr.  Sharp  in  the  newspapers,  made  such  an 
impression  upon  others,  that  new  coadju- 
tors rose  up.  For,  soon  after  this,  we  find 
Thomas  Day  entering  the  lists  again  as  the 
champion  of  the  injured  Africans.  He  had 
lived  to  see  his  poem  of  The  Dying  Negro, 
which  had  been  published  in  1773,  make  a 
considerable  impression.  In  1776,  he  had 
written  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  America,  who 

VOL.  I.  H  was 
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was  the  possessor  of  slaves,  to  dissuade  him 
by  a  number  of  arguments  from  holding 
such  property.  And  now,  when  the  know- 
ledge of  the  case  of  the  '^ship  Zong  was 
spreading,  he  published  that  letter  under  the 
title  of  Fragment  of  an  Original  Letter  on 
the  Slavery  of  the  Negroes, 

In  this  same  year,  Dr.  Porteus,  bishop  of 
Chester,  but  now  bishop  of  London,  came 
forward  as  a  new  advocate  for  the  natives  of 
Africa.  The  way  in  which  he  rendered 
them  service,  was  by  preaching  a  sermon  in 
their  behalf,  before  the  Society  for  the  Pro-w 
pagation  of  the  Gospel.  Of  the  wide  cir- 
culation of  this  sermon,  I  shall  say  some- 
thing in  another  place,  but  much  more  of 
the  enlightened  and  pious  author  of  it,  who 
from  this  time  never  failed  to  aid,  at  every 
opportunity,  the  cause,  which  he  had  so 
ably  undertaken. 

In  the  year  1784,  Dr.  Gregory  produced 
his  Essays  Historical  and  Moral.  He  took 
an  opportunity  of  disseminating  in  these  a 
circumstantial  knowledge  of  the  Slave-trade, 
and.  an  equal  abhorrence  of  it  at  die  same 
time.  He  explained  the  manner  of  pro- 
curing slaves  in  Africa;  the  treatment  of 

them 
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them  in  the  passage,  (in  which  he  mentioned 
the  case  of  the  ship  Zong,)  and  the  wicked 

and  cruel  treatment  of  them  in  the  colonies. 

• 

He  recited  and  refuted  also  the  various  ar- 
guments adduced  in  defence  of  the  trade. 
He  showed  that  it  was  destructive  to  our 
seamen.  He  produced  many  weighty  ar- 
guments also  against  the  slavery  itself.  He 
proposed  clauses  for  an  act  of  parliament 
for  the  abolition  of  both ;  showing  the  good 
both  to  England  and  her  colonies  from  such 
a  measure,  and  that  a  trade  might  be  sub- 
stituted in  Africa,  in  various  articles,  for 
that  which  he  proposed  to  suppress.  By 
means  of  the  diffusion  of  light  like  this, 
both  of  a  moral  and  political  nature,  Dr. 
Gregory  is  entitled  to  be  ranked  among  the 
benefactors  to  the  African  race. 

In  the  same  year,  Gilbert  Wakefield 
preached  a  sermon  at  Richmond  in  Surry, 
whercj  speaking  of  the  people  of  this  nation, 
he  says,  "  Have  we  been  as  renowned  for  a 
liberal  communication  of  our  religion  and 
our  laws  as  for  the  possession  of  them? 
Have  we  navigated  and  conquered  to  save, 
to  civilize,  and  to  instruct ;  or  to  oppress,  to 
plunder,  and   to   destroy  ?    Let   India  and 

H  2-  Africa 
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Africa  give  the  answer  to  these  questions* 
The  one  we  have  exhausted  of  her  wealth  and 
her  inhabitants  by  violence,  by  famine,  and 
by  every  species  of  tyranny  and  murder. 
The  children  of  the  other  we  daily  carry 
from  off  the  land  of  their  nativity,  like 
sheep  to  the  slaughter,  to  return  no  more. 
We  tear  them  from  every  object  of  their 
affection,  or,  sad  alternative,  drag  them  to« 
gether  to  the  horrors  of  a  mutual  servitude! 
We  keep  them  in  the  profoundest  ignorance. 
We  gall  them  in  a .  tenfold  chain,  with  an 
unrelenting  spirit  of  barbarity,  inconceiv- 
able to  all  but  the  spectators  of  it,  unex- 
ampled among  former  ages  and  other  na- 
tions, and  unrecorded  even  in  the  bloody 
registers  of  heathen  persecution..  Such  is 
the  conduct  of  us  enlightened  Englishmen, 
reformed  Christians  1  Thus  have  we  profited 
by  our  superior  advantages,  by  the  favour 
of  God,  by  the  doctrines  and  example  of  a 
meek  and  lowly  Savioun  Will  not  the 
blessings  which  we  have  abused  loudly 
testify  against  us  ?  Will  not  the  blood  which 
we  have  shed  cry  from  the  ground  for  ven- 
geance upon  our  sins  ?" 

In  the  same  year,  James  Ramsay,  vicar 

of 
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Off  Teston  in  Kent,  became  also  an  able, 
zealous,  and  indefatigable  patron  of  the 
African  cause.  This  gentleman  had  resided 
nineteen  years  in  the  island  of  St.  Christo- 
pher, where  he  had  observed  the  treatment  of 
the  slaves,  and  had  studied  the  laws  relating 
to  them.  On  his  return  to  England,  yield- 
ing to  his  own  feelings  of  duty  and  the  so- 
licitations of  some  amiable  friends,  he  pub- 
li^ed  a  work,  which  he  called  An  Essay  on 
the  Treatment  and  Conversion  of  the  Africaa 
Slaves  in  the  British  Sugar  Colonies.  After 
having  given  an  account  of  the  relative  si- 
tuation of  master  and  slave  in  various  parts 
of  the  world,  he  explained  the  low  and  de- 
grading situation  which  the  Africans  held  in 
society  in  our  own  islands.  He  showed 
that  their  importance  would  be  increased, 
and  the  temporal  interest  of  their  masters 
-pr(mK)ted,  by  giving  them  freedom,  and 
by  granting  them  other  privileges.  He 
showed  the*  great  difficulty  of  instructing 
them  in  the  state  in  which  they  then  were, 
and  such  as  he  himself  had  experienced  both 
in  his  private  and  public  attempts,  and  such 
as  others  had  experienced  also.  He  stated 
the  way  in  which  private  attempts  of  this 

nature 
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nature  might  probably  be  successful.  He 
then  answered  all  objections  against  their 
capacities,  as  drawn  from  philosophy,  form, 
anatomy,  and  observation  ;  and  vindicated 
these  from  his  own  experience.  And  lastly, ^ 
he  threw  out  ideas  for  the  improvement  of 
their  condition,  by  an  establishment  of  a 
greater  number  of  spiritual  pastors  among 
them  ;  by  giving  them  more  privileges  than 
they  then  possessed ;  and  by  extending  to* 
wards  them  the  benefits  of  a  proper  police. 
Mr.  Ramsay  had  no  other  motive  for  giving 
this  work  to  the  public,  than  that  of  hu* 
manity,  or  a  wish  to  serve  this  much-injured 
part  of  the  human  species.  For  he  com-, 
piled  it  at  the  hazard  of  forfeiting  that 
friendship,  which  he  had  contracted  with 
many  during  his  residence  in  the  islands, 
and  of  suffering  much  in  his  private  pro- 
perty, as  well  as  subjecting  himself  to  the 
ill-will  and  persecution  of  numerous  indivi- 
duals. 

The  publication  of  this  book  by  one,  who 
professed  to  have  been  so  long  resident  in 
the  islands,  and  to  have  been  an  eye-witness 
of  facts,  produced,  as  may  easily  be  sup- 
posed,   a  good  deal  of  conversation,    and 

made 
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made  a  considerable  impression,  but  parti- 
cularly at  this  time,  when  a  storm  was  visi- 
bly gathering  over  the  heads  of  the  oppres- 
sors of  the  African  race.  These  circum- 
stances occasioned  one  or  two  persons  to  at- 
tempt to  answer  it,and  these  answers  brought 
Mr.  Ramsay  into  the  first  controversy  ever 
entered  into  on  this  subject,  during  which, 
as  is  ^e  case  in  most  controversies,  the  cause 
of  truth  was  spread. 

The  works,  which  Mr.  Ramsay  wrote 
upon  this  subject,  were,  the  Essay,  just  men- 
tioned, in  1784.  An  Enquiry,  also,  into  the 
Effects  of  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave-trade, 
in  1784.  A  Reply  to  personal  Invectives  and 
Objections,  in  1785.  A  Letter  to  James Tobin, 
Esq.,  in  1787.  Objections  to  the  Abolition  of 
the  Slave-trade, with  Answers :  and  an  Exami- 
nation of  Harris's  Scriptural  Researches  on 
the  Licitness  of  the  Slave-trade,  in  1788; 
—  and  An  Address  on  the  proposed  Bill  tor' 
the  Abolition  ot  the  S^-^ve-trade,  in  1789.  In 
short,  from  the  time  when  he  first  took  up 
the  cause,  he  was  engaged  in  it  till  his  death, 
which  was  not  a  little  accelerated  by  his 
e-xertions.  He  lived  however  to  see  this' 
cause  in  a  train  for  parliamentary  inquiry, 

and 
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and  he  died  satisfied,  being  convinced,  as 
he  often  expressed,  that  the  investigation 
must  inevitably  lead  to  the  total  abolition  of 
the  Slave-trade, 

In  the  next  year,  that  is,  in  the  year  1785, 
another  advocate  was  seen  in  monsieur 
Necker,  in  his  celebrated  work  on  the  French 
Finances,  which  had  just  been  translated 
into  the  English  language  from  the  original 
work,  in  1784.  This  virtuous  statesman, 
after  having  given  his  estimate  of  the  po* 
pulation  and  revenue  of  the  French  West 
Indiaa  colonies,  proceeds  thus :  *^  The  co^ 
lonies  of  France  contain,  as  we  have  seen^ 
near  five  hundred  thousand  slaves,  and  it  is 
from  the  number  of  these  poor  wretches 
that  the  inhabitants  set  a  value  on  their 
plantations.  What  a  dreadful  prospect !  and 
how  profound  a  subject  for  reflection!  Alas! 
how  little  are  we  both  in  our  morality  and 
our  principles !  We  preach  up  humanity, 
and  yet  go  every  year  to  bind  in  chains 
twenty  thousand  natives  of  Africa !  We  call 
the  Moors  barbarians  and  ruflians,  because 
they  attack  the  liberty  of  Europeans  at  the 
risk  of  their  own ;  yet  these  Europeans  go, 
without  danger,  ^nd  as  mere  speculators^ 

to 
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CO  purchase  slaves  by  gratifying  the  avarice 
of  their  masters,  and  excite  all  those  bloody 
ficenes,  which  are  the  usual  preliminaries  of 
this  traffic  !'*  He  goes  on  still  further  in  the 
same  strain*  He  then  shows  the  kind  of 
power,  which  has  supported  tliis  execrable 
trade.  He  throws  out  the  idea  of  a  general 
compact,  by  which  all  the  European  nations 
should  agree  to  abolish  it.  And  he  indulges 
the  pleasing  hope,  that  it  may  take  place 
even  in  the  present  generation. 

In  the  same  year  we  find  other  coadjutors 
coming  before  our  view,  but  these  in  a  line 
different  from  that,  in  which  any  other  be- 
longing to  this  class  had  yet  moved.  Mr. 
George  White,  a  clergyman  of  the  esta- 
blished church,  and  Mr.  John  Chubb,  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  William  Tucket,  the  mayor  of 
Bridgewater,  where  they  resided,  and  to 
others  of  that  town,  the  propriety  of  peti- 
tioning parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave-trade.  This  petition  was  agreed  upon, 
and,  when  drawn  up,  was  as  follows: — 

"  The  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Bridge  water  showeth, 

"  That  your  petitioners,  reflecting  with 
the  deepest  sensibility  on  the  deplorable  con-  . 

dition 
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dition  of  that  part  of  the  human  species, 
the  African  Negros,  who  by  the  most  flagi- 
tious means  are  reduced  to  slavery  and 
misery  in  the  British  colonies,  beg  leave  to 
address  this  honourable  house  in  their  be* 
half,  and  to  express  a  just  abhorrence  of  a 
system  of  oppression,  which  no  prospect  of 
private  gain,  no  consideration  of  public  ad- 
vantage, no  plea  of  political  expediency,  can 
sufficiently  justify  or  excuse. 

"  That,  satisfied  as  your  petitionees  are 
that  this  inhuman  system  meets  with  the 
general  execration  of  mankind,  they  flatter 
themselves  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
it  will  be  universally  abolished.  And  they 
most  ardently  hope  to  see  a  British  parlia- 
ment, by  the  extinction  of  that  sanguinary 
traffic,  extend  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
millions  beyond  this  realm,  hold  up  to  an 
enlightened  world  a  glorious  and  merciful 
example,  and  stand  foremost  in  the  defence 
of  the  violated  rights  of  human  nature.'* 

This  petition  was  presented  by  the  ho- 
nourable Ann  Poulet,  and  Alexander  Hood, 
esq,,(now  lord  Bridport)  who  were  the  mem-r 
bers  for  the  town  of  Bridgewater.  It  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.     The  answer, 

l?srhich 
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wliich  these  gentlemen  gave  to  tl^eir  coasd«* 
tuents  relative  to  the  reception  of  it  in  the 
hoYise  of  commons,  is  worthy  of  notice: 
•'  There  did  not  appear/*  say  they  in  their 
common  letter, "  the  least  disposition  to  pay 
any  further  attention  to  it.  Every  one  al- 
most says,  that  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade  must  immediately  throw  the  West 
Indian  islands  into  convulsions,  and  soon 
complete  their  utter  ruin.  Thus  they  will 
not  trust  Providence  for  its  protection  for  so 
pious  an  undertaking." 

In  the  year  1786,  captain  J.  S.  Smith  of 
the  royal  navy  offered  himself  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  public  in  behalf  of  the  African 
cause.  Mr.  Ramsay,  as  I  have  observed  be- 
fore, had  become  involved  in  a  controversy 
in  consequence  of  his  support  of  it.  His 
opponents  not  only  attacked  his  reputation, 
but  had  the  effrontery  to  deny  his  facts. 
This  circumstance  occasioned  captain  Smith 
to  come  forward.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  his 
friend  Mr.  Hill,  in  which  he  staited  that  he 
had  seen  those  things,  while  in  the  West 
Indies,  which  Mr.  Ramsay  had  asserted  to 
exist,  but  which  had  been  so  boldly  denied. 
He  gave  also  permission  to  Mr.  Hill  to  pub- 
lish 
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lish  this  letter.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
bestowed  on  captain  Smith,  for  thus  stand- 
ing forth  in  a  noble  cause,  and  in  behalf  of 
an  injured  character. 

The  last  of  the  necessary  forerunners  and 
coadjutors  of  this  class,  whom  I  am  to  men- 
tion, was  our  much-admired  poet,  Cowper; 
and  a  great  coadjutor  he  was,  when  we  con- 
sider what  value  was  put  upon  his  senti- 
ments, and  the  extraordinary  circulation  of 
his  works.  There  are  few  persons,  who 
have  not  been  properly  impressed  by  the 
following  lines  : 

'^  My  ear  is  pain'd, 
My  soul  is  sick  with  every  day's  report 
Of  wrong  and  outrage  with  which  earth  is  fill'd. 
There  is  no  flesh  in  man's  obdurate  heart. 
It  does  not  feel  for  man.     The  nat'ral  bond 
Of  brotherhood  is  sever'd  as  the  flax 
That  falls  asunder  at  the  touch  of  fire. 
He  finds  his  fellow  guilty  of  a  skin 
Not  coloured  like  his  own,  and  having  pow'r 
T'  inforce  the  wrong,  for  such  a  worthy  cause 
Dooms  and  devotes  him  as  his  lawful  prej;. 
Lands  intersected  by  a  narrow  frith 
Abhor  each  other.     Mountains  interpos'd. 
Make  enemies  of  nations,  who  had  else. 
Like  kindred  drops,  been  mingled  into  one. 
Thus  man  devotes  his  brother,  and  destroys  j 
And,  worse  than  all,  and  most  to  be  deplor'd 

As 
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As  human  Nature's  broadest,  foulest  blot^— 
Chains  him^  and  tasks  him^  and  ei^acts  his  sweat 
With  stripes,  that  tnercy  with  a  bleeding  heart 
Weeps,  when  she  sees  inflicted  on  a  beast. 
Then  what  is  roan  ?  And  what  man,  seeing  this. 
And  having  human  feelings,  does  not  blush 
And  hang  his  head  to  think  himself  a  man  ? 
I  would  not  have  a  slave  to  till  my  ground. 
To  carry  me,  to  fan  me  while  I  sleep. 
And  tremble  when  I  wake,  for  all  the  wealth 
lliat  sinews  bought  and  sold  have  ever  eam'd. 
No  :  dear  as  freedom  is, — and  in  my  heart's 
Just  estimation  prizM  above  all  price, — 
I  had  much  rather  be  myself  the  slave. 
And  wear  the  bonds,  than  fasten  them  on  him. 
We  have  no  Slaves  at  home — then  why  abroad  ? 
And  they  themselves  once  ferried  o'er  the  wave 
That  parts  us,  are  emancipate  and  loos'd. 
Slaves  cannot  breathe  in  England  ;  if  their  lungs 
Receive  our  air,  that  moment  they  are  free ; 
They  touch  our  country,  and  their  shackles  fall**. 
That 's  noble,  and  bespeaks  a  nation  proud 
And  jealous  of  the  blessing.     Spread  it  then. 
And  let  it  circulate  through  every  vein 
Of  all  your  empire — that  where  Britain's  pow'r 
Is  felt,  mankind  may  feel  her  mercy  too." 

*  Expressions  used  in  the  great  trial,  when  Mr.  Sharp 
•btained  the  verdict  in  favour  of  Somerset. 
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Chapter  iv. 


Second  class  of  forertmners  and  coadjutors,  up  to 

May  1787,  cons!<^ls  of  the  Quakers  in  England — 

of  George  Fox,  and  ollwrs — of  the  body  of  live 

Quakers  assembled  at  the  yearly  meeting  in  1727 

— and  at   varioiis  ot/ier  times — Quakers y  as  a 

body,  petition  Parliament — a7id  circulate  books 

on  tlie  subject — Individuals  among  them  become 

labourers  and  associate  in  behalf  of  the  Africans 

— Dilicyn — Harrison — and  others — 77:/^  the 

first   association  ever  formed  in  England  for 

the  purpose^ 

The  second  class  of  the  forerunners  and 
coadjutors  in  this  great  cause  up  to  May  1787 
will  consist  of  the  Quakers  in  England. 

The  first  of  this  class  was  George  Fox, 
the  venerable  founder  of  this  benevolent 
society. 

George  Fox  was  cotemporary  with  Ri- 
chard Baxter,  being  born  not  long  after 
him,  and  dying  much  about  the  same  time. 
Like  him,  he  left  his  testimony  against  this 
wicked  trade.  When  he  was  in  the  island 
of  Barbadoes,  in  the  year  1671,  he  delivered 

himself 


ABOLITION  OF  THE  SLAVE-TRADE,  111 

himself  to  those  who  attended  his  religious 
meetings,  in  the  following  manner:  — 

"  Consider  with  yourselves,"  says  he,  *'  if 
you  were  in  the  same  condition  as  the  poor 
Africans  are — who  came  strangers  to  you, 
and  were  sold  to  you  as  slaves — I  say,  if  this 
should  be  the  condition  of  you  or  yours,  you 
would  think  it  a  hard  measure  j  yea,  and 
very  great  bondage  and  cruelty.  And  there- 
fore consider  seriously  of  this ;  and  (lo  you 
for  them,  and  to  them,  as  you  would  wil- 
lingly have  them,  or  any  others  do  unto  you, 
were  you  in  the  like  slavish  condition,  and 
bring  them  to  know  the  Lord  Christ."  And 
in  his  Journal,  spqaking  of  the  advice,  which 
he  gave  his  friends  at  Barbadoes,  he  says, 
"  I  desired  also,  that  they  would  cause  their 
overseers  to  deal  mildly  and  gently  with 
their  Negros,  and  not  to  use  cruelty  towards 
them,  as  the  manner  of  some  had  been,  and 
that  after  certain  years  of  servitude  they 
should  make  them  free." 

William  Edmundson,  who  was  a  minister 
of  the  Society,  and,  indeed,  a  fellow-traveller 
with  George  Fox,  had  the  boldness  in  the 
same  island  to  deliver  his  sentiments  to  the 
governor  on  the  same  subject.   Having  been 

brought 
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brought  befoi^e  him  and  accused  of  making 
the  Africans  Christians,  or,  in  other  words, 
of  making  them  rebel  and  destroy  their 
owners,  he  replied,  "  that  it  was  a  good 
thing  to  bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of 
God  and  Christ  Jesus,  and  to  believe  in  him 
who  died  for  them  and  all  men,  and  that 
this  would  keep  them  from  rebelling,  oV  cut- 
ting any  person's  throat ;  but  if  they  did 
rebel  and  cut  their  throats,  as  the  governor 
insinuated  they  would,  it  would  be  their 
own  doing,  in  keeping  them  in  ignorance 
and  under  oppression,  in  giving  them  li- 
berty to  be  common  with  women,  like  brutes, 
arid,  on  the  other  hand,  in  starving  them  for 
want  of  meat  and  clothes  convenient ;  thus 
giving  them  liberty  in  that  which  God  re- 
strained, and  restraining  them  in  that  which 
was  meat  and  clothing/* 

I  do  not  find  any  individual  of  this  soci- 
ety moving  in  this  cause  for  some  time  after 
the  death  of  George  Fox  and  William  Ed- 
mundson.  The  first  circumstance  of  mo-' 
ment,  which  I  discover,  is  a  Resolution  of  the 
whole  Society  on  the  subject,  at  their  yearly 
meeting  held  in  London  in  the  year  1727* 
The  resolution  was  contained  in  the  follow- 

mg 
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ing  words: — ^^  It  is  die  sense  of  this  mee&i 
ingy  that  the  importing  of  Negros  from 
their  native  country  and  relations  by  Friends, 
is  not  a  commendable  nor  allowed  ptao* 
tice^  and  is  therrfore  censured  by  thia 
meeting." 

In  fhe  year  1758  th^  Quajcets  thought  it 
their  duly,  as  a  bod^i  to  pass  another  Reso- 
lutuuL  ypon  this  s^pct.  At  tliis  tim^  (he 
nature' iQ(f  the  tradii  beginning  to  be  better 
knowti,  we  find  tb^sti  napre  animated  uppn, 
it,  as  the  foMo wing  .^;^r^c  will  sho v^ :  —     . ,  ^ 

"  Wicjfervently  WAm  dl  in  prqfession  with 
vu^  jdmt  tb^y  carefiijljl  «void  bei&g  apy  way 
concerned  in  reaping  thp  wnrighteoji^.profics 
arising  from  the  ij^iquitous  practice  of  deal- 
ing  inj  Negro  or  other  slaves ;  whereby,  in 
the  ^origiit^l  purchase,  one  man  s.Qlleth  au- 
orfier^.a»iiedjotii  the  leasts  that  peri^hi  withr 
out;  aii5f\ibetter  pr^tjeqsion  to  a  j^ropprty  ia 
him,  than  that  of  sijperjior  fqrc? ;  in  direct 
violatioii  of  the  Gospel  rule,  which  teacbeth 
ali  to  do  as  they*  would  he  doixe  by,  and  to 
do  good  to  all;  being  the  reverse  of  that 
covetous  disposition,  v^hjch  furnishedi  en« 
couragement  to  those  poor  igporant  people 
vo  .peopetuace  their  savage  w^^^  in  order  to 
rappl jF  tbe  dfixavad*'  of  sbkifttPft  liA9»tural 
t  :TOL.  I.  I  "  traffic. 


^ 
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traffic,  by  which  great  numbers  of  mankind, 
free  by  nature,  are  subject  to  inextricable 
bondage;  and  which  hath  often  been  ob- 
served to  fill  their  possessors  with  haughti- 
ness, tyranny,  luxury,  and  barbarity,  cor- 
rupting the  minds  and  debasing  the  morals 
of  their  children,  to  thfe  unspeakable  preju- 
dice of  religion  and  virtue,  ahd  the  exclusion 
of  that  holy  spirit  ot  universal  love,  medb* 
ness,  and  charity,  ^hich-  is  the  xinchange- 
able  naturcf  and  the  glory  of  true  Christi- 
anity.     We  therefore  can  do  no.  less  than^ 
with  the  greatest  earnestness,   impress  it 
upon  Friends  every  where,  that  theyisiidea- 
vour.  to  keep  their  hands  clear  of  this  un- 
righteous gain  of  oppression.'*  ,  •      . . 
•   The  Quakers  hitherto,  as  appears  by^  the 
two  resolutions  which^  have  been  quoted^ 
did   nothing  more  than  seriously  warn  all 
those   in   religious    profession    with  them, 
against  being  concerned  in  this  trade.     But 
in  three  years  afterwards,  or  at  the  yearly 
meeting  in  1761,  they  came  to  a  resolution, 
as  we  find  by  the  following  extract  from 
their  Minutes,  that  any  of  their  members 
having  a  concern  in  it  should  be  disowned.^ 
"  This  meeting,  haying  j^eason  to  apprehend 
that  divers  under  our  miiie  are  t^ncerned  in 
-1                       1                     .the 
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the  unchristian  traffic  in  Negros,  doth  re- 
commend it  earnestly  to  the  care  of  FriendS 
every  where,  to  discourage,  as  much  as  in 
them  lies,  a  practice  so  repugnant  to  our 
Christian  profession ;  and  to  deal  with  all 
such  as  shall  persevere  in  a  conduct  so  re« 
proachful  to  Christianity ;  -  and  to  disown 
them,  if  they  desist  not  therefi-om." 

The  yearly  meeting  of  1761  having  thus 
agreed  to  exclude  from  membership  such  ad 
should  be  found  concerned  in  this  traded 
that  of  1763  endeavoured  to  draw  the  cordb 
still  tighter,  by  attaching  criminality  to  thosd^ 
who  should  aid  and  abet  the  trade  in  any 
manner.  By  the  minute,  which  was  made 
on  this  occasion,  I  apprehend  that  no  on^, 
belonging  to  the  Society,  could  furnish  even 
materials  for  such  voyages.  **  We  rene# 
oxiT  exhortation,  that  Friends  every  where  btf 
especially  careful  to  keep  their  hatCds  clear 
of  giving  encouragement  in  any  shape  td 
the  Slave-trade,  it  being  evidently  destruc- 
tive of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  whft 
^re  all  ransom^  by  one  Saviour,  and  visited 
by  one  divine  light,  in  order  to  salvation ; 
a  traffic  calculated  to  enrich  and  aggrandize 
iotne  upon  the .  misery  of  others,  in  its  na- 

I  2  ture 
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hire  abhorrent  to  every  just  and  tender  sen- 
timenty  and  contrary  to  the  whole  tenour  of 
the  Gospel" 

Some  pleasing  intelligence  having  been 
lent  on  this  subject  by  the  Society  in  Ame- 
rica to  the  Society  in  England,  the  yearly 
jneeting  of  1772  thought  it  their  duty  to 
notice  it,  and  to  keep  their  former  reso- 
lutions alive  by  the  following  minute: — 
•*  It  appears  that  the  practice  of  holding 
Negros  in  oppressive  and  unnatural  bond- 
(ige  hath  been  so  successfully  discouraged 
jb^y  Friends  m  some  of  the  cdionies,  as  to.  bQ 
considerably  lessened.  We  cannot  but  ap- 
prove of  these  salutary  endeavours,  and  ear- 
nestly entreat  they  may  be  continued,  that, 
through  the  favour  of  divine  Providence,  a 
traffic  so  unmerciful  and  unjust  in  its  na- 
ture to.  a  p£^  of  our  own  species,  made, 
equally  with  ourselves,  for  inunortality,  may 
come  to  be  considered  by  all  in  its  proper 
light,  and  be  utterly  abolished  as  a  reproach 
to  the  Christian  name/' 

I  must  beg  leave  to  stQp  here  f9r  a  mo?o 
ment,  just  to  pay  the  Quakel^s  a  due  tribute 
of  respect  for  the  proper  estimation,  in 
which  they  have  uniformly  kelfi.fihe  mise- 

4  rable 
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rable  outcasts  of  society,  who  have  been  the 
subject  of  these  *  minutes.  What  a  contrast 
does  it  2iS6rd  to  the  sentiments  of  many 
others  concerning  them!  How  have  W6 
been  compelled  to  prove  by  a  long  chain  of 
evidence,  that  they  had  the  same  feelings 
and  capacities  as  ourselves!  How  many^ 
professing  themselves  enlightened,  even  now 
view  them  a«  of  a  different  species !  But  in 
the  minutes,  which  have  been  cited,  we  have 
seen  them  uniformly  represented  as  persona 
"  ransomed  by  one  and  the  same  Saviour'**^ 
"  as  visited  by  one  and  the  same  light  for 
salvation'* — and  •*  as  made  equally  for  incu 
mortality  as  others."  These  practical  views 
of  mankind,  as  they  are  highly  honourable 
to  the  members  of  this  society,  so  they  afford 
a  proof  both  of  the  reality  and  of  the  con- 
sistency of  their  religion- 
•  But  to  return  :-~From  this  time  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  growing  desire  in 
this  benevolent  society  to  step  out  of  its 
ordinary  course  in  behalf  of  this  injured 
people.  It  had  hitherto  confined  itself  to 
the  keeping  of  its  own  members  unpolluted 
by  any  gain  from  their  oppression.  But  it 
was  now  ready  to  make  an  appeal  to  others, 

and 


118  THE  HISTORY  OF  THK 

Rnd  to  bear  a  more  public  testimony  in  their 
favour.  Accordingly,  in  the  month  of  June 
1788,  when  a  bill  had  been  brought  into 
the  House  of  Commons  for  certain  regula- 
tions to  be  made  with  respect  to  the  African 
trade,  the  Society  sent  the  following  petition 
to  that  branch  of  the  legislature :  — 

**  Your  petitioners,  met  in  this  their  annual 
assembly,  having  solemnly  considered  the 
state  of  the  enslaved  Negros,  conceive  them- 
selves engaged,  in  religious  duty,  to  lay  the 
suflFering  situation  of  that  unhappy  people 
before  you,  as  a  subject  loudly  calling  for 
the  humane  interposition  of  the  legislature. 

**  Your  petitioners  regret  that  a  nation, 
professing  the  Christian  faith,  should  so  far 
counteract  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice,  as  by  the  cruel  treatment  of  this  op- 
pressed race  to  fill  their  minds  with  preju- 
dices against  the  mild  and  beneficent  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel. 

"  Under  the  countenance  of  the  laws  of 
this  country  many  thousands  of  these  our 
fellow-creatures,  entitled  to  the  natural  rights 
of  mankind,  are  held  as  personal  property  in 
cruel  bondage ;  and  your  petitioners  being 
informed  that  a  Bill  for  the  Regulation  of 

the 
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the  African  Trade  is  now  before  the  House, 
containing  a  clause  which  restrains  the  offi« 
cers  of  the  African  Company  from  export-* 
ing  Negros,  your  petitioners,  deeply  iXr 
fected  with  a  coniidefation  of  the  raping; 
oppression,  and  bloodshed,  attending  tbt^ 
traffic,  humbly  request  that  this  restriction 
may  be  extended  to  all  persons  whomsoever^ 
or  that  the  House  would  grant  such  other 
relief  in  the  premises  as  in  its  wisdom  may 
seem  meet.** 

This  petition  was  presented  by  Sir  Cecil 
Wray,  who,  on  introducing  it,  spoke  very 
respectfully  of  the  Society.  He  declared  his 
hearty  approbation  of  their  application,  and 
said  he  hoped  he  should  see  the  day  when 
not  a  slave  would  remain  within  the  domi- 
nions of  this  realm.  Lord  North  seconded 
the  motion,  saying  he  could  have  no  ob* 
jection  to  the  petition,  and  that  its  object 
ought  to  recommend  it  to  every  humane, 
breast ;  that  it  did  credit  to  the  most  bene- 
volent society  in  the  world ;  but  that,  the 
session  being  so  far  advanced,  the  subject 
could  not  then  be  taken  into  considieration  ; 
and  he  regretted  that  the  Slave-trade,  against 
which  the  petition  was  so  justly  directed, 

was 
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mM  in  a  commercial  view  become  necessary 
to  ail  most  every  nation  of  Europe.  The  peti-* 
tion  was  tban  brought  up  and  read^  after 
which  it  wa6  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tables 
This  was  the  6rst  petition  (being  two  years 
earlier  than  that  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Bridgewater),  which  was  ever  presented  to 
parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave^ 
trade. 

But  the  Society  did  not  stop  here ;  for  hav-i 
ing  at  the  yearly  meeting  of  17SS  particu-* 
larly  recommended  the  cause  to  a  standing 
committee  appointed  to  act  at  intervals^  called 
the  Meeting  for  Sufferings,  the  latter  in  this 
same  year  resolved  upon  an  address  to  die 
public,  entitled,  The  Case  of  our  Fellow^ 
creatures,  the  oppressed  Africans,  respect- 
fulfy  recommended  to  the  seripus  Considcrar 
tion  of  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  People  called  Quakers:  in  which  they 
endeavoured  in  the  most  pathetic  planner  to 
make  the  reader  acquainted  with  the  cruel 
nature  of  this  trade ;  and  they  ordered  two 
thousand  copies  of  it  to  be  printed. 

In  the  year  1784  they  began  the  distribu- 
tion of  this  case.  The  first  copy  was  sent  to 
the  King  through  Lord  Carmarthen,  and  the 

second 
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second  ax»i  the  thiard^  diroizgii  proper  offi- 
cers, to  tbe  Queen  xad  the  Prince  o£  Wales,- 
Odiers  were  sent  by  a  depaution  of  tvro' 
members  of  tbe  society  to  Mr.  Pitt,  as 
prime^minister^  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Thurlow ;  to  Lord  Oower,  as  president  of  the 
council;  to  Lords  Carmarthen  and  Sidney,* 
as  secretaries  of  state ;  to  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Mans£eld ;  to  Lord  Howe,  as  first  lord  of  the 
Admiralty;  and  to  C  F.  Cornwall,  Esq.  as 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Copies 
were  sent  also  to  every  member  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

Tbe.  Society,  in  the  same  year,  anxious 
tbat  tbe  conduct  of  its  members  should  be 
consistent  with  its  public  profession  on  this 
great  subject,  recommended  it  to  the  quar- 
terly and  monthly  meetings  to  inquire 
through  their  respective  districts,  whether 
any,  bearing  its  name,  were  in  any  way  con- 
cerned in  the  traffic,  and  to  deal  with  such, 
and  to  report  the  success  of  their  labours  in 
the  ensuing  year.  Orders  were  also  given 
for  the  reprinting  and  circulation  of  ten 
tlxousand  other  copies  of  *  The  Case.* 

In  the  year  1785,  the  Society  interested 
itself  again  iq;  a  similar  mannert     For  the 

meeting 
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sneedng  for  sufieiings,  as  represeoting  it, 
reconmiended  to  the  quarterly  raeetings  to 
distribute  a  work,  written  by  Anthony  Be* 
nezet,  in  America,  called^  A  Caution  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  in  a  short  Re- 
presentation of  the  calamitous  State  of  the 
enslaved  Negros  in  the  British  Dominions* 
This  book  was  accordingly  forwarded  to 
them  for  this  purpose.  On  receiving  it,  they 
sent  it  among  several  public  bodies,  the  re- 
gular and  dissenting  clergy^  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  particularly  among  the  great 
schools  of  the  kingdom,  that  the  rising, 
youth  might  acquire  a  knowledge,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  detestation,  of  this  cruel 
trafBc.  In  this  latter  case,  a  deputation  of 
the  Society  waited  upon  the  masters,  to 
know  if  they  would  allow  their  scholars  to 
receive  it.  The  schools  of  Westminster,  the 
Charter-house,  St.  Paul,  Merchant-Taylors, 
Eton,  Winchester,  and  Harrow,  were  among 
those  visited.  Several  academies  also  were 
visited  for  this  purpose. 

But  I  must  now  take  my  leave  of  *  the 
Quakers  as  a  public  body*,  and  go  back  to 

♦  The  Oiiakers,  as  a  public  body,   kept  the  subject 
alive  at  their  yearly  meeting  in  1784,  1785,  1797,  &c. 

the 
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the  year  1783,  to  record  an  event,  which 
will  be  found  of  great  importance  in  the  pre- 
sent history,  and  in  which  only  individuals 
belonging  to  the  Society  were  concerned. 
This  event  seems  to  have  arisen  naturally 
out  of  existing  or  past  circumstances.  For 
the  Society,  as  I  have  before  stated,  had  jsent 
a  petition  to  Parliament  in  this  year,  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave*trade.  It  had 
also  laid  the  foundation  for  a  public  distri- 
bution of  the  books  as  just  mentioned,  with 
a  view  of  enlightening  others  on  this  great 

« 

subject.  The  case  of  the  ship  Zong,  which  I 
have  before  had  occasion  to  explain,  had  ocr 
curred  this  same  year.  A  letter  also  had  been 
presented,  much  about  the  same  time,  by 
3enjamin  West,  from  Anthony  Benezet  be- 
fore mentioned,  to  our  Queen,  in  behalf  of 
the  injured  Africans,  which  she  had  received 
graciously.  These  subjects  occupied  at  thi& 
time  the  attention  of  many  Quaker  families^ 
and  among  others,  that  of  a  few  individuals, 
who  were  in  close  intimacy  with  each  other. 
These,  when  tliey  met  together,  frequently 
conversed  upon  them.  They  perceived,  as 
fjicts  came  out  in .  conversation,  that  there 
wgs  a  growing  knowledge  and  hatred  of  tliQ, 

Slave* 


••* 


124  TBS  UI8T#1L7  07  THE 

Slave-trade,  smd  that  the  temper  of  the  times 
was  ripening  towards  its  abolition.  Hence 
a  disposition  manifested  itself  among  these, 
to  unite  as  labourers  for  the  furtherance  of 
so  desirable  an  object.  An  union  was  at 
length  proposed  and  approved  of,  and  the 
following  persons  (placed  in  alphabetical 
order)  came  together  to  execute  the  offices 
growing  out  of  it : 

William  Dillwyn,        Thomas  Ktiowles,  M.D4 

George  Harrison,        John  Lloyd,, 
.  Samuel  Hoare,  Joseph  Woodsr^ 

The  first  meeting  was  held  on  the  seventli 
of  July,  1783.  At  this  "  they  assembled  ta 
consider  what  steps  they  should  take  for  the 
relief  and  liberation  of  the  Negro  slaves  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  for  the  discouragement 
of  the  Slave-  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa.** 

To  promote  this  object  they  conceived  it 
necessary  that  the  public  mind  should  be  en- 
lightened respecting  it.  They  had  recourse 
therefore  to  the  public  papers,  and  they 
appointed  their  members  in  turn  to  write 
in  these,  and  to  see  that  their  productions 
were  inserted.  Tliey  kept  regular  minutes 
for  this  purpose.  It  was  not  however  known 
to  the  world  that  such  an  association  existed. 

It 
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It  appears  that  they  had  several  meetings 
in  the  course  of  this  year.     Before  the  close 
of  it  they  had  secured  a  place  in  the  General 
Evening  Post,  in  Lloyd's  Evening  Post,  in 
the  Norwich,  Bath,  York,  Bristol,  Sherborne, 
Liverpool,  Newcastle,  and  other  provincial 
papers,  for  such  articles  as  th^y  chose  to  send 
to  them.     These  consisted   principally  of 
extracts  from  such  authors,  both  in  prose 
and  verse,  as  they  thought  would  most  en^ 
lighten  and  interest  the  mind  upon  the  sub^ 
jcct  of  their  institution. 
":    in  the  year  1764  they  piirsued  the  same 
plan ;  but  they  :began  now  to  ^print  books; 
The  iirsc  was;  £rom  a  manuscript  composed 
by  Joseph  Woods,  one  of  the  cothmittee.     It 
was  entitled,  *  Thoughts  on  the  Slavery  of 
che    Negrosj  -iTliis   manuscript  was  well 
f  lit  together^    It  was  a  manly  and  yet  feeU 
ing  address  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  Afii- 
cans.   It  contained  a  sober  and  dispassionate 
appeal  to.  the  reason  of  all,  without  ofiend** 
ing  the  prejudices  of  any.     It  was  distrU 
buted.at  the  expense  df  the!  association,  and 
prpyed  to  b?  lugHy  uae&il .  to  thd  cauge 
which  k  wa3  infiended  to.  pix>mote. 
A  ConMPimicati<m  shaving  been  load^  to 

the 
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the  committee,  that  Dr.  Porteus,  then  bishop 
of  Chester,  had  preached  a  sermon  be- 
fore the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of;  the 
Gospel,  in  behalf  of  the  injured  Africans^ 
(which  sermon  was  noticed  in  the  last  chap^ 
ter,)  Samuel  Hoare  was  deputed  to  obtain 
permission  to  publish  it.  This  led  him  to 
a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Ramsay  biefore 
mentioned.  The  latter  applied  in  conscrt 
quence  to  the  bishops  and  obtained  his  con^ 
sent.  Thus  this  Taluable  sermon  was  also 
given  to  the  world. 

In  the  year  1785  the  association  contintied 
their  exertions,  as  before;  but  I  have  no  room 
to  specify  them.  I  may  observe,  however, 
that  David  Barclay,  a  grandson  of  the  great 
apologist  of  that  name,  assisted  at  one  of 
their  meetings,  and  (what  is::singular)  that  he 
was  in  a  few  years  afterwards  unexpectedly 
called  to  a  trial  of  his  principles  on  this  very 
subject.  For  he  and  his  brother  John  be- 
came, in  consequence  of  a  debt  due  to  them^ 
possessed  of  a  large  grazing  farm,  or  pen,  in 
Jamaica,  which  had  thirty-two  slaves  upon 
it.  Convinced,  however;  that  the  retaining 
of  their  fellow-creatures  in  bondage  was  not 
only  irreconcileable  with  the  principles  of 

Christianity, 
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Chrisrianity,  but  subversive  of  the  rights  of 
human  nature,  they  determined  upon  the 
emancipation  of  these.  And  they*  per- 
formed this  generous  office  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  their  minds,  to  the  honour  of  their 
characters,  to  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and 
to  the  happiness  of  the  slave  f.  I  mention 
this  anecdote,  not  only  to  gratify  myself^ 
by  paying  a  proper  respect  to  those  gene« 
rous  persons  who  sacrificed  their  interest 
to  principle,  but  also  to  show  the  since-' 
rity  of  David   Barclay,   (who  is  now  the 

f 

.  *  They  engaged  an  agent  to  embark  Jbr  Jamaica  ii^ 
1 793  to  effect  this  business,  and  had  the  slaves  conveyed 
to  Philadelphia,  where  ihcy  were  kindly  received  by  the 
Society  for  improving  the  Condition  of  free  Black  Ped- 
ple.  Suitable  situations  were  ibundfor  the  adults^  and  thtf 
young  onc^  were  bound  oi>t  apprentices  to  handicraii 
trades,  and  to  receive  school  le^miug. 

t  James  Pembcrion,  of  Philadelphia)  madt  the  fol- 
lowing  observation  in  a  letter  to  a  Friend  in  England  : — 
•'  David  Barclay^^  humane  views  towards  the  Bfackff 
iroro  Jamaica  have  been  fu)  far  realized,  that  these  objects 
of  his  concern  enjoy  ttieir  freedom  wiih  comfort  to 
themselves,  and  are  respectable  in  their  characters,  keep- 
ing up  a  friendly  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  avoid 
ing  to  intermix  with  tlie  common  Blacks  of  this  city, 
being  sober  in  their  condlicl  and  industrious  in  their 
business." 

only 
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ojaly  surviving  bfxrtlwrr,)  as  he  axatually  puc 
bx  practice  <«rliat  'at  one  Cfi  these  meetio^  he 
was  desirous  of  ^commending  to  ochens. 

Having  now  brought  up  cha  proceed;^ 
ings  of  this  little  aesociation  towards  ths 
year  1786,  I  shall  take  my  leave  of  it, 
remailcing,  that  it  was  the  first  ever  formed* 
in  England  for  the  promotiou  of  the  aboH 
lition  of  the  Slave-tiade.  That  Quakers 
have  had  this  honour  is  unquesuojnable. 
Nor  is  it  extraoixiinary  that  they  should 
have  taken  the  lead  pn  this  occasion,  when 
we  consider  how  advantageously  they  have 
been  situated  for  86  dbing.  For  the  Slave- 
trade,  as  we  have  not  long  ago  seen,  came 
within  the  discipline  of  the  Society  in 
the  year  1727.  From  thence  it  continued 
to  be  an  object  of  it  till  1783.  In  1783  the 
Society  petitioned  Parliament,  and  iri  1784 
it  distributed  books  to  enlighten  the  public 
concerning  it.  Thus  we  see  that  every 
Quaker,  born  since  the  year  1727,  was  nou- 
rished as  it  were  in  a  fixed  hatred  against 
it.  He  was  taught,  that  any  concern  in  it 
was  a  crime  of  the  deepest  dye.  He  vvas 
taught,  that  the  bearing  of  his  te^vtimony 
against  it  was  a  test  of  unity  with  those  of 

tliC 
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the  same  religious  prdfessioa.  The  disci- 
pline of  the  Quakers  was  therefore  a  school 
for  bringing  them  up  as  advocates  for  the 
abolition  of  this  trade.  To  this  it  may  be 
add^,  that  the  Quakers  knew  more  about 
the  trade  and  the  slavery  of  the  Africana^ 
than  any  other  religious  body  of  men,  who 
had  not  been  in  the  land  of  their  sufferings. 
For  there  had  been  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Society  in  America  and  that  in 
England  on  the  subject,  the  contents  of 
which  must  have  been  known  to  the  mem* 
bers  of  each.  American  ministers  also  were 
frequently  crossing  the  Atlantic  on  religious 
missions  to  England.  These,  when  they 
travelled  through  various  parts  of  our  island, 
frequently  related  to  the  Quaker  families  in 
their  way  the  cruelties  they  had  seen  and 
heard-of  in  their  own  country.  English 
ministers  were  also  frequently  going  over 
to  America  on  the  same  religious  errand. 
These,  on  their  return,  seldom  failed  to 
communicate  what  they  had  learned  or  ob- 
served, but  more  particularly  relative  to  the 
oppressed  Africans,  in  their  travels.  The 
journals  also  of  these,  which  gave  occasional 
VOL.  I.  K  accounts 
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accounts  of  the  sufferings  of  the  slaves, 
were  frequently  publishecL  Thus  situated 
in  point  of  knowledge,  and  brought  up 
moreoTer  from  their  yquth  in  a  detestation 
of  the  trade,  the  Quakers  were  ready  to  act 
whenever  a  favourable  opportunity  should 
present  itself. 


\ 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Third  class  of  forerunners  and  coadjutors^  up  to 
1787)  consists  of  the  Quakers  and  others  in  Ame^^ 
rica — Yearly  meeting  for  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Jerseys  takes  up  the  subject  in  1 696 — and  con» 
tinue  it  till  1787 — Other  Jive  ijearly  meetings 
take  similar  measures — Quakers ^  as  individuals y 
also  become  labourers — fVilliam  Burling  and 
other S"^ Individuals  of  other  religious  denomina^ 
tions  take  up  the  cause  also — Judge  Sewell  and 
others — Union  of  tlie  Quakers  with  others  in  a 
society  for  Pennsylvaniay  in  m4~ James  Pern* 
berton — Dr.  Rush — Similar  union  of  the  Quakers 
with  others  for  New  York  and  other  provinces.     . 

The  next  class  of  the  foreninners  and  coad- 
jutors, "Up  to  the  year  1787,  will  consist, 
first,  of  the  Quakers  in  America ;  and  then 
of  others,  as  they  were  united  to  these  for 
the  same  object. 

It  may  be  asked,  How  the  Quakers  living 
there  should  have  become  forerunners  and 
coadjutors  in  the  great  work  now  under- 
our  consideration.  I  reply,  first.  That  it 
was  an  object  for  many  years  with  these  to 
do  away  the  Slave-trade  as  it  was  carried  on 

K  2  .in 
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in  their  own  ports.  But  this  trade  ,was  con- 
ducted in  part,  both  befor?  and  after  the 
independence  of  America,  by  our  own  coun- 
trymen. It  was,  secondly,  an  object  with 
these  to  annihilate  slavery  in  America ;  and 
thi^  they  have  been  instruments  in  accom- 
plishing to  a  considerable  extent.  But  any 
abolition  of  slavery  within  given  bounda- 
ries must  be  a  blow  to  the  Slave-trade  there. 
The  American  Quakers,  lastly,  living  in  a 
land  where  both  the  commerce  and  slavery 
existed,  were  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a 
number  of  important  fac^  relative  to  both, 
which  made  for  their  annihilation ;  and  com- 
municating many  of  these  facts  to  those  in 
England,  who  espoused  the  same  cause,  they 
became  fellow-labourers  with  these  in  pro- 
ducing the  event  in  question. 

The  Quakers  in  America,  it  must  be 
owned,  did  most  of  them  originally  as  other 
settlers  there  with  respect  to  the  purchase  of 
slaves.  They  had  lands  without  a  sufficieiit 
number  of  labourers,  and  families  without 
a  sufficient  number  of  servants,  for  their 
work.  Africans  were  poured  in  to  obviate 
these  difficulties,  and  these  were  bought 
promiscuously  by  all.  In  these  days,  in- 
deed, 
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deed,  the  purchase  of  them  was  deemed 
favourable  to  both  parties,  for  there  was  lit- 
tle or  no  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  procured  as  slaves.  There 
was  no  charge  of  inconsistency  on  this'  ac- 
count, as  in  later  times.  But  though  many^ 
of  the  Quakers  engaged,  without  their  usual 
cbnsideration,  in  purchases  of  this  kind,  yet 
those  constitutional  principles,  which  belong 
to  the  Society,  occasioned  the  members  of  it 
in  general  to  treat  those  whom  they  pur- 
chased with  great  tenderness,  considering 
them,  though  of  a  difierent  colour,  as  bre- 
thren, and  as  persons  for  whose  spiritual 
welfare  it  became  them  to  be  concerned ;  so 
that  slavery,  except  as  to  the  power  legally 
belonging  to  it,  was  in  general  little  more 
than  servitude  in  their  hands. 

This  treatment,  as  it  was  thus  mild  on  the 
continent  of  America  where  the  members 
of  this  Society  were  the  owners  of  slaves,  so 
it  was  equally  mild  in  the^est  India  islands 
where  they  had  a  similar  property.  In  the 
latter  countries,  however,  where  only  a  few  . 
of  them  lived,  it  began  soon  to  be  productive 
of  serious  consequences ;  for  it  was  so  diffe- 
rent from  that,  which  the  rest  of  the  inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  considered  to  be  proper,  that  the 
latter  became  alarmed  at  it,  Heiice  in  Bar- 
badoes  an  act  was  passed  in  1676,  under 
Governor  Atkins,  which  was  entitled,  An 
Act  to  prevent  the  people  called  Quakers 
from  bringing  their  Negros  into  their  meet- 
ings for  worship,  though  they  held  these  in 
their  own  houses.  This  act  was  founded 
on  the  pretence,  that  the  safety  of  the  island 
might  be  endangered,  if  the  slaves  were  to 
imbibe  the  religious  prindples  of  their  mas- 
ters, Under  this  act  Ralph  Fret  well  and 
Richard  Sutton  were  fined  *  in  the  different 
sums  of  eight  hundred  and  of  three  hun-- 
dred  pounds,  because  each  of  them  had 
suflfered  a  meeting  of  the  Quakers  at  his 
own  house,  at  the  first  of  which  eighty 
Negros,  and  at  the  second  of  which  thirty 
of  them,  were  present.  But  this  matter 
was  carried  still  further;  for  in  1680,  Sir 
Richard  Button,  then  governor  of  the  island, 
issued  an  order  to  the  Deputy  Provost  Mar- 
shal and  others,  to  prohibit  all  meetings  of 
this  Society.  In  the  island  of  Nevis  the 
vsame  bad  spirit  manifested  itself.- — So  early 
as  in  1661,  a  law  was  made  there  prohibiting 
members   of  this  Society  from  coming  on 

shore, 
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shore.  Negros  were  put  in  irons  for  being 
present  at  their  meetings,  and  they  diem- 
selves  were  fined  also.  At  length,  in  1677, 
another  act  was  passed,  laying  a  heavy  pe^ 
nsdty  on  every  master  of  a  vessel,  who 
should  even  bring  a  Quaker  to  the  island. 
In  Antigua  and  Bermudas  similar  proceed- 
ings took  place,  so  that  the  Quakers  were  in 
time  expelled  from  this  part  of  the  world* 
By  these  means  a  valuable  body  of  men  were 
lost  to  the  community  in  these  islands, 
whose  example  might  have  been  highly  use* 
ful ;  and  the  poor  slave,  who  saw  nothing 
but  misery  in  his  temporal  prospects,  was 
deprived  of  the  only  balm,  which  could 
have  soothed  his  sorrow-^the  comfort  of  re- 
ligion. 

But  to  return  to  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica.— Though  the  treatment,  which  the 
Quakers  adopted  there  towards  those  Afri- 
cans who  fell  into  their  hands-  was  so  highly 
commendable,  it  did  not  prevent  individuals 
among  them  from  becoming  uneasy  about 
holding  them  in  slavery  at  all.  Some  of 
these  bore  their  private  testimony  against  it 
from  the  beginning  as  a  wrong  practice,  and 
•  in  process  of  time  brought  it  before  the  no-^ 

tice 
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tice  of  their  brethren  as  a  religious  body. 
So  early  as  in  the  year  1688,  some  emi- 
grants from  Krieshiem  in  Germany,  who 
had  adopted  the  principles  of  William  Penn, 
and  followed  him  into  Pennsylvania,  urged 
in  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Society  there, 
the  inconsistency  of  buying,  selling,  and 
Holding  men  in*  slavery,  with  the  pnnciples 
of  the  Christian  religion. 

In  the  year  1696,  the  yearly  meeting  for 
that  province  took  up  the  subject  as  a  pub- 
lic concern,  and  the  result  was,  advice  to  the 
members  of  it  to  guard  against  future  im« 
portations  of  African  slaves,*^  and  to  be  par- 
ticularly attentive  to  the  treatment  cJf  those, 
who  were  then  in  their  possession. 

In  th^year  1711,  the  same  yearly  meeting 
resumed  the  important  subject,  and  con- 
firmed and  renewed  the  advice,  which  had 
been  before  given. 

From  this  time  it  continued  to  keep  the 
subject  alive ;  but  finding  at  length,  that, 
though  individuals  refused  to  purchase  slaves, 
yet  others  continued  the  custom,  and  in 
greater  numbers  than  it  was  apprehended 
would  have  been  the  case  after  the  public 
declarations  which  had  been  made,  it  deter- 
mined 
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mined,  in  the  year  1754,  upon  a  fuller  and 
more  serious  publication  of  its  sentiments ; 
and  therefore  it  issued,  in  the  same  year,  the 
following  pertinent  letter  to  all  the  members 
within  its  jurisdiction : — 

"  Dear  Friends, 

"  It  hath  frequently  been  the  concern  of 
our  yearly  meeting  to  testify  their  uneasi- 
ness and  disunity  with  the  importation  and 
purchasing  of  Negros  and  other  slaves,  and 
to  direct  the  overseers  of  the  several  meetings 
to  advise  and  deal  with  such  as  engage 
therein.  And  it  hath  likewise  been  the  con- 
tinual care-of  many  weighty  Friends  to  press 
those,  who  bear  our  name,  to  guard,  as 
much  as  possible,  against  being  in  any  re- 
spect concerned  in  promoting  the  bondage 
of  such  unhappy  people.  Yet,  as  we  have 
with  sorrow  to  observe,  that  their  number 
is  of  late  increased  among  us,  we  have 
thought  it  proper  to  make  our  advice  and 
judgment  more  public,  that  none  may  plead 
ignorance  of  our  principles  therein ;  and  also 
again  earnestly  to  exhort  all  to  avoid,  in 
any  manner,  encouraging  that  practice,  of 
making  slaves  of  our  fellow-creatures. 

"  Now, 
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•'  Now,  dear  Friends,  if  we'  continually 
bear  in  mind  the  royal  law  of  doing   to 
others  as  we  would  be  done  by,  we  should 
never  think  of  bereaving  our  fellow-crea- 
tures of  that  valuable  blessing — liberty,  nor 
endure  to  grow  rich  by  their  bondage.     To 
live  in  ease  and  plenty  by  the  toil  of  those, 
whom  violence  and  cruelty  have  put  in  our 
power,  is    neither  consistent   with  Christi- 
anity nor  common  justice ;  and,  we  have 
good  reason  to  believe,  draws  down  the  dis- 
pleasure of  Heaven  j  it  being  a  melancholy 
but  true  reflection,  that,  where  slave-keeping 
prevails,  pure  religion  and  sobriety  decline, 
as  it  evidently  tends  to  harden  the  heart,  and 
render  the  soul  less  susceptible  of  that  holy 
spirit  of  love,  meekness,  and  charity,  which 
is  the  peculiar  characteristic  of  a  true  Chris- 
tian. 

"  How  then  can  we,  who  have  been  con- 
cerned CO  publish  the  Gospel  of  universal 
love  and  peace  among  mankind,  be  so  in- 
consistent with  ourselves,  as  to  purchase  such 
as  arc  prisoners  of  war,  and  thereby  encou- 
rage this  antichristian  practice ;  and  more 
especially  as  many  of  these  poor  creatures 
are  stolen  away,  parents  from  children,  and 

children 
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children  from  parents ;  and  others,  who  were 
in  good  circumstances  in  their  native  coun- 
try, inhumanly  torn  from  what  they  esteem- 
ed '  a  happy  situation,  and  compelled  to  toil 
in  a  state  of  slavery,  too  often  extremely 
cruel !  What  dreadful  scenes  of  murder 
and  cruelty  those  barbarous  ravages  must 
occasion  in  these  unhappy  people's  country 
are  too  obvious  to  mention.  Let  us  mak6 
their  case  our  own,  and  consider  what  we 
should  think,  and  how  we  should  feel,  were 
we  in  their  circumstances.  Remember  our 
Blessed  Redeemer's  positive  command — to 
do  unto  others  as  we  would  have  them  do 
unto  us  ; — and  that  with  what  measure  we 
mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  us  again.  And 
we  intreat  you  to  examine,  whether  the 
purchasing  of  a  Negro,  either  born  here  or 
imported,  doth  not  contribute  to  a  further 
importation,  and,  consequently,  to  the  up^ 
holding  of  all  the  evils  above  mentioned, 
and  to  the  promoting  of  man-stealing,  the 
only  theft  which  by  the  Mosaic  law  wag 
punished  with  death  ; — '  He  that  stealcth  a 
man,  and  selleth  him  ;  or  if  he  be  found  in 
his  hand,  he  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.' 
^^  The   charact;eristic  and    badge   of  4 

trut 
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true  Christian  is  love  and  good  worlds. 
Our  Saviour's  whole  life  on  earth  was  one 
continual  exercise  of  them.  *  Love  one  an- 
other,' says  he,  *  as  I  have  loved  you.'  But 
how  can  we  be  said  to  love  our  brethren, 
who  bring,  or,  for  selfish  ends,  keep  them,  in 
bondage  ?  Do  we  act  consistently  with  this 
noble  principle,  who  lay  such  heavy  bur- 
thens on  our  fellow-creatures  ?  Do  we  con- 
sider that  they  are  called,  and  do  we  sin- 
cerely desire  that  they  may  become  heirs 
with  us  in  glory,  and  that  they  may  rejoice 
in  the  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God,  whilst  we 
are  withholding  from  them  the  common  li- 
berties of  mankind  ?  Or  can  the  Spirit  of 
God,  by  which  we  have  always  professed  to 
be  led,  be  the  author  of  those  oppressive 
and  unrighteous  measures  ?  Or  do  we  not 
thereby  manifest,  that  temporal  interest  hath 
more  influence  on  our  conduct  herein,  than 
the  dictates  of  that  merciful,  holy,  and  un- 
erring Guide  ? 

"  And  we  likewise  earnestly  recommend 
to  all,  who  have  slaves,  to  be  careful  to 
come  up  in  the  performance  of  their  duty 
towards  them,  and  to  be  particularly  watch- 
ful over  their  own  hearts,  it  being  by  sor- 
rowful 
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rowful  experience  remarkable,  that  custom, 
and  a  faoailiarity  with  evil  of  any  kind, 
have  a  tendency  to  bias  the  judgement  and 
to  deprave  the  mind.  And  it  is  obvious 
that  the  future  welfare  of  these  poor  slaves, 
who  are  now  in  bondage,  is  generally  too 
much  disregarded  by  those  who  keep  them* 
If  their  daily  task  of  labour  be  but  fulfilled, 
little  else  perhaps  is  thought  of.  Nay,  even 
that  which  in  odiers  would  be  looked  upon 
with  horror  and  detestation,  is  little  regarded 
in  them  by  their  masters, — ^such  as .  the  fre- 
quent separation  of  husbands  from  wives 
and  wives  from  husbands,  whereby  they 
are  tempted  to  break  their  marriage  cove- 
nants, and  live  in  adultery,  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  laws  of  God  and  men,  although 
we  believe  that  Christ  died  for  all  meji  with- 
out respect  of  persons.  How  fearful  then 
ought  we  to  be  of  engaging  in  what  hath  so 
natural  a  tendency  to  lesSen  our  humanity, 
and  of  suffering  ourselves  to  be  inured  to 
the  exercise  of  hard  and  cruel  measures,  lest 
thereby  in  any  degree  we  lose  our  tender 
and  feeling  sense  of  the  miseries  of  our  fel- 
low-creatures, and  become  worse  than  those 
who  have  not  believed. 

"  And, 
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"  And,  dear  Friends,  you,  who  by  Inhe* 
ritance  have  slaves  born  in  your  families, 
we  beseech  you  to  consider  them  as  souli 
committed  to  your  trust,  whom  the  Lord 
will  require  at  your  hand,  and  who,  as  well 
as  you,  are  made  partakers  of  the  Spirit  of 
Grace,  and  called  to  be  heirs  of  salvation. 
And  let  it  be  your  constant  care  to  watch 
over  them  for  good,  instructing  them  in  the 
fear  of  God,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  go- 
spel of  Christ,  that  they  may  answer  the  end 
of  their  creation,  and  that  God  may  be  glori- 
fied and  honoured  by  them  as  well  as  by  us. 
And  so  trai&  them  up,  that  if  you  should 
come  to  behold  their  unhappy  situation,  in 
the  same  light,  that  many  worthy  men,  who 
are  at  rest,  have  done,  and  many  of  your 
brethren  now  do,  and  should  think  it  your 
duty  to  set  them  free,  they  may  be  the  more 
capable  of  making  proper  use  of  their  li- 
berty. 

"  Finally,  Brethren,  we  entreat  you,  in  the 
bowels  of  gospel  love,  seriously  to  weigh  the 
cause  of  detaining  them  in  bondage.  If  it 
be  for  your  own  private  gain,  or  any  other 
motive  tlian  their  good,  it  is  much  to  be 
feared  that  the  love  of  God  and  the  influence 

of 
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of  the  ,Holy  Spirit  are  not  tlie  prevailing 
principles  in  you,  and  that  your  hearts  are 
not  sufficiently  redeemed  from  the  v^orld^ 
which,  that  you  with  ourselves  may  more 
and  more  come  to  witness,  through  the 
cleansing  virtue  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Jesus 
Christ,  is  our  earnest  desire.  With  the  salu* 
tation  of  our  love  we  are  your  friends  and 
brethren —  • 

**  Signed^  in  hehaJf  of  the  yearly  meetingy  by 

•'  John  Evans,  Abraham  Farringdon,    • 

John  Smith,  Joseph  Noble, 

Thomas  Carleton,  James  Daniel, 

William  Trimble,  Joseph  Gibson,  ^ 

John  Scarborough,  John  Shotwell, 

Joseph  Hampton,  Joseph  Parker,*' 

This  truly  Christian  letter,  which  was 
written  in  the  year  1754,  was  designed,  as 
we  collect  from  the  contents  of  it,  to  make  * 
the  sentiments  of  the  Society  better  known 
and  attended  to  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave- 
trade.  It  contains,  as  we  see,  exhortations 
to  all  the  members  within  the  yearly  meet- 
ing of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jerseys,  to  de- 
sist from  purchasing  and  importing  slaves, 
and,  where  they  possessed  them,  to  have  a 
'tender  consideration  of  their  condition.  But 

that 
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that  the  first  part  of  the  subject  of  this  ex- 
hortation might  be  enforced,  the  yearly  meet- 
ing for  the  same  provinces  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion in  1755,  That  if  any  of  the  members 
belonging  to  it  bought  or  imported  slaves, 
the  overseers  were  to  inform  their  respective 
monthly  meetings  of  it,  that  ^*  these  might 
treat  with  them,  as  *they  might  be  directed 
in  the  wisdom  of  truth." 

In  the  year  1774,  we  find  the  same  yearly 
meeting  legislating  again  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. By  the  preceding  resolution  they, 
who  became  offenders,  were  subjected  only 
to  exclusion  from  the  meedngs  for  disci- 
pline, and  from  the  privilege  of  contributing 
to  the  pecuniary  occasions  of  the  Society ; 
but  by  the  resolution  of  the  present  year,  all 
members  concerned  in  importing,  selling, 
purchasing,  giving,  or  transferring  Negro 
or  other  slaves,  or  otherwise  acting  in  such 
manner  as  to  continue  them  in  slavery  be- 
yond the  term  limited  by  law  *  or  custom, 
were  directed  to  be  excluded  from  member- 
ship or  disowned.     At  this  meeting  also  all 

0 

*  This  alludes  to  the  term  of  «ervitudc  for  white  per- 
sons in  these  provinces. 

the 
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the  members  of  it  were  cautioned  and  ad- 
vised against  acting  as  executors  or  admi- 
nistrators to  estates,  where  slaves  were 
bequeathed,  or  likely  to  be  detained  in 
bondage. 

In  the  year  1776,  the  same  yearly  meet- 
ing carried  the  matter  still  further.  It  was 
then  enacted)  That  the  owners  of  slaves,  who 
refused  to  execute  proper  instruments  for 
giving  them  their  freedom,  were  to  be  dis- 
owned likewise. 

In  1778  it  was  enacted  by  the  same  meet- 
ing, That  the  children  of  those,  who  had 
been  set  free  by  members,  should  be  ten- 
derly advised,  and  have  a  suitable  education 
given  them. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  proceed  further  on 
this  subject.  It  may  be  su^cient  to  say, 
that  from  this  time,  the  Minutes  of  the 
yearly  meeting  for  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Jerseys  exhibit  proofs  of  an  almost  incessant 
attention,  year  after  year*,  to  the  means 
not  only  of  wiping  away  the  stain  of  slavery 

*  Thus  in  1779,  1750,-1,-2,-4,-5, -(5.  The  mcmluTs 
also  of  this  inceiiiig  petitioned  ihtir  own  legislature  on 
this  gubjcct  both  in  1783  and  in  17S6. 

VOL.  K  L  from 
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from  their  religions  community,  but  of  pro- 
moting the  happiness  of  those  restored  to 
freedom,  and  of  theii;  posterity  also.  And 
as  the  yearly  meeting  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Jerseys  set  this  bright  example,  so  those 
of  New  England,  New,  York,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  of  the  Carolinas  and  CJeorgia, 
in  process  of  time  followed  it. 

But  whilst  the  Quakers  were  making 
these  exertions  at  their  di£ferent  yearly 
meetings  in  America,  as  a  religious  body, 
to  get  rid  both  of  the  commerce  and  slavery 
of  their  fellow-creatures,  others  in  the  same 
profession  were  acting  as  individuals  (that 
is,  on  their  own  grounds  and  independently 
of  any  influence  from  their  religious  com- 
munion) in  the  same  cause,  whose  labours 
it  will  now  be  proper,  in  a  separate  narra- 
tive, to  detail. 

The  first  person  of  this  description  in  the 
Society,  was  William  Burling  of  Long  Island. 
He  had  conceived  an  abhorrence  of  slavery 
from  early  youth.  In  process  of  time  he 
began  to  bear  his  testimony  against  it,  by 
representing  the  unlawfulness  of  it  to  those  of 
his  own  Society,  when  assembled  at  one  of 
their  yearly  meetings.      This  expression  of 

his 
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his  public  testimony  he  continued  annually 
on  the  same  occasion.  He  wrote  also  se- 
veral tracts  with  the  same  design,  one*  of 
which,  published  in  the  year  1718,  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  elders  of  his  own  church,  on 
the  inconsistency  of  compelling  people  and 
their  posterity  to  serve  them  continually 
and  arbitrarily,  and  without  any  proper  re- 
compense for  their  services^ 

The  next  was  Ralph  Sandiford,  a  mer- 
chant in  Philadelphia.  This  worthy  person 
had  many  ofiers  of  pecuniary  assistance, 
which  would  have  advanced  him  in  liJFe,  but 
he  declined  tlxem  all  because  they  came  from 
persons,  who  had  acquired  tlieir  independ- 
ence by  the  oppression  of  their  slaves.  Ho 
was  very  earnest  in  endeavouring  to  prevail 
upon  his  friends,  both  in  and  out  of  the  So- 
ciety, to  libl^rate  those  whom  they  held  la 
bondage.  At  length  he  determined  upon  a 
work  called  The  Mystery  of  Iniquity,  in  a 
brief  Examination  of  the  Practice  of  the. 
Times.  This  he  published  in  the  year  1729, 
though  the  chief  judge  had  threatened  him 
if  he  should  give  it  to  the  world,  and  he 
circulated  it  free  of  expense  wherever  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  useful.     The  above  work 

I    2  was 
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was  excellent  as  a.  composidbn«  The  lad-* 
guage  of  it  was  correct.  The  style  nlanJ,y 
and  energetic.  And  it  abounded  with  facts, 
sentiments,  and  quotations,  which,  while 
they  showed  the  virtue  and  talents  of  the 
author,  rendered  it  a  valuable  appeal  in  be« 
half  of  the  African  cause. 

The  next  public  advocate  was  Benjamin 
Lay  *,  who  lived  at  Abington,  at  the  di- 
stance of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  from  Phi- 
ladelphia. Benjamin  Lay  was  known,  wheb 
in  England,  to  the  royal  family  of  that  day, 
into  whose  private  presence  he  wa^  admitted^ 
On  his  return  to  America,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  Africans.  In 
the  year  1737,  he  published  a  treatise  on 
Slave-keeping.  This  he  gave  away  among 
his  neighbours  and  others,  but  more  paiti- 
cularly  among  tlie  rising  youdi,  many  of 
whom  he  visited  in  their  respective  schools. 
He  applied  also  to  several  of  the  governors 
for  interviews,  with   whom   he   held  con- 

*  Benjamin  Lay  attended  the  meetings  for  worship, 
or  associated  himself  wiih  the  w^hgious  society  of  the 
puakcr^.  His  wife  too  wa$  an  approved  minister  of  the 
gospel  in  that  Sociely.  But  I  behevc  lie  was  not  long  an 
acknowledged  member  of  it  himself. 

ferencc8 
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ferences  on  the  subjecc  Benjamin  Lay  was 
a  man  of  strong  nnderstanding  and  of  great 
integrity,  but  of  warm  and  irritable  feelings, 
and  more  particularly  so  when  he  was 
called  forth  on  any  occasion  in  which  the 
oppressed  Africans  were  concerned.  For  he 
had  lived  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  and  he 
had  witnessed  there  scenes  of  cruelty  to^ 
wards  them,  which  had  greatly  disturbed 
Jus  mind,  and  which  unhinged  it,  as  it 
were,  whenever  the  subject  of  their  sufier- 
ings  was  brought  before  him.  Hence  if 
others  did  not  think  precisely  as  he  did, 
when  he  conversed  with  them  on  the  sub- 
ject, be  was  apt  to  go  out  of  due  bounds. 
In  bearing  what  he  believed  to  be  his  testi- 
mony against  this  system  of  oppression,  lie 
adopted  sometimes  a  singularity  of  man- 
ner, by  which,  as  conveying  demonstration 
of  a  certain  eccentricity  of  character,  he 
diminished  in  some  degree  his  usefulness  to 
the  cause  which  he  had  undertaken ;  as  far 
indeed  as  this  eccentricity  might  have  the 
effect  of  preventing  others  from  joining  him 
in  his  pursuit,  lest  they  should  be  thought 
singular  also,  so  far  it  must  be  allowed  that 
he  ceased  to  become  beneficial.     But  there 

can 
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can  be  no  question,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
his  warm  and  enthusiastic  manners  awak- 
ened the  attention  of  many  to  the  cause, 
and  gave  them  first  impressions  concerning 
it,  which  they  never  afterwards  forgot,  and 
which  rendered  them  useful  to  it  in  the 
subsequent  part  of  their  lives. 
•  The  person,  who  laboured  next  in  the 
Society,  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed  Africans, 
was  John  Woolman. 

John  Woolman  was  born  at  Northampton, 
in  the  county  of  Burlington  and  province 
of  Western  New  Jersey,  in  the  year  1720. 
In  his  very  early  youth  he  attended,  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  to  the  religious  im- 
pressions which  he  perceived  upon  his  mind, 
and  began  to  have  an  earnest  solicitude 
about  treading  in  the  right  path.  "  From 
what  I  had  read  and  heard,"  says  he,  in 
his  Journal  *,  "  I  believed  there  had  been  in 
past  ages  people,  who  walked  in  uprightness 
before  God  in  a  degree  exceeding  any,  that 
I  knew  or  heard  of,  now  living.  And  the 
apprehension  of  there  being  less  steadiness 

*  This  short  sketch  of  the  life  and  labours  of  John 
Woolman^  i<  made  up  from  his  Journal. 

and 
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and  firmness  among  people  of  this  age,  than 
in  past  ages,  often  troubled  me  while  I  was 
a  child."  An  anxious  desire  to  do  away,  as 
far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  this  merited 
reproach,  operated  as  one  among  other  causes 
to  induce  him  to  be  particularly  watchful 
over  his  thoughts  and  actions,  and  to  en« 
deavour  to  attain  that  purity  of  heart,  with- 
out which  he  conceived  there  could  be  no 
perfection  of  the  Christian  character.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his 
age,  he  had  given  such  proof  of  the  inte* 
grity  of  his  life,  and  of  his  religious  qualifi- 
cations, that  he  became  an  acknowledged 
minister  of*  the  gospel  in  his  own  Society. 
•  At  a  time  prior  to  his  entering  upon  the 
ministry,  being  in  low  circumstances,  he 
agreed  for  wages  to  "  attend  shop  for  a  per- 
son at  Mount  Holly,  and  to  keep  his  books." 
In  this  situation  we  discover,  by  an  occur- 
rence that  happened,  that  he  had  thought 
seriously  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  had 
conceived  proper  views  of  the  Christian 
unlawfulness  of  slavery.  "  My  employer," 
says  he,  "  having  a  Negro  woman,  sold  her, 
and  desired  me  to  write  a  bill  of  sale,  the 
man  being  waiting,  who  bought  her.  The 
1  thing 
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thing  was  sudden,  and  though  the  thought 
of  writing  an  instrument  of  slavery  for  one 
of  my  fellow-creatures  made  me  feel  un? 
easy,  yet  I  remembered  I  was  hired  by  the 
year,  that  it  was  my  master  who  directed 
me  to  do  it,  and  that  it  was  an  elderly  man,^ 
a  member  of  our  Society,  who  bought  her. 
So  through  weakness  I  gave  way  and  wrote^ 
but,  at  executing  it,  I  was  so  afflicted  in  my^ 
mind,  that  I  said  before  my  master  an4 
the  friend,  that  I  believed  slave-keeping  to 
be  a  practice  inconsistent  with  the  Chris* 
tian  religion.  This  in  some  degree  abated 
my  uneasiness ;  yet,  as  often  as  I  reflected 
seriously  upon  it,  I  thought  I  should  havei 
been  clearer,  if  I  had  desired  to  have  been 
excused  from  it,  as  a  thing  against  my  con- 
science ;  for  such  it  was.  And  some  time, 
after  this,  a  young  man  of  our  Society 
spoke  to  me  to  write  a  conveyance  of  a  slave 
to  him,  he  having  lately  taken  a  Negro  into 
his  house.  I  told  him  I  was  not  easy  to 
write  it ;  for  though  many  of  our  meeting, 
and  in  other  places,  kept  slaves,  I  still  believed 
the  practice  was  not  right,  and  desired  to  be 
•  excused  from  the  writing.  I  spoke  to  him 
,  in  good- vf  ill ;  and  he  told  me  that  keeping 

slaves 
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ylaves  was  not  altogether  agreeable  to  hia 
mind,  but  that  the  slave  being  a  gift  to  his 
wife  he  had  accepted  of  her." 

Aye  may  easily  conceive  that  a  person  so 
scrupulous  and  tender  on  this  subject  (as 
indeed  John  Woolman  was  on  all  others) 
was  in  the  way  of  becoming  in  time  more 
eminently  serviceable  to  his  oppressed  fel- 
Jow-creatures.     Wo  have  seen  already  the 
good  seed  sown  in  his  heart,  and  it  seems 
to  have  wanted  only  providential  seasons 
2nd  occurrences  to  be  brought  into  pro- 
ductive fruit.     Accordingly  we  find  that  a 
journey,  which  he  took  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  in  174f>,  through  the  provinces  of 
Maryland,    Virginia,  and   North   Carolina, 
which  were  then  more  noted  than  others 
for  the  number  of  slaves  in  them,  contri-* 
butcd  to  prepare  him  as  an  instrument  for 
the  advancement  of  this  great  cause.     The 
following  are  his  own   observations  upon 
this  journey.     "  Two  things  were  remark- 
able to  me  in  this  journey ;  First,  in  regard 
to  my  entertainment.     When  I  ate,  drank, 
and  lodged  free-cost,  with  people  who  lived 
in  ease  on  the  hard  labour  of  their  slaves, 
I  felt  uneasy;  and,  as  my  mind  was  inward 

to 
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to  the  Lord,  I  found,  from  place  to  place, 
this  uneasiness  return  upon  me  at  times 
through  the  whole  visit.  Where  the  masters 
bore  a  good  share  of  the  burthen,  and  lived 
frugally,  so  that  their  servants  were  well 
provided  for,  and  their  labour  moderate,  I 
felt  more  easy.  But  where  they  lived  in  a 
costly  vray,  and  laid  heavy  burthens  on 
their  slaves,  my  exercise  was  often  great, 
and  I  frequently  had  conversations  with 
them  in  private  concerning  it.  Secondly, 
This  trade  of  importing  slaves  from  their 
native  country  being  much  encouraged 
among  them,  and  the  White  people  and  their 
children  so  generally  living  without  much 
labour,  was  frequently  the  subject  of  my  se- 
rious thoughts :  and  I  saw  in  these  southern 
provinces  so  many  vices  and  corruptions, 
increased  by  this  trade  and  this  way  of  life, 
that  it  appeared  to  me  as  a  gloom  over  the 
land.'' 

From  the  year  1747  to  the  year  1753,  he 
5cems  to  have  been  occupied  chiefly  as  a 
minister  of  religion,  but  in  the  latter  year 
he  published  a  work  upon  Slave-keeping ; 
^nd  in  the  same  year,  while  travelling  within 
the  compass  of  his  own  monthly  meeting,  a 

circumstance 
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circumstance  happened,  which  kept  alive  his 
attention  to  the  same  subject.     **  Abo\it  this 
time,'*  says  he,  "  a  person  at  some  distance 
lying  sick,  his  brother  came  to  me  to  write 
his  will.     I  knew  he  had  slaves,  and,  asking 
his  brother,  was  told,  he  intended  to  leave 
them  as  slaves  to  his  children.     As  writing 
was  a  profitable  employ,  and  as  offending 
sober  people  was  disagreeable  to  my  inclina- 
tion, I  was  straitened  in  my  mind,  but  as  I 
looked  to  the  Lord  he  inclined  my  heart  to 
his  testimony ;  and  I  told  the  man,  that  I 
believed  the  practice  of  continuing  slavery 
to  this  people  was  not  right,  and  that  I  had 
a  scruple  in  my  mind  against  doing  writings 
of  that  kifad  j    tliat,  though  many  in  our 
Society  kept  them  as  slaves,  still  I  was  not 
easy  to  be  concerned  in  it,  and  desired  to  be 
excused  from  going  to  write  the  will.     I 
spoke  to  him  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ;  and 
he  made  no  reply  to  what  I  said,  but  went 
away :  he  also  had  some  concerns  in  the 
practice,  and  I  thought  he  was  displeased 
with  me.     In  this  case,  I  had  a  fresh  con- 
firmation, that  acting  contrary  to  present 
outward  interest  from  a  motive  of  Divine 
love,  and  in  regard  to  trutla  and  righteous- 
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ness,  opens  the  way  to  a  treasure  better  than 
silver^  and  to .  a  friendship  exceeding  the 
friendship  of  men.'* 

From  1753  to  1755,  two  circumstances 
of  a  similar  kind  took  place,  which  contri- 
buted greatly  to  strengthen  him  in  t;he  path 
he  had  taken ;  for  in  both  these  cases  the 
persons  who  requested  him  to  make  their 
wills,  were  so  impressed  by  the  principle 
upon  which  he  refused  them,  and  by  his 
manner  of  doiqg  it,  that  they  beques^th^d 
liberty  to  their  slaves. 

In  the  year  1756j  he  made  a  religious 
yisit  to  several  of  the  Society  in  Long  Island. 
Here  it  was  that  the  seed,  now  long  fostered 
by  the  genial  influences  of  Heaven,  began 
to  burst  forth  into  fruit.  Till  this  time  he 
seems  to  have  been  a  passive  instrument, 
attending  only  to  such  circumstances  as 
came  in  his  way  on  this  subject.  But  now 
he  became  an  active  one,  looking  out  for 
circumstances  for  the  exercise  of  his  la- 
bours. "  My  mind,*'  says  he,  "  was  deeply 
engaged  in  this  visit,  both  in  public  and 
private;  and  at  several  places  observing  that 
members  kept  slaves,  I  found  myself  un- 
der a  necessity,  in  a  friendly  way,  to  la- 
bour 
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bour  with  them  on  that  subject,  expressing!, 
as  the  way  opened,  the  inconsistency  of  that 
practice  with  the  purity  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, and  the  ill  efiects  of  it  as  manifested 
amongst  us. 

In  the  year  1757,  he  felt  his  mind  so 
deeply  interested  on  the  same  subject,  that 
he  resolved  to  travel  over  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, and  North  Carolina,  in  order  to  try 
to.  convince  persons,  principally  in  his  own 
Society,  of  the  inconsistency  of  holding 
slaves.  He  joined  his  brother  with  him  in 
this  arduous  service.  Having  passed  the 
Susquehanna  into  Maryland,  he  began  to 
experience  great  agitation  of  mind.  ^^  Soon 
l^fter  I  entered  this  province,'*  says  he,  "  a 
deep  and  painful  exercise  came  upon  me, 
which  I  often  had  some  feeling  of  since  my 
mind  was  drawn  towards  these  parts,  and 
with  which  I  had  acquainted  my  brother, 
before  we  agreed  to  join  as  companions. 

"  As  the  people  in  this  and  the  southern 
provinces  live  much  on  the  labour  of  slaves^ 
many  of  whom  are  used  hardly,  my  coil* 
cern  was  that  I  might  attend  with  single- 
ness of  heart  to  the  voice  of  the  true  Shep- 

hcrJ* 
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herd,   and  be  so  supported,  as  to  remain 
unmoved  at  the  faces  of  men.*' 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  follow  him  in 
detail,  through  this  long  and  interesting 
journey,  when  I  consider  the  bounds  I  have 
prescribed  to  myself  in  this  work.  I  shall 
say  therefore,  what  I  purpose  to  offer  gene- 
rally and  in  a  few  words; 

It  appears  that  he  conversed  with  persons 
occasionally,  who  were  not  of  his  own  So- 
ciety, with  a  view  of  answering  their  argu- 
ments, and  of  endeavouring  to  evince  the 
wickedness  and  impolicy  of  slavery.  In  * 
discoursing  with  these,  however  strenuous 
he  might  appear,  he  seems  never  to  have 
departed  from  a  calm,  modest,  and  yet 
dignified  and  even  friendly  demeanour.  At 
the  public  meetings  for  discipline,  held  by 
his  own  Society  in  these  provinces,  he  endea- 
voured to  display  the  same  truths  and  in  the 
same  manner,  but  particularly  to  the  elders 
of  his  own  Society,  exhorting  them,  as  the 
most  conspicuous  rank,  to  be  careful  of 
their  conduct,  and  to  give  a  bright  example 
in  the  liberation  of  their  slaves.  He  visited 
also  families  for  the  same  purpose :  and  he 

had 
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liad  the  i^rell-earned  satisfaction  of  finding 
his  admonitions  kindly  received  by  some^ 
and  o£seeing  a  disposition  in  others  to  follow 
the  advice  he  had  given  them. 

In  the  year  1758,  he  attended  the  yearfy 
meeting  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  addressed 
his  brethren  on  the  propriety  of  dealing  with 
such  members,  as  should  hereafter  purchase 
slaves.  On  the  discussion  of  this  point  he 
spoke  a  second  time,  and  this  to  such  efiect 
that  he  had  the  satisfaction  at  this  meeting 
to  see  minutes  made  more  fully  than  any 
before,  and  a  committee  appointed,  for  the 
advancement  of  the  great  object,  to  which 
he  had  now  been  instrumental  in  turning 
the  attention  of  many,  and  to  witness  a  con* 
siderable  spreading  of  the  cause.  In  the 
same  year  also,  he  joined  himself  with  two 
others  of  the  Society  to  visit  such  members 
of  it,  as  possessed  slaves  in  Chester  county. 
In  this  journey  he  describes  himself  to  have 
met  with  several,  who  were  pleased  with  his 
visit,  but  to  have  foiwd  difficulties  with 
others,  towards  whom  however  he  felt  a 
sympathy  and  tenderness  qh  accovmt  of 
their  being  entangled  by  the  spirit  of  the 

world. 

In 
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In  the  year  1759!^  he  visited  aevtftal  of 
the  Society,  who  held  slaves  in  Philadelphiai 
In  about  three  months  afterwards,  he  tra* 
veiled  there  again,  in  company  with  John 
Churchman,  to  see  others  under  similar 
circumstances.  He  then  went  to  difierent 
places  on  the  same  errand.  In  this  last 
journey  he  went  alone.  After  this  he  joined 
himself  to  John  Churchman  again,  but  he 
confined  his  labours  to  his  own  province. 
Here  he  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  that  thd 
work  prospered.  Soon  after  this  he  took 
Samuel  Eastburne  as  a  coadjutor^  and  plead* 
ed  the  cause  of  the  poor  Africans  with 
many  of  the  Society  in  Bucks  county,  who 
held  them  in  bondage  there. 

In  the  year  1760,  he  travelled,  in  company 
with  his  friend  Samuel  Eastburne,  to  Rhode 
Island,  to  promote  the  same  object:.  This 
island  had  been  long  noted  for  its  trade  to 
Africa  for  slaves.  He  found  at  Newport, 
the  great  sea-port  town  belonging  to  it,  that 
a  number  of  them  had  been  lately  impoited. 
He  felt  his  mind  deeply  impressed  on  this 
account.  He  was  almost  overpowered  in 
consequence  of  it,  and  became  ill.  He 
thought  once  of  promoting  a  petition  to  the 

leg  is- 
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legislature,  to  discourage  all  such  importa* 
tions  in  future.  He  then  thought  of  going 
and  speaking  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
ipirhich  was  then  sitting ;  but  he  was  dis- 
couraged from  both  these  proceedings.  He 
held,  however,  a  conference  with  many  of 
his  own  Society  in  the  meeting-house-cham- 
ber, where  the  subject  of  his  visit  was  dis- 
cussed on  both  sides,  with  a  calm  and  peace- 
able spirit.  Many  of  those  present  mani- 
fested the  concern  they  felt  at  their  former 
practices,  and  others  a  desire  of  taking  suit- 
able care  of  their  slaves  at  their  decease* 
From  Newport  he  proceeded  to  Nantucket; 
but  observing  the  members  of  the  Society 
there  to  have  few  or  no  slaves,  he  exhorted 
them  to  persevere  in  abstaining  from  the 
use  of  them,  and  returned  home. 

In  the  year  1761,  he  visited  several  famLr 
lies  in  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  about  three 
months  afterwards,  others  about  Shrews- 
bury  and  Squan  in  New  Jersey.  On  his 
return  he  added  a  second  part  to  the  trea- 
tise before  published  on  the  keeping  of 
slaves,  a  care  which,  had  been  growing  upon 
Jum  for  some  years. 

VOL.  I.  M  la 
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Ift  clM7^rlt62|  h0>|irmted^  pubKaliedy' 
Atid  (tistfibttMd  tikis  ttearite.  i-  ,; 

In  1^!P67,  'he  went  ob  foot  to  the  westera 
shore*- 0f  the  nme  province  on  a  religiouf 
visit.  Aft^  having  crossed  the  Susquehan^ 
nft,  hfs  old  feelings  teturned  to  him;  foif 
c«mi)ig  amongst  people  living  in  cmtwanl 
eade  mA  greatness,  •  chiefly  on  the  labour  of 
slaves^  lus  heart  wil  much  afibcted^  -abd  to 
waited  ii«^ith  hnmbtf  resignation,:  to  lear&r 
how  he  should  fik-cher  *  ferSom  hit  dttty:  to 
thU  injured  people.  -'>Th0travelfiiigim  fooei 

thoUghr'it'Wd4'agreeitbl«  to  the^ftatttidf^hii? 

mind^  he  deMr%M^4o<hftve<beeif'WttitHsi>me 

to  his  body.  He  felt  himself  'vreakly  at 
times,  in  consequence  of  it,  but  yet  conti^ 
nued  to  travel  on.  At  one  of  the  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  Society,  being  i'a  great  sor- 
row and  heaviness,  and  under  deep  exercise 
on  account  of  the  miseries  of  the  poor 
Africans,  he  expressed  himself  freely  to 
those  present,  who  held  them  in  bondage^ 
He  expatiated  on  the  tenderness  and  loving- 
kindness!  of  the  apostles^  as  manifested  in 
labours,  perils,  and  sufferings,  towards  the 
poor  Gentiles,  and  contrasted  their  treat- 
•  *  ment 
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meht  of  the  Gentiles  with  it,  whom  he  de- 
scribed in  the  persons  of  their  slaves  ;  and 
was  much  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his 
discourse. 

From,  this  time*  we  collect  little  more 
from  his  journal  concerning  him^than  that, 
in  1772,  he  embarked  for  £ngland  on  a 
religioiis  visit.  >  After  his  arrival  there,  he 
travelled  through  many  counties,  preaching: 
in  different  meetings  of  the  Society,  till  he 
came  to  the  city  of  York,  But  even  here, 
diough  he  was  far  removed  from  the  sighc 
of  those  whose  interests  he  had  ao  warmly 
espoused,  he  was  not  forgetful  of  their 
wretched  condition.  At  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing for  that  county,  he  brought  their  case 
before  those  present  in  an  affecting  manner. 
He  exhorted  these  to  befriend  their  cause. 
He  remarked  that  as  they,  the  Society,  when 
under  outward  sufferings,  had  often  found 
a  concern  to  lay  them  before  the  legislature, 
and  thereby,  in  the  Lord's  time,  had  ob- 
tained relief ;  so  he  recommended  this  op- 
pressed part  of  the  creation  to  their  notice, 
that  they  might,  as  the  way  opened,  repre-? 
sent  their  suflerings  as  individuals,  if  not  as 
a  religious  society,  to  those  in  authority  in 

M  2  this 
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this  land.  This  was  the  last  opportuxiit)rr 
that  he  had  of  interesting  himself  in  behal£ 
of  this  injured  people  ;  for  soon  afterwanU 
he  was  seized  with  the  small-pox  at  the 
house  of  a  friend  in  die  city  of  York, 
where  hexiied. 

The  next  person  belonging  to  the  Society 
of  the  Quakers,  who  laboured  in  behalf  of 
the  oppressed  Africans,  was  Anthony  Bene^ 
zeL  He  was  bom  before,  and  he  lived 
after,  John  Woolman ;  ^  of  course  he  was 
eotemporary  with  him.'  I  place  him^  after 
John  Woolman,  because  he  was  not  so  zduch 
known  as  a  labourer,  till  two  or  thjiee  years 
after  the  other  had  begun  to  mo^e  in  the 
same  cause. 

Anthony  Benezet  was  born  at  St.  Quin- 
tin  in  Picardy,  of  a  respectable  family,  in 
the  year  1713.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
many  protestants,  who,  in  consequence  of 
the  persecutions  which  followed  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  sought  an  asy- 
lum in  foreign  countries.  After  a  short 
stay  in  Holland,  he  settled,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  in  London,  in  1715. 

Anthony  Benezet,  having  received  from 

his   father  a  liberal  education,  served  an 

3  appren*- 


ABOLITION  OF  THE  SLAVJi-TRADE.  16S 

apprenticeship  in  an  eminent  mercantile 
house  in  London.  In  1731,  however,  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  joined  in  profession  with  the 
-  Quakers.  His  three  brothers  then  engaged 
in  trade,  and  made  considerable  pecuniary 
acquisitions  in  it.  He  himself  might  have 
partaken  both  of  their  concerns  and  of 
their  prosperity ;  but  he  did  not  feel  him^ 
self  at  liberty  to  embark  in  their  under- 
takings. He  considered  the  accumulation 
of  wealth  as  of  no  importance,  when  com- 
pared with  the  enjoyment  of  doing  good ; 
and  he  chose  the  humble  situation  of  a 
schoolmaster,  as  according  best  with  this 
notion,  believing,  that  by  endeavouring  to 
train  up  youth  in  knowledge  and  virtue,  he 
should  become  more  extensively  useful  than 
in  any  other  way  to  his  fellow-creatures. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  his  new  situ- 
ation, before  he  manifested  such  an  up- 
rightness of  conduct,  such  a  courtesy  of 
manners,  such  a  purity  of  intention,  and  such 
a  spirit  of  benevolence,  that  he  attracted 
the  notice,  and  gained  the  good  opinion,  of 
the  inhabitants  among  whom  he  lived.  He 
had  ready  access  to  them,  ia  consequence, 

upon 


upon  all  occasions  ;  and,  if  there  were  any 
whom  he  failed  to  inftiaence  at  any  of  these 
times,  he  never  went  away  wkhovit  the  pos- 
session of  their  respect. 

In  the  year  17,56,  when  a  considerable 
number  of  French  families  were  removed 
from  Acadii  into  PennsyhMnia,  on  account 
"tlf  iame  folitRal  sm/kticka,  lYiadkk  dtarfAy 
intereitieil  ihtfi^i&othjnlh^a'CouxRxyiwin-t 
Aw  tmdirdBoad  ihti^fiiuipi9^iii&fiTvt«n 
wretcbedwid  fa^plsWf^bm A^fibnf^&m»- 
■mt  eailikTownd  to^fldtea  ^05  rigonr  tf 

wards  thuow    He  nNEdmdihnmklf  idsobla 

their  behalf,  by  procuring  many  contri- 
butions for  them,  which,  by  the  consent  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  were  entrusted  to  his 
care. 

As  the  principle  of  benevolence,  when 
duly  cultivated,  brings  forth  fresh  shoots, 
and  becomes  enlarged,  bo  we  iind  this  ami- 
&.ble  person  extending  the  sphere  of  bis  use- 
fulness, by  becoming:  an  advocate  for  the 
bppressed  African  rata  For  this  service  he 
fteems  to  have  been '  pecnUarly  qualified. 
Indeed,  as  in  all  great  works  a  variety  of 
talents  is  oeoessary  to  bring  i^m-  to  per- 
fection, 
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,fection,  so  Providence  seems  to  prepare  dif- 
ferent men  as  instruments,  with  dispositioos 
and  qualifications  so  various,  that  each,  in 
pursuing  that  line  wliich  seems  to  suit  him 
best,  contributes'  to  furnish  "•  those  parts, 
which,  when  put  together,  make  up  a  conjr' 
plete  whole.  In  this  point  of  view,  John 
Woolman  found,  in  Anthony  Benezet,  the 
jcoadjucor,  whom,  of  all  others,  tli^  cause 
required.  The  former  had  occupied  him- 
jself  principally  on  the  subject  of  Slavery. 
The  latter  went  to  the  root  of  the  evil,  and 
more  frequently  attacked  the  Trade.  The 
former  chiefly  confined  his  labours  to  Ame- 
rica, and  chiefly  to  those  of  his  own  Soci- 
ety tliere.  The  latter,  when  he  wrote,  did 
not  write  for  America  only,  but  for  Europe 
also,  and  endeavoured  to  spread  a  know- 
ledge ?nd  hatred  of  the  traflic  through  the 
great  society  of  the  world. 

One  of  the  means  which  Anthony  Benezet 
took  to  promote  the  cause  in  question,  (and 
an  effectual  one  it  proved,  as  far  as  it  went.) 
was  to  give  his  scholars  a  due  knowledge 
and  proper  impressions  concerning  it.  Si- 
tuated as  they  were  likely  to  be,  in  after-life, 
in  a  country  where  slavery  was  a  custom, 

he 
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he  thus  prepared  xnanyy  and  this  annually^ 
for  the  promotioii  of  his  plana. 

To  enlighten  others,  and  to  ^ve  them  a 
JBimilar  bias,  he  had  recourse  to .  difierent 
measures  from  dme  to  time.  In  the  akna- 
nacs  published  annually  in  Philadelphia^  he 
procured  articles  to  be  inserted,  which  iie 
believed  would  attract  the  notice  of  thb 
reader,  and  make  him  pause,  at  least  for  a 
while,  as  to  the  lidtness  of  the  Slave*trada 
Ha  wrote,  also,  as  he  saw  occasion,  in  the 
public  papers  of  the  day.  From  small 
things  he  proceeded  to  greater.  He  col- 
lected, at  length,  further  information  on  the 
subject,  and,  winding  it  up  with  obsenra* 
tions  and  reflections,  he  produced  several 
little  tracts,  which  he  circulated  successively 
l[but  generally  at  his  .  own  expense),  as  he 
considered  them  adapted  to  the  temper  and 
circumstances  of  the  times. 

In  the  course  of  this  his  employment, 
having  found  some  who  had  approved  his 
tracts,  and  to  whom,  on  that  accoimt,  he 
wished  to  write,  and  sending  his  tracts  to 
others,  to  whom  he  thought  it  proper  to  in^ 
troduce  them  by  letter,  he  found  himself 
engaged  in  a  correspondence,  which  much 

engrossed 
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engrossed  his  time,  but  which  proved  of 
great  importance  in  procuring  many  advo* 
cates  for  his  cause. 

In  the  year  1762,  when  he  had  obtained 
a  still  greater  store  of  information,  he 
published  a  larger  work.  This,  however, 
he  entitled,  A  short  Account  of  that  Part  of 
Africa  inhabited  by  the  Negros.  In  1767 
he  published,  A  Caution  and  Warning  to 
Great  Britain  and  her  CSolonies,  on  the  Ga« 
lamitous  State  of  the  enslaved  Negros  in  die 
British  Dominions: — and  soon  after  this, 
appeared.  An  Historical  Account  of  Guinea, 
its  Situation,  Produce,  and  the  General  Dis- 
position of  its  Inhabitants ;  with  an  Inquiry 
mto  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Slave- 
Trade,  its  Nature,  and  Calamitous  Effects. 
This  pamphlet  contained  a  clear  and  di- 
stinct development  of  the  subject,  from 
the  best  authorities.  It  contained  also  the 
sentiments  of  many  enlightened  men  upon 
it ;  and  it  became  instrumental,  beyond  any 
other  book  ever  before  published,  in  disse** 
minating  a  proper  knowledge  and  detestation 
of  this  trade. 

Anthony  Benezet  may  be  considered  as 
Pfte  of  the  most  zealous,  vigilant,  and  ac* 

tive 
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tive '  advocates,  which  the  cause  of  the  op- 
pressed Africans  ever  had.  He  seemed  to 
have  been  bom  and  to  have  lived  for  the 
promotion  of  it,  and  therefore  he  never 
omitted  any  the  least  opportunity  of  serv- 
ing it.  If  a  person  called  upon  him  who 
was  going  a  journey,  his  first  thoughts  usu- 
ally were,  how  he  could  make  him  an  in- 
strument in  its  favour  J  and  he  either  gave 
him  tmcts  to  distribute,  ^or  he  sent  letters 
by  him,  or  he  gave  him  some  commission 
on  the  subject,  so  that  he  was  the  means  of 
employing  several  persons  at  the  s^me  time, 
in  various  parts  of  America,  in  advancing 
the  work  he  had  undertaken. 

In  the  same. manner  he  availed  himself 
of  every  other  circumstance,  as  far  as  he 
could,  to  the  same  end.  When  he  heard 
that  Mr.  Granville  Sharp  had  obtained,  in 
the  year  1772,  the  noble  verdict  in  the  cause 
of  Somerset  the  slave,  he  opened  a  corre- 
spondence  with  him,  which  he  kept  up, 
that  there  might  be  an  union  of  action 
between  them  for  the  future,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  effected,  and  that  they  might 
each  give  encouragement  to  the  other  to 
proceed. 

8  Uq 
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He  opened  also  a  correspondence  with' 
George  Whitfield  and  John  Wesley,  thtt 
these  might  assist  him  in   promoting  the 
cause  of  the  oppressed. 

He  wrote  also  a  letter  to  the  Countess  of 
Huntingdon  pn  the  following  subject. — She 
had  founded  a  college,  at  the  recomimendai- 
tion  of  George  Whitfield,  called  the  Of*- 
phan- house,  near  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  and 
had  endowed  it.  The  object  of  this  instil 
tution'was,  to  furnish  scholastic  instruction 
to  the  poor,  and  to  prepare  some  of  them 
for  the  ministry.  George  Whitfield,  erer 
attentive  to  the  cause  of  the  poor  Africans^ 
thought  that  this  institution  might  hxve 
been  useful  to  them  also;  but  soon  after 
his  death,  they  who  succeeded  him  bought 
slaves,  and  these  in  unusual  numbers^  td 
extend  the  rice  and  indigo  plantations  be- 
longing to  the  college.  The  letter  then  in 
question  was  written  by  Anthony  Benexet, 
in  order  to  lav  before  the  Countess,  as  a 
religious  woman,  the  misery  she  was  occa^ 
sioning  in  Africa,  by  allowing  the  managers 
of  her  college  in  Georgia  to  give  encourage!- 
ment  to  the  Slave-trade.      The   Countess 

replied 
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"^  replied^  that  such  a  measure  should  never 
Itave  her  countenance,  and  that  she  would 
take  care  to  prevent  it. 

On  discovering  that  the  Abl>6  Raynal  had 
brought  out  his  celebrated  work,  in  which  he 
manifested  a  tender  feeling  in  behalf  of  the 
injured  Africans,  he  entered  into  a  corre- 
apondence  with  him^  hoping  to  make  him 
.^et  more  ukeful  to  their  cause. 

Finding,  also,  in  the  year  1783,  that  the 
Slave-trade,  which  had  greatly  declined  du« 
ring  the  American  war,  was  reviving,  he  ad- 
.  dressed  a  pathetic  letter  to  our  Queen,  (as  I 
mentioned  in  the  last  chapter,)  who,  on 
hearing  the  high  character  of  the  writer  of 
it  from  Benjamin  West,  received  it  with 
marks  of  peculiar  condescension  and  atten^p 
tion.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  it. 

"  To  Charlotte  Queen  of  Great  Britain^ 

^  Impr£0S£D  with  a  sense  of  religious 
duty,  and  encouraged  by  the  opinion  gene- 
rally entertained  of  thy  benevolent  dispo- 
aition  to  succour  the  distressed,  I  take  the 
liberty,  very  respectfully,  to  offer  to  thy 
perusal  some  tracts,   whigh,  I  believe,  f^ith* 

fully 
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ftilly  describe  the  stifienng  condition  of 
many  hundred  thousands  of  our  fellow^ 
creatures  of  the  African  race,  great  numbers 
of  whom,  rent  from  every  lender  connec* 
tion  in  life,  are  annually  taken  from  their 
native  land,  to  endure,  in  the  American^ 
islands  and  plantations^  a  most  rigorout 
and^  cruel  slavery;  whereby  many,  very 
many  of  them,  are  brought  to  a  melancholy 
and  untimely  end. 

"  When  it  is  considered  that  the  inhabi*^ 
tants  of  Great  Britain,  who  are  themselves 
so  eminently  blessed  in  the  enjoyment  of 
religious  and  civil  liberty,  have  long  been, 
and  yet  are,  very  deeply  concerned  in  this 
flagrant  violation  of  the  common  rights  of 
mankind,  and  that  even  its  national  autho* 
rity  is  exerted  in  support  of  the  African 
Slave-trade,  there  is  much  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that  this  has  been,  and,  as  long  as  the 
evil  exists,  will  continue  to  be,  an  occasion 
of  drawing  down  the  Diirine  displeasure  on 
the  nation  and  its  dependencies.  May  these 
considerations  induce  thee  to  interpose  thy 
kind  endeavours  in  behalf  of  this  greatly 
injured  people,  whose  abject  situation  gives 
them  an  additional  claim  to  the  pity  and 

assistance 
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^btaUce  of  the  generous  mind,  inasmttch 
ajBL^eyi  are  altogether  depmred  of  the  meaoe 
<K[^38pU(itmg  efl^tual  relief  for  themselves  ; 
thACr,so  diou  meyest  oot  only  be  a  bleftsed 
iftiitiiinent  io^jjthe  haod  oi  him  rby  whom 
Ipflkgs  reign  ^ndc  pipuKes  decree  justice/  to 
^SffiTt  jhe  awful.' judgments' by  which  the 
eipi^p^re^  ksi»'  ali^ead/  been  so  remarkably 
8)i^)(eO|.  but  that  the  blessings,  of  thousanda 
ready  to  perish  may  come ,  upoil ,  trbee,  at  & 
tip4et!>^heQ  the  superior  advantagee  attend- 
i^^t.on  thy  situation, .in-this  .wwld  nviU  jao 
Ifciger  be'  of  an.^:  ay<iit  to  thy/ iconaolationt 
a^  support*.  .     J   •  .        r 

**  To  the  tracts  on  this  subject  to  whidx  I 
have  thus  ventured  to  crave  thy  particular 
attpntion,  I  have  added  some  which  at  dif- 
ferent times  I  have  believed  it  my  duty  to. 
publish*,  and  which,  I  trust,  will  afford  thee 
some  satisfaction,  their  design  being  for  die 
furtherance  of  that  universal  peace  and  good- 
will amongst  men,  which  the  gospel  was  in- 
tended to  introduce. 

y  *.*  I  hope  thou  wilt  kindly  excuse  the  free- 
dom used  on  this  occasion  by  an  ancient 

*  These  related  to   the   principles  of  the    religious 
id'ciety  of  the  Quakers. 

man, 
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m^tiy  whose  mind,  for  more  than  forcy  years 
past,  has  been  much  separated  frbm  the 
common  intercourse  of  the  world,  andlon^ 
painfully  exercised  in  the  consideration,  of 
the  miseries  under  which  so  large  a  part  .of 
mankind,  equally  with  us  the  objects  of  n^ 
deeming  love,  are  sufiering  the  most. unjust, 
and  grievous  oppression,  and  who  sincenrlj' 
desires  thy  temporal  and  eternal  felicity,  and 
that  of  thy  royal  consort. 

"  Anthony  Benezet.** 

Anthony  Benezet,  besides  the  care.he  bcK 
ttowed  .upon  forwarding  the  cause  of  the 
oppressed  Africans  in  diiferent  parts  of  this 
world,  found  time  to  promote  the  comforts, 
and  improve  the  condition  of  those  in  the 
state  in  which  he  lived.  Apprehending, 
that  much  advantage  would  arise  botU.ta 
them  and  the  public,  from  instructing  them 
in  common  learning,  he  zealously  promoted 
the  establishment  of  a  school  for  that  pur- 
pose. Much  of  the  two  last  years  of  hi$ 
life  he  devoted  to  a  personal  attendance  on 
this  school,  being  earnestly  desirous  that 
they  who  came  to  it  might  be  better  quali- 
fied for  the  enjoyment  of  that  freedom  to. 

which 


I 
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iriiichgceatixumbenof  them  htd  bten  chea 
iMtored.  To  this  he  sacrifiotd  the  $npmor 
cpaolumcptt  of  his  fimnqr  school,  and  his 
bodily  ease  also^.  aldiough  the  ticakness  of 
his  GonstitiuioQ  seeaaed  to  demand  indul« 
genca  By  his  last  will  he  directed,  that, 
afier>  the  decease:  of  his  widow,  his  whole 
fittie  fbrtttne  (the.  savings  of  the  industry 
of  fifty  years)  should,  escept  a  few  wry 
small  legacies,  be  applied  to  the  support  oC 
it.  During  his  attendance  upon  it  he  had 
the  happiness  to  find,  (and  his  situation  en- 

ft 

abted  lum  to  makp  the  comparison,)  that 
Virovidence  had  been-  equally  liberal  to  the 

Africans  in  genius  and  talents  as  to  other 
people. 

After  a  few  days'  illness  this  excellent  man 
died  at  Philadelphia  in  the  spring  of  1784. 
The  interment  of  his  remains  was  attended 
by  several  thousands  of  all  ranks,  professions, 
and  parties,  who  united  in  deploring  their 
loss.  The  mournful  procession  was  closed 
by  some  hundreds  of  those  poor  Africans, 
who  had  been  personally  benefited  by  his 
labours,  and  whose  behaviour  on  the  occa- 
sion showed  the  gratitude  and  affection  they 
considered  to  be  due  to  him  as  their  own 

private 
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private  betiefactx>i',  as  well  as^  the  benefactor 
of  their  whole  race. 

Such,  then,  were  the  labours  of  the  Qua- 
kers, in  America,  of  individuals,  from  4718 
to  1784,*  and  of  the  body  at  large,  from 
1696  to  1787,  in  this  great  cause  of  huma- 
nity and  religion.  Nor  were  the  efiects 
produced  from  these  otherwise  than  corre-» 
sponding  with  what  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  such  an  union  of  exertion  in 
such  a  cause ;  for  both  the  evils,  that  is,  the 
ev41  of  buying  and  selling,  and  the  evil  of 
using,  slaves,  ceased  at  length  with  the  mem- 
bers of  this  benevolent  Society.  The  leav- 
ing off  all  concern  with  the  Slave-trade  took 
place  first.  The  abolition  of  slavery, 
though  it  followed,  was  not  so  speedily 
accomplished ;  for,  besides  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty, when  slaves  were  manumitted  without 
any  pecuniary  consideration  in  return,  their 
owners  had  to  struggle,  in  making  them, 
free,  against  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
times.  In  Pennsylvania,  where  the  law  in 
this  respect  was  the  most  favourable,  the 
parties  wishing  to  give  freedom  to  a  slave 
were  obliged  to  enter  into  a  bond  for  the 
payment  of  thirty  pounds  currency,  in  case 

VOL.  r.  N  the 


THE   HISTORY  OF  THE 

the  said  slave  should  become  chargeable  for 
maintenance.  In  New  Jersey  die  terms 
were  far  less  favourable,  as  the  estate  of  the 
owner  remained  liable  to  tlie  consequences 
of  misconduct  in  tlie  slave,  or  even  in  his 
posterity.  In  the  soutliern  pai'ts  of  Ame- 
rica manumission  was  not  permitted  but 
On  terras  amounting  nearly  to  a  prohibition. 
But,  notwitlistanding  these  difficulties,  the 
Quakers  could  not  be  deterred,  as  they  be- 
came convinced  of  the  unlawfulness  of 
holding  men  in  bondage,  from  doing  that 
which  they  believed  to  be  right.  Many 
r  liberated  their  slaves,  whatever  the  conse- 
^  qucnccs  were ;  and  some  gave  the  most 
splendid  example  in  4oiB!g .  it»  not  only  by 
consenting,  as  otbeFa  dil^.th^s  to  give  up 
their  property,  and  to  incurt  th^  penalties  of 
manumission,  but  by-calculatiog.  and  giving 
what  was  du£  to  tbjem,  over  an4  ,itb^v£  their 
food  and.  clothing,  fo^  -wage^*  j^P^  the 
beginning  of  their  slavery  y».  the  day  when 
their  liberacion  commenced.    Tl^s  manu- 

,  *  One  of  the  jjrightest  iDStances  was   tfaat  afforded  by 

Warner  Alifflin.     He  gave  unconditional  liberty  to  his 

'  Efiivlrs.     IM  paid  a'l  theTaduIts,  dn  tlfeir  discHdi^ej   the 

it'irti,-\vhich  arbitrators,  nttlUiB%  cboiet^  tfNaBiled.iheui. 

mission 
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mission  went  on,  some  sacrificing  more,  and 
others  less ;  some  granting  it  sooner,  and 
others  later;  till,  in  the  year  1787*,  there 
was  not  a  slave  in  the  possession  of  an  ac- 
knowledged Quaker. 

Having  given  to  the  reader  the  history 
of  the  third  class  of  forerunners  and  coad* 
jutors,  as  it  consisted,  of  the  Quakers  in 
America,  I  am  now  to  continue  it,  as  it  con- 
sisted of  an  union  of  these  with  others  on 
the  same  continent  in  the  year  1774,  io 
behalf  of  the  African  race.  To  do  this  J 
shall  begin  with  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
production  of  this  great  event. 

And  in  the  first  place,  as  example  is  more 
powerful  than  precept,  we  cannot  suppose 
that  the  Quakers  could  have  shown  these 
noble  instances  of  religious  principle,  with- 
out supposing  also  that  individuals  of  other 
religious  denominations  would.be  morally 
instructed  by  them.  They  who  lived  in 
the  neighbourhood  where  they  took  place^ 
must  have  become  acquainted  with  the  mo- 
tives which  led  to  them.  Some  of  them 
must  at  least  have  praised  the  action,  though 

*  Previously  U  the  year  1 7B7,  several  of  the  sute$ 
had  made  the  t^pn^  of  xnanumisfioii  more  oasy. 

^  '  V  S  they 
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they  might  not'  themselves  have  been  ripe 
to  follow  the  example.  Nor  is  it  at  all  im- 
probable that  these  might  be  led,- in  the 
course  of  the  workings  of  their  own  minds, 
to  a  comparison  between  their  own  conduct 
zpd  that  of  the  Quakers  on  this  subject,  in 
which  they  themselves  might  appear  to  be 
less  worthy  in  their  own  eyes.  And  as 
there  is  sometimes  a  spirit  of  Trivalship 
among  the  individuals  of  religious  sects, 
where  the  character  of  one  is  sounded  forth 
as  higher  than  that  of  another ;   this,  if  ex- 

» 

cited  by  such  a  circumstance,  would  proba- 
bly operate  for  good»  It  must  have  been 
manifest  also  to  many,  after  a  lapse  of  time, 
that  there  was  no  danger  in  what  the  Qua- 
kers had  done,  and  that  there  was  even 
sound  policy  in  the  measure.  But  whatever 
were  the  several  causes,  certain  it  is,  that 
the  example  of  the  Quakers  in  leaving  off 
all  concern  with  the  Slave-trade,  and  in 
liberating  their  slaves  (scattered  as  they  were 
over  various  parts  of  America)  contributed 
to  produce  in  many  of  a  different  religious 
denomination  from  themselves,  a  more 
tender  disposition  ^than  had  been  usual  to- 
wards tjiQ  African  race. 

■.      .:  But 
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But  a  similar  disposition  towards  these 
oppressed  people  was  created  in  others  by 
means  of  other  circumstances  or  causes. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
judge  Sewell  of  New  England  came,  for- 
ward as  a  zealous  advocate  for  them.  He 
addressed  a  memorial  to  the  legislature, 
which  he  called  The  Selling  of  Joseph, 
and  in  which  he  pleaded  their  cause  both  as 
a  lawyer  and  a  Christian.  This  memorial 
produced  an  effect  upon  many,  but  particur 
larly  upon  those  of  his  own  persuasion ; 
and  from  this  time  the  presbyterians  appear 
to  have  encouraged  a  sympathy  in  theif 
favour. 

In  the  year  1739,  the  celebrated  George 
Whitfield  became  an  instrument  in  turning 
the  attention  of  many  others  to  their  hard 
case,  and  of  begetting  in  these  a  fellow 
sympathy  towards  them.  This  laborious 
minister,  having  been  deeply  affected  with 
what  he  had  seen  in  the  course  of  his  reli- 
gious travels  in  America,  thought  it  his  duty 
to  address  a  letter  from  Georgia  to  the  in^ 
habitants  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North 
and  South  Carolina.  This  letter  was  printed 

in 
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in  the  year  above  mentioned,  and  is  in  j^art 
•8  follows — 

^  As  I  lately  passed  through  your  pro- 
vinces in  my  way  hither,  I  was  sensibly 
couched  with  a  fellow-feeling  for  the  mise* 
ries  of  the  poor  Negros.  Whether  it  be 
lawful  for  Christians  to  buy  slaves,  and 
thereby  encourage  the  nations  from  whoni 
they  are  bought  to  be  at  perpetual  war 
with  each  other,  I  shall  not  take  upon  me 
to  determine.  Sure  I  ain  it  is  sinful,  when 
they  have  bought  them,  to  use  them  as  bad 
^though  they  were  brutes,  nay  worse ;  and 
whatever  particular  exceptions  there  may  be 
(as  I  would  charitably  hope  there  are  some) 
I  fear  the  generality  of  you,  who  own 
Negros,  are  liable  to  such  a  charge;  for 
your  slaves,  I  believe,  work  as  hard,  if  not 
harder,  than  the  horses  whereon  you  ride. 
Thepc,  after  they  have  done  their  work,  are 
fed  and  taken  proper  care  of;  but  many 
Negros,  when  wearied  with  labour  in  your 
plantations,  have  been  obliged  to  grind  their 
corn  after  their  return  home.  Your  dog5 
are  caressed  and  fondled  at  your  table ;  but 
your  slaves,  who  are  frequently  styled  dogs 

or 
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or  beasts,  have  not  an  equal  privilege.  They 
are  scarce  permitted  to  pick  up  the  crumbs 
which  fall  from  their  master's  table.  Not 
to  mention  what  numbers  have  been  givect 
up  to  the  inhuman  usage  of  cruel  tasio-' 
masters,  who,  by  their  unrelenting  scourges 
have  ploughed  their  backs,  and  made  long 
furrows,  and  at  length  brought  them  even 
unto  death.  When  passing  along  I  have 
viewed  your  plantations  cleared  and  culti- 
vated, many  spacious  houses  built, .  and  the 
owners  of  them  faring  sumptuously  every 
day,  my  blood  has  f^aequently  almost  run 
cold  within  me,  to  consider  how  many  of 
your  slaves  had  neither  convenient  food  to 
eat,  nor  proper  raiment  to  put  on,  notwith- 
standing most  of  the  comforts  you  enjoy 
were  solely  owing  to  their  indefatigable 
labours." 

The  letter,  from  which  this  is  an  extract, 
produced  a  desirable  efiect  upon  many  of 
those,  who  perused  it,  but  particularly  upoti 
such  as  be^an  to  be  seriously  disposed  in 
these  times.  And  as  George  Whitfield  con- 
tinued a  firm  friend  to  the  poor  Africans, 
never  losing  an  opportunity  of  serving  them, 
he  interested,  in  the  course  of  his  useful  life, 

many 
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miiij  thousailds '  of  his  followers  in  their 
£Eivour. 

'  To  this  account  it  may  be  added,  that 
from  the  year  1762,  ministers,  who  were  in 
the  connection  of  John  Wesley,  began  to  be 
settled  in  America,  and  that  as  these  were 
friends  to  the  oppressed  Africans  also,,  so 
diey  contributed  in  their  turn*  to  pro- 
mote a  softness  of  feeliug  towards  them 
among  those  of  their  own  persuasion. 

In  consequence  then  of  these  and  other 
causes,  a  considerable  number  of  persons  of 
various  religious;  denominations  had  apr 
peared  at  difierent  times  in  America,  besides 
the  Quakers,'  who,  though  they  had  not 
distinguished  themselves  by  resolutions 
and  manumissions  as  religious  bodies,  were 
yet  highly  friendly  to  the  African  cause. 

♦  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  example  of  the 
Moravians  had  its  influence,  also,  in  directing  ujcn  to 
their  duly  towards  these  oppressed  people ;  for  though, 
when  they  visited  this  part  of  the  world  for  their  con- 
version, they  never  meddled  with  the  pohticdl  state  of 
things,  by  recommending  it  to  masters  to  ^Itcr  the  con- 
dition of  their  slaves,  as  believing  religion  could  give 
comfort  in  the  most  abject  situations  in  life,  yet  they 
uniformly  freed  those  slaves,  who  came  into  their  own 
possession. 

.  This 
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This  friendly  disposition  began  to  maitt* 
fest  itself  about  the  year  1770 :  for  whea 
a  few.  Quakers,  as  individuals,  began  at 
that  time  to  form  little  associations  in  the 
middle  provinces  of  North  America,  to  dis- 
courage the  introduction  of  slaves  among 
people  in  their  own  neighbourhoods,  who 
were  not  of  their  own  Society,  and  to  en- 
courage the  manumission  of  those  already 
in  bondage,  they  were  joined  as  colleagues 
by  several  persons  of  this  description  *,  who 
cooperated  with  them  in  the  promotion  of 
their  design. 

This  disposition  however  became  mom 
manifest  in  the  year  1772 ;  for  the  house  of 
burgesses  of  Virginia  presented  a  petition 
to  the  King,  beseeching  his  majesty  to  re- 
move all  those  restraints  on  his  governors  of 
that  colony,  which  inhibited  their  assent  to 
such  laws,  as  might  check  that  inhuman 
and  impolitic  commerce,  the  Slave-trade : 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  refusal  of  the 
British  government  to  permit  the  Virginiani 

^  It  then  appeared  that  individuals  among  those  of 
the  church  of  England^  Roni9n  catholics,  presbyteriaiu^ 
nietbodists^  and  others,  h^d  begun  19  x  few  instances  ta 
liberate  their  slaves. 


'  «• 
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td  exclude  ftktes  fh>m  iittong  them  by  law, 
tnu  enttSAerated  afterwatds  atioong  the  pub* 
reaiOOft  far  aeparatiill^  firdm  die  nkothet 
country. 

But  this  fiiendly  dispdftition  was  greatly, 
increased  in  the  year  177S,  by  the  literary 
labours  6f  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  of  Philadel* 
ffhia  \  who^  I  b^Uete,  is  a  member  of  the 
jpresbytefian  chttrdi.  JFdr  in  thia  year,  at 
dtt  imtigation  ci  Anthony  Bene  zet,  he  took 
tip  the  cause  of  the  ofipresaed  A&icans  in .  A 
little  work,  vdiich  he  eiltitied  An  AddrM 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  British  Settlements 
en  the  Slavery  of  ^e  Ne^os ;  and  soon  af- 
terwards in  another^  which  was  a  vindica* 
tion  of  the  first,  in  answer  to  an  acrimonious 
attack  by  a  West  Indian  planten  These 
publications  contained  many  new  observa- 
tions.  They  were  written  in  a  polished 
Style ;  and  while  they  exhibited  the  eruditioii 
and  talents,  they  showed  the  liberality  and 
benevolence,  of  the  author.  Having  had 
A  considerable  circulation,  they  spread  con^ 

*  Dr.  Ruth  has  been  better  known  since  for  his 
other  Kterary  works  ;  such  as  his  Medical  Dissertations, 
his  Treatises  on  the  Discipline  of  Schools,  Griminal 
Law,  ho. 

viction 
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viction  among  many,  and  promoted  the 
cause  for  which  they  had  been  so  lau  ably 
undertaken.  Of  the  great  increase  of  friendly 
disposition  towards  the  African  cause  in  this 
very  year,  we  have  this  remarkable  proof;—* 
that  when  the  Quakers,  living  in  East  and 
West  Jersey,  wished  to  petition  the  legisla^ 
ture  to  obtain  an  act  of  assembly  for  .thf 
more  equitable  manumission  of  slaves  in 
that  province,  so  many  others  of  dijSerent 
persuasions  joined  them,  that  the  petitioa 
VTas  signed  by  upwards  of  three  thousaad 
persons* 

But  in  the  next  year,  or  in  the  year  1774*^ 
the  increased  good-will  towards  the  Africans 
became  so  apparent,  but  more  particularly 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  Quakers  wero 
more  numerous  than  in  any  other  state,  that 
they,  who  considered  themselves  more  im« 
luediately  as  the  friends  of  these  injured 
people,  thought  it  right  to  avail  themselves 
of  it  2  and  accordingly  James  Pemberton, 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  Quakers 

•  In  this  year,  Elhanan  Winchester,  a  supporter  of 
the  doctrine  of  universal  redemption,  turned  the  jlttett- 
fion  of  many  of  his  hearers  to  this  subject,  both  by  pii- 
f^te  interference  and  by  proaebing  ezptesily  upon  it. 

in. 
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in  Pennsylvania,  and  Dn  Rush,  one  of  die 
most  conspicuous  of  those  belonging  to  the 
various  other  religious  communities  in  that 
province,  undertook,  in  conjunction  vrith 
others,  the  important  task  of  bringing  those 
into  a  society  who  were  friendly  to  this 
cause*    In^  this  undertaking  they  succeeded* 
And  hence  arose  that  union  o^  the  Quakers 
with  others,  to  which  I  have  been  directing 
die  attention  of  the  reader,  and  by  which 
die  third  class  of  forerunners  and  coadjutors 
becomes  now  complete*  This  society,  which 
was  confined  to  Pennsylvama,  was  the  Brat 
ever  fo>med  in  America,  in  which  there  was 
an  union  of  persons  of  different  religious 
denominations  in    behalf   of   the  African 
race. 

But  this  society  had  scarcely  begun  to  act, 
when  the  war  broke  out  between  England 
and  America,  which  had  the  efiect  of  check- 
ing its  operations.  This  was  considered  as 
a  severe  blow  upon  it.  But  as  those  tilings 
which  appear  most  to  our  disadvantage,  turn 
out  often  the  most  to  our  benefit,  so  the 
war,  by  giving  birth  to  the  independence  of 
America,  was  ultimately  favourable  to  its 
progress.  For  as  this  contest  had  produced 
4  during 
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during  its  continuance,  so  it  left,  when  it 
was  over,  a  general  enthusiasm  for  liberty. 
Many  talked  of  little  else  but  of  the  freedooi 
they  had  gained.  These  were  naturally  led 
to  the  consideration  of  those  among  thexn^ 
who  were  groaning  in  bondage.  They 
began  to  feel  for  their  haM  case.  They  be- 
gan to  think  that  they  should  not  deserve 
the  new  blessing  which  they  had  acquired, 
if  they  denied  it  to  others.  Thus  the  dit» 
cussiona,  which  originated  in  this  contesti 
became  the  occasion  of  turning  the  attendoQ 
of  many,  who  might  not  otherwise  have 
thought  of  it,  towards  the  miserable  condi« 
tion  of  the  slaves. 

Nor  were  writers  wanting,  who,  inflii* 
enced  by  considerations  on  the.  war  and  the 
independence  resulting  from  it,  made  their 
works  subservient  to  the  same  benevolent 
end.  A  work,  entitled,  A  Serious  Address 
to  the  Rulers  of  America  on  the  Inconsis* 
tency  of  their  Conduct  respecting  Slavery, 
forming  a<]lontrast  between  the  Encroach- 
ments of  England  on  American  Liberty  and 
American  Injustice  in  tolerating  Slavery, 
which  appeared  in  1783,  was  particularly 
instrumental  in  producing  this  effect.  This 
^  ::  excited  - 
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(scited  a  more  than  usual  atteadoil  to  tha 
^w  of  these  oppressed  people,  and  where 
mpst  of  all  it  could  be  useful  For  the  au- 
thor compared  in  two  opposite  columns  the 
jU3umated  speeches  and  resolutions  of  the 
fOembers  of  congress  in  behalf  of  their  own 
liberty  with  their  conduct  in  continuing 
davery  to  others.  H^ice  the  legislature  be- 
gan to  feel  the  inconsistency  of  the  practice ; 
and  so  £ir  had  the  sense  of  this  inconsis* 
tency  spread  there,  that  when  die  delegates 
net  from  each  state,  to  consider  of  a  federal 
vnion,  there  was*  a  desire  that  the  abolition 
oi  the  Slave-trade  should  be  one  of  the  arti« 
cles  in  it.  This  was,  however,  opposed  by 
the  delegates  from  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina, Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Georgia,  the 
five  states  which  had  the  greatest  concern 
in  slaves.  But  even  these  ofiered  to  agree  to 
the  article,  provided  a  condition  was  annexed 
to  it,  (which  was  afterwards  done,)  that  the 
power  of  such  abolition  should  not  com- 
mence in  the  legislature  till  the  first  of  Ja« 
©uary  1808. 

In  consequence  then  of  these  difierent 
circumstances,  the  society  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  object  of  which  was  "  for  promoting 

the 
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the  abolition  of  slavery  aud  the  relief  pf 
free  Negros  unlawfully  held  in  bondage/' 
became  8o  popular^  that  in  the  year  1787 
it  was  thought  desirable  to  enlarge  it.  Ac*^ 
cordingly  several  new  members  were  ad^ 
mitted  into  it.  The  celebrated  Dr.  FranJt** 
lin,  who  had  long  warmly  espoused  d}« 
cause  of  the  injured  AfricanS|  was  appointe4 
president ;  James  Pemberton  and  Jofiath^a 
Penrose  were  appointed  vice-presidents ;  Dr. 

■ 

Benjamin  Rush  and  Xench  Coxe,  secreta- 
ries ;  James  Star,  treasurer ;  William  Lewis, 
John  D.  Coxe,  Miers  Fisher,  and  William 
Rawle,  counsellors  ;  Thomas  Harrison,  Na- 
than Boys,  James  Whiteall,  James  Reed, 
John  Todd,  Thomas  Armatt,  Norris  Jones, 
Samuel  Richards,  Francis  Bayley,  Andrew 
Carson,  John  Warner,  and  Jacob  Shoe- 
maker, junior,  an  electing  committee ;  and 
Thomas  Shields,  Thomas  Parker,  John  Old- 
den,  William  Zane,  John  Warner,  and  Wil- 
liam Mp  Elhenny,  an  acting  committee  for 
carrying  on  the  purposes  of  the  institution. 
I  shall  now  only  observe  further  upon 
this  subject,  that  as  a  society,  consisting  of 
an  union  of  the  Quakers,  with  others  of 
1  other 
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ocher  religious  denominations,  was  esta* 
blished  for  Pbnnsylvania  in  behalf  of  the  op^ 
pressed  Africans,  so  difierent  societies,  con- 
ttsting  each  of  a  similar  union  of  persons, 
were  established  in  New  York,  Connecticut, 
.  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  other 
itates  for  the  same  object,  and  that  *  tl^se 
ifterwards  held  a  correspondence  and  per- 
wdnal  commumon  with  each  other  for  the 

|)tQSiOtt<MI  of  ip* 
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CHAPTER  VL 


ObsenatiOJis  on  the  three  classes  already  intro^ 
duced — ^Coincideiice  of  extraordinary  circum* 
stances — Tndhiduals  in  each  of  these  classcSywho 
seem  to  have  had  an  education  as  it  were  to-  qua* 
lify  them  for  promoting  the  cause  oftft^  abolition 
-^Sharp  and  Ramsay  in  the  Jirsl-^Dillwyn  in 
die  second — Pemberton  and  Rush  in  the  third 
^^^Tiiese,  ivith,  tfieir  respective  classes^  acted  oh 
motives  of  their  own^  and  independently  of  ea^^h 
other^^and  yet^from  circumstances  neither  fore^ 
seen  nor  known  by  tliem^  they  were  in  the  way  of 
being  easily  united  in  1787 — JVilliam  Dillwyn^ 
the  great  medium  of  connection  between  them  all* 

If  the  reader  will  refer  to  his  recollection, 
he  will  find,  that  I  have  given  the  history  of 
three  of  the  classes  of  the  forerunners  and 
coadjutors  in  the  great  cause  of  the  aboli-* 
tion  of  the  Slave-trade  up  to  the  time  pro- 
posed. He  will  of  course  expect  that  I 
should  proceed  with  the  history  of  the 
fourth.  But,  as  I  foresee  that,  by  makings 
cenain  observations  upon  the  classes  already 
introduced  in  the  present  tather  than  in  any 
future  place,  I   shall  be  able  ta  give  him 

VOL.  I. .  o  clearer 
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clearer  views  oa  the  subject,  I  sliall  postpone 
the  hUstixy  of  the  reinaiiiiog  class  to  the 
next  chapter. 

The  ^txoimt,  which  I  shall  now  give,  will 
exhibit  a  concurrence  of  extraordinary  ax^ 
important  pircumstances^  It  wiH  show,, 
firsts,  that  in  each  of  the  dxree  classes  now 
iotroduDC^d,.  there  were .  individuals  in  the 
^yev  1187,  who  had  been  educated  as  it 
were  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  pecu-^ 
liarly  ^aliffed  to  act  together  for  the  pro* 

I     _  _  _ 

mMioci^  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade^ 
irwiR  show,  secondly,  that  these,  with  their 
respective  classes^   acted  tfepon    their   own 

principles,  distinctly  and  independently  of 
each  other.  And,  lastly,  that  by  means  of 
circumstanxresy  which  they  themselves  had 
neither  foreseen  nor  contrived,  a  junction 
between  them  was  rendered  easily  pi-acti- 
eable^  and  that  it  was  beginning  to  take 
place  at  the  peri«xl  assigned. 

The  first  cla^  of  forenmners.  anil  coad- 
jutors consisted  principally,  as  it  has  ap- 
peared, of  persons  in  England  of  various  de- 
scriptions* Tlicsi^,  I  may  observe,,  had  no 
communication  widi  each  other  as  to  any 
plan   for  the  abolition  of  tlic  Sifive-tradc^ 

There 
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There  were  two  individtials,  however,  among 
them,  who  were  more  conspicuous  than  th% 
rest,  namely,  Granville  Sharp,  the  first  lar- 
bourer^  and  Mr.  Ramsay,  the  first  contro- 
versial writer,  in  the  cause. 

That  Granville  Sharp  received  an  educa- 
tion as  if  to  become  qualified  to  unite  with 
others,  in  the  year  1787,  for  this  important 
object,  must  have  appeared  from  the  history 
of  his  labours,  as  detailed  in  several  of  the 
preceding  pages.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
Mr.  Ramsay;  for  it  has  already  appeared  that 
he  lived  in  the  island  of  St.  Christopher, 
where  he  made  his  observations,  and  studied 
the  laws,  relative  to  the  treatment  of  slaves^ 
for  nineteien  years. 

That  Granville  Sharp  acted  on  grounds 
distinct  from  those  in  any  of  the  other 
classes  is  certain.  For  he  knew  nothing  at 
this  time  either  of  the  Quakers  in  England 
or  of  those  in  America,  any  more  than  that 
they  existed  by  name.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  case  of  Jonathan  Strong,  he  might  never 
have  attached  himself  to  the  cause.  A  simi- 
lar account  may  be  given  of  Mr.  Ramsay ; 
for,  if  it  had  not  been  for  what  he  had  seen 
in  the  island  of  Sc  Christopher,  he  had  nevir 

o  2  embarked 
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embarked  in  it.*  It  was  from  scenes^  which 
iie  had  witnessed  there,  that  he  began  to 
feel  on  the  subject.  These  feelings  he  com- 
municated to  others  on  his  return  to  £ng^ 
land,  and  these  urged  him  into  action. 

With"  respect  to  the  second  class,  the 
reader  will  recollect  that  it  consisted  of  the 
•Quakers  in  England :  first,  of  George  Fox ; . 
then  of  the  Quakiers  as  a  body ;  then  of  indi- 
viduals belonging  to  that  body,  who  formed 
-themselves  into  a  committee,  independentfy 
:o£  it,  for  the  promotion  of  the  object  in 
question.  This  committee,  it  may  be  re- 
membered, consisted  of  six  persons,  of  whom 
one  was  William  Dillwyn. 

That  William  Dillwyn  became  fitted  for 
the  station,  which  he  was  afterwards  to  take, 
will  be  seen  shortly.  He  was  born  in  Ame- 
rica, and  was  a  pupil  of  the  venerable  Bene- 
zet,  who  took  pains  very  early  to  interest 
his  feelings  on  this  great  subject.  Benezet 
employed  him  occasionally,  I  mean  in  a 
friendly  manner,  as  his  amanuensis,  to  copy 

•  Iris  manuscripts  for  publication,  as  well  as 
several  of  his  letters  written  in  behalf  of  the 
cause.  This  gave  his  scholar  an  insight  into 
the  subject,  who,  Uving  besides  in  the  land 

^  where 
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where  both  the  Slave-trade  and  slavery  were^ 
established,  obtained  an  additional  know-' 
ledge  of  them,  so  as  to  be  able  to  refuto 
many  of  those  objections,  to  which  othertf 
for  want  of  local  observation  could  never 
have  replied. 

In  the  year  1772  Anthony  Benezet  intro*» 
duced  William  Dillwyn  by  letter  to  several 
of  the  principal  people  of  Carolina,  with 
whom  he  had  himself  before  corresponded 
on  the  suflFerings  of  the  poor  Africans,  and 
desired  him  to  have  interviews  with  them 
on  the  subject.  He  charged  him  also  to  be 
very  particular:  in  making  observations  as  to 
what  he  should  see  there.  This  journey  was 
of  great  use  to  the  latter  in  fixing  him  as  the 
friend  of  these  oppressed  people,  for  he  saw 
so  much  of  their  cruel  treatment  in  the 
course  of  it,  that  he  felt  an  anxiety  ever  af* 
terwards,  amounting  to  a  duty,  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  for  their  relief. 

In  the  year  1773  William  Dillwyn,  in  con- 
junction with  Richard  Smith  and  Daniel 
Wells,  two  of  his  own  Society,  wrote  a 
pamphlet  in  answer  to  arguments  then  pi^ 
vailing,  that  the  manumission  of  slaveji 
would  be  injurious.  This  pamphlet,— vrhich 

was 
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was  entitled,  Brief  Considerations  on  Slavery, 
and  the  Expediency  of  its  Abolition ;  with 
tome  Hints  on  the  Means  whereby  it  may 
be  gndually  cfiected, — proved  that  in  lieu  of 
the  usual  security  required,-  certain  sums 
paid  at  the  several  periods  of  manumission 
would  amply  secure  the  public,  as  well  as 
the  owners  of  the  slaves,  from  any  future 
burthens.  In  the  same  year  also,  when  the 
Society,  joined  by  several  hundreds  of  others 
in  New  Jersey,  presented  a  petition  to  the 
legislature,  (as  mentioned  in  the  former  chap* 
ter,)  to  obtain  an  act  of  assembly  for  the 
more  equitable  manumission  of  slaves  in 
that  province,  William  DiUwyn  was  one  of 
a  deputation,  which  was  heard  at  the  bar  of 
the  assembly  for  that  purpose. 

In  1774  he  came  co  England,  but  his  at- 
tention was  still  kept  alive  to  the  subject, 
Tor  he  wad  the  person,  by  whom  Anthony 
Benezet  sent  his  letter  .to  the  Countess  of 
Huntingdon,  as  before  related.  He  was 
also  the  person,  to  whom  the  same  venerable 
defender  of  the  African  race  sent  his  letter, 
before  spoken  of,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Queen. 

That  William  DiUwyn  and  those  of  his 

own 
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own  cImss  ia  England  acted  upon  motivea 
very  distinct  from  those  of  the  former  da6$ 
may  be  said  with  truth,  for  they  acted  upon 
the  constitutional  principles  of  their  o.wQ 
Society,  as  incorporated  into  its  discipline^ 
which  principles  would  always  liave  .in- 
cited them  to  the  subvei*sion  of  slavery^  ^M 
far  as  they  themselves  were  concernedji 
whether  any  other  persons  had  abolished  it 
or  not.  To  which  it  may  be  added,  as  a  fur* 
ther  proof  of  the  originality  of  their  motives^ 
tha(  the  Quakers  have  had  ever  since  their 
institution  as  a  religious  body,  but  little  in* 
tercourse  with  the  world. 

The  third  class,  to  which  I  now  come, 
consisted,  as  we  have  seen,  first,  of  the  Qua- 
kers in  America ;  and  secondly,  of  an  union 
of  these  with  others  on  the  same  continent. 
The  principal  individuals  concerned  in  this 
union  were  James  Pemberton  and  Dr.  RusI^. 
The  former  of  these,  having  taken  an  active 
part  in  several  of  the  yearly  meetings  of  his 
own  Society  relative  to  the  oppressed  Afri- 
cans, and  having  been  in  habits  of  intimacy 
and  friendship  with  John  Wool  man  and 
Anthony  Benezet,  with  the  result  of  whose 
labours  he  was  acquainted,  may   be   sup* 

posed 
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posed  to  have  become'^iialified  ix>^.  take  in 
leading  station  in*  t6e  promdthm  of '  thdir 
Cscose.  Dr.  Riteb  also  had  shown  himself^ 
as  has  appeared,  Hn  able  advocate,  and  had 
0veh  sustained  a  controversy  in  their  favour. 
That  the  two  last  mentioned  acted  also  on 
motives  of  their  own,  or^  independently  of 
.those  belonging  to  the  other  two  ckssesj 
trhen  they  formed  their  association  in  Ren!h# 
aylvania,  will  be  obvious  from  these  circum^ 
stances }  first,  that  most  of  those  of  the  first 
class,  who  contributed  to  throw  the  greaitest 
Hght  and  odium  upon  the  Slave-trade, :  faa4 
not  then  made  their  public  appearance  in 
the  world.  And,  with  respect  to  the  se-» 
cond  class,  the  little  committee  belonging 
to  it  had  neither  been  form^ed  nor  thought 
of, 

.And  as  the  individuals  in  each  of  the 
three  classes,  who  have  now  been  mentioned, 
had  an  education  as  it  were  to  qualify  theat 
for  acting  together  in  this  great  cause,  and 
had  moved  independently  of  each  other,  so 
it  will  appear  that,  by  means  of  circum- 
stances which  they  themselves  had  neither 
foreseen  nor  contrived,  a  junction  between 
them  was  rendered  easily  practicable,  and 

that 
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that  ic  was  beginning  to  take  place  at  the 
period  assigned. 

To  show  this,  I  must  first  remind  the  reader 
that  Anthony  Benezet,  as  soon  as  he  heard 
of  the  result  of  the  case  of  Somerset,  opened 
a  correspondence  with  Granville  Sharp, 
which  was  kept  up  to  the  encouragement  of 

« 

both.  In  the  year  1774,  when  he  learned 
that  Williatn  Dillwyn  was  going  to  England^ 
he  gave  him  letters -to  that  gentleman^ 
Thus  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  the 
second Vlass  was  introduced,  accidentally  as 
it  were,  to  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of 
the  first.  In  the  year  1775  William  Dill- 
wyn  went  back  to  America,  but,  on  his  re- 
turn to  England  to  settle,  he  renewed  his 
visits  to  Granville  Sharp.  Thus  the  connec- 
tion was  continued.  To  these  observations 
I  may  now  add ;  that  Samuel  Hoare,  of  the 
same  class  as  William  Dillwyn,  liad,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Bishop  of  Chester's  sermon^ 
begun  a  correspondence  in  1784,  as  before 
mentioned,  with  Mr.  Ramsay,  who  was  of 
the  s^me  class  as  Mr.  Sharp.  Thus  four  in- 
dividuals of  the  two  first  classes  were  in  the 
^ay  of  an  union  with  one  another. 

But  circumstances  equally  natural  contri- 

buiped 


'  20S  THE  |i)670lt Y  Of  THE 

bated  to  render  an  union  between  the  meav- 
bers  of  the  second  and  the  third  classes 
easily  practicable  also.  For  what  was  more 
natural  than  that  William  Dill wjn,  who  was 
bom  and  who  had  resided  long  in  America, 
should  have  connections  there?  He  had 
long  cultivated  a  friendship  (not  then  know* 
ing  to  what  it  would  lead)  with  James  Pern* 
berton*  His  intimacy  with  hitn<was  like  that 
of  a  family  connection*  They  corresponded  , 
together.  They  corresponded  also  as  kin* 
dred  hearts,  relative  to  the  SUve-orade.  Thus 
two  members  of  the  second  and  third  classes 
had  opened  an  intercourse  on  the  subject, 
and  thus  was  William  Dillwyn  the  great 
medium,  through  whom  the  members  of 
the  two  classes  now  mentioned,  as  well  as 
the  members  of  all  the  three  might  be  easily 
united  also,  if  a  fit  occasion  should  offer. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Fourth  class  of  forerunners  and  coadjutors  up  to 
1787 — Dr.  Peckardy  vice-chancellor  of  the  UnU 
versity  of  Cambridge^  the  first  of  these — gh:es , 
out  the  Slave-trade  as  the  subject  for  one  of  the 
annual  prizes — Author  writes  and  obtains  the 
first  of  these — reads  his  Dissertation  in  the 
Senate-Jiotise  in  the  summer  of  1 785 — his  feelings 
on  the  subject  during  his  return  Itoifie — is  desirous 
of  aiding  tlie  cause  of  the  jifricans^  but  sees 
great  dijiculties — determines  to  publish  hisprize* 
essay  for  this  purpose —  is  accidentally  thrown 
into  the  way  of  James  Phillips^  who  introduces 
him  to  JV.  Di/htyv,  the  connecting  medium  of 
the  three  classes  before  mentioned  —  and  to 
G.  Sharp  J  and  Mr.  Ramsay — arid  to  R.  Phillips. 

1  PROCEED  now  to  the  fourth  class  of  fore- 
runners and  coadjutors  up  to  the  year  1787 
in  the  great  cause  of  the  aboUtion  of  the 
Slave-trade, 

The  first  of  these  was  Dr.  Peckard.  This 
gentleman  had  distinguished  himself  in  the 
earlier  part  of  his  life  by  certain  publications 
on  the  intermediate  state  of  the  soul,  and 

by 
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byiOthers  in  favour  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  To  the  latter  cause  he  was  a  warm 
friend,  seldom  omitting  any  opportunity  of 
declaring  his  sentiments  in  its  favour.  In 
the  course  of  his  preferment  he  was  ap^ 
pointed  by  Sic  John  Griffin,.afterwards  Lord 
Howard,  of  Walden,  to  the  mastership  of 
Magdakn  College  in  the  University  of  Cain- 
bridge.  •  In  this  high  office  lie  considered  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  support  those  doctrines 
which  he  had  espoused  when  in  an  inferior 
station ;  and  accordingly,  wlien  in  the  year 
1784  it  devolved  upon  him  to  preach  a  ser- 
mon before  the  University  of  Cambridge, 
he  chose  his  favourite  subject,  in  the  handling 
of  which  he  took  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
of  the  Slave-trade  in  the  following  nervous 
manner ; — 

"  Now,  whether  wc  consider  the  crime, 
with  respect  to  the  individuals  concerned  in 
this  most  barb?.rous  and  crtiel  traffic,  or 
whether  we  consider  it  as  patronized  and 
encouraged  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  it  pre- 
sents to  our  view  an  equal  degree  of  enor- 
mity. A  crime,  founded  on  a  dreadful  pre- 
eminence in  wickedness — A  crime,  which 
"being  both  of  individuals  and  the   nation, 

must 
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must  soiiletime  draw  down  upon 'tis  tbe 
heaviest  judgment  of  Almighty  God,  whd 
made  of  one  blood  all  the  sons  of  men,  ind 
who  gave  to  all  equally  a  natural  right  to  li^ 
berty ;  and  who,  ruling  all  the  kingdoijots  of 
the  earth  with  equal  providential  justice, 
cannot  suffer  such  deliberate,  such  mon^^ 
strous  iniquity,  to  pass  long  unpunishedi? 

But  Dr.  Packard  did  not  consider  this  de^ 
livery  of  his  testimony,  though  it  was 
given  before  a  learned  and  religious  body, 
as  a  sufficient  discharge  of  his  duty,  whilfe 
any  opportunity  remained  of  renewing  it 
with  effect,  And,  as  such  an  one  offered  in 
the  year  1785,  when  he  was  vice-chancellor 
of  the  University,  he  embraced  it.  ^  In  con- 
sequence of  his  office,  it  devolved  upon  him 
to  give  out  two  subjects  for  Latin  dissert** 
tions,  one  to  the  middle  bachelors,  and  th« 
other  to  the  senior  bachelors  of  arts.  They 
who  produced  the  best  were  to  obtain  thfc 
prizes.  To  the  latter,  he  proposed  tha  fol- 
lowing :  **  Anne  liceat  Invitos  in  Servitu- 
tem  dare  ?"  or,  "  Is  it  right  to  make  slaves 
of  others  against  their  will  ?" 

This  circumstance  of  giving  out  the  sub- 
jects for  the  prizes,  though  only  an  ordinary 

measure, 
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measure,  became  the  occasion  of  my 
labours,  or  of  the  re:il  honour  which  I  feel 
in  being  able  to  conaider  myself  as  the  nest 
coadjutor  of  this  class  in  the  cause  of  the  in- 
jured Africans.  For  it  happened  in  this 
year  that,  being  of  the  order  of  senior 
bachelors,  I  became  qualified  to  write.  I  had 
gained  a  prize  for  the  best  Latin  disserta- 
tion in  the  former  year,  and,  therefore,  it 
was  expected  that  1  should  obtain  one  in 
the  present,  or  I  should  be  considered  aa 
having  lost  my  reputation  both  in  the  eyct 
of  the  University  and  of  my  own  College. 
It  had  happened  also,  that  I  had  been  ho- 
noured with  the  first  of  the  prizes*  in  that 
year,  and  therefore  it  was  expected  again, 
that  I  should  obtain  the  first  on  this  occa- 
tion.  The  acquisition  of  the  second,  how- 
ever honourable,  would  have  been  considered 
as  a  falling  off,  or  as  a  loss  of  former  fame. 
I  felt  myself,  therefore,  particularly  called 
«pon  to  maintain  my  post.  And,  with  feel- 
ings of  this  kind,  I  began  to.  prepare  myself 
ftff  the  question. 

In  studying  the  thesis,  I  conceived  it  to 

*  Tlicre  are  two  prizes  on  each  subject,  one  for  the 
best  and  the  other  for  the  second-best  e6s3y't>. 

8  point 
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point  directly  to  the  African  Slaye-trade,  and 
more  particularly  as  I  knew  that  Dr.  Peckard^ 
in  the  sermon  which  I  have  mentioned,  had 
pronounced  so  warmly  against  it.     At  any 
rate,  I  determined  to  give  it  this  construc- 
tion.    But,  alas !    I  was  wholly  ignorant  of 
this  subject;  and,   what  was  unfortunate, 
a  few  weeks  only  were  allowed  for  the  com- 
position.    I   was  determined,  however,  ta 
make  the  best  use  of  my  time.     I  got  access 
to  the  manuscript?  papers   of  a    deceased 
friend,  who  had  been  in  the  trade.     I  wat 
acquainted  aho  with  several  officers  who  had 
been  in  the  West  Indies,  and  from  these  I 
gained  something.    But  I  still  felt  myself  at  a 
loss  for  materials,  and  I  did  not  know  where 
to  get  them ;  when  going  by  accident  int«> 
a  friend's  house,  I  took  up  a  newspaper  then 
lying   on   his  table.     One  of  the   articles^ 
which  attracted  my  notice,  was  an  adver-*^ 
tisement   of  Anthony   Benezet's  Hisroriejfl 
Account  of  Guinea*     I  soon  left  my  friend 
and  his  paper,  and,  to  lose  natime,  hastened 
to  London  to  buy  it.     In  this  precious  book 
I  found  almost  all  I  wanted.     I  obtained,  by 
means  of  it,  a  knowledge  of,  and  gained  ac- 
cess to>  the  great  authorities  of  Adanson,. 

Moore^ 
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Moore,  Baibot,  Smith,  Bosman  and  otheftfy 
It  was  of  great  consequence  to  know  wliaE 
tlicse  persons  had  aaid  upon  tliis  subject- 
tor,  having  been  themselves  either  long  re- 
sident in  Africa,  or  very  frequently  there* 
tlicir  knowledge  of  it  could  not  be  ques- 
tioned. Having  been  concerned  also  in  tlie 
ti'ade,  it  was  not  hkely  that  they  would  crimi- 
nate themselvee  more  than  cliey  could  avoid. 
Writing  too  at  a  time,  when  the  abolitioa 
■was  not  even  thought  of,  they  could  not  have 
bt'en  biassed  with  any  view  to  that  event. 
And,  lastly,  having  been  dead  many  years, 
they  could  not  have  been  influenced,  as 
living  evidences  may  be  supposed  to  have 
been,  either  to  conceal  or  to  exaggerate,  as 
then-  own  interest  might  lead  them,  either 
by  being  concerned  in  the  continuance  of 
the  trade,  or  by  supporting  the  opinions  of 
iLoie  of  tbeir  patrons  in  power,  who  were 
fia  t;he  different  sides  of  this  question. 

burnished  then  in  this  manner,  I  began 
my  work.  But  no  person  can  tell  the  severe 
trial,  which  the  writing  of  it  proved  to  me. 
I  had  expected  pleasure  from  the  invention 
of  the  arguments,  from  the  arrangement  of 
tlieni,  from  the  putting  of  them  together, 
■    S         .  and 
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and  from  the  thought  in  the  interim  that  I  was 
engaged  in  an  innocent  contest  for  literary 
honour.  But  all  my  pleasure  was  damped 
by  the  facts  which  were  now  continually 
before  me.  It  was  but  one  gloomy  subject 
fKom  morning  to  night.  In  tlie  day-time 
I  was  uneasy.  In  the  night  I  had  little  rest. 
1  sometimes  never  closed  my  eye- lids  for 
grief.  It  became  now  not  so  much  a  trial 
for  academical  reputation,  as  for  the  pro* 
duction  of  a  work,  which  might  be  useful 
to  injured  Africa.  And  keeping  this  idea 
in  my  mind  ever  after  the  perusal  of  Be* 
nezet,  I  always  slept  with  a  candle  in  my 
room,  that  I  might  rise  out  of  bed  and  puc 
down  such  thoughts  as  might  occur  to  me 
in  the  night,  if  I  judged  them  valuable^ 
conceiving  that  no  arguments  of  any  mo- 
ment should  be  lost  in  so  great  a  cause. 
Having  at  length  finished  this  painful  task 
I  sent  my  Essay  to  the  vice-chancellor,  andt^ 
soon  afterwards  found  myself  honoured  aft 
before  with  the  first  prize. 

As  it  is  usual  to  read  these  essays  pub^ 
licly  in  the  senate-house  soon  after  the  prize' 
is  adjudged,  I  was  called  to  Cambridge  for 
this  purpose.     I  went  and  performed  my 

VOL.  I.  p  office. 
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office.  On  returning  however  to  Loncfony 
the  su-bjecc  of  it  almost  wholly  engrossed 
my  thoughts.  I  became  at  times  very  seri- 
ously atiected  while  irpon  tl>c  road.  I  stop- 
ped my  horse  occasionaHy,  and  dismoujited 
and  walked;  I  frequently  tried  to  persuade 
myself  in  thesg  intervals  that  the  contents 
ef  ray  Essay  conld  not  be  true.  The  more 
liowiBvcr  I"  reflected  upon  them,  or  rather 
■ftpon  the  authorities  on  which  they  were 
foundctlj  tlie  more  I  gave  ihem  credit. 
Coming  in  sight  of  Wades  Mill  inlicrtford- 
sliix'e,  I  sat  down  disconsolate  on  the  turf 
by  the  roadside  and  held  my  horse.  Here 
a  thonghc  came  into  my  mind,  that  if  the 
contents  of  the  Essay  werfe  trucy  it  was  time 
some  person  should  see  these  caltimities  to 
their  end.  Agitated  iiithis  roamier  I  reached 
home.     This  was  in  the  summer  of  1785. 

In  the  course  of  tbe  antumn  of  the  same 
ywT  I  experienced  siouliU'  impressions.  I 
Walked  frequently  inta  the  woods,  that  I- 
might  think  on  the  sabject.  iff  soKCude,  and 
-  &ad  relief  to  niy  '  mind  there.  But  there 
(he  question-  still  recurred,  «  Are  thetft  thirig* 
true  ?" — Still  tlie  answer  follbwed  ag  in- 
stantaneously "  They  are."—  Still  the  rpsult 
accompanied 
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iGlccompanied  it^  *^  Then  surely  some  person 
should  interfere/*  I  then  began  to  envy 
those  who  had  seits  in  parliament^  and  wha 
had  great  riches^  and  widely  extended  con^ 
nectionSy  which  would  enable  them  to  take 
up  this  cause.  Finding  s^afcely  any  one  at 
that  time  who  thought  of  it,  I  Was  turned 
frequenfly  to  n^yself.  *  But  here  many  dif- 
ficulties arose.  It  struck  me,  among  others^ 
that  a  young  man  of  only  twenty-four  yeara 
of  age  could  not  have  that  solid  judgment, 
or  knowledge  of  men,  manners,  and  things, 
which  were  requisite  to  qualify  him  to  un- 
dertake a  task  of  such  magnitude  and  im« 
portance ; — and  with  whom  Was  I  to  unite  ? 
I  believed  also,  that  it  looked  so  much  like 
one  of  the  feigned  labours  of  Hercules,  that 
my  undersanding  would  be  suspected  if  I 
proposed  it*  On  ruminating  however  on 
the  subject,  I  found  one  thing  at  least  prac- 
ticable, and  that  this  also  was  in  my  power. 
I  could  translate  my  Latin  dissertation.  I 
could  enlarge  it  usefully.  I  could  see  how 
the  public  received  it,  or  how  far  they  were 
fikely  to  favour  any  serious  measures,  which 
should  have  a  tendency  to  produce  the  aboli- 
tibn  of  the  Slave-trade.     Upon  this  then  I 

P  2  determined; 
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ilctcrniiucd;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  month 
ot"  November  1785,  I  beg.in  my  work. 

.By  the  middle  of  January,  1  had  finished 
half  of  ic,  though  I  had  made  considerable 
additions,,  I  now  thought  of  engaging  with 
some  bookseller  to  print  it  when  finlshefl. 
For  this  purjjose  I  called  upon  Mv.  Cadell, 
irt  tlie-ia^and,  and  consulted  him  about  it. 
He  said  that  as  the  original  Kssay  had  been 
honoured  by  the  University  of  Cambridge 
with  the  first  prize,  this  circumstance  would 
ensure  it  a  respectable  circulation  among 
,  jx:rsons  of  taetc.  1  own  I  was  not  nuicli 
pleased  with  his  opinion.  I  wished  the 
F-ssay  to  find  its  way  among  useful  peo- 
ple, and  among  such  as  would  think  and 
act  with  me.  Accordingly  I  left  Mr.  Cadell, 
.iftcr  having  thanked  him  for  his  civility, 
and  determined,  as  I  thought  I  had  time 
sufficient  before  dinner,  to  call  upon  a  friend 
.  in  the  city.  In  going  past  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, Mr.  Joseph  Hancock,  one  of  the 
religious  society  of  the  Quakers,  and  with 
whose  family  my  own  had  been  long  imited 
in  friendship,  suddenly  met  mc.  He  first 
accosted  me  by  saying  that  I  was  the  per- 
son, whom  he  was  wishing  to  see.  He  then 
asked 
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asked  me  why  I  had  not  published  my  Prize 
Essay.  I  asked  him  in  return  what  had 
made  him  think  of  that  subject  in  par- 
ticular. He  replied,  that  his  own  Society 
had  long  taken  it  up  as  a  religious  body, 
and  individuals  among  them  were  wishing 
to  find  me  out.  I  asked  him  who.  He 
answered,  James  Phillips,  a  bookseller,  in 
George-yard,  Lombard-street,  and  William 
Dillwyn,  of  Walthamstow,  s^nd  others; 
Having  but  little  time  to  spare,  I  desired 
him  to  introduce  tne  to  one  of  them.  ,  In^  a 
few  minutes  he  took  me  to  James  Phillips^ 
who  was  then  the  only  one  of  them  in  town; 
by  whose  conversation  I  was  so  much  in- 
terested and  encouraged,  that  without  any 
further  hesitation  I  offered  him  the  publica- 
tion Qf  my  work.  This  accidental  intro- 
duction of  me  to  James  Phillips  was,  I  found 
afterwards,  a  most  happy  circumstance  for- 
the  promotion  of  the  cause,  which  I  had 
then  so^  deeply  at  heart,  as  it  led  me  to  the 
knowledge  of  several  of  those,  who  became* 
afterwards  material  coadjutors  in  it.  It  was 
also  of  great  importance  to  me  with  respecc 
to  the  work  itself.  For  he  possessed  an 
acute  penetration,  a  solid  judgment,  and  a 

literary 
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literary  knowledge,  which  he  proved  by  tlio 
many  alterations  and  additions  he  proposed, 
and  which  I  believe  I  uniformly  adopted, 
after  mature  consideration,  from  a  sense  of 
their  real  value.  It  was  advantageous  tome 
also,  inasmuch  as  it  led  me  to  his  friend- 
ship, which  was  never  interrupted  but  by 
his  death. 

On  my  second  visit  to  Jaines  Phillips,  at 
which  time  I  brought  him  about  half  my 
manuscript  for  the  press,  I  desired  him  to 
introduce  me  to  William  Dillwyn,  as  he  also 
had  mentioned  him  to  me  on  my  first  visit, 
and  as  I  had  not  seen  Mr.  Hancock  since. 
Matters  were  accordingly  arranged,  and  a 
day  appointed  before  I  left  him.  On  this 
day  I  had  my  first  interview  with  my  new 
friend.  Two  or  three  others  of  his  own 
religious  society  were  present,  but  who  they 
were  I  do  not  now  recollect.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  great  desire  amoDg  them  to  know 
the  motive  by  which  1  had  been  actuated  in 
contending  for  the  prize.  I  told  them 
frankly,  that  I  had  no  motive  but  that 
mrhich  other  young  men  in  the  University 
had  on  such  occasions;  namely,  the  wish  of 
^ing  distinguished,  or  of  obtaining  literary 
honour  J 
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lionour ;  but  that  I  had  felt  so  deeply  on  the 
subject  of  it,  that  I  had  lately  interested 
myself  in  it  from  a  motive  of  duty.  My 
conduct  teemed  to  be  highly  approved  by 
those  present,  and  mwrh  conversation  en- 
sued, but  it  was  of  a  general  nature. 

As  William  Dillwyn  wished  very  muck 
to  see  me  at  his  house  at  Walthatnstow,  I 
appointed  the  thirteenth  of  March  to  spend 
the  day  with  him  there.  We  taifced  for  the 
most  part,  during  my  stay,  on  the  subject 
of  my  Essay.  I  soon  discovered  the  trea- 
sure I  had  met  with  in  his  loca!  knowledge, 
both  of  the  Slave-trade  and  of  slavery,  as 
they  existed  in  tli€  United  States,  and  I 
gained  from  him  several  facts,  which  with 
his  permission  I  afterwards  inserted  in  my 
work.  But  how  surprised  was  I  to  hear  in 
the  course  of  our  conversation  of  the  la- 
bours of  Granville  Sharp,  of  the  writings  of 
Ramsay,  and  of  the  controversy  in  which 
the  latter  was  engaged,  of  all  which  I  had 
hitherto  known  nothing  !  How  surprised 
was  I  to  learn,  that  William  Dillwyn  him- 
self, had  two  y^ars  before  associated  himself 
with  five  others  for  the  purpose  of  cnlight- 
€fling  the  public  mind  upon  tliis  great  sub- 
2  ject! 
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ject !  How  astonished  was  I  to  find  that 
society  had  been  formed  in  America  for  the 
same  object,  with  some  of  the  principal 
members  of  which  he  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted !  And  how  still  more  astonished 
at  the  inference  which  instantly  rushed  upon 
my  mind,  ^hat  he  was  capable  of  being 
made  the  great  medium  of  connection  be^- 
tween  them  all.  These  thoughts  almost 
overpowered  nic.  I  believe  that  after  this  I 
talked  but  httle  more  to  my  friend.  My 
mind  was  overwhelmed  with  the  thought 
that  I  had  been  providentially  directed  to 
his  house  ;  that  the  finger  of  Providence-  was 
beginning  to  be  discernible;  that  the  day- 
star  of  African  liberty  was  rising,  and  that 
probably  I  might  be  permitted  to  become  a 
humble  instrument  in  promoting  it. 

In  the  course  of  attending  to  my  work, 
as  now  in  the  press,  James  Phillips  intro- 
duced me  also  to  Granville  Sharp,  with 
whom- 1  had  afterwards  many  interesting 
interviews  from  time  to  time,  and  whom  I 
discovered  to  be  a  distant  relation  by  my 
father's  side. 

He  introduced  me  also  by  letter  to  a  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Ramsay,  who  in  a 
short 
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short  time  afterwards  came  to  London  "^to 
see  me. 

He  introduced  me  also  to  his  cousin, 
Richard  Phillips  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  who  was 
at  that  time  on  the  point  of  joining  the  reli- 
gious society  of  the  Quakers.  In  him  l 
found  much  sympathy,  and  a  willingness  to 
cooperate  with  me.  When  dull  and  dis- 
consolate, he  encouraged  me.  When  in 
spirits,  he  stimulated  me  further.  Hina  I 
am  now  to  mention  as  a  new,  but  soon  af- 
terwards as  an  active  and  indefatigable  co- 
adjutor in  the  cause.  But  I  shall  say  more 
concerning  him  in  a  future  chapter.  I  shall 
only  now  add,  that  my  w^ork  was  at  length 
printed ;  that  it  was  entitled,  An  Essay 
on  the  Slavery  and  Commerce  of  the  human 
Species,  particularly  the  African,  translated 
from  a  Latin  Dissertation,  which  was  ho- 
noured with  the  First  Prize  in  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  for  the  Year  1785;  with  Ad- 
ditions ; — and  that  it  was  ushered  into  the 
world  in  the  month  of  June  1786,  or  iu 
about  a  year  after  it  had  been  read  in  the 
Senate-house  in  its  first  form. 


CHAP^ 
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mlinuathn  of  ike  fourlh  daiS  of  forerunners  and 
coadjutors  up  to  1787 — Beiniei  Langlun — Dr, 
Baher — Lord  and  Lady  Scarsdale — Atahor 
visits  Ramsa}/  at  Teston — Lady  Mlddleton  and 
Sir  Charles  (hoiu  Lord  Barhmn) — Author  de- 
cUires  himself  at  the  koHse  of  the  latter  ready 
now  lo  devote  himself  to  ifie  cause —reconsidtrs 
this  declaration  or  pledge— his  reasoning  and 
struggle  ujwn  it — persists  in  it — returns  to  Lon- 
don^and  punuch  iJw  uvrk  as  uow  u  iusiitcts  of 
Ms  life. 


I  HAD  purposed,  as  I  said  before,  when  I 
determined  to  publish  my  Essay,  to  wait  to 
see  how  the  world  would  receive  it,  or  what 
disposition  there  would  be  in  the  public  to 
favour  my  measures  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave-trade.  But  the  conversation,  which 
1  had  held  on  the  thirteenth  of  March  with 
"VVilliam  Dillwyn,  continued  to  make  such 
an  impression  upon  me,  that  I  thought  now 
there  could  be  no  occasion  for  waiting  for 
^Hch  a  purpose.  Ic  seemed  now  only  ne- 
cessary 
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cessary  to  go  forward.  Others  L  found  had 
already  begun  the  work.  I  had  been  thrown 
suddenly  among  these,  as  into  a  new  world 
of  friends.  I  believed  also  that  a  way  was 
opening  under  Providence  for  support.  And 
I  now  thought  that  nothing  remained  £or 
me  but  to  procure  as  many  coadjutors  as  I 
could. 

I  had  long  had  the  honour  of  the  friend* 
ship  of  Mr.  Bennet  Langton,  and  I  deter«- 
mined  to  carry  him  one  of  my  books,  and  to 
interest  his  feelings  in  it,  with  a  view  of 
procuring  his  assistance  in  the  Muse.  Mr. 
Langton  was  a  gent;leman  of  an  ancient  fa^ 
mily,  and  respectable  fortune  in  Lincoln- 
shire, but  resided  then  in  Queen's-square, 
Westminster.  He  was  known  as  the  friend 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  Jonas  Hanway,  Edmund 
Burke,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  others^ 
Among  his  acquaintance  indeed  were  most 
"of  the  literary,  and  eminent  professional, 
and  public-spirited  men  of  the  times.  At 
court  also  he  was  well  known,  and  had  the 
esteem  of  his  present  Majesty,  with  whom  he 
frequently  conversed.  His  friends  were  nu- 
merous also  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 
As  to  himself,  he  was  much  noted  for  hii 
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learning,  but  most  of  all  for  the  great  ex- 
ample lie  gave  with  respect  to  the  usefulacts 
and  integrity'  of  his  life. 

By  introducing  my  work  to  the  sanction 
of  a  friend  of  such  high  character  and  ex- 
tensive connections,  I  thought  I  should  be 
doing  great  things.  And  so  the  event 
proved.  For  when  I  went  to  him  after  he 
had  read  it,  I  found  that  it  had  made  a  deep 
impression  upon  Ins  mind.  As  a  friend  to 
humanity  he  lamented  over  the  miseries 
of  the  oppressed  Africans,  and  over  the 
crimes  of  their  tyrants  as  a  friend  to  mo- 
rality and  religion.  He  cautioned  me,  how- 
ever, against  being  toa  sanguine  in  my  ex- 
pectations, as  so  many  thousands  were  in- 
terested in  continuing  the  trade.  Justice, 
however,  which  he  said  weighed  with  him 
beyond  all  private  or  political  interest,  de- 
manded a  public  inquiry,  and  he  would 
assist  me  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  in  my 
attempts  towards  it.  From  this  time  he  be- 
came a  zealous  and  active  coadjutor  in  the 
cause,  and  continued  so  to  the  end  of  his 
valuable  life. 

llie  next  person,  to  whom  I  gave  my 

work   with   a  like  view,  was  Dr.  Baker,  a 

clergyman 
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clergyman  of  the  Establishment,  and  with 
whom  I  had  been  in  habits  of  intimacy  for 
some  time.     Dr.  Baker  was  a  learned  and 
pious  man.     He  had  performed  the  dutiesr 
of  his  profession  from  the  time  of  his  ini^ 
tiatiQU  ii\to  the   church  in  an=  exemplary 
manner,  not  only  by  paying  a  proper  atten*' 
tion  to  the  customary  services,  but  by  the 
frequent  visitation  of  the  sick  and  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  poor.     This  he  had  don^  too  to 
admiration  ia  a  part;icu!larly  extensive  parish* 
At  the  time  I  knew  hlvh  he  had  May-£ur 
chapel,  of  which  an  unusual  portion  of  the 
congregation  consisted  then  of  persons  of 
rank  and  fortune.     With  most  of  these  he 
had  a  personal  acquaintance*     This  was  of 
great  importance  to  me  in  the  promotion  of 
my  views.     Having  left  him  my  book  for 
a  month,  I  called  upon  him.     The  result 
was  that  which  I  expected  from  so  good  a 
man.     He  did  not  wait  for  me  to  ask  him 
for  his  cooperation,  but  he  offered  his  ser- 
vices in  any  way  which  I  might  think  most 
eligible;  feeling  it  his  duty,  as  he  expressed  it, 
to  become  an  instrument  in  exposing  such 
a  complication  of  guilt  and  misery  to  the 
world.     Dr.   Baker  became  from  this  time 

an 
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an  active  coadjutor  also,  and  continued  so 
to  his  death. 

The  person,  to  whom  I  sent  my  work 
next,  was  the  late  lord  Scarsdale,  wliose  fa- 
mily 1  had  known  for  about  two  years. 
Both  he  and  his  lady  read  it  with  attention^ 
They  informed  me,  after  the  perusal  of  it, 
that  both  of  them  were  desirous  of  assisting 
me  in  promoting  the  cause  of  the  poor  Afri- 
gans.  Lady  Scarsdale  lamented  that  she 
might  possibly  offend  near  and  dear  con- 
nections, who  had  interests  in  the  West 
Indies,  by  so  doing ;  but  that  conscious  of 
no  intention  to  offend  these,  and  consider- 
ing the  duties  of  religion  to  be  the  first  to  be 
attended  to,  she  should  be  pleased  to  be- 
dome  useful  in  so  good  a  cause.  Lord  Scars- 
dale also  assured  me,  that,  if  the  subject 
should  ever  come  before  the  house  of  lords, 
it  should  have  his  constant  support. 

"While  attempting  to  make  friends  in  this 
manner,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ram- 
say, with  an  invitation  to  spend  a  month  at 
his  house  at  Teston,  near  Maidstone  in  Kent. 
This  I  accepted,  that  I  might  communicate 
to  him  the  progress  I  had  made,  that  I  mighe 
gain  mote  knowledge  from  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, 
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y&cx,^  and  that  I  might  acquire  new  strength 
and  encourgement  to  proceed.  On  hearing 
my  account  of  my  proceedings,  which  I 
detailed  to  him  on  the  first  evening  of  otur 
meeting,  he  seemed  ahnost  overpowered 
with  joy.  He  said  he  had  been  long  of 
opinion,  that  the  release  of  the  Africans  from 
the  scourges  of  this  cruel  trade,  was  within 
the  determined  views  of  Providence,  and 
that  by  turning  the  public  attention  to  their 
misery,  we  should  be  the  instruments  of 
beginning  the  good  work.  He  then  in- 
formed me  how  long  be  himself  had  had 
their  cause  at  heart;  that,  communicating: 
his  feelings  to  sir  Charles  Middleton  (now 
lord  Barham)  and  his  lady,  the  latter  had 
urged  bim  to  undertake  a  work  in  their  be**' 
half  J  that  her  importunities  were  great  re- 
specting it  \  and  tl:kat  he  had  on  this  account^ 
and  in  obedience  also  to  his  own  feelings^ 
as  has  been  before  mentioned,  begim  it> 
but  that,  foreseeing  the  censure  and  abuse,, 
which  such  a  subject,  treated  in  any  possiji-^ 
ble  mapner,  must  bring  upon  the  author^ 
he  had  laid  it  aside  for  some  time.  He  hady 
however,  resumed  it  at  the  solicitation  of 
Dr.  Porteus,  then  bishop  of  Chester,  after 

which, 
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which,  in  die  year  1784,  ic  made  its  appear- 
ance in  the  worUl. 

I  was  delighted  with  this  account  on  the 
first  evening  of  my  arrival  ;  but  more  par- 
ticularly as  1  collected  from  it,  that  I  might 
expect  in  the  bishop  of  Chester  and  sir 
Charjes  Middleton,  two  new  friends  to  tlie 
cause.  This  expectation  was  afterwards 
fully  realized,  as  the  reader  will  see  in  its 
pVopcr  place.  But  I  was  still  more  delight- 
ed, when  1  was  informed  iliat  sir  Charles 
and  lady  Middleton,  with  Mrs  Bouverie, 
lived  at  Teston-hiiH,  in  a  park,  which  was 
but  a  few  yards  from  the  house  in  which  1 
then  was.  In  the  morning  I  desired  an  in- 
troduction to  them,  which  accordingly  took 
place,  and  I  found  myself  much  encouraged 
and 'supported  by  this  visit. 

It  is  not  necessary,  nor  indeed  is  there 
room,  to  detail  my  employments  in  this 
village,  or  the  lonely  walks  I  took  there,  or 
the  meditations  of  my  mind  at  such  seasons. 
I  will  therefore  come  at  once  to  a  particular 
occurrence.  When  at  dinner  one  day  with 
the  family  at  Teston-hall,  I  was  much 
pleased  with  the  turn  which  the  conversa- 
tion had  taken  on  the  subject,  and  in  the 

joy 
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joy  of  my  heart,  I  exclaimed  that,  ^  I  was. 
ready  to  devote  myself  to  the  cause."  This 
brought  great  commendation  from  thosd 
present ;  and  Sir  Charles  Middleton  added^ 
that  if  I  wanted  any  information  in  the  course 
of  my  future  inquiries  relative  to  Africa^ 
which  he  could  procure  me  as  comptroller  of 
the  navy,  such  as  extracts  from  the  journals 
of  the  ships  of  war  to  that  continent,  or 
from  other  papers,  I  should  have  free  access 
to  his  office.  This  offer  I  received  with 
thapkfulness,  and  it  operated  as  a  new  en- 
couragement to  me  to  proceed. 

The  next  morning,  when  I  a;\¥oke,  one  of 
the  first  things  that  struck  me  was,  that  I 
had  given  a  pledge  to  the  company  the  day 
before,  that  I  would  devote  myself  to  th^ 
cause  of  the  oppressed  Africans.  I  became 
a  little  uneasy  at  this.  I  questioned  whe- 
ther I  had  considered  matters,  sufficiently  to 
be  able  to  go  so  far  with  propriety.  I  de- 
termined therefore  to  give  the  subject  a  full 
consideration,,  and  accordingly  I  walked  to 
the  place  of  my  usual  meditations,  the 
woods. 

Having  now  reached  a  place  of  solitude, 
I  began  to  balance  every  thing  on  both  sides 

.    VOL.  u  Q  of 
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[of  the  question.  I  considered  first,  thai  I  had 
f  fioc  yet  obtained  information  sufBcient  on 
,  the  subject,  to  qualify  me  fur  the  untk-rtaking 
'  of  such  a  work.  But  I  rellecttxi,  on  the  other 
hand,  th;it  Sir  Charles  Middleton   h;id  just 
opened  to  inc  a  new  source  of  knowledge  ; 
that   I  sliould  be  backed  by  tlie  local  in- 
formation of  Diilwyn  and  Ramsnv,  and  that 
surely,    by   caking   p:iiiis,  1   could   acquire 
more. 

'  I  then  consideretJ,  that  1  had  not  yet  a 
sufficient  number  of  friends  to  support  me. 
This  occasioned  me  to  review  them,  J  had 
now  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  who  was  in  the 
House  of  C'ominons.  I  was  sure  of  Dr.  Por- 
teus,  who  was  in  the  House  of  Lords.  I 
could  count  upon  Ix>rd  Scarsdale,  who  was 
a  peer  also.  I  had  secured  Mr.  Langton» 
who  had  a  most  extensive  acquaintance  with 
members  of  both  houses  of  the  legislature. 
i  had  also  secured  Dr.  Baker,  who  had  si- 
milar connections.  I  could  depemi  upon 
Granville  Sharp,  James  Phillips,  Richard 
Phillips,  Ramsay,  l>tllwyni  and  the  little 
committee  to  which  he  belonged,  as  well  as 
the  whole  society  of  the  Quakers.  I  thought 
therefore  upon  the  whola,  that,  coasiderifig 
4  the 
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the  short  time  I  had  I;>ecii  at  work,  I  waa 
well  off  with  respect  to  support.  1  believed 
also  that  there  were  still  several  of  my  owa 
acquaintance,  whom  I  could  interest  in  the 
questioi^  and  I  did  not  doubt  that,  by  ex« 
ertiAg  myself  diligently,  persons,  who  were 
tlien  strangers  to  me,  would  be  raised  up  in 
time.  I 

I  considered  next,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  a  great  cause  like  this  to  be  forwarded 
without  large  pecuniary  funds.  I  questioned 
whether  some  thousand  pounds  would  not  be 
necessary,  and  from  whence  was  such  a  sum 
to  come  ?  In  answer  to  this,  I  persuaded  my- 
self that  generous  people  would  be  found, 
who  would  unite  with  me  in  contributing 
their  mite  towards  the  undertaking,  and  I 
seemed  confident  that,  as  the  Quakers  had 
taken  up  the  cause  as  a  religious  body, 
they  would  not  be  behind-hand  in  support* 
ing  it. 

I  considered  lastly,  that,  if  I  took  up  the 
question,  I  must  devote  myself  wholly  to 
it.  I  was  sensible  that  a  little  labour  now 
and  then  would  be  inadequate  to  the  pur^ 
pose,  or  that,  where  the  interests  of  so 
many  thousand  persons  were  likely  to  be 

Q  2  affected, 
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affected,  constant  exertion  would  be  necc^ 
Sary.  I  felt  certain  that,  if  ever  the  matter 
I  *ere  to  he  taken  up,  thei'e  could  be  no  hope 
f  of  succeas,  except  it  Ghoiild  be  taken  up  by 
some  one,  who  would  make  it  an  object  or 
business  of  hiK  lifu'.  1  thought  too  that  a 
man's  life  might  not  be  more  than  adequate 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  end.  But  I 
knew  of  no  one  who  could  devote  such  a 
portion  of  time  to  it.  Sir  Charles  Middle- 
ton,  though  he  was  so  warm  and  zealous^ 
Was  greatly  occupied  in  the  discharge  of  his 
office.  Mr.  Langton  spent  a  great  portion 
of  his  time  in  the  education  of  his  children. 
Dr.  Baker  had  a  great  deal  co  do  in  the  per- 
formance Gf  his  parochial  duty.  The  Qua- 
kers were  almost  all  of  them  in  trade.  I 
^outd  took  therefore  to  no  person  but  my- 
self; and  the  question  was,  whether  I  was 
prepared  to  make  the  sacrifice.  In  favour 
of  the  undertaking  I  urged  to  myself,  that 
never  was  any  cause,  which  had  been  taken 
up  by  man  in  any  country  or  in  ahy  age,  so 
great  and  important ;  that  never  was  there 
one  in  which  so  much  misery' was  beaitl  to 
cry  for  redress ;  that  never  was  there  ofte, 
in' which  so  much  good  cotild  berdotie*; 
-    "  4i  w  never 
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never  on«,  in  .which  the  duty  of.  Christian 
charity  could  be  so  extensively  exercised^ 
never  one,  more  worthy  of  the  devoticm  of<a 
whole  Hfe  towards  it ;  and  that,  *  if  a  man 
thought  properly,  he  ojught. to  rejoice  to  have 
been  called  into  existence,  if  he  were  only  pei(- 
mitted  to  become  an  instrument  in  forwards 
ing  it  in  any  part  of  its  progress.  Against 
these  sentiments  on  the  other  hafid  I  had  tb 
urge,  that  I  had  been  designed  for  the 
church;  that  I  had' already  advanced  aslfar 
as  deacon's  ordecs  in  it ;  that  mj  pix>speGtf 
there  on  account  of  my  connectiona  were 
then  brilliant :  that,  by  appearing  to  deseifc 
my  profession,  my  £unily  would  be  .  dissa*- 
tisfied,  if  not  unhappy.  These  thoughts 
pressed  upon  me,  and  rendered  the  conflict 
difficult.  But  the  sacrifice  of  my  prospects 
staggered  me,  I  own,  the  most.  When  the 
other  objections,  which  I  have  related,  oc« 
curred  to  me,  my  enthusiasm  instantly,  like 
a  flash  of  lightning,  consumed  them  :  but 
this  stuck  to  me,  and  troubled  me.  I  had 
ambition.  I  had  a  thirst  after  worldly  in- 
terest and  honours,  and  I  could  not  extinp 
guish  it  at  once.  I  was  more  than  two  hours 
in  solitude  imder  this  painful  conflict.  At 
.      T  length 
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length  I  yitkled,  not  because  I  saw  any  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  success  in  my  new 
undertating  (for  all  cool-headed  and  cooU 
hearted  men  would  have  pronounced  against 
it),  but  in  obedience,  I  believe,  to  a  higher 
Power.  And  this  I  can  say,  that  both  on 
the  moment  of  this  resolution,  and  for  some 
time  afterwards  I  had  more  sublime  and 
happy  feelings  than  at  any  farmer  period 
of  my  life. 

Having  now  made  up  my  mind   on  the 

subject,  I   informed   Mr.  Ramsay,    thai  in 

a  few  days  I  should  be  leaving  Teston,  that 

.  i. might  begin  my  labours,  according  to  the 

pledge  I  liad  given  him. 


Z-l!:<r'.  •■■  1  ■■    ■!:,;,■;     ;:  i-r'v  I    .■..■':'■     ■    . i. ',.;;• 
t/.  ^  >^.iilu-.    ij/l.I.-.-J  i.nij  11>:  .::,      i'. (;;■.■.;.■    Xn 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


'       f 


Conlinuatiou  of  the  fourth  classi  qf forerunners  an4 
coadjutors  tip  to  1787 — jiuihor  resolves  upon 
the  (lUtritulion  of  his  Book — Mr.  Sheldon — Sir 
Herbert  Machivortk — Lord  Ni*whaven — Ijbrd 
Bdlgonie  (now  Levert)—Lord  Hawke — Jtlishop 
Port  ens — Author  visits  African  vessels  in  thi 

m 

Thames — and' various  persons- for  further   irt* 

formation — Visits  also  Membeh  0/  ParlioMuni 

^   — Sir  Richard  Hill^Mr.   Poxvys   {late  Zar4 

Lilford)  Mn  IVilterforce  and  othsr^^QmduU 

of  tlve  loiter  on  t/iis  occasior^  ^-        '•■■•.)' 

On  my  return  to  London,  I  called  upou 
William  Dillwyn,  to  inform  him  of  the  re^ 
solution  I  had  made  at  Teston,  and  foimd 
him  at  his  town  lodgings  in  the  Povdtry^  I 
informed  him  also,  that  I  had  a  letter  of  in? 
troduction  in  my  pocket  from  Sir  Charley 
Middleton  to  Samuel  Hoare,  with  wh9m  I 
was  to  converse  on  the  subject  -  Thq  lat;ter 
gentleman  had  interested  hioiiself  the  -jeaf 
before  as  one  of  the  commictiEse  for  the  BJI^^ 
poor  in  London,  whom  Nf  r.  Sharp  was  sexx^ 
ing  luider  the  auspices  of  .gpy^rnment  to 

Sierra 
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I  Sierra  Leone,  He  was  also,  as  the  reader 
;inay  see  by  lo'oking  back,  a  member  of  the 
Becond  class  of  coadjutors,  or  of  the  little 
committee  which  had  branched  out  of  the 
Quakers  in  England  as  before  described. 
William  Dillwyn  said  he  would  go  with  me 
lind  introdnce  me  himself.  On  our  arrival 
|n  I-om bard-street,  I  saw  my  new  friend, 
with  whom  we  conversed  for  some  time. 
From  thence  I  proceeded,  accompanied  by 
both,  to  the  house  of  James  Phillips  in 
George-yard,  to  whom  I  was  desirous  of 
communicating  ray  resolution  also.  We 
found  him  at  home,  conversing  with  a 
friend  of  the  same  religious  society,  whose 
Ukxne  was  Joseph  Gurney  Bevan.  I  then 
rtpeated  my  resolution  before  them  all.  We 
na<f  ihuch:  friendly  and  satisfactory  conver- 
iatioti  together!  I  reerived  much  encourage- 
trierit  oti  every  side,  and  I  fixed  to  meet 
th^  again  at  the  place  iwhere  we  the*  were 
in'Atee  days'; 

'^'On  idie  evening  of  tKe  same  day  I  waited 
fipiciQ^GraiiViHle' Sharp  to  make  the  same 
edtifnuriicatio'h'to  him.  ,He  received  it  with 
^i«at  pfeasutfr.'and  hd'hoped  I  should  have 
itfarength'  to'in'^eed.     From  thence  I  went  txi 
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the  Baptist-liead  cofieeJiouse,  in  Chancerf* 
lane,  and  having  engaged  with  the  maBter 
<sf  the  house,  that  I  should  always  have  one 
private  room  to  myself  when  I  wanted  k^ 
I  took  up  my  abode  there,  in  order  to  1m$ 
near  my  friend  Richard  Phillips  of  Lincoh\% 
Inn,  from  whose  advice  and  assistance  I  had 
formed  considerable  expectations.    . 

The  first  matter  for  our  deliberatixxn,  after 
we  liad  thus  become  neighbours^  was^  what 
plan  I  ought  to  pursue  to  give  effect  to  the 
resolution  I  had  taken.    . 

After  having  discussed  the  matter  two' of 
three  times  at  his  chambers,  it  seemed  to  be 
our  opinion.  That,  as  members  of  the  legas- 
kcure  could  do  more  to  the  purpose  in  this 
question  than  any  other  persons,  it  would 
be  proper  to  x:irculate  all  the  remaining  co* 
pies  of  my  work  among  these,  in  order  that 
they  might  thus  obtain  information  upon 
the  siibject.  Secondly,  That  it  would  be 
proper  that  I  should  wait  personally  upon 
several  of  these  also.  And  thirdly.  That  I 
should  be  endeavouring  in  the  interim  to 
enlarge  my  own  knowledge,  that  I  might 
thus  be  enabled  to  answer  the  various,  ob* 
jections^  which  might  be  advanced  on  the 

other 
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Other  sUk  of  the  question,  as  well  as  becomo 
qualiried  to  be  a  manager  of  the  cause. 

On  the  third  day,  or  ac  the  time  appoinc- 
ed,  I  went  with  Richard  Phillips  to  Oeorg©* 
yard,  Lombard-street,  where  I  met  all  my 
iViends  as  before.  I  communicated  to  them 
the  opinion  we  had  formed  at  Lincoln's  Inn, 
relativeto  my  future  proceedings  in  the  three 
different  branches  as  now  detailed.  They 
approved  the  plan,  On  desiring  a  number 
of  my  books  to  be  sent  to  me  at  my  new 
lodj^ings  for  the  purpose  of  distribution, 
Joseph  Gurney  Reran,  who  was  stated  to 
have  been  present  at  the  former  interview, 
seemed  uneasy,  and  at  length  asked  me  if  I 
was  going  to.  distribute  these  at  my  ownex- 
pcose.  I  replied,  I  was.  He  appealed  im- 
mediately to  those  present  whether  it  ought 
to  be  allowed.  He  asked  whether,  when  a 
young  man  was  giving  up  his,  time  from 
morning .  till  night,  they,  who  applauded 
his  pursuit  and  seemed  desirous  of  coope.- 
ratuig  with  him»  should  allow  him  to  make 
Mch  a  sacrifice,  or  whether  they  should  not 
at  least  secure  hithfrom  loss,;  andi  he  pro-  * 
posed  directly  that  the  remaining  part  of  the 
^tion  shouid.be  u^enoff  by  subscription, 

and, 
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and,  in  order  that  my  feelings  might  not  be 
hurt  from  any  supposed  stain  arising  from 
the  thought  of  gaining  any  thing  by  3uch  a 
proposal,  they  should  be  paid  for  only  at 
the  prime  cost.  I  felt  myself  much  obliged 
to  him  for  this  tender  consideration  about 
me,  and  particularly  for  the  latter  part  o£ 
it,  under  which  alone  I  accepted  the  offer. 
Samuel  Hoare  was  charged  with  the  ma;^ 
nagement  of  the  subscription,  and  the  books 
were  to  be  distributed  as  I  had  proposed, 
and  in  any  way  which  I  myself  might  pre*^ 
Bcribe. 

This  tnatter  having  been  determined  upon, 
my  first  care  was  that  the  books  should  be 
put  into  proper  hands.  Accordingly  I  went 
round  among  my  friends  from  day  to 
<iay,  wisliing  to  secure  tliis  before  I  attended 
to  any  of  the  other  objects.  In  this  I  was 
much  assisted  by  my  friend  Richard  Phil- 
lips. Mr«  Langton  began  the  distribution 
of  them.  He  made  a  point  either  of  writing 
to  or  of  calling  upon  those,  to  whom  he  seat 
them.  Dr.  Baker  took  the  charge  of  several 
for  the  same  purpose.  Lord  and  Lady 
Scarsdale  of  others.  Sir  Charles  and  Lady 
Middleton  of  others.     Mr.  Sheldon,  at  the 

request 
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request  of  Richard  Phiiiips,  introduced  me 
by  letter  to  several  uiembtTs  of  parliament, 
to  whom  I  wiehed  to  deliver  thtm  myselE 
Sir  Herbert  Mackworth,whea. spoken  to  by 
the  latter,  offered  his  services  also.  He 
seemed  to  be  particularly  interested  in  the 
rausf.  He  went  about  to  many  of  his  friends 
tn  the  House  of  Commons,  and  diis  from 
day  to  d-.iy,  to  procure  their  favour  towardfe 
it.  Lord  Newhaven  was  applied  to,  and  disr 
tribiited  some.  Lord  IJalgonic  (now  Levea) 
took  2  similar  charge.  l*he  late  Lord 
Hawfce,  who  told  me  that  he  had  long  felt 
for  the  sufferings  of  the  injured  Africans, 
desired  to  be  permitted  to  take  his  share  of 
■  xiie  distributian  among!  .members  of  th« 
Hovt6CofLords^.andDr.  PorteuG,  now  bishop 
of' London,  became' another  coadjutor  in  the 
came  work.  ■ 

-I'TliU"  distribution  of  my  books  having 
been  consigned  JtQipcoper  hands,  I  began  to 
qaaFify  myseif^  by  obtainin^further^ know- 
ledge, for  tbe  nsMiogement  of'  ■  this  great 
cause.  As  I  had  obtained  th^.principal{)a^ 
,  of  it  fiam  readihg,  I'thpughtlr  ought  now 
to  see!  'what  could  be  seeil,  and  to  know 
frbfo.  living  persons,  what  CDuId  be  known. 

Oil 
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on  the  subject.  With  respect  to  \the  first 
of  these  points,  the  river  Thames  presented 
itself  as  at  hand.  Ships  were  gc^Ag  occa* 
sionally  from  the  port  of  London  to  Africa, 
aild  why  could  I  not  get  on  board  them  and 
examine  for  myself?  After  diligent  in<}uiry, 
I  heard  of  one  which  had  just  arrived,  I 
found  her  to  be  a  little  wood-vessel,  called 
the  Lively,  captain  Williamson,  or  one 
which  traded  to  Africa  in  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  the  country,  such  as  ivory,  boes-* 
wax,  Malaguetta  pepper,  palra^il,  and  dye-  * 
woods.  I  obtained  specimens  of  some  of 
these,  so  that  I  now  became  possessed  of 
some  of  those  things  of  which  I  had  only 
read  before.  jOn  conversing  .vitii  the  mate, 
he  showed  me  one  or  two  pieces  of  the  cloth 
made  by  the  natives,  and  from  their  owa 
cotton.  I  prevailed  upon  him  to  sell  me  a 
piece  of  each.  Here  new  feelings  arose, 
and  particularly  when  I  considered  that  per- 
sons  of  so  much  apparent  ingenuity,  and 
capable  of  such  beautiful  work  as  the  Afri- 
cans, should  be  made  slaves,  and  reduced 
to  a  level  with  the  brace  creation.  My  re- 
flections here  on  the  better  use  which  might, 
be  made  of  Africa  i^y  the  substitution  of 

another 


238  Tlii:  niFTORY  of  the 

another  trade,  and  on  the  better  use  which 
might  be  made  of  her  inhabirsints,  served 
greatly  to  animate,  and  to  sustain  me  amidst 
the  labour  of  my  jiursuits. 

The  next  vessel  I  boarded  was  the  Fly, 
captain  Collcy : — Here  1  found  myself  for 
tlie  first  time  on  the  deck,  of  a  slave- vessel. — 
The  sight  of  the  rooms  below  and  of  ths  grat- 
ings above,  and  of  the  barricado  across  the 
deck,  and  the  explanation  of  the  uses  of  all 
these,  filled  me  both  with  melancholy  and 
hoiTor.  I  found  soon  afterwards  a  fire  of 
indignation  kindling  within  me.  I  had  now 
scarce  patience  to  talk  with  those  on  board. 
1  h;«!  not  the  coolness  this  first  time  to  go 
leisurely  over  die  places  that  were  open  to 
me* — I  got  away  quickly. — But  that  which 
I  thought  I  saw  horrible  in  this  vessel  had 
the  same  effect  upon  me  as  that  which  I 
thought  1  had  seen  agreeable  in  the  other, 
namely,  to  animate  and  to  invigorate  me  in 
my  pursuit. 

But  I  will  not  trouble  the  reader  with  any 
further  account  of  my  water-expeditions, 
■while  attempting  to  perfect  my  knowledge 
on  this  subject.  I  was  equally  assiduous  in 
obtaining  intelligence  wherever  it  could  be 
had; 
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had ;  and  being  now  always  on  the  watch,  I 
was  frequently  falling  in  with  individuals, 
from  whom  I  gained  something.     My  ob« 
ject  was  to  see  all  who  been  in  Africa,  but 
more  particularly  those  who  had  never  been 
interested,  or  who  at  any  rate  were  not  then 
interested,   in  the  trade.     I  gained  accord-^ 
ingly  access  very  early  to  General  Rooke;  to 
Lieutenant  Dalrymple,  of  the  army ; '  to  Cap« 
tain  Fiddes,  of  the  engineers ;  to  the  reve- 
rend Mr.  Newton;  to  Mr.  Nisbectya  surgeon 
iji  the  Minories ;  to  Mr.  Devaynes,  who  was 
then  in  parliament,   and  to   many  others ; 
and  I  made  it  a  rule  to  put  down  in  writing, 
after  every  conversation,   what  had  taken 
place  in  the  course  of  it.     By  these  means 
things   began   to  unfold  themselves   tome 
more  and  more,  and  I  fouiid  my  stock  of 
knowledge  almost  daily  on  the  increase. 

While,  however,  I  was  forwarding  this, 
I  was  not  inattentive  to  the  other  objects  of 
my  pursuit,  which  was  that  of  waiting  upon 
members  pervsonally.  The  first  I  called  upon 
was  Sir  Richard  Hill. — At  the  first  inter- 
view he  espoused  the  cause.  I  waited  then 
upon  others,  and  they  professed  themselves 
friendly  5  but  they  seemed  to  make  this  pro-^ 

fession 
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fession  more  from  the  emotion  of  good 
hearts,  revolting  at  the  bare  mention  of  the 
Slave-trade,  than  from  any  knowledge  con- 
cerning It.  One,  however,  whom  I  visited, 
Mr.  Powys  (the  late  Lord  Lilford),  with 
whom  I  had  been  before  acquainted  in 
Northamptonshire,  seemed  to  doubt  some  of 
the  facts  in  my  book,  from  a  bcUef  tliat  hu- 
man nature  was  not  capable  of  proceeding 
to  such  a  pitch  of  wickedness.  1  asked  hiin, 
to  name  his  facts.  He  selected  the  case  of 
the  hundrcd-and-tliirty-two  slaves  who  were 
thrown  alive  into  the  sea  to  defraud  the 
underwriters.  I  promised  to  satisfy  him 
fully  upon  this  point,  and  went  immediately 
to  Granville  Sharp,  who  lent  me  his  account 
of  xhe  trial,  as  reported  at  large  &om  the 
notes  of  the  short-hand  wcker,  whom  he 
had  employed  on  the  occasion.  Mr.  Powys 
read  the  account. — He  became,  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  convinced,  as,  indeed,  he  could 
EOt  otherwise  be,  of  the  truth  of  what  I 
had  asserted,  and  he  declared  at  the  same 
time  that,  if  this  were  true,  there  was  no- 
thing so  horrible  related  of  this  trade,  which 
might  not  immediately  he  believed.  Mr* 
Powys-  had  been  always  friendly  to  this  ques- 
tion. 
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tion,  but  now>  he  took  a  part  in  the  distri- 
bution of  my  books. 

Among  those,  whom  I  visited,  was  Mn 
Wilberforce.     On  my  first  interview  with 
him,  he  stated  frankly,  that  the  subject  had 
often  employed  his  thoughts,  and  that  it  was 
near  his  heart.     He  seemed  earnest  about  it, 
and  also  very  desirous  of  taking  the  trouble 
of  inquiring  ftirdier  into  it.     Having  read 
my  book,  which  I  had  delivered  to  him  in 
person,  he  sent  for  me.    He  expressed  a  wish 
that   I  would  make  him  acquainted   with 
some  of  my  authorities  for  the  assertions  in 
it,  which  I  did  afterwards  to  his  satisfaction. 
He  asked  me  if  I  could  support  it  by  any 
other  evidence.     I  told  him  I  could.— -I  men- 
tioned  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Nisbett,  and  several 
others   to  him.      He  took    the    trouble  of 
sending  for  all  these.     He  made  memoran- 
dums of  their  conversation,  and,  sending  for 
me  afterwards,  showed  them  to  me:      On 
^  learning  my  intention  to  devote  myself  to 
the  cause,  he  paid  me  many  handsome  com- 
pliments.    He  then  desired  me  to  call  upon 
him  often,  and  to  acquaint  him   with   my 
progress  from  time  to  time.     He  expressed 
also  his  willingness  to  afford  me  any  assist- 
VOL.  I.  R  ance 
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.  ance  in  his  power  in  the  prosecution  of  my 
pursuits. 

The  carrying  on  of  these  different  objects, 
together  with  the  writing  which  was  con- 
nected with  them,  proved  very  laborious, 
and  occupied  ahnost  all  my  time.  I  was 
seldom  engaged  less  than  sixteen  hours  in 
the  day.  When  I  left  Teston  to  begin  the 
pursuit  as  an  object  of  my  life,  I  promised 
my  friend  Mr.  Ramsay  a  weekly  account 
of  my  progress.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
week  my  letter  to  him  contained  little  more 
than  a  sheet  of  paper.  At  the  end  of  the 
second  it  contained  three  j  at  the  end  of  the 
third  six;  and  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  1  found 
it  would  be  so  voluminous,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  decline  writing  it. 
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CHAPTER   X- 

Continuation  of  the  fourth  class  of  forerunners  and 

coadjutors  up  to  11^1^^ Author  goes  oti  to  en* 

large  his-  knowledge  in  the  different  departments 

of  the  subject — communicates  more  frequently 

with  Mr.  JVilberforce — Meetings  now  appointed 

at  the  house  oftlie  latter — Dinner  at  Mr.  Laiig^ 

tens — Mr.  jyilberforcc pledges  himself  tliere  to 

take  up  the  subject  in  harliamejit — Remarkable 

junctiojiy  in  consequence^  of  all  the  four  class&s 

*  of  forerunners  and  coadjutors  before  mentioned-^ — 

Committee  formed  out  of  these  on  the  22rf  of 

May,  1787  y  for  the  abolition,  of  the  Slave-trade. 

1  HE  manner  in  which  Mr.  Wilberforce 
had  received  me,  and  the  pains  which 
he  had  ^akcn,  and  was  still  taking,  to  sa- 
tisfy himself  of  the  truth  of  those  enor- 
mities which  had  been  charged  upon  the 
Slave-trade,  tended  much  to  enlarge  my 
hope,  that  they  might  become  at  length 
the  subject  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry. 
Richard  Phillips  also,  to  whom  I  made 
a  report  at  his  chambers  almost  every  even- 
ing of  the  proceedings  of  the  day,  had 
begun  to  entertain  a  similar  expectation.. 
Of  course,  we  unfolded  pur  thoughts  to  onei 

R  2  another. 
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another.     From    hence  a  desire    naturally 
sprung  up  In  each  of  us  to  inquire,  whether 

I  any  aUcration  in  consequence  of  this  new 
prospect  should  be  made  in  my  pursuits. 
On  deliberating  upon  this  point,  it  seemed 
proper  to  both  of  us,  that  the  distribution  of 
the  books  should  be  continued ;  that  I  should 
%till  proceed  in  enlarging  my  own  know- 
ledge ;  and  that  I  should  still  wait  upon 
toembers  of  the  legislature,  but  with  this 
diflerencc,  that  I  should  never  lose  sight  of 
Mr.  Wilberforcc,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  I  should  rather  omit  visiting  some 
t^wrs,  thaa  paying  a  proper  attention  to 

One  thing  however  appeared  now  to  be 
jiecessary,  which  had  not  yet  been  done. 
This  was  to  inform  our  friends  in  the  city, 
upon  whom  I  had  all  along  occasionally 
called,  that  we  believed  the  time  was  ap- 
proaching, when  it  would  be  desirable  that 
we  should  unite  our  labours,  if  they  saw 
no  objection  to  such  a  measure  ;  for,  if  the 
Slave-trade  were  to  become  a  subject  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry  with  a  view  to  the  anni- 
hilation of  it,  no  individual  could  perform 
the  w^rk  which  would  be  necessary  for  such 
a  pur- 
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a  purpose.  This  work  must  be  a  work  of 
many ;  and  wha  so  proper  to  assist  in  it  as 
they,  who  had  before  so  honourably  la- 
boured in  it  ?  In  the  case  of  such  an  event 
large  funds  also  would  be  wanted,  and  who 
8o  proper  to  procure  and  manage  them  as 
these  ?  A  meeting  was  accordingly  called  at 
the  house  of  James  Phillips,  when  these  our 
views  were  laid  open.  When  I  stated  that 
from  the  very  time  of  my  hopes  begifining 
to  rise  I  had  always  had  those  present  in  my 
eye  as  one  day  to  be  fellow-labourers,  Wil- 
liam Dillwyn  replied,  that  from  the  time  they 
had  first  heard  of  the  Prize  Essay,  they  also 
had  had  their  eyes  upon  me,  and,  from  the 
time  they  had  first  seen  me,  had  conceived  a 
desire  of  making  the  same  use  of  me  as  I  had 
now  expressed  a  wish  of  making  of  them, 
but  that  matters  did  not  appear  ripe  at  our 
first  interview.  Our  proposal,  however, 
was  approved,  and  an  assurance  was  given, 
that  an  union  should  take  place,  as  soon  as 
it  was  judged  to  be  seasonable.  It  was 
resolved  also,  that  one  day  in  the  week* 

♦  At  these  weekly  meetings  I  met  occasionally  Joseph 
Woods,  George  Harrison,  and  John  Lloyd,  three  of  the 
other  members^  who  belonged  to  the  committee  of  the 

second 
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■hould  be  appointed  for  a  meeting  at  the 
house  of  James  Phillips,  where  as  many 
might  attend  as  had  leisure,  and  that  I 
should  be  there  to  make  a  report  of  my  pro- 
gress, by  which  we  might  all  judge  of  the 
fitness  of  the  time  of  calling  ourselves  an 
united  body.  Pleased  now  with  the  thought 
that  matters  were  put  into  such  a  train,  I 
returned  to  my  former  objects. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  any  thing  more 
of  the  first  of  these  objects,  which  wns  that 
of  the  further  distribution  of  my  book, 
than  that  it  was  continued,  and  chiefly  by 
the  same  hands. 

With  respect  to  the  enlargement  of  my 
knowledge,  it  was  promoted  likewise.  I 
now  gained  access  to  the  Custom-house  in 
London,  where  I  picked  up  much  valuable 
information  for  my  purpose. 

Having  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Slave-trade  was  peculiarly  fatal  to  those  em- 
ployed in  it,  I  wished  much  to  get  copies 
of  ipany  of  the  muster-rolls  from  the  Cus- 
tom-house at  Liverpool  for  a  given  time. 

■econd  class  of  forerunners  and  coadjutors  as  before  de- 
scribed.  I  had  seen  all  of  ihem  before,  but  I  do  not 
recollect  tbe  time  when  I  tirit  met  tbem. 

James 
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James  Phillips  wrote  to  his  friend  William 
Rathbone,  who  was  one  of  his  own  religions 
society,  and  who  resided  there,  to  procure 
theijn.  They  were  accordingly  sent  up. 
The  examination  of  these,  which  took  place 
at  the  chambers  of  Richard  Phillips,  was 
long  and  tedious.  We  looked  over  them 
together.  We  usually  met  for  this  purpose 
at  nine  in  the  evening,  and  we  seldom  parted 
till  one,  and  sometimes  not  till  three  in  the 
morning.  When  our  eyes  were  inflamed  by 
the  candle,  or  tired  by  fatigue,  we  used  to 
relieve  ourselves  by  walking  out  within  the 
precincts  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  when  all  seemed 
to  be  fast  asleep,  and  thus,  as  it  were,  in  so- 
litude and  in  stillness  to  converse  upon 
them,  as  well  as  upon  the  best  means  of  the 
further  promotion  of  our  cause.  These 
scenes  of  our  early  friendship  and  exertions 
1  shall  never  forget.  I  often  think  of  them 
both  with  astonishment  and  with  pleasure. 
Having  recruited  ourselves  in  this  manner, 
we  used  to  return  to  our  wort  From  these 
muster-rolls  I  may  now  observe,  that  we 
gamed  the  most  important  information. 
We  ascertained  beyond  the  power  of  con- 
tradiction^  that  more  than  half  of  the  sea* 

men, 
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men,  who  went  out  with  the  ships  in  the 
slave-trade,  did  not  return  with  them,  and 
that  of  these  so  many  perished,  as  amounted 
to  one-fifth  of  all  employed.  As  to  what  .be- 
came of  thi;  remainder,  the  muster-rolls  did 
not  inform  xis.  This,  therefore,  was  lett  to 
ns  as  a  subject  for  our  future  inquiry. 

In  endeavouring  to  enlarge  my  know- 
ledge, my  thoughts  were  frequently  turned 
to  the  West  Indian  part  of  the  question,  and 
in  this  department  my  friend  Richard  Phil- 
lips gained  me  important  intelligence.  He 
put  into  my  hands  several  docunlents  con- 
cerning estates  in  the  West  Indies,  which  he 
had  mostly  from  the  proprietors  themselves, 
where  the  slaves  by  mild  and  prudent  usage 
had  so  increased  in  population,  as  to  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  the  Slave-trade. 

By  attending  to  these  and  to  various  other 
parts  of  the  subject,  I  began  to  see  as  it 
were  with  new  eyes  :  I  was  enabled  to  make 
several  necessary  discriminations,  to  recon- 
cile things  before  seemingly  contradictory, 
and  to  answer  many  objections  which  hftd 
hitherto  put  on  a  formidable  shape.  But 
most  of  all  was  I  rejoiced  at  the  thought  that 
I  should  soon  be  able  to  prove  that  wtuch 
4  I  had 


t       1 
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I  had  never  doubted,  but  which  had  hi*- 
therto  been  beyond  my  power  in  this  case, 
that  Providence,  in  ordaining  laws  relative 
to  the  agency  of  man,  had  never  made  that 
tQ-  be  wise  which  was  immoral,  and  that 
the  Slave-trade  would  be  found  as  impolitic 
as  it  was  inhuman  and  unjust. 

In  keeping  up  my  visits  to  members  of 
parliament,  I  was  particularly  attentive  to 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  whom  I  found  daily  be- 
coming more  interested  in  the  fate  of  Africa. 
I  now  made  to  him  a  regular  report  of  my 
progress,  of  the  sentiments  of  those  in  par- 
liament whom  I  had  visited,  of  the  disposi- 
tion  of  my  friends  in  the  City  of  whom  he 
had  often  heard  me  speak,  of  my  disco- 
veries from  the  Custom-houses  of  London 
and  Liverpool,  of  my  documents  concerning 
West  India  estates,  and  of  all,  indeed,  that 
had  occurred  to  me  worth  mentioning.  He 
had  himself  also  been  making  his  inquiries, 
which  he  communicated  to  me  in  retum4 
Our  intercourse  had  now  become  frequent, 
no  one  week  elapsing  without  an  interview. 
At  one  of  these,  I  suggested  to  him  the  pro- 
priety of  having  occasional  meetings  at  hia 
pwn  house,  consisting  of  a  few  friends  in 

par-f 
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parliament,  who  might  converse  on  the 
subject.  Of"  this  he  appro\-ed.  The  per- 
sons present  at  the  first  meeting  were  Mr. 
Wllberforce,  the  Honourable  John  Vilhers, 
Mr.  Powys.  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  Sir 
Richard  Hill,  Mr.  Granville  Sharp,  Mr. 
Ramsay,  Dr.  Gregory,  {who  had  written  oa 
tfie  subject,  as  before  mentioned,)  and  my- 
self. At  this  meeting  I  read  a  paper,  giving 
an  account  of  tlie  light  I  had  collected  in  the 
course  of  my  inquiries,  with  observations  as 
Twell  on  the  impolicy  as  on  the  wickedness  of 
the  trade.  Many  questions  arose  out  of  the 
reading  of  this  little  Essay.  Many  answers 
,  followed.  Objections  were  started  and  can- 
Tassed.  In  short,  this  measure  was  found 
so  useful,  that  certain  other  evenings  as  well 
as  mornings  were  fixed  upon  for  the  same 
purpose. 

On  reporting  my  progress  to  my  friends 
in  the  City,  several  of  whom  now  assembled 
once  in  the  week,  as  I  mentioned  before  to 
have  been  agreed  upon,  and  particularly  on 
reponing  the  di^rent  meetings  which  had 
taken  plade  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
on  the  subject,  they  were  of  opinion  that 
the  time  was  approaching  when  we  might 
8  unite. 
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unite,  and  that  this  union  might  prudently 
commence  as  soon  as  ever  Mn  Wilberforce 
would  give  his  word  that  he  would  take  up 
the  question  in  parliament.  Upon  this  I 
desired  to  observe,  that  though  the  latter 
geiitleman  had  pursued  the  subject  with 
much  earnestness,  he  had  never  yet  dropped 
the  least  hint  that  he  would  proceed  so  far 
in  the  matter,  but  I  would  take  care  that 
the  question  should  be  put  to  him,  and  I 
would  bring  them  his  answer. 

In  consequence  of  the  promise  I  had  now 
made,  I  went  to  Mr.  Wilberforce.  But 
when  I  saw  him,  I  seemed  unable  to  inform 
him  of  the  object  of  my  visit.  Whether 
this  inability  arose  from  any  sudden  fear 
that  his  answer  might  not  be  favourable,  or 
from  a  fear  that  I  might  possibly  involve 
him  in  a  long  and  arduous  contest  upon  this 
subject,  or  whether  it  arose  from  an  awful 
sense  of  the  importance  of  the  mission,  as  it 
related  to  the  happiness  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  then  alive  and  of  millions  then 
unborn,  I  cannot  say.  But  I  had  a  feeling 
within  me  for  which  I  could  not  account^ 
and  which  seemed  to  hinder  me  from  pro^ 
ceeding.  And  I  actually  went  away  with* 
put  ioformipg  him  of  my  Qrrand* 

In 
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In  this  situation  I  began  to  consider  what 
to  do,  when  I  thought  I  would  call  upon 
Mr.  Langton,  tell  him  what  had  happen- 
ed, and  ask  his  advice.  1  found  him  at 
home.  We  consulted  together.  The  result 
was,  that  he  was  to  invite  Mr.  Wilberforce 
and  some  others  to  incet  me  at  a  dinner  at  his 
own  house,  in  two  or  three  days,  when  he 
said  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  pro- 
cure an  answer,  by  some  means  or  other, 
to  the  question  which  I  wished  to  have 
resolved. 

On  receiving  a  card  from  Mr.  Langcon, 
I  went  to  dine  with  him.  I  found  the  party 
consist  of  Sir  Charles  Middlcton,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce, Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  Mr.  Boswell. 
The  latter  was  then  known  as  the  friend  of 
Pr.  Johnson,  and  afterwards  as  the  writer  of 
his  Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  After  dinner  the 
subject  of  the  Slave-itrade  was  purposely  in- 
troduced. Many  questions  were  put  to  me, 
and  I  dilated  upon  each  in  my  answers,  that 
I  might  inform  aAd  interest  those  present  as 
much  as  I  could.  They  seemed  to  be  greatly 
impressed  with  my  account  of  the  loss  of  sea- 
men in  the  trade,  and  with  the  little  samples 
of  African  cloth,  which  I  had  procured  for 
their 
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their  inspection.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  gave 
his  unquahfied  approbation  of  the  abolition 
of  this  cruel  traffic  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne 
joined  heartily  with  him  in  sentiment ;  he 
spoke  with  much  feeling  upon  it,  and  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  barbarous,  and  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  morality  and  religion. 
Mr,  Boswell,  after  saying  the  planters  would 
urge  that  .the  Africans  were  made  happier 
by  being  carried  from  their  own  country  to 
the  West  Indies,  observed,  "  Be  it  so.  But 
we  have  no  right  to  make  people  happy 
against  their  wilL"  Mr.  Windham,  when 
it  was  suggested  that  the  great  importance 
of  our  West  Indiaii  islands,  and  the  gran- 
deur of  Liverpool,  would  be  brought  against 
those  who  should  propose  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave-trade,  replied,  "  We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  policy  of  the  measure.  Ra- 
ther let  Liverpool  and  tlie  Islands  be  swal-« 
lowed  up  in  the  sea,  than  this  monstrous 
system  of  iniquity  be  carried  on*."  While 
such  conversation  was  passing,  and  when 

*  I  do  not  know  upon  what  grounds,  after  such  strong 
cxprciLsions,   Mr.  Boswell,  in  the  next  year,  and  Mr. 
Windham^  after  having  supported  the  cause  for  three  or        / 
four  years,  became  inimical  to  it. 

all 
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all  appeared  to  be  iuterc&ted  in  the  cause, 
Mr.  Langton  put  the  question,  about  tho 
proposal  of  wliich  I  had  been  so  diffident, 
to  Mr.  Wilbcrforco,  in  the  shape  of  a  deli- 
cate compliment.  The  latter  replied,  that 
he  had  no  objection  to  bring  forward  the 
measure  in  parliament^  when  he  was  better 
prepared  for  it,  and  provided  no  per&on 
more  proper  could  be  found.  Upon  this, 
Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  and  Mr.  Windham 
both  said  tliey  would  support  him  tliere. 
Before  I  left  the  company,  I  took  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  aside,  and  asked  him  if  I  might 
mention  this  his  resolution  to  tliosc  of  my 
friends  in  the  Ciry,  of  whom  he  l;ad  often 
heard  me  speak,  as  desirous  of  aiding  him 
by  becoming  a  committee  for  the  purpose. 
He  replied,  I  might.  I  then  asked  Mr. 
Langton,  privately,  if  he  had  any  objection 
to  belong  to  a  society  of  which  there  might 
be  a  committee  for  the  abohtion  of  the 
Slave-trade.  II  ■  said  he  should  be  pleased 
to  become  a  memoer  of  it.  Having  receiv- 
ed these  satisfactory  answers,  I  returned 
home. 

The  next  day,  having   previously  taken 
down  the  substance  of  the  co:iversation  ac 

the 
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the  dinner,  I  went  to  James  Phillips,  and 
desired  that  our  friends  might  be  called 
together  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  could, 
to  hear  my  report.  In  the  interim  I  wrote 
to  Dn  Peckard,  and  waited  upon  Lord 
Scarsdale,  Dr.  Baker^  and  others,  to  know 
(supposing  a  society  were  formed  for  the 
abc^lition  of  the  Slave-trade)  if  I  might  say 
they  would  belong  to  it  ?  All  of  them  re- 
plied in  the  affirmative,  and  desired  me  to ' 
represent  them,  if  there  should  be  any  meet- 
ing for  this  purpose. 

At  the  time  appointed,  I  met  my  friends. 
I  read  over  the  substance  of  the  conversa- 
tion which  had  taken  place  at  Mr.  LangtonV 
No  difficulty  occurred.  All  were  unanimous 
for  the  formation  of  a  committee.  On  the 
next  day  we  met  by  agreement  for  this 
purpose.  It  was  then  resolved  unanimously, 
among  other  things.  That  the  Slave-trade" 
was  both  impolitic  and  unjust.  It  was  re- 
solved also.  That  the  following  persons  be  a 
committee  for  procuring  such  information 
and  evidence,  and  publishing  the  same,  as 
may  tend  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade, 
and  for  directing  the  application  of  such 
moneys  as   have   been   already,   and   may 

here- 
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hereafter  be  collected  for  the  above  piir- 
pose. 

Granville  Sharp. 

"William  Diliwyn. 
Samuel  Hoare. 
George  Harrison. 
John  hkiyd. 
Joseph  Woods. 

Thomas  Clarkson. 
Richard  Phillips. 

John  Barton. 
'        Joseph  Hooper. 
James  Phillips. 
Philip  Sansom. 

All  these  were  present.  Granville  Sharp, 
who  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list,  and  who, 
as  the  father  of  the  cause  in  England,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  may  be  considered  as  re- 
presenting the  first  class  of  forerunners  and 
coadjutors,  as  it  has  been  before  described. 
The  five  next,  of  whom  Samuel  Hoare  was 
chosen  as  the  treasurer,  were  they  who  had 
been  the  committee  of  the  second  class,  or 
of  tlie  Quakers  in  England,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Dr.  Knowles,  who  jvas  then  dy- 
ing, but  who,  having  heard  of  our  meeting, 
sent 
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sent  a  message  to  us,  to  exhcxt  xxs  to  ptt>- 
ceed.  The  third  class,  or  that  of  the  Quap- 
kers  in  America,  may  be  considered  as  re- 
presented by  William  Dillwyn,  by  whom 
they  were  afterwards  joined  to  ns  in  corre- 
spondence. The  two  who  stand  next,  and 
in  which  I  am  included,  may  be  considered 
as  representing  the  fourth,  most  of  the 
members  of  which  we  had  been  the  means 
of  raising.  Thus,  on  the  twenty-second  of 
May  1787,  the  representatives  of  all  the  / 
four  classes,  of  which  I  have  been  giving  a  (  V 
history  from  the  year  1516,  met  together, 
and  were  united  in  that  committee,  to  which 
I  have  been  all  along  directing  the  attention 
of  the  reader ;  a  committee,  which,  labour- 
ing afterwards  with  Mr.  Wilberforce  as  a 
parliamentary  head,  did,  under  Providence, 
in  the  space  6f  twenty  years,  contribute  to 
put  an  end  to  a  trade,  which,  measuring  its 
magnitude  by  its  crimes  and  sufierings,  was 
the  greatest  practical  evil  that  ever  afflicted 
the  human  race. 

After  the  formation  of  the  committee*, 

notice 

*  All  the  members  were  of  the  society  of  the  Quakers, 

except  Mr.  Sharp,  Sansom,  and  myself.  Joseph  Gumey 

•    VOL.  t.  a  Bevaa 
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notice  was  sent  to  Mr.  Wilberforce-  of  th*- 
event,  and  a  friendship  began,  which  has 
continued  uninterruptedly  between  th«m, 
from  rfiat  to  the  present  day. 

Bcvan  was  present  on  the  diy  before  thii  meeting.  He 
rfcsirtd  to  bclont;  to  the  society,  but  to  be  exciiBeJ  from 
belonging  to  the  comttiiltee,   ■ 


i 
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CHAPTER  XL 


a       •      .  • 


7\e  preceding  history  qf  the  different  ctasses  tf 

the  forerunners  and  coadjutors,  to  the  time  oftJie 

formation  of  the  committee:^  collected  into  MB 

view  by  means  of  a  map^^Expla7iati6n  of  this 

map — and  observations  upon  it. 

As  the  preceding  history  of  the  difibrent 
classes  of  the  forerunners  and  coadjutors^ 
to   the  time  of  their  junction,   or  to  the 

* 

formation  of  the  committee,  as  just  ez- 
plained,  may  be  thought  interesting  by 
many,  I  have  endeavoured,  by  means  of 
the  annexed  map,  so  to  bring  it  before  the 
reader,  that  he  may  comprehend  the  whole 
of  it  at  a  single  view. 

The  figure  beginning  at  A  and  reaching  ' 
down  to  X  represents  the  first  class  of  fore- 
runners and  coadjutors  up  to  the  year  1787, 
as  consisting  of  so  many  springs  or  rivulets, 
which  assisted  in  making  and  swelling  the 
torrent  which  swept  away  the  Slave-trades. 

TJ^e  figure  from  B  to  C  and  from  C  to 
X  represents  the  second  class,  or  that  of 
the  Quakers  in  England,  up  to  the  same 

$  2  tame. 
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* 

jdme.  The  stream  on  the  right-hand  repre- 
.sents  them  as  a  bcxly,  and  that  on  the  left^ 
the  six  individuals  belonging  to  them^  who 
formed  the  committee  in  1783. 

The  figure  from  B  to  D  represents  the 
third  class,  or  that  of  the  Quakers  in  Ame- 
rica when  joined  with  others  in  1774^ 
The  stream  passing  fr(«i  D  through  £  to  X 
,  shows  how  this  class  was  conveyed  down,  as 
}t  were,  so  as  to  unite  with  the  second. 
That  passing  from  D  to  Y  shows  its  course 
ioL  its  own  country,  to  its  enlargement,  in 
1787i  And  here  I  may  observe,  that  as 
the  different  streams  which  formed  a  junc- 
tion at  X,  were  instrumental  in  producing 
the  abolition  of  the  Slg^ve-trade  in  England, 
in  the  month  of  March  1807,  so  those, 
whose  effects  are  found  united  at  Y,  contri- 
buted to  produce  the  sam?  eyent  in  Aino- 
rica,  in  the  same  month  of  the  same  year. 

The  figure  from  F  to  X  represents  the 
fourth  class  up  to  1787. 

X  represents  the  junction  of  all  the  four 
classes  in  the  committee  instituted  in  Lon- 
don  on   the   twenty-second  day  of  May, 

n87, 
The  parallel  line?  G,  H,  I,  K,  represent 

different 
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difierent  periods   of  time,  *  showing  when 

the  forerunners  and  coadjutors  lived.     The 

space  between  G  and  H  includes  the  spice 

of  fifty  years,  in  which  we  find  but  feVr 

labourers  in  this  cause.     That  between  tt 

and  I  includes  the  same  portion  of  time^  ih 

which  we  find  them  considerably  increased, 

or  nearly  doubled.      That  between  I  and  K 

represents  the  next  thirty-seven  years.     But 

here  we    find    their    increase    beyond    all 
expectation,  for  we  find  four  times  more 

labourers  in  this  short  term,  than  in  the 
whole  of  the  preceding  century. 

In  lookiilg  over  the  map,  as  thus  explain- 
ed, a  number  of  thoughts  suggest  them- 
selves, some  of  which  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  detail.  And  first,  in  looking 
between  the  first  *nd  second  parallel,  we 
perceive,  that  Morgan  Godwyn,  Richard 
Baxter,  and  George  Fox,  the  first  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Established  Church,  the  second 
a  divine  at  the  head  of  the  Nonconformists, 
and  the  third  the  founder  of  the  religious 
society  of  the  Qyakers,  appeared  each  of 
them  the  first  in  his  own  class,  and  all  of 
them  about  the  same  time,  in  behalf  of  the 
oppressed  Africans.     We  see  then  this  great 

truth 
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tftiffh  first  wpanaiii^  tnat '  the  abofitiofi  bf 
me  Slave-trade  tcfol:  its  rise,  not 'from  peN 
8onl,  who  set  np  a  ^ 
Xbej  were  oppressors '  tBem^lves, 


son&.  who  set  np  a  ^"iQr  libertyl  yrnea 
y  ,tHey  were  oppressors '  uem9elveis|, '  nor  from 
)r  ^persons  who  were  led  tcr  it  by  atnbilidn,' or 
a  love  of  reputation  among  men,  bat  where 
jt  was  nlbst  desirable,  napiely,  from 'the 
teachers  of  CSiristiamty  m  those  timiss. 

This  account  of  its  ri^  -mSL  furnish  vt^ 
wjlh.  some  important  lessons,  And  first,  it 
shows  us  •  the  great  vahie  of  retigion.  liVe 
see,  when  moral  disorders  become  known, 
that  the  virtuous  are  they  wha  rise  up  for 
the  rempval  of  tbeoK  ,Thti9  Providence 
seems  to  have  appointed  those,  who  devote 
themselves  most  to  his  service,  to  the  ho- 
nourable  office  of  becoming  so  many  agents, 

under  his  influence,  for  the  correction  of 

'       ■   .     . . 

the  evils  of  life.    And  as  this  account  of 

'  "  -  • . 

» the  rise  of  the  aboHtion  of  the  Slave-trade 

•       ■  ■  .... 

teaches  us  the  necessity  of  a  due  cultivation 
,  of  religion,  so  it  should  teach  us  to  have  a 

■  ■       •  *  ■ 

brotherly  afiection  for  those,  who,  though 
they  may  differ  from  us  in  speculative  opi- 
nions concerning  it,  do  yet  show  by  their 
conduct  that  they  have  a  hijgh  regard  for  it. 
For  though  Godwyn,  and  Baxter,  and  Pox, 

differed 


y 
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^difieradias:  Jto  the  snicks  jaf't&en^ 
r.fifid  themdmpeUed  byitiie  sptrk  of  ;^di0i8tiik- 
iinty,'>whkli  ds.  of  infinicely^more  xcnpoit* 
ante  ^tbmia'iawre  isgnement  in  .creeda^  'io 
the  same  good  end* 

^In/lookii^  over '  die  idifl^0t8traaiiu  in 
-the. nap,  las  they: are  .ndiscoverableboth-^ia 
dEoropeaad  America,  iwe  are  impioMed  mixh 
tWiocher  tnith'ion:th0^«anie  subject,  which  is, 
Ethat  the  '  CBmsdan  .TeUgton  >i8  capabk  j#f 
iproducikig  the  jametgpood  .fruit  in^all  lands. 
.  Howerer  tmen /may .  differ  on  ^  account  ^f  [ 
idurnte,  ^or  langui^e,  :w .  goremmeat,  t  or 
^kws,  or:liowever  they  ^maybe- situated  lin 
•:difitrent  quarctrs  of  the  globe,  it  wiU  p(x>- 
dace  ^in:  them  the  same  virtuous  dispontion^ 
c  and 'make  them  instruments  for  .the  pro* 
-motion  of  happiaess'tn  the  world. 

In'  lookiiig  between  the  two  first*  paralleli, 
-where  we*  see  so '  few  labourers,  and  in  con- 
•templaiang  die  great  increase  of  these  be- 
'tween  -the  others,  'we  ^re  taught  the oon- 
acding  lesson,  that  however 'small  the  b$gia-r 
' ning- ' ftnd.  slow  the  ppogresa  may  appear  in 
<tfiy  good  work » which « we  may  undertake, 
we  need  'Aot '  be  discomi&ged -as  to  the  uiti^ 

■raateTesultof  our  labours  y  for  though  our 

« 

cai;^e   < 
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»cause  may  appear  stationary,  it  may  only 
become   80,   in   order    that  it   may  take  a 
deeper  root,  and  thus  be  enabled  te  stand 
better  against  the  storms  which  may  after- 
wards  beat  about  it. 
■■fc     In  taking  the  same  view  again,  we  d^ 
^^icover  the  manner  in  which  light  and  infor- 
^^ftnation  proceed  under  a  free  government  in 
^V. a  good  cause.     An  individual,  for  example, 
^H^begins ;    he   communicates    his    sentiments 
^B  to  others.   Thus,  while  alive,  he  enlightens  ; 
'       ■  when  dead,  he  leaves  his  works  behind  lum. 
Thus,  though  departed,  he  yet  speaks,  and  hi» 
inSuence  is  not  lost.     Of  those  enlightened 
by  him,  some  become  authors,  and  others 
.  actors  in  their  turn.      While  living,  they 
inttruct,  like  their  predecessors ;  when  dead, 
they  speak  also.     Thus  a  number  of  dead 
petfions  are  encouraging  us  in  libraries,  and 
a  number  of  Uviag  are  conversing  and  dif- 
fusing zeal  among  us  at  the   same   tim& 
This,  however,  is  not  true  in  any  free  an^ 
enlightened  country,    with  respect  to  the 
propagation  of  eviL  '  The  living  find  ho 
permanent  encouragement,    and   the  dead 
speak  to  no  purpose  in  such  a  case. 
This  accoimt  of  the  manner  ia  which 
Ught 
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light  and  information  proceed  in  a  firee 
country,  furnishes  us  with  some  valuable 
kxiowledge.  It  shows  us,  first,  the  great 
importance  of  education  ;  for  all  they  who 
can  read  may  become  enlightened.  They 
may  gain  as  much  from  the  dead  as  from 
the  living.  They  may  see  the  sentiments 
of  fi^rmer  ages.  Thus  they  may  contract^ 
by  degrees,  habits  of  virtuous  inclinatioi^ 
and  become  fitted  to  join  with  others  in.tho^ 
removal  of  any  of  the  evils  of  life. 

It  shows  us,  secondly,  how  that  encou« 
raging  maxim  may  become  true.  That  no 
good  effort  is  ever  lost.  For  if  he,  who 
makes  the  virtuous  attempt,  should  be  pre- 
vented by  death  from  succeeding  in  it,  can 
he  not  speak,  though  in  the  tomb  ?  Will  not 
"his  works  still  breathe  his  sentiments  upon 
it  ?  May  not  the  6pinions,  and  the  facts, 
which  he  has  recorded,  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  ten  thousand  readers,  of  whom  it  b 
probable,  in  the  common  course  of  things, 
that  some  will  branch  out  of  him  as  authors, 
and  others  as  actors  or  labourers,  in  the 
same  cause? 

And,  lastly,  it  will  show  us  the  difficulty 
(if  amy  attempt  should  be  made)  of  revers- 
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jng  permanently  the  late  noble  aCt  of  the 
legislature  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade.  For  let  us  consider  how  many,  both 
of  the  living  and  the  dead,  could  be  made 
to  animate  us.  Let  us  consider,  too,  that 
this  is  the  cause  of  mercy,  justice,  and 
religion  ;  that  as  such,  it  will  always  'ifToi'S 
renewed  means  of  rallying;  and  that  ilhe 
dead  will  always  be  heard  with  interest, 
"and  the  living  with  enthusiasm,  u;^ti  it. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


9   . 

Aullwr  devotes  this  chapter  to  considerations  tela* 
live  to  himself-^ears  that  by  the  frequent  inir&^ 
duction  of  himself  to  the  notice  of  the  redder  he^ 
may  incur  the  charge  of  ostentation — Observe^-' 


tions  on  such  a  charge. 


Having  \5rcf11ght  my  History  of  the  Abo- 
lition bf  the  Slave-trade  np  to  the' month  of 
"May  I'tS?,  I  purpose  taking  the  liberty,  be- 

'  fore  I  proceed  with  it,  to  devote  this  chapter 
to  considerations  relative  to  myself.     This, 

'  indeed,  seems  to  be  now  iibceisary:  for  I 
have  been  fearful  for  some  pages  past,'  and, 

*  indeed,  *  from  the  time  when  I  began  to  in- 
troduce myself  to  the  notice  of  the  reader,  aa 
one  of  the  forerunners  and  coadjutors  in  this 

'great  cause,  that  I  might  appear  to  'have 
put  myself  into  a  situation  too  prominent, 

■  so  as  even  to'  have  incurred  the  charge  of 
ostentation.  But  if  there  should  be  some, 
who,  in  consequence  of  what  they  have  al- 
ready read  of  this  history,  should  think  thus 

'  unfavourably  of  toe,  what  must  their  opi- 
liibn  tdtirtately  be,  ^hen,*  unfortunately,"  I 

must 
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must  become  still  more  prominent  in  it ! 
Nor  do  I  know  in  what  manner  I  shall 
escape  their  censure.  For  if,  to  avoid  ego- 
tism, I  should  write,  as  many  have  done,  in 
the  third  person,  what  would  this  profit 
me?  The  delicate  situation,  tlierefore,  in 
which  I  feel  myself  to  be  placed,  makes  me 
desirous  of  saying  a  few  words  to  the  reader 
on  this  subject. 

.  And  first,  I  may  observe,  that  several  of 
my  friends  urged  me  from  time  to  time, 
and  this  long  before  the  abolition  of  the 
blave-trade  had  been  effected,  to  give  a 
history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  at- 
tempt, as  far  as  it  had  been  then  made.  But 
J  uniformly  resisted  their  application- 

When  the  question  was  decided  last  year, 
they  renewed  their  request.  They  repre- 
sented to  me,  that  no  person  knew  the 
beginning  and  progress  of  this  great  work 
so  well  as  myself;  that  it  was  a  pity 
that  such  knowledge,  should  die  with  me ; 
that  such  a  history  would  be  useful ;  th&t 
k  would  promote  good  feelings  among  men ; 
chat  ic  would  urge  them  to  benevolent  ex- 
ertions ;  that  it  would  supply  them  with 
Iiope  in  the  mtdst  of  these ;  that  it  would 
1  teach 
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teach  them  many  valuable  kssons :— these 
and  other  things  were  said  to  me.  But,  en- 
couraging as  they  were,  I  never  lost  sight  of 
the  objection,  which  is  the  subject  of  this 
chapter ;  nor  did  I  ever  fail  to  declare,  that 
though,  considering  the  part  I  h;cd  taken  in 
this  great  cause,  I  might  be  qualified  better 
than  some  others,  yet  it  was  a  task  too  de- 
licate for  me  to  perform.  I  always  foresaw 
that  I  could  not  avoid  making  myself  too 
prominent  an  object  in  such  a  history,  and 
that  I  should  be  liable,  on  that  account,  f^ 
the  suspicion  of  writing  it  for  the  purpose 
of  souiiding  my  own  praise. 

With  this  objection  my  friends  were  not 
satisfied.  Tliey  answered,  that  I  might 
treat  the  History  of  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slavc-tr^de  as  a  species  of  biography,  or  as 
the  history  of  a  part  of  my  own  life :  that 
people,  who  had  much  less  weighty  matters 
to  communicate,  wrote  their  own  histories ; 
and  that  no  one  charged  them  with  vanity 
for  so  doing. 

I  own  I  was  not  convinced  by  this  an- 
swer.      I   determined,  however,    in    com- 
pliance with  their  wishes,  to  examine  the  ob- 
jection 
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jection  more  minutely,  and  to  see  if  I  could 
overcome  it  njore  sadsfactorily  to  ray  own 
mind.  With  this  vicvr,  I  endeavoured  to  anti- 
cipate the  course  which  such  a  history  would 
take.  I  saw  clearly,  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  were  times,  for  months  together,  when 
the  committee  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade  was  labouring  without  me,  and  when 
I  myself  for  an  equal  space  of  time  was  la- 

'bouring  in  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom 
without  them.  Hence  I  perceived  that,  if 
piy  own  exertions  were  left  out,  there  would 
be  repeated  chasms  ia  this  history,  and,  in- 
deed, that  it  could  not  be  completed  without 
the  frequent  mention  of  myself.  And  I  was 
willing  to  hope  that  this  %yould  be  so  ob- 
vious to  the  good  sense  of  the  reader,  that 
if  he  should  think  me  vain-glorious  in  the 
^rly  part  of  it,  he  would  afterwards,  when 
}^  advanced  in  the  perusal  of  it«  acquit  me 

-  •offvffh  a  charge.  This  consideration  was 
(|@  fir^t,  which  rf jcnpy^d  ijiy  objection  on 
this  head.  That  there  can  be  no  ground 
^jf  9^iy  ctarge  of  p&teptatipn,,  as  far  as  the 
PI* jgin  qf  this  ^i^tpfiy  is  ^f}ncer^ed,  so  I  hoipe 
(P  conviace  hiqi  ^ere  ?*a  fee  opi^e,  b^  show- 
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kig  him  in  wlvit  light.  Iibafre  aVv^ays  viemred^ 
mjisolfixi  cooBectiijQa  with  thQ  CQOiniictee,  tg^ 
wJfaich  I  have  h^d  the  hpiMw:*  to  belong. 

I  hav^  uniforsnlyj  consideped  oar  cqn^. 
vdttee  for  the  aboUtigi^L  of  the  Sjaye-tr^^ 
as  WfC/  T^u^lly  cox^sideir  die  humaji  hq^j^ 
that  is,  as  madfi  up  of  a  bead  s^ud  oi^  various 
members^  wixich  had:  difFereat  oi^es  to^fi^-! 
form.  Thus,  if  one  mao  vi^as  an  eye,  j^n- 
other  was  an  ear,  anothe?  aa  arm,  aj^i^ 
ana&her  a  feot.  And  here  I  may  say,  ^i$[itb 
great  truth,  that2 1  believe  nq  cojximitcee  v^ajS^ 
eves  made  up  of  persons^  whoae  ya,ri6d  tflr 
lents  were  better  adapted  to  the  worlp  before 
them.  Viewing  then  the  comm^tee  in  thi% 
Hght,  and  myself  as  in  coanectlon  with  i^ 
I  may  deduce  chose  truth§,  with  which  the 
^^atalogy  will  furiabh  soe.  And  first,  it  wil| 
i^Uow,  that  if  every  member  has  pqrfof  m94 
kia  offige  &uth^ly,  t])Qug^  one  qiay  h^Y^ 
done  somediing  more  than  another,  yet  nq 
one  of  them  in  particular  has  any  ^e^SjOQ  t^ 
boast.  With  what  pro^niety  could  the  foot^ 
though  in  the  execution  of  it^  duty  it  had 
become  weary,  s^  to  tht?  finger,  "  Thojx 
hast  done  le^  than  Ij^'  when   the  finger 

$mtl4  reply  with  tnith^  ^^  { have  dpue  ^ 
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that  has  been  given  me  to  do?"  It  will  fol- 
low also,  that  as  every  limb  is  essentially  ne- 
cessary for  the  completion  of  a  perfect  work ; 
so  in  the  case  before  us,  every  one  was  as 
necessary  in  his  own  office,  or  department, 
as  another.  For  what,  for  example,  could  I 
myself  have  done  if  I  had  not  derived  so 
much  assistance  from,  the  committee  ?  What 
could  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  have  done  in  parli;^ 
ment,  if  I,  on  the  other  hand,  had  not  col- 
lected that  great  body  of  evidence,  to  which 
there  was  such  a  constant  appeal  ?  And 
what  could  the  committee  have  done  without 
the  parliamentary  aid  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  ? 
And  in  mentioning  this  necessity  of  distinct 
offices  and  talents  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  great  work,  in  which  we  have  been 
all  of  us  engaged,  I  foel  myielf  boimd  by 
the  feelings  of  justice  to  deliver  it  as  my 
opinion  in  this  place,  [for,  perhaps,  I  may 
have  no  other  opportunity,)  that  knowing,  a3 
X  have  done,  so  many  members  of  both 
houses  of  our  legislature,  for  many  of  whom 
I  have  had  a  sincere  respect,  there  was  never 
yet  one,  who  appeared  to  me  -to  be  so  pro- 
perly qualified,  in  all  respects,  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  great  cause-  of  tl^e  aboUtioo 

of 
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of  the  Slave-trade,  as  he,  whose  name  I  have 
just  mentioned.     His  connections,  but  more 
particularly  his  acquaintance  with  the  first 
minister  of  state,  were  of  more  service  in 
the  promotion  of  it,  than  they,  who  are  but 
little  acquainted  with  political  movements, 
can  well  appreciate^     His  habits  also  of  dili- 
gent  and   persevcfing   inquiry   made   him 
master  of  all  the  knowledge  that  was  requi- 
site for  conducting  it.     His  talents  both  in 
and  out  of  parliament  rr^ade  him  a  pow- 
erful advocate  in  its  favour.  '  His  character, 
free  from  the  usual  spots  of  human  imper- 
fection, gave  an   appropriate   lustre  to  the 
cause,   making  it  look  yet  more  lovely,  and 
enticing  others  to  its  support.     But  most  of 
all  the  motive,  on  which  he  undertook  it, 
insured  its  progress.     For  this  did  not  ori- 
ginate in  views  of  selfishness,   or  of  party, 
or   of  popular  applause,  but  in  an  awful 
sense  of  his  duty  as  a  Christian.     It  was 
this,  which  gave  him  alacrity  and  courage 
in  his  pursuit.      It  was  this,  which  made, 
him  continue  in  his  elevated  situation  of  a 
legislator,  though  it  was  unfavourable,    if 
not  to  his  health,  at  least  to  his  ease  and 
comfort.     It  was  this,  which  made  him  ia- 
YQL.  !•  T'  corporate 
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Author  returm  'o  kix  Il'mioni — Cammitleejbrmed 
as  befuTc  mentioned — its  procenrlings — ^lUhor 
produce.^  it  minmari/  imi<  of  the  S/ai-e-lrode  and 
qfl/ie  j}rv6aHe  co)iseifueJires  of  ils  nbolition — 
Il'ivii-^s  of  ^friaiy  by  Mr.  Jioicoc;  f^ciierousi^ 
presented  to  l/w  comtaitlec — Important  discussiou 
as  to  the  object  of  ihe  committee — EmancipQtxon 
declared  to  h  no  part  of  U — Comtaittee  decides 
on  it.s  public  title — Aullmr  rtijiiesti-d  to  go  to 
Bristol,  Liverpool^  and  Lancaster,  to  cotkcl 
further  information  on  the  stiljccl  of  the  trade. 

1  RETDRN  now,  after  this  long  digression, 
to  the  conrinuiition  of  my  History. 

It  was  shown  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
tenth  chapter,  that  twelve  individuals,  all  of 
whom  were  then  named,  met  together,  by 
means  which  no  one  could  have  foreseen,  on 
the  twenty-second  of  May  1787;  and  that, 
after  having  vpted  the  Slave-trade  to  be  both 
unjust  and  impolitic,  they  formed  them- 
selves into  a  committee  for  procuring  such 
information  and  evidence,  and  for  publish- 
ing the  same,  as  might  tend  to  the  abolition 

of 
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of  it,  and  for  directing  the  application  of 
such  money,  as  had  been  already  and  might 
hereafter  be  collected  for  that  purpose.  At 
this  meeting  it  was  resolved  also,  that  no 
less  than  three  members  should  form  a  quo- 
rum; that  Samuel  Hoare  should  be  the 
treasurer ;  that  tlie  treasurer  should  pay  no 
money  but  by  order  of  the  committee;" 
and  that  copies  of  these  resolutions  should 
be  printed  and  circulated,  in  which  it 
should  be  inserted  that  the  subscriptions  of 
all  such,  as  were  willing  to  forward  the  plans 
of  the  committee,  should  be  received  by  the 
treasurer  or  any  member  of  it. 

On  the  twenty -fourth  of  May  the  coni-  ' 
mittee  met  again  to  promote  the  object  of 
its  institution. 

The  treasurer  reported  at  this  meeting, 
that  the  subscriptions  already  received, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
pounds. 

As  I  had  foreseen,  long  before  this  time, 
that  my  Essay  on  the  Slavery  and  Com- 
merce of  the  Human  Species  was  too  large 
for  general  circulation,  and  yet  that  a  gene- 
ral circulation  of  knowledge  on  this  subject 
was  absolutely  necessary,  I  determined,  di- 
rectly 
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/ectly  after  the  formation  of  the  committee, 
to  write  a  short  pamphlet  consisting  only  of 
eight  or  ten  pages  for  this  purpose,  I  called  it 
,  A  Summary  View  of  the  Slave-trade,  and  of 
the  probable  Consequences  of  its  Abolition. 
It  began  by  exhibiting  to  the  reader  the  va- 
rious unjustifiable  ways  in  which  persons 
living  on  the  coast  of  Africa  became  slaves. 
It  then  explained  the  treatment  which  these 
experienced  on  their  passage,  the  number 
dying  in  the  course  of  it,  and  the  treatment 
of  the  survivors  in  the  colonies  of  those  na- 
tions to  which  they  were  carried.  It  then 
announced  the  speedy  pubUcation  of  a  work 
on  the  Impolicy  of  the  Trade,  the  contents 
of  which,  as  far  as  I  could  then  see,  I  gave 
generally  under  the  following  heads  : — ■ 
Part  the  first,  it  was  said,  would  show,  that 
Africa  was  capable  of  offering  to  us  a  trade 
in  its  own  natural  productions  as  well  as  in 
the  persons  of  men ;  that  the  trade  in  the 
persons  of  men  was  profitable  but  to  a  few  ; 
that  its  value  was  diminished  from  many 
commercial  considerations  ;  that  it  was  also 
highly  destructive  to  our  seamen  j  and  that 
the  branch  of  it,  by  which  we  suppUed  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo  with  slaves,  was  pe- 
culiarly 
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euliarly  impolitic  on  that  account.  Part  the 
second,  it  was  said,  would  show,  that,  if  the 
slaves  were  kindly  treated  in  our  colonies, 
they  would  increase ;  that  the  abolition  of 
the  trade  would  necessarily  secure  such  a 
treatment  to  them,  and  that  it  would  pro- 
duce many  other  advantages  which  would 
be  then  detailed. 

This  httle  piece  I  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee at  this  their  second  meeting.  It  was 
then  duly  read  and  examined ;  and  the  result 
was,  that,  after  some  little  correction,  it  was 
approved,  and  that  two  thousand  copies  of 
it  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  lists  of 
the  subscribers  and  of  the  committee,  and  to 
be  sent  to  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

On  June  the  seventh  the  committee  met 
again  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  when, 
among  other  things,  they  voted  their  thanks 
to  Dr.  Baker,  of  Lower  Grosvcnor  Street, 
who  had  been  one  of  my  first  assistants,  for 
his  services  to  the  cause. 

At  this  committee  John  Barton,  one  of 
the  members  of  it,  stated  that  he.  was  com- 
missioned by  the  author  of  a  poem,  entitled 
Tiie  Wrongs  of  Africa,  to  oiler  the  profits, 
which   might  arise  from  the  sale  of  that 

work,' 
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work,  to  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  pursue  tlie  object  of  their 
institution,   7'hi8  circumstance  was  not  only 
agreeable,  inasmuch  as  it  showed  us,  that 
there  were  others  who  felt  with  us  for  the 
injured  Africans,  and  who  were- willing  to 
aid  us   in  our  designs,  but  it  was  rendered 
still  more  so,  when  we  were  given  to  under- 
stand   that  tlie  poem  was  written  by  Mr. 
Roscoe,  of  Liverpool,  and  the   preface  to  it 
by  tlie  late  Dr.  Currie,  who  then  Hved  in  the 
same  place.     To   find  friends  to  our  cause 
rising  up  from  a  quarter,  where  we  expected 
scarcely  any  thing  but  opposition,  was  very 
consolatory  and  encouraging.     As  this  poem 
was  well  written,  but  cannot  now  be  had,  I 
shall  give  the  ijitroductory  part  of  it,  which 
is  particularly  beautiful,  to  the  perusal  of 
the  reader.     It  begins  thus,— 
"  Offspring  of  Love  divine,  Htimanily  ! 
To  whom,  his  c-Mcst  bom,  th' Eiernalgevc 
Dominion  o'er  ihe  heart ;  and  laught  lo  [ouch 
lis  varied  stops  in  sweetest  unison ; 
And  strike  the  string  that  from  a  kindred  bre.-^st 
Responsive  vibrates  1  Jrcm  the  noisy  haunts 
Of  mercantile  confnsion,  where  thy  voice 
Is  heard  not ;  from  the  mcrctrifimis  glare 
Of  crowded  iheaircs,  where  in  thy  place 
Sits  Sensibility,  with  watrj'  eye. 

Dropping 
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Dropping  o'er  fancied  woes  her  useless  tear;-^ 
Come  thou,  and  weep  with  me  substantial  ills ; 
And  execrate  the  wrongs,  that  Afric's  sons. 
Torn  from  their  natal  shore,  and  dooni'd  to  bear 
The  y6ke  of  servitude  in  foreign  climes. 
Sustain.     Nor  vainly  let  our  sorrows  flow. 
Nor  let  the  strong  emotion  rise  in  vain ; 
But  may  ilie  kind  contagion  widely  spread. 
Till  in  its  flame  the  unrelenting -heart 
Of  avarice  melt  in  soften  sympathy— 
And  one  bright  blaze  of  universal  love 
In  grateful  incen^  rises  up  to  Heaven  1 

^'  Form'd  with  the  same  capacity  of  pain, 
The  same  desire  of  pleasure  and  of  ease, 
Whv  feels  not  man  for  man  !  When  nature  shrinks 
From  the  slight  puncture  of  an  insect's  sting, 
Faints,  if  not  screened  from  sultry  suns,  and  pines 
Beneath  the  hardship  of  an  hour's  delay 
Of  needful  nutriment; — when  Liberty 
Is  prized  so  dearly,  that  the  slightest  breath. 
That  ruffles  but  her  mantle,  can  awake 
To  arms  tm warlike  nations,  and  can  rouse 
Confed'rate  states  to  vindicate  her  claims  : — 
How  shall  the  suff  *rer  man  his  fellow  doom 
To  ills  he  mourns  or  spurns  at ;  tear  with  stripes 
His  quiv'ring  flesh  ;    with  hunger  and  with  thirst 
Waste  his  emaciate  frame;  in  ceaseless  toils 
Kxhaust  his  vital  powers  ;  and  bind  his  limbs 
In  galling  chains !  Shall  he,  whose  fragile  form 
Demands  continual  blessings  to  support 
lis  complicated  texture,  air,  and  food. 
Raiment,  alternate  rest,  and  kindly  skies, 
And  healthful  seasons,   dare  with  impious  voice 


To 


S82  THE  HISTORY  Of  THE 

To  a»k  those  mercies,   whilst  his  selfish  aim 
Arrusts  the  general  freedom  of  their  course; 
AnJ,  graliticd  beyond  his  utmost  wish, 
.    Debari  another  from  the  buunieous  store  !" 

in  this  manner  was  the  subject  of  this 
beautiful  poem  introduced  to  the  notice  of 
.  the  public.  But  I  have  no  room  for  any 
further  extracts,  nor  time  to  make  any  fur- 
ther commeut  upon  it.  I  can  only  add,  that 
tlie  committee  were  duly  sensible  as  well  of 
its  merits,  as  of  the  virtuous  and  generous 
disposition  of  the  author,  and  that  they  re- 
quested John  Barton  to  thank  him  in  an  ap- 
propriate manner  for  his  offer,  which  he  was 
to  say  they  accepted  gratefully. 

■At  this  sitting,  at  which  ten  members 
were  present  out  of  the  twelve,  a  discussion 
unexpectedly  arose  on  a  most  important  sub- 
ject. The  committee,  finding  that  their 
meetings  began  to  be  approved  by  many, 
and  that  the  cause  under  their  care  was  likely 
to  spread,  and  foresreeing  also  the  necessity 
there  would  soon  be  of  making  themselves 
known  as  a  public  body  throughout  the 
kingdom,  thought  it  right  that  they  should 
assume  some  title,  which  should  be  a  per- 
pianent  one,  and  which  should  be  expres- 
8  sive 
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eive  of  their  future  views.  This  gave  occa-i^ 
sion  to  them  to  reconsider  the  object,  for 
which  they  had  associated,  and  to  fix  and 
define  it  in  such  a  manner,  that  there  should 
he  no  misunderstanding  about  it  in  the 
public  mind.  In  looking  into  the  subject, 
it  appeared  to  them  that  there  were  two 
evils,  quite  distinct  from  each  other,  which 
it  might  become  their  duty  to  endeavour  to 
remove.  The  first  was  the  evil  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  in  consequence  of  which  many  thou- 
sand persons  were  every  year  fraudulently 
^nd  forcibly  taken  from  their  country,  their 
relations,  and  friends,  and  from  all  that  they 
esteemed  valuable  in  life.  The  second  was  the 
evil  of  slavery  itself,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  same  persons  were  forced  into  a  situa-» 
tion,  where  they  were  deprived  of  the  rights 
of  men,  where  they  were  obliged  to  linger 
out  their  days  subject  to  excessive  labour  and 
cruel  punishments,  and  where  their  children 
were  to  inherit  the  same  hard  lot.  Now  the 
question  was,  which  of  the  two  evils  the, 
committee  should  select  as  that, to  which  they 
should  direct  their  attention  with  a  view  of 
fhe  removal  of  it;  or  whether,  with  the  same 

view, 
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view,  it  should  tlirect  its  attention  to  botli  of 
them. 

It  ixppe.irud  soon  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
committee,  that  to  aim  at  the  removal  of  both 
would  be  to  aim  at  too  much,  and  that  by 
doing  this  we  might  lose  all. 

The  question  then  was,  which  of  the  two 
they  were  to  take  as  their  object.  Now  in 
considering  this  question  it  appeared  that  it 
did  not  matter  where  they  began,  or  which 
of  them  they  took,  as  far  as  the  end  to  be 
produced  was  the  thing  desired.  For,  first, 
if  the  Slave-trade  should  be  really  abolished, 
the  bad  usage  of  the  slaves  in  the  colonies, 
that  is,  the  hard  part  of  their  slavery,  if  not 
the  slavery  itself,  would  fall.  For,  the  plant- 
ers and  others  being  unable  to  procure  more 
slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  would 
follow  directly,  whenever  this  great  event 
should  take  place,  that  they  must  treat  those 
better,  whom  they  might  then  have.  They 
must  render  marriage  honourable  among 
them.  They  must  establish  the  union  of 
one  man  with  one  wife.  They  must  give 
the  pregnant  women  more  indulgencies. 
They  must  pay  more  attention  to  the  rear- 
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ing  of  their  offspring.  They  must  work 
and  punish  the  adults  with  less  rigour.  Now 
it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  they  could 
not  do  these  things,  without  seeing  the  poli- 
tical advantages  which  would  arise  to  them- 
selves from  so  doing ;  and  that,  reasoning 
upon  this,  they  might  be  induced  to  go  on 
to  give  them  greater  indulgencies,  rights, 
and  privileges  in  time.  But  how  would 
every  such' successive  improvement  of  their 
condition  operate,  but  to  bring  them  nearer 
to  the  state  of  freemen  ?  In  the  same  man- 
ner it  was  contended,  that  the  better  treat- 
ment  of  the  slaves  in  the  colonies,  or  that 
the  emancipation  of  them  there,  when  fit 
for  it,  would  of  itself  lay  the  foundation  for ' 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade.  For,  if  the 
slaves  were  kindly  treated,  that  is,  if  mar- 
riage were  encouraged  among  them  ;  if  the 
infants  who  shpuld  be  born  were  brought 
up  with  care ;  if  the  sick  were  properly  at- 
tended to  ;  if  the  young  and  tlie  adult  were 
well  fed  and  properly  clothed,  and  not  over- 
worked, and  not  worn. down  by  the  weight 
of  severe  punishments,  they  would  neces- 
sarily increase,  and  this  on  an  extensive  scale* 

But 
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But  if  the  planters  were  thus  to  get  their  la- 
bourers from  the  births  on  their  own  estates, 
then  the  Slave-trade  would  in  time  be  no 
longer  necessary  to  them,  and  it  would'die 
away  as  an  useless  and  a  noxious  plant. 
Thus  it  was  of  no  consequence,  which  of 
the  two  evils  the  committee  were  to  select 
as  the  object  for  their  labours ;  for,  as  far 
as  the  end  in  view  only  was  concerned,  that 
the  same  end  would  be  produced  in  either 
esse. 

But  in  looking  further  into  this  question, 
it  seemed  to  make  a  material  difference 
which  of  the  two  they  selected,  as  far  as 
they  had  in  view  the  due  execution  of  any 
laws,  which  might  be  made  respecting 
them,  and  their  own  prospect  of  success  in 
the  undertaking.  For,  by  aiming  at  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave-trade,  they  were  lay- 
ing'the  axe  at  the  very  root.  By  doing  this, 
and  this  only,  they  would  not  incur  the  ob- 
jection, that  they  were  meddling  with  the 
property  of  the  planters,  and  letting  loose 
an  irritated  race  of^  beings,  who,  in  conse- 
quence of  all  'the  vices  and  infirmities,  which 
a  state  of  slavery  entails  upon  those  who  un- 
dergo 
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dergo  it,  were  unfit  for  their  freedom.  By 
asking  the  government  of  the  country  to  do 
this,  and  this  only,  they  were  asking  for 
that,  which  it  had  an  indisputable  right  to 
do ;  namely,  to  reg^ilate  or  abolish  any  of 
its  branches  of  commerce ;  whereas  it  vru 
doubtful,  whether  it  could  interfere  with 
the  management  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
colonies,  or  whether  this  was  not  wholly  the 
province  of  the  legislatures  established  there* 
By  asking  the  government,  again,  to  do  this 
and  this  only,  they  were  a3king  what  it  could 
really  enforce.  It  could  station  its  ships  of 
war,  and  command  its  custom-houses,  so 
as  to  carry  any  act  of  this  kind  into  efiect. 
But  it  could  not  ensure  that  an  act  to  be  ol>- 
served  in  the  heart  of  the  islands  should  be 
enforced*.  To  this  it  was  added,  that  if  the 
<:ommittee  were  to  fix  upon  the  annihilation 
of  slavery  as  the  object  for  their  labours^ 

*  The  late  correspondence  of  the  govemofs  of  out 
colonics  with  Lord  Camden  in  his  official  situation,  but 
particularly  the  statements  made  by  Lord  Seafortb  and 
General  Prevost,  have  shown  the  wisdom  of  this  remark^ 
and  that  no  dependence  was  to  be  had  for  the  better 
vsage  of  the  slaves  but  upon  the  total  abolition  of  tha 
trade. 

the 
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the  Slave-trade  would  not  fall  so  speedily  a» 
it  would  by  a  positive  law  for  the  abolition ; 
because,  though  the  increase  from  the  births 
might  sooa  supply  all  the  estates  now  in 
cultivation  with  labourers,  yet  new  planta- 
tions might  be  opened  from  time  to  time  in 
different  islands,  so  that  no  period  could  be 
fixed  upon,  when  it  could  be  said  that  it 
■would  cease. 

Impressed  by  these  arguments,  the  com- 
mittee were  clearly  of  opinion,  that  they 
should  define  their  object  to  be  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave-trade,  and  not  of  the  slavery 
wliich  sprung  from  it.  Hence  from  this 
time,  and  in  allusion  to  the  month  when  this 
-  discussion  took  place,  they  styled  themselves 
•  in  their  different  advertisements,  and  re- 
ports, though  they  were  first  associated  in 
the  month  of  May,  The  Ck)mmittee  insti- 
tuted in  June  1787,  for  effecting  the  Aboli- 
tion of  the  Slave-trade.  Thus,  at  the  very 
outset,  they  took  a  ground  which  was  for 
ever  tenable.  Thus  they  were  enabled  also 
to  answer  the  objection,  which  was  after- 
wards GO  constantly  and  80  industriously 
circulated  against  them,  that  they  were  go- 
ing 
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iing  to  emancipate  the  slaves  And  I  hara 
no  doubt  th^t  this  wise  decision  contributed 
greatly  to  their  success  j' for  I  ain  persuaded 
that,  if  they  had  adopted  the  other  object^ 
they  could  not  for  years  to  come,  if  ever, 
have  succeeded  in  their  attempt* 

Before  the  committee  broke  up,  I  repre- 
sented to  them  the  necessity  there  was  of  ob-« 
tainlng  further  knowledge  on  all  those  indi- 
vidual points,  which  might  be  said  to  be-^ 
long  to  the  great  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave-trade.  In  the  first  place,  this 
knowledge  was  necessary  for  me,  if  I  were 
to  complete  my  work  on  the  ImpoHcy  of 
this  Trade,  which  work  the  Summary  View, 
just  printed,  had  announced  to  the  world. 
It  would  be  necessary  also,  in  case  the  Slave-* 
trade  should  become  a  subject  of  parlia-- 
mentary  inquiry  ;  for  this  inquiry  could  not 
proceed  without  evidence.  And  if  any  time 
was  peculiarly  fit  for  the  procuring  of  such 
information  or  evidence,  it  was  the  present. 
At  this  time  the  passions  of  men  had  not 
been  heated  by  any  public  agitation  of  the 
question,  nor  had  interest  felt  itself  biassed 
to  conceal  the  truth.     But  as  soon  as  ever  it 

VOL.  1.  u  slwuld 
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should  be  publicly  understood,  that  a  par- 
liamentary inquiry  was  certain,  (which  we 
ourselves  believed  would  be  the  case,  but 
which  interested  men  did  not  then  know,) 
we  should  find  many  of  the  avenues  to 
information  closed  against  us.  I  proposed 
therefore  that  some  one  of  the  committee 
should  undertake  ajourney  to  Bristol,  Liver- 
pool, and  Lancaster,  where  he  should  re- 
side for  a  time  to  collect  further  light  upon 
this  eubjcct ;  and  Chat  if  others  should  feel 
their  occupations  or  engagements  to  be  such 
as  would  make  such  a  journey  unsuitable, 
I  woidd  undertake  it  myself  I  begged 
therefore  the  favour  of  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  to  turn  the  matter 
over  in  their  minds  by  the  next  meeting, 
that  we  might  then  talk  over  and  deride 
upon  the  propriety  of  the  measure. 

The  committee  held  its  fourth  meeting 
on  the  twelfth  of  June.  Among  the  sub- 
jects, which  were  then  brought  forward, 
w&s  that  of  the  journey  befoVe  mentioned. 
The  propriety  and  indeed  even  the  necessity 
of  it  was  so  apparent,  that  I  was  requested 
by  all  present  to  undertake  it,  and  a  minute 

for 
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for  that  purpose  was  entered  upon  our  re- 
cords. Of  this  journey )  as  gradually  un- 
folding light  on  the  subject,  and  as  pecu- 
liarly connected  with  the  promotion  of  our 
object,  I  shall  now  give  an  account ;  after 
which  I  shall  return  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee. 


/ 

'     I 


u  2  CHAP- 


S9S  THE  HISTORY  OF  THK 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
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^ullio!' arrives  III  Brlsiol — fnlroiluclian  lo  Quaker 
familk's  there — Ohjectx  tif  his  inquiry — lUusttgc 
of  seamen  on  board  the  »h',Jt  Droihers — Obtains 
a  knowledge  of  several  artides  pf  jlfritrnt  frto^ 
duce — Dr.  Camplin — Dean  Tucker — Mr.  Ihmy 
Hidgar — Procures  an  authenticated  acrouiil  of 
the  treacherous  -massacre  at  Calabar — J/l  usage 
0/  the  seanifit  of  the  ship  ^i/lfred — Painful  foei- 
irigs  of  the  author  on  this  occasion. 

Having  made  preparations  for  my  jour- 
ney, I  took  my  leave  of  the  different  indi- 
viduals o9  the  committee.  I  called  upon 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  also,  with  the  same  design. 
HiSwas  then  very  ill,  and  in  bed.  Sir  Ri- 
chard Hill  and  others  were  sitting  by  his 
b.ed-sidc.  After  conversing  as  much  as  he 
well  could  in  his  weak  state,  he  held  out 
his  hand  to  me,  ,and  wished  me  success. 
When  I  left  him,  I  felt  much  dejected.  It 
appeared  to  me  as  if  it  would  be  in  this 
case,  as  it  is  often  in  that  of  other  earthly 
things,  that  wc  scarcely  possess  what  we 
fepute  a  treasure,  wlicn  it  is  taken  from  us. 
I  determined  to  take  this  journey  on 
■1  horseback, 
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horseback,    not  only    on   account  of  the 
relaxed  state  in  which  I  found  myself,  after 
such   close   and   constant   application,   but 
because  I  wished  to  have  all  my  time  to 
myself  upon  the  road,  in  order  the  better  to 
reflect  upon  the  proper  means  of  promoting 
this  great  cause.     The  first  place  I  resolved 
to  visit  was  Bristol.    Accordingly  I  directed 
my  course  thither.      On  turning  a  comer, 
within  about  a  mile  of  that  city,  at  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  I  came  within  sight  of 
it.     The  weather  was  rather  hazv,  which 
occasioned  it  to  look  of  unusual  dimensions. 
The  bells  of  some  of  the  chur-ches  were 
then  ringing ;    the  sound  of  them  did  not 
strike  me,  till  I  had  turned  the  comer  before 
mentioned,  when  it  came  upon  me  at  once. 
It  filled  me,  almost  directly,  with  a  melan- 
choly for  which*  I  could  not  account.     I 
began  now  to  tremble,  for  the  first  time,  at 
the  arduous  task  I  had  undertaken,  of  at- 
tempting, to  subvert  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  commerce  of  the  great  place  which  wag 
then  before  me.     I  began  to  think  of  the 
host  of  people  I  should  have  to  encounter 
in  iL      I  anticipated  much  persecution  in  it 
also ;    and  I  questioned  whether  I  should 
c*   1  even 
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even  get  out  of  it  alive.  But  in  journeying 
on,  I  became  more  calm  and  composed. 
My  spirits  began  to  return.  In  these  latter 
moments  I  considered  my  first  feelings  as 
useful,  inasmuch  as  they  impressed  upon 
jne  the  necessity  of  extraordinary  courage, 
and  activity,  and  perseverance,  and  of 
tvatchfulness,  also,  over  my  own  conduct, 
that  I  might  not  throw  any  stain  upon  the 
cause  I  had  undertaken.  When,  therefore,  I 
entered  the  city,  I  entered  it  with  an  un- 
daunted spirit,  determining  that  no  labour 
should  make  me  shrink,  nor  danger,  nor 
«ven  persecution,  deter  me  from  my  pur- 
suit. 

My  first  introduction  was  by  means  of  a 
letter  to  Harry  Gandy,  who  had  then  be- 
come one  of  the  religious  society  of  the 
Quakers.  This  introduction  to  him  was 
particularly  useful  Co  me,  for  he  had  been  a 
seafaring  man.  In  his  eatly  youth  he  had 
been. of  a  roving  disposition;  and,  in  order 
to  see  the  world,  had :  been  two  voyages  in 
die  Slave-trade,  so  that  he  had  known  the 
nature  and  practices  of  it.  This  enabled 
him  to  give  me  much  useful  information 
6n  the  subject ;  and  as  he  had  frequently 

felt. 
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felt,  as  he  grew  up,  deep  affliction  of  mind 
for  having  been  concerned  in  it,  he  was 
impelled  to  forward  my  views  as  much  as 
possible,  under  an  idea  that  he  should  be 
thus  making  some  reparation  for  the  indis- 
creet and  profane  occupations  of  his  youth. 

I  was  also  introduced  to  the  families  of 
James  Harford,  John  Lury,  Matthew 
Wright,  Philip  Debell  Tucket,  Thomas 
Bonville,  and  John  Waring ;  all  of  whom 
were  of  the  same  religious  society.  I  gained 
an  introduction,  also,  soon  afterwards,  to 
George  Fisher.  These  were  my  first  and 
only  acquaintance  at  Bristol  for  some  time. 
I  derived  assistance  in  the  promotion  of  my 
object  from  all  of  them ;  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  pleasing  reflection,  that  the  friendships 
then  formed  have  been  kept  alive  to  the 
present  time. 

The  objects  I  had  marked  down  as  those 
to  be  attended  to,  were — to  ascertain  what 
were  the  natural  productions  of  Africa,  and, 
if  possible,  to  obtain  specimens  of  them, 
with  a  view  of  forming  a  cabinet  or  collec« 
tion— to  procure  as  much  information  as  I 
could,  relative  to  the  manner  of  obtaining 

slaves 
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slaves  on  the  continent  of  Africa,  mtrsms- 
porting  them  to  the  West  Intlies,  and  of 
treating;;  thcin  there — to  prevail  upon  per- 
sons, having  a  knowledge  of  any  or  all  of 
these  circumstances,  to  come  forward  to  be 
examined  as  evidences  before  parliament,  if 
such  an  examination  should  take  place  — to 
make  myself  still  better  acquainted  with 
the  loss  of  seamen  in  the  Slave-trade — also 
with  the  loss  of  those  who  were  employed 
in  the  other  trades  from  tlie  same  port—to 
know  the  n;iture,  and  qusintity,  and  value 
tof  the  imports  and  exports  of  goods  in  the 
ibrmer  case;*— there  were  some  other  objects, 
which  I  classed  under  the  head  of  Miscel- 
laneous. 

In  my  first  movements  about  this  city,  I 
found  that  people  talked  very  openly  on  the 
subject  of  the  Slave-trade.  They  seemed  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  the  various  cir- 
cumstances belonging  to  it.  There  were 
facts,  in  short,  in  every  body's  mouth,  con- 
cerning it ;  and  every  body  seemed  to  exe- 
crate it,  though  no  one  thought  of  its  abo- 
lition. In  this  state  of  things  I  perceive^ 
^at  jny  course  was  obvious ;  for  I  h:*d 
little 
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little  else  to  do,  in  pursuing  two  or  three  of 
my  objects,  than  to  trace  the  foxindation  of 
those  reports  which  were  in  circulation* 

On  the  third  of  July  I  heard  that  the 
ship  Brothers*,  then  lying  in  King-road  for 
Africa,  could  not  get  her,  seamen,  and  that 
a  party  which  had  been  put  on  board,  be- 
coming terrified  by  the  prospect  of  their 
situation,  had  left  her  on  Sunday  momiag. 
On  inquiring  further,  I  found  that  those 
who  had  navigated  her  on  her  last  voyage, 
thirty- two  of  whom  had  died,  had  been  so 
dreadfully   used   by  the  captain,    that  he 
could  not  get  hands  in  the  present.     It  was 
added,  that  the  treatment  of  seamen  was  a 
crying  evil  in  this  trade,  and  that  eonse^ 
quently  few  would  enter  into  it,  so  that 
there  was  at  b\}  times  a  great  difficulty  in 
piDCuring  them,  though  they  were  ready 
enough  to  enter  into  other  trades. 

The  relation  of  these  circumstances  made 
me  acquainted  with  two  things,  of  which  I 
had  not  before  heard ;  namely,  the  aversion 

*  I  abstain  from  mentioning  the  names  of  the  captain 
of  this  or  of  other  vesseU,  lest  the  recording  of  them 
Ishould  give  pain  to  relatives  who  can  have  had. no  share 
in  their  guilt. 

of 
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of  seamen  to  engage,  and  the  bad  usage  of 
thein  when  engaged,  in  this  cruel  trade ; 
into  both  which  I  determined  imniediacely 
to  inquire. 

I  conceived  that  it  became  me  to  be  very 
cautious  about  giving  ear  too  readily  to 
reports ;  and  therefore,  as  I  could  easily  learn 
the  truth  of  one  of  the  assertions  which 
had  been  made  to  me,  1  thought  it  prudent 
to  ascertain  this,  and  to  judge,  by  the  disco- 
very I  should  make  concerning  it,  what 
degree  of  credit  might  be  due  to  the  rest. 
Accordingly,  by  means  of  my  late  friend, 
Truman  Harford,  the  eldest  son  of  the  re- 
spectable family  of  that  name,  to  which  I 
have  already  mentioned  myself  to  have  been 
introduced,  I  gained  access  to  the  muster- 
roll  of  the  ship  Brothers.  On  looking  over 
the  names  of  her  last  crew,  I  found  the 
melancholy  truth  confirmed,  that  thirty-two 
of  them  had  been  placed  among  the  dead. 

Having  ascertained  this  circumstance,  1 
became  eager  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  others,  but  more  particularly  of  the 
treatment  of  one  of  the  seamen,  which,  as  it 
was  reported  to  me,  exceeded  all  belief.  His 
name  was  John  Dean ;  he  was  a  Black  man, 
1  but 
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but  free.  The  report  was,  that  for  a  trifling 
circumstance,  for  which  he  was  in  no-wise 
to  blame,  the  captain  had  fastened  him  with 
his  belly  to  the  deck,  and  that,  in  this  situ«* 
ation,  he  had  poured  hot  pitch  upon  his 
back,  and  made  incisions  in  it  with  hot 
tongs. 

Before,  however,  I  attempted  to  learn  the 
truth  of  this  barbarous  proceeding,  .  I 
thought  I  would  look  into  the  ship's  muster* 
roll,  to  see  if  I  could  find  the  name  of  such 
a  man.  On  examination  I  found  it  to .  be 
the  last  on  the  list.  John  Dean,  it  appeared, 
had  been  one  of  the  original  crew,  having 
gone  on  board,  from  Bristol,  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  July,  1785. 

On  inquiring  where  Dean  was  to  be 
found,  my  informant  told  me  th^t  he  had 
lately  left  Bristol  for  London.  I  was  shown, 
however,  to  the  house  where  he  had 
lodged.  The  name  of  his  landlord  was 
Donovan.  On  talking  with  him  on  the 
subject,  he  assured  me  that  the  report  which 
I  had  heard  was  true ;  for  that  while  he 
resided  with  him  he  had  heard  an  account 
of  his  usage  from  some  of  his  ship-mates, 

and 
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and  that  he  had  »fcen  looked  at  his  scarred 
and  mutilated  back. 

Otiinqulyingof  Donovanif  any  other  per- 
son in  Bristol  could  corroborate  this  account, 
Jie  rcierrcd  me  to  a  reputable  tradesman  liv- 
ing in  the  Market-place,  Having  been  intro- 
duced to  him,  he  told  me  that  he  had  long 
known  John  Dean  to  be  a  sober  and  industri- 
ous man ;  that  he  had  seen  the  terrible  inden- 
tures on  hia  back ;  and  that  tliey  were  said 
to  have  been  made  by  the  captain,  in  the 
manner  related,  during  his  last  voyage. 

While  I  was  investigating  this  matter 
further,  I  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Sydenham 
Tcast,  a  respectable  ship-builder  in  Rristol, 
and  the  owner  of  vessels  trading  to  Africa 
in  the  natural  productions  of  that  country. 
I  mentioned  to  htm  by  accident  what  I  had 
heard  relative  to  the  treatment  of  John 
Dean.  He  said  it  was  true.  An  attorney* 
ia  London  had  then  taken  up  his  cause,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  captain  bad  been 

.•  I  aflerwarJs  found  out  this  attorney.  He  dcscrilied 
Ihe  transaction  to  me,  as,  by  report,  it  had  taken  place, 
taiA  informed  tne  that  he  had  made  the  captain  of  ih^ 
brothers  pay  for  bis  barLarJty. 

prevented 
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prevented  from  sailing,  till  he  could  find 
persons  who  would  be  answerable  for  tha 
damages  which  might  be  awarded  againiC 
him  in  a  court  of  law.  Mr.  Teast  further 
said,  that,  not  knowing,  at  chat  time,  the 
cruelty  of  the  transaction  to  its  full  extent, 
he  himself  had  been  one  of' the  securities 
for  the  captain  at  the  request  of  the  purser* 
of  the  ship.  Finding,  however,  afterwards, 
that  it  was  as.  the  public  had  stated,  he  was 
sorry  that  he  had  ever  interfered  in  such^  ^ 
barbarous  case.  ^  1 1 

This  transaction,  which  I  now  believed^ 
to  be  true,  had  the  effect  of  preparing  jxm 
for  crediting  whatever  I  might  hear  con^^^ 
cerning  the  barbarities  said  to  be  practised: 
in  this  trade.  It  kindled  also  a  fire  of  inr^ 
dagnation  within  me,  and  produced  in  me^ 
both  anxiety  and  spirit  to  proceed.  Bq^ 
^hat  which  excited  these  feelrngs  the  mosc,^ 
was  the  consideration,  that  the  purser  of/ 
this  ship,  knowing,  as  he  did,  of  this  act  of: 
cruelty,  should  ^ave  sent  out  this  monster 

•  The  purser  of  a  ship,  at  Bristol,  is  the  person  who 
inatiaged  the  ouit^t,  as  well  ar  the  trtJe,  and  who  ir 
otten  in  part  owner  of  her.  ;  .•    *  ^   -jJ 

again- 
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again.  This,  I  own,  made  me  thluk  chat 
there  was  a  system  of  bad  usage  to  be 
deliberatelj-  practised  upon  the  seamen  in 
this  employment,  for  some  purpose  or  other 
which  I  could  then  neither  comprehend  nor 
ascertain. 

'  But  while  I  was  in  pursuit  of  this  one 
object,  I  was  not  unmindful  of  the  others 
which  I  had  marked  out  for  myself.  I 
had  already  procured  an  interview,  as  I 
have  mentioned,  with  Mr.  Sydenham 
Teast,  I  had  done  this  with  a  view  of 
learning  from  liim  what  were  the  different 
productions  of  the  continent  of  Africa,  as 
far  as  he  had  been  able  to  aRcertaln  from  the 
imports  by  his  own  vessels.  He  was  very 
open  and  communicative.  He  had  imported 
iTory,  red-wood,  cam-wood,  and  gum  copal. 
He  purposed  to  Import  palm  oil.  He  ob- 
aerved  that  bees-wax  might  be  collected  also 
upon  the  coast.  Of  his  gum  copal  he  gave 
me  a  specimen.  He  furnished  me  also  with 
two  different  specimens  of  unknown  woods, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  being  useful. 
One  of  his  captains,  he  informed  me,  had 
been  told  by  the  natives,  that  cotton,  pint 
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in  the  pod,  grew  in  their  country.  He  was 
of  opinion,  that  many  valuable  productions 
might  be  found  upon  this  continent. 

Mr.  Biggs,  to  whom  I  gained  an  intro- 
duction also,  was  in  a  similar  trade  with 
Mr.  Teast;    that  is,  he  had  one  or  two 
vessels,  which  skimmed,  as  it  were,  the 
coast  and  rivers,  for  what  they  could  get  of 
the  produce  of  Africa,  without  having  any 
concern  in  the  trade  for  slaves.     Mn  Biggs 
gave  me  a  specimen  of  gum  Senegal,  of 
yellow  wood,  and  of  Malaguetta  and  Cay- 
enne pepper.     He  gave  me  also  small  pieces 
of  cloth  made  and  dyed  by  the  natives,  the 
colours  of  which  they  could  only  have  ob- 
tained from  materials  in  their  own  country. 
Mr.  Biggs  seemed   to  be  assured,   that   if 
proper  persons  were  sent  to  Africa  on  dis- 
covery,  they  would  find  a  rich  mine  of 
wealth  in  the  natural  productions  of  it,  and 
in  none  more  advantageous  to  this  as    a 
manufacturing   nation,   than  in  the  many 
beautiful  dyes  which  it  might  furnish. 

From  Thomas  Bonville  I  collected  two 
specimens  of  cloth  made  by  the  natives, 
and  from  others  a  beautiful  piece  of  tulip* 

wood, 
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wootl,  a  small  piece  of   wood    similar    to 
mahogany,  and  a  sample  of  fine  rice,  all  of 

fwhjcli   had  been  brought  from  the    same 
continent. 

Among  the  persons  whom  I  found  out  at 
Bristol,  and  from  whom  I  derived  assist;mre, 

■  were  Dr.  Camplin,  and  the  celebrated  Dean 
Tucker.  The  former  was  my  warm  dL'fciul- 
er  J  for  the  West-Indian  and  African  mer- 
chants, as  soon  as  they  discovered  my  er- 
rand, began  to  calumniate  me.  The  Dean 
though  in  a  very  adv;inced  age,  felt  himself 
mi.ich  interested  in  my  pursuit.  He  hud 
long  moved  in  the  political  world  himself,- 
and  was  desirous  of  hearing  of  w!i:it  was 
going  forward  that  was  new  in  it,  but  par- 
ticularly about  so  desirable  a  measure  as 
that  of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade*. 
Me  introduced  me  to  the  Custom-house  at 
Uristol.  He  used  to  call  upon  me  at  the 
Merchants'  Hall,  while  I  was  transcribing  the 
muster-rolls  of  the  ■Seamen  there.     In  short, 

"  Dmii  Tucker,  m  liia  Rcileclioiia  on  the  DUptitcs 
between  Great  Britain  aud  IrtlanJ,  published  in  1783, 
had'  passed  a  severe  cnisurt:  un  the  British  planters  fur 
ibc  iuliunian  ircaUncm  of  llieir  slaves. 

he 
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he  seemed  to  be  interested  in  all  my  move- 
ments.  He  became  also  a  warm  supporter 
both  of  me  and  of  my  cause. 

Among  others,  who  were  useful  to  me  in 
my  pursuit,  was  Mr.  Henry  Sulgar,  an  ami- 
able minister  of  the  gospel  belonging  to  the 
religious  society  of  the   Moravians  in  the 
same  city.  From  him  I  first  procured  authen- 
tic documents   relative  to  the  treacherous 
massacre  at  Calabar.   This  cruel  transaction 
had  been  frequently  mentioned  to  me ;  but 
as  it  had  taken  place  twenty  years  before,  I 
could  not  find  one  person  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  it,  nor  could  I  come,  in  a  satisfac- 
tory manner,  at  the  various  particulars  be- 
longing to  it.     My  friend,  however,  put  me 
in  possession  of  copies  of  the  real  deposi- 
tions which  had  been  taken  in  the  case  of 
the  King  against   Lippincott    and    others, 
relative  to    this  event,   namely,,  of  captain 
Floyd,  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  who  had  been 
a  witness  to  the  scene,  and  of  Ephraim  Ro 
bin  John,  and  of  Ancona  Robin  Robin  John, 
two  African  chiefs,   who  had  been  sufferers 
by  it.      These  depositions  had  been  taken 
before  Jacob  Kirby,  and  Thomas  Symons, 
esquires,  commissioners  at  Bristol  for  taking 
VOL.  I.  X  affida- 


a06  THE  HISTORY  OF   THE 

affidavits  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench. 
The  tragedy,  of  which  they  gave  a  circum- 
stantial account,  I  shall  present  to  the  reader 
in  SLA  conciee  a  manner  as  I  can.  ' 

In  the  year  1767,  the  ships  Indian  Queen, 
Duke  of  Yorlc,  Nancy,  aatt  Concord,  of 
Bristol,  the  Edgar,  of  Liverpool,  and  the 
Canterbury,  of  London,  lay  in  old  Calabar 
river. 

Ithappened  atthis  tliTic,that  a  quarrel  sub- 
sisted between  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Old  Town  and  those  of  New  Town,  Old  Ca- 
labai",  which  had  originated  in  a  jealousy  re- 
specting slaves.  "The  captains  of  the  vessels 
now  meniioned  joined  in  sending  several 
letters  to  the  inhabitants  of  Old  Town,  but 
particularly  to  Ephraim  Robin  John,  who 
■was  at  tliat  time  a  grandee  or  principal  in- 
habitant of  the  place.  The  tenor  of  these  let- 
ters was,  that  they  were  sorry  that  any  jea- 
lousy or  quarrel  should  subsist  between  the 
tjvo  parties  ;  that  if  the  inliabitants  of  Old 
Xown  would  come  on  board,  they  would 
afTord  tlieni  security  and  protection  ;  adding 
at  the  same  time,  that  their  intention  in  in- 
viting them  was,  that  they  might  become 
mediators,   and  thus    heal    cheir  disputes. 

The 
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I 

The  inhabitants  of  Old  Town,  happy  .to 
find  chat  their  differences  were  likely  to  be" 
accommodated,  joyfully  accepted  the'iavka- 
tion.  The  three  brothers  of  the  grandee 
just  mentioned,  the  eldest  of  whom  was 
Amboe  Robin  John,  first  entered  their  canoe,- 
attended  by  twenty-seven  others,  and,  being 
followed  by  nine  canoes,  directed  their 
course  to  the  Indian  Queen.  Tl>cy  were 
dispatched  from  thence  the  next  morning, 
to  the  Edgar,  and  afterwards  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  on  board  of  which  they  wenty 
leaving  their  canoe  and  attendants  by  thcF 
side  of  the  same  vessel.  Iri  the  mean  timer 
the  people  on  board  the  other  canoes  wera 
cither  distributed  on  board,  or  lying  close  to^ 
the  other  ships^ 

This  being  the?  situation  of  the  three' 
brothers,  and  of  the  principal  inhiibitantft* 
i>f  the  place,  the  treachery  now  began  to  ap- 
pear.  The  crew  of  the  Duke  of  York,  aided 
by  the  captain  and  n^atcs,  and  afmed  with- 
pistols  and  cuttasses',  rushed  into  the  caLioy 
with  an  intent  to  seize  the  persons^  of  their 
three  innocent  and  unsuspicious  guests^ 
The  unhappy  men,alarn>ed  at  this  violation: 
of  the  rights  of  hospitality^  and  stfuck  witl> 

.     X  2  astonish- 
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astonishment  at  the  behaviour  of  their  snp- 
I  posed  friends,  attempted  to  escape  through 
■^^18  cabin  windows,  bnt  being  wounded 
Pflfrere  obliged  to  desisr,  and  to  submit  to  be 
ut  in  irons. 

■In  the  same  moment,  in  which  this  atro- 
cious attempt  had  beni  made,  an  order  had 
been  given  to  fire  upon  the  canoe,  which 
was  then  lying  by  the  side  of  the  Duke  of 
W  York.  The  canoe  soon  filled  and  sunk,  and 
the  vrrctc!ied  attendants  were  either  seized, 
tilled,  or  drowned.  Most  of  the  other  ships 
follovvcii  the  example.  Great  numbers  were 
additionally  killed  and  drowned  on  the  oc- 
casion, and  others  were  swimming  to  the 
shore. 

At  this  juncture  the  inhabitant*  of  Ne* 
Town,  who  had  concealed  themselves  in  the 
bushes  by  the  water-side,  and  between 
whom  an<t  the  commanders  of  the  vessel* 
the  plan  had  been  previously  concerted,  came 
out  from  their  hiding-places,  and,  embark- 
ing in  their  canoes,  made  for  such  as  were 
swimming  from  t lie  fire  of  the  ships.  The 
ihips*  boats  alsfo  were  manned,  and  joined 
in  the  pursuit.  They  butchered  the  greatest 
part  of  those  whom  they  caught.    Many 

dead 
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dead  bodies  were  soon  seen  upon  the  sands, 
and  others  were  floating  upon  the  water ; 
and  including  those  who  were  seized  and 
carried  off,  and  those  who  were  drowned 
and  killed,  either  by  the  firing  of  the  ships 
or  by  the  people  of  New  Town,  three  hun- 
dred  were  lost  to  the  inhabitants  of  Old 
Town  on  that  day. 

The  carnage,  which  I  have  been  now  de- 
scribing, was  scarcely  over,  when  a  canoe, 
full  of  the  principal  people  of  New  Town, 
who  had  been  the  promoters  of  the  scheme, 
dropped  along-side  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
They  demanded  the  person  of  Amboe  Robin 
John,  the  brother  of  the  grandee  of  Old 
Town,  and  the  eldest  of  the  three  on  board. 
The  unfortunate  man  put  the  palms  of  his 
hands  together,  and  beseeched  the  com- 
mander of  the  vessel,  that  he  would  not 
violate  the  rights  of  hospitality  by  giving  up 
an  unoffending  stranger  to  his  enemies.  But 
no  entreaties  could  avail.  The  commander 
received  from  the  New  Town  people  a  slave, 
of  the  name  of  Econg,  in  his  stead,  and 
then  forced  him  into  the  canoe,  where  his 
head  was  immediately  struck  off  in  the  sight 
of  the  crew,  and  of  his  afflicted  and  discon- 


solate 
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solace  brothers.  As  for  them,  they  escaped 
his  fate;  but  they  wore  carried  off  with  their 
attendants  to  the  West  Indies,  and  sold  tor 
slaves. 

TJie  knowledge  of  this  tragical  event  now 
fully  confirmed  me  in  the  sentiment,  that 
the  hearts  of  those,  who  were  concei'ned  in 
tliistr.itSc,  became  unusually  hardened,  and 
that  1  might  readily  believe  any  atrocitic;., 
however  great,  which  might  be  related  of 
them.  It  made  also  my  blood  bull  as  it 
were  within  me.  It  gave  a  new  spring  to 
my  exertions.  And  I  rejoiced,  sorrowful 
as  I  otherwise  was,  that  I  had  visited  Bristol, 
if  it  had  been  only  to  gain  an  accurate  state- 
inenc  of  this  one  fact. 

In  pursuing  my  objects,  I  found  that  re- 
ports were  current,  that  the  crew  of  the 
Alfred  slave-vessel,  which  had  just  returned, 
had  been  barbarously  used,  but  particularly 
a  young  mail  of  the  name  of  Thomas,  who 
had  served  as  tlie  surgeon's  mate  on  board 
her.  The  report  was,  that  he  had  been  re- 
peatedly knocked  down  by  the  captain;  that 
he  had  become  in  consequence  of  his  ill 
usage  so  weary  of  his  life,  that  he  had  three 
times  jumped  ovej*  board  to  destroy  it ;  that 
4  on 
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on  being  taken  up  the  last  time  he  had  been 
chained  to  the  deck  of  the  ship,  in  which 
situation  he  had  remained  night  and  day 
for  some  time;  that  in  consequence  of  this- 
his  health  had  been  greatly  impaired ;  .and 
that  it  was  supposed  he  could  not  long  sur« 
.vive  this  treatment. 

It  was  with  great  difficulty,  notwithstand-^ 
ing  alLmy  inquiries,  that  I  could  trace  this 
person,  I  discovered  him,  however,  at  last. 
He  was  confined  to  his  bed  when  I  saw  him^ 
and  appeared  to  me  to  be  delirious.  I  could 
collect  nothing  from  himself  relative  to  the 
particulars  of  his  treatment.  In  his  inteFit 
vals  of  sense,  he  exclaimed  against  the  cruelty 
both  of  the  captain  and  of  the  chief  mate^' 
and  pointing  to  his  legs,  thighs  and,  body, 
which  were  all  wrapped  up  in  flannel,  he 
endeavoured  to  convince  me  how  much  hf 
had  suffered  there.  At  one  time  he  said  he 
forgave  them.  At  another  he  asked,  if  I 
came  to  befriend  him.  At  another  he  looked 
wildly,  and  asked  if  I  meant  to  take  the 
captain's  part  and  to  kill  him. 

I  was  greatly  affected  by  the  situation  of 
this  poor  man,  whose  image  haunted  me 
both  night  and  day,  and  I  was  meditatiqg 

how 
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how  most  effectually  to  assist  him,  when 
_liieai'd  that  he  was  dead. 

I  was  very  desirous  of  tracing  something 
iircher  on  this  subject,   when  Walter  Chan- 
Idler,  of  the  society  of  the  Quakers,  who  had 
I  been  daily  looking  out  for  intelligence  for 
I  tae,  brought  a  young  man   to  me  of  the 
name  of  Dixon.     He  had  been  one   of  the 
L  crew   of  the  same  sliip.     He  told  me  the 
I  particulars  of  the  treatment  of  Thomiis,  with 
kvery  little  variation  from,  those  contained  in 
'  the  public  report.  After  cross-examining  him 
in  the  best  manner  I  was  able,   I  could  find 
pno  inconsistency  in  his  account. 

I  asked  Dixon,  how  the  captain  came  to 
treat  the  surgeon's  mate  in  particular  so  ill, 
He  8aid  he  had  rreated  them  all  much  alike, 
A  person  of  the  name  of  Bulpin,  he  believed, 
iras  the  only  one  who  had  escaped  bad 
usage  in  the  ship.  With  respect  to  himself, 
he  had  been  cruelly  used  so  early  as  in  the 
outwa'rd  bound  passage,  which  had  occa^ 
sioned  him^  to  jump  overboard.  When  taken 
up  he  was  put  into  ii-ons,  and  kept  in  these 
■for  a  considerable  time.  He  was  afterwards 
ill  used  at  different  times,  and  even  so  late 
as  within  three  or  four  days  pf  Jus  return  to 
i.  port. 


n 
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port.  For  just  before  the  Alfred  made  the 
island  of  Lundy,  he  was  struck  by;^^ he  cap* 
tain,  who  cut  his  under  lip  into  two.  He 
aaid  that  it  had  bled  so  much,  that  the  cap* 
tain  expressed  himself  as  if  much  alarmed ; 
and  having  the  expectation  of  arriving  soon 
at  Bristol,  he  had  promised  to  make  him* 
amends,  if  he  would  hold  his  peace.  This 
he  said  he  had  hitherto  done,  but  he  had 
received  no  recompense.  In  confirm«itioa 
of  his  own  usage,  he  desired  me  to  examine 
his  lip,  which  I  had  no  occasion  to  do, 
having  already  perceived  it,  for  the  wound 
was  apparently  almost  fresh. 

I  asked  Dixon,  if  there  was  any  person  in 
Bristol,  besides  himself,  who  could  confirm 
to  me  this  his  own  treatment,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  other  unfortunate  man  who  wai 
now  dead.  lie  referred  me  to  a  seaman  of 
-the  name  of  Matthew  Pyke.  T}iis  person^ 
when  brought  to  me,  not  only  related 
readily  the  particulars  of  the  usage  in  both 
cases,  as  I  have  now  stated  them,  but  that 
which  he  received  himself.     He  said  that 

■ 

his  own  arm  had  been  broken  by  the  chief 
mate  in  Black  River,  Jamaica,  and  that 
\i^  l^ad  also  by  ;he  captain's  orders,  though 

ppntranp 
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contrary  to  the  practice  in  merchant 
sets,  befen  severely  flogged.  His  arm  ap- 
peared to  be  then  in  pain.  And  I  had  a 
proof  of  the  punishment  by  an  inspection 
of  Iiis  back. 

I  asked  Matthew  Fyke,  if  the  crew  in  ge- 
neral had  been  treated  in  a  cruel  manner. 
He  replied,  they  had,  except  James  Bulpin. 
1  then  asked  where  James  Bulpin  was  to  be 
found.  He  told  me  where  he  had  lodged, 
but  feared  he  had  gone  home  to  his  friends 
in  Somersetshire.  I  think,  somewhere  in 
the  nwghbourhood  of  Bridgcwater. 

I  thought  it  prudent  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  characters  of  Thomas, 
Dixon,  and  Matthew  Pyke,  before  I  went 
further.  The  two  former  I  found  were 
•trangers  in  Bristol,  and  I  could  collect  no- 
thing about  them.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  the  place,  had  served  his  time  as  a  sea- 
man ft-om  the  port,  and  was  reputed  of  fair 
character. 

My  next  business  was  to  see  James  Bulpin. 
I  fomid  him  just  setting  off  for  the  country. 
He'  stopped,  however,  to  converse  with  me. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  very  respectable 
appearance  and  of  mild  manners.  His  ap- 
pearance. 


ve«-        I 

ap-  1 
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pMrance,  indeed,  gave  me  reason  to  hope 
that  I  might  depend  upon  Kis  statements ; 
but  I  was  most  of  all  influenced  by  the  con- 
sideration, that,  never  having  been  ill-used 
himsulf,  he  could  have  no  inducement  to 
go  beyond  the  bounds  of  truth  on  this  oc- 
casion«  He  gave  me  a  melancholy  con* 
firmation  of  all  the  three  cases.  He  told 
me  also  that  one  Joseph  Cunningham  had 
been  a  severe  suflferer,  and  that  there  was 
reason  to  fear  that  Charles  Horseler,  another 
of  the  cr6w,  had  been  so  severely  beaten 
over  the  breast  with  a  knotted  end  of  a  rope 
(whiclh  end  was  of  the  size  of  a  large  ball, 
and  had  been-  made  on  purpose)  that  he  died 
of  it.  To  this  he  added,  that  it  was  now  a 
notorious  fact,  that  the  captain  of  the  Alfred, 
when  mate  of  a  slave-ship,  had  been  tried 
at  Barbadoes  for  the  murder  of  one  of  the 
crew,  with  whom  he  had  sailed,  but  that  he 
escaped  by  bribing  the  principal  witness  to 
disappear^. 

*  Mr.  Sampson,  who  was  sprgcoi^'s  mate  of  xhe  ship, 
in  which  the  captain  had  thus  served  as  a  mate^  con-  ^ 
firmed  to  me  afterwards  this  assertion,  having  often  heard 
him  boast  in  the  cabin,    **  bow  be  had  tricked  the  \^w 
Qfi  that  occasion/' 

The 
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The  reader  will  see,  the  further  I  went  mco 
the  history  of  this  voyage,  the  more  dismal 
it  became.  One  miserable  account,  when 
Examined,  only  brought  up  another.  I  saw 
no  end  to  inquiry.  I'he  great  question  was, 
what  was  I  to  do  ?  I  thought  the  best  thing 
would  be  to  get  the  Captain  apprehended,  ajid 
make  him  stand  his  trial  either  for  the  mur- 
der of  Thomas  or  of  Charles  Horscler,  I 
communicated  with  the  late  Mr.  Burges,  an 
eminent  attorney  and  the  deputy  town-clerk, 
on  this  occasion.  He  had  shown  an  attach- 
ment to  me  on  account  of  the  cause  I  had 
undertaken,  and  had  given  me  prirately 
assistance  in  it.  I  say  privately;  because, 
knowing  the  sentiments  of  many  of  the 
corporate  body  at  Bristol,  under  whom  he 
acted,  he  was  fearful  of  coming  forward 
in  an  open  manner.  His  advice  to  me 
was,  to  take  notes  of  the  case  for  my 
own  private  conviction,  but  to  take  no 
public  cognizance  of  it.  He  said  that  sea- 
men, as  soon  as  their  wages  were  ex- 
pended, must  be  off  to  sea  again.  They 
fiouLd  not  generally,  as  landsmen  do,  main- 
tain themselves  on  shore.  Hence  I  should 
]>e  pbjiged  to  keep  the  whole  crew  at  my 

own 
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otJisi  expense  till  the  day  of  trial,  which 
might  ixot  be  for  months  to  come.  He 
doubted  not  that,  in  the  interim,  the  mer- 
chants and  others  would  inveigle  many  of 
them  away  by  making  them  boatswains  and 
other  inferior  officers  in  some  of  their  ships; 
so  that,  when  the  day  of  trial  should  come^ 
I  should  find  my  witnesses  dispersed  and 
gone.  He  observed  moreover,  that,  if  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  ship  had  any  notion  of 
going  out  again  under  the  same  owners  *, 
I  should  have  all  these  against  me.  Td 
which  he  added  that,  if  I  were  to  make  a 
point  of  taking  up  the  cause  of  those  whom 
I  found  complaining  of  hard  usage  in  this 

*  The  seamen  of  the  Alfred  informed  the  purser  of 

their    ill    usaj^c,       Maithcvr    Pyke    not    only    showed 

.  '  •  ... 

him  his  arm  and  his  back,  but  acquainted  bim   with 

the  murder  of  Charles  Horscler,  etating  that  he  had  the 

instrument  of  his  death  in  his  possession,     Tlie  purser 

seemed  more  alive  to  this  than  to  any  other  circumstance^ 

and  wished  to  get  it  from  him.     Pyke,  however,  haui 

given  it  tome,     hiow  what  will  the  re«ader  think,  when 

he  is  iiifomiefi  that  the  purser,  after  all  this  knowledge  of 

the  captain's  cmelty,  sent  him  out  again,  and  that  ha 

was  the  same  person,  who  was  purser  of  the  Brothers, 

and  who  had  also  sent  out  the  captain   of  that  ship  a 

second  tin»e,  as  has  been  related,  notwithstanding  h\» 

faourbarities  in  former  voyages  !  I 

trade, 
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trade,  I  must  take  up  that  of  nearly  all  who 
sailed  in  it ;  for  that  he  only  knew  of  one 
captain  from  the  port  in  the  Slave-trade, 
■who  did  not  deserve  long  ago  to  be  hanged. 
,  Hence  I  should  get  into  a  labyrinth  of  ex- 
pense, and  difficulty,  and  uncasint'ss  of 
mind,  from  whence  I  should  not  easily  find 
a  clew  to  guide  me. 

This  advice,  though  it  was  judicious,  and 
'founded  on  a  knowledge  of  Law-proceed- 
JBDgs,  1  found  it  very  difficult  to  adopt.  My 
own  disposition  was  naturally  such,  that 
whatever  1  engaged  ifi  1  followed  with  more 
than  ordinary  warmth,  i  could  not  be 
supposed  therefore,  aflected  and  interested 
as  I  then  was,  to  be  cool  and  tranquil  on 
this  occasion.  And  yet  what  would  my 
worthy  friend  have  said,  if  in  this  first  in- 
stance I  had  opposed  him  ?  I  had  a  very 
severe  struggle  in  my  own  feelings  on  this 
account.  At  length,  though  reluctantly,  I 
obeyed.  But  as  the  passions,  which  agitate 
the  human  mind,  wlien  it  is  greatly  in- 
flamed, must  have  a  vent  somewhere,  or 
must  work  off  as  it  were,  or  in  workiiig  to- 
gether must  produce  some,  new  passion  or 
effect;  so  I  found  the  ra^e,  wliich  had  been 
kindling 
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Jkindling  within  me,  subsiding  into  the  most 
determined  resolutions  of  future  increased 
activity  and  perseverance.  I  began  now  to 
think  that  the  day  was  not  long  enough  for 
me  to  labour  in.  I  regretted  often  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  which  suspended  my  work, 
and  I  often  welcomed  that  of  the  morning, 
which  restored  m6  to  it.  When  I  felt  my- 
self weary,  I  became  refreshed  by  the  thought 
of  what  I  was  doing  ;  when  disconsolate,  I 
was  comforted  by  it.  I  lived  in  hope  that 
every  day's  labour  would  furnish  me  with 
that  knowledge,  which  would  bring  this 
evil  nearer  to  its  end ;  and  I  worked  oo^ 
under  these  feelings,  regarding  neither  trou-« 
ble  nor  danger  in  the  pursuit. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


ylulhor  confer suith  the  iiihabhanis  of  Bridgeivaler 
relative  io  n  petil'wn  to  fmrliamait  hi  behalf  of  the 
obolUian — returns  ti>  Urlslol — discovers  a  scan- 
daloii4  mode  of  jirocuriti^  seamenfor  t/ie  Slave- 
trade — and  uf  paying  them  —  viah-s  «  coiajmra' 
the  lieip  offfirir  lo^  in  ihlt  and  in  oiJwr  trades — 

" pronircs  imports  and  exporlt- — examines  the  con- 
struction and  nd/rii-a^wpmevt  of  S/m^e-sMjis — 
tflhe  Fiy  and  N<'fii>nie — Di/pculty  of  pfoctiring 

_  et'ideno! — 'Case  of  Gardiner  of  the  Pilgrim — of 
Arnold  of  the  Ri:l-ij — some  purticuluis  of  the 
latter  in  his  former  voijages. 

Having  heard  by  accident,  tliat  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  of  Bridgewater  had  sent 
a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
year  1785,  for  the  aboHtion  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  as  has  been  rehired  in  a  former  part 
of  the  work,  I  determined,  while  my  feel- 
ings were  wann,  to  go  there,  and  to  try  to 
find  out  those  who  had  been  concerned  in 
it,  and  to  confer  with  them  as  tlie  tried 
friends  of  the  cause.  The  time  seemed  to 
■■'■'.'  me 
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jue  to  be  approaching,  when  the  public  voice 
should  be  raised  against  this  enormous  eviL 
I  was  sure  that  it  was  only  necessary  for  the 
inhabitants  of  this  favoured  island  to  know' 
it,  to  feel  a  just  indignation  against  it.  Ac-^ 
cordingly  I  set  off.  My  friend  George  Fisher^ 
who  was  before  mentioned  to  have  been  oif 
the  religious  society  of  the  Quakers,  gav^ 
me  an  introduction  to  the  respectable  family 
of  Ball,  which  was  of  the  same  religious  per* 
suasion.  ,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Sealey,  Anstice^ 
Crandon,  Chubb,  and  others.  I  laid  opeil 
to  those,  whom  I  saw,  the  discoveries  I  had 
made  relative  to  the  loss  and  ill  treatnient  of 
seamen  ;  at  which  they  seemed  to  be  much 
moved ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that,  if  it  should 
be  thought  a  proper  measure,  (of  which  I 
would  inform  them  when  I  had  consulted 
the  committee,)  a  second  petition  should  be 
sent  to  Parliament  from  the  inhabitaiiis, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade* 
With  this  view  I  left  them"  several  of  my 
Summary  Views,  before  mentioned,  to  dis- 
tribute, that  the  inhabitants  might  know 
more  particularly  the  nature  of  the  evil, 
against  which  they  were  going  to  complain. 
On  my  return  to  Bristol,  I  determined  to 
voL«  I*  Y  inquire 


.-  / 
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inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  ri 
seamen  had  an  aversion  to  enter,  and  diat 
they  were  inveigled,  if  not  often  forced, 
into  this  hateful -employment.  For  this  pur- 
pose I  was  introduced  to  a  landlord  of  the 
banic  of  Thompson,  who  kept  a  pubUc- 
housc  called  the  Seven  Stars.  He  was  a 
,  very  intelligent  man,  was  accustomed  to  re- 
ceive sailors,  when  discharged  at  the  end  of 
their  voyages,  and  to  board  them  till  their 
vessels  went  out  again,  ^or  to  £ad  thcnx 
births  in  others.  He  avoided  however  all 
connection  witli  the  Slave-trade,  declaring 
that  the  credit  of  his  house  would  be  ruined, 
if  he  were  known  to  send  those,  who  put 
themselves  under  his  care,  into  it. 

From  him  I  collected  the  truth  of  all  thac 
bad  been  stated  to  me  on  this  subject.  But 
(  cold  him  I  should  not  be  satisfied  until  I 
had  beheld  those  scenes  myself,  which  he 
had  described  to  me  ;  and  I  entreated  hliu 
.to  take  me  into  them,  saying  that  I  would 
reward  him  for  all  his  time  and  trouble,  and> 
that  I  would  never  forget  him  while  1  lived. 
To  thb  he  consented ;  and  as  three  or  fouc 
riave-vessels  at  this  time  were  preparing  for 
dieir  voyages,  it  was  time  that  we  shouJd 
begin 
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begin  our  rounds.  At  about  twelvii  at  night 
we  generally  set  out^  and  were  employed  till 
two  and  sometime^  three  in  the  mbming. 
He  led  me  from  one  of  those  public-houses 
to  another,  which  the  mates  of  the  slave- 
vessels  used  to  frequent  to  pick  up  their 
hands.  These  houses  were  in  Marsh-street, 
and  most  of  them  were  then  kept  by  Irish- 
men. The  scenes  witnessed  in  these  houses 
were  truly  distressing  to  me ;  and  yet,  if  I 
wished  to  know  practically  what  I  had  pur-^ 
posed^  I  could  not  avoid  them.  Music, 
dancing,  Hoting,  drunkenness,  and  profane 
swearing,  were  kept  Up  from  night  to  night.. 
The  young  ihariner,  if  a  stranger  to  the 
portj  and  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  Slave-trade,  was  sure  to  be  picked  up. 
The  novelty  of  the  voyages^the  superiority  of 
the  wages  in  this  over  any  other  trades,  and 
the  privileges  of  various  kinds,  were  set  be- 
fore him.  Gulled  in  this  manner  he  was 
frequently  enticed  to  the  boat,  which  was 
waiting  to  carry  him  away.  If  these  pro- 
spects did  not  attract  him,  he  was  plied  with 
liquor  till  he  became  intoxicated,  when  a 
bargain  was  made  over  him  between  the 
landlord  and  the  mate.     After  this  his  senses 

y  2  were 
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were  kept  in  such  a  constant  state  of  stupe- 
faction  by  the  liquor,  that  in  time  the  former 
might  do  with  him  what  he  pleased.  Sea- 
(nen  also  were  boarded  in  these  houses,  who, 
when  the  slave-ships  were  going  out,  but  at 
no  other  time,  were  encouraged  to  spend 
more  than  they  had  money  to  pay  for ;  and 
to  these,  when  they  had  thus  exceeded,  but 
cue  alternative  was  given,  namely,  a  slave- 
Tcssel,  or  a  gaol.  These  distressing  scenes 
1  found  myself  obliged  frequently  to  wit- 
ness, for  I  was  no  less  than  nineteen  times 
occupied  in  making  these  hateful  rounds. 
And  I  can  say  from  my  own  experience,  , 
and  all  the  information  I  could  collect  from 
Thompson  and  oth^rSj  that  no  such,  prac- 
tices were  in  use  to  ob&aib  seamea  for  other 
trades. 

The  treatment  of  the  seamen  erpplbyed  in 
the  Slave-trade  had  so  deeply  interested  me, 
and  now  the  manner  of  procuring.rthem, 
that  I  was  determined  to  make  rayself  ac* 
quainted  with  their  w^iole  history ;  for  I 
found  by  report,  that  they  were  not  only 
pereonally  ill-treated,  as  I  liavb  ah'cftdy  pain- 
fully described,  but  that  they  were  robbed 
by  artifice  of  those  wages,  which  had  beeij 

held 
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held  up  to  them  as  so  superior  in  this  ser* 
vice.  All  persons  were  obliged  to  sign  arti- 
cles, that,  in  case  they  should  die  or  be  dis-> 
charged  during  the  voyage,  the  wages  then 
due  to  them  should  be  paid  in  the  currency 
where  the  vessel  carried  her  slaves,  and  thi^t 
half  of  the  wages  due  to  them  on  their  atri- 
val  there  should  be  paid  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  that  they  were  never  permitted  to 
.read  over  the  articles  they  had  signed.  By 
means  of  this  iniquitous  practice  the  wagw^ 
in  the  Slave-trade,  though  nominally  higher 
in  order  to  induce  seamen  to  engage  in  it, 
were  actually  lower  than  in  other  trades. 
All  these  usages  I  ascertained  in  such  a 
manner,  that  no  person  could  doubt  the 
truth  of  tl\cin.  I  actually  obtained  possession  . 
^  of  "articles  of  agreement  belonging  to  these 
vessels,  which  had  been  signed  and  exe- 
cuted in  former  voyages.  I  made  the  mer« 
chants  themselves,  by  sending  those  seamen, 
who  had  claims  upon  them,  to  ask  for  their 
accounts  current  with  their  respective  ships, 
furnish  me  with  such  documents  as  would 
hav6  been  evidence  against  them  in  any  court 
of  law.  On  whatever  branch  of  the  system 
I  turned  my  eyes,  I  found  it  equally  bar- 
barous. 
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barous.     The  trade  was,  in  short,  one  masi; 
pf  iniquity  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

I  employed  myself  occasionally  in  the 
Merchants-hall,  in  making  copies  of  the 
ipusterTi^oUs  of  ships  sailing  to  di£ferent  parts 
of  the  world,  that  I  might  make  a  compa- 
rative view  of  the  loss  of  seamen  in  the  Slave- 
trade,  with  that  of  those  in  the  other  trades 
from  the  same  port.  The  result  of  this  em- 
ployment showed  me  the  importance  of  it : 
for,  when  I  considered  how  partial  the  in- 
habitants of  this  country  were  to  their  fel- 
low-citizqns,  the  seamen  belonging  to  it, 
and  in  what  estimation  the  members  of  the 
legislature  held  them,  by  enforcing  the  Na- 
vigation-Act:, which  they  considered  to  be 
the  bulwark  of  the  nation,  and  by  giving 
bounties  to  certain  trades,  that  these  might 
become  so  many  nurseries  for  the  marine, 
I  thought  it  of  great  importance  to  be  abk 
to  prove,  as  I  was  then  capable  of  doing, 
that  more  persons  would  be  found  dead  in 
three  slave-vessels  from  Bristol,  in  a  given 
time,  than  in  all  the  other  vessels  put  to- 
gether, numerous  as  they  were,  belonging 
to  the  same  port. 

I  procured  also  an  account  of  the  exports 

and 
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and  imports  for  the  year  1786,  by  means  of 
which  I  was  enabled  to  judge  of  the  com« 
parative  value  of  this  and  the  other  trades. 

■  •  ■ 

In  pursuing  another  object,  which  was 
that  of  going  on  board  the  slave-ships,  and 
learning  their  construction  and  dimensions, 
I  was  greatly  struck,  and  indeed  affected, 
by  the  appearance  of  two  little  sloops,  which 
were  fitting  out  for  Africa,  the  one  of  only 
twenty-five  tons,  which  was  said  to  be  de- 
stined to  carry  seventy ;  and  the  other  of , 
only  eleven,  which  was  said  to  be  destined 
to  carry  thirty  slaves.     I  was  told  also  that 
which   was   more   afiecting,  namely,    that 
these  were  not  to  act  as  tenders  on  the  coast, 
by  going  up  and  down  the  rivers,  and  re-^ 
ceiving  three  or  four  slaves  at  a  time,  and 
then  carrying  them  to  a  large  ship,  which 
was  to  take  them  to  the  West  Indies,  but 
that   it    was    actually  intended,   that  they 
should   transport  their   own  slaves    them*, 
selves  ;  that  one  if  not  both  of  them  were, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  West  Indies,  to  be 
sold  as  pleasure-vessels,  and  that  the  seamen 
belonging   to  them  were  to   be  permitted 
to   come   home  by  what  is  usually  called 
the  run. 

ThU 
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\ir.:i\ 


is  ftccoant  of  |he  desdoddQi^  of  jd|^ 

yeili^filt  .thpugh  it  was  diitc^ing.  f^ 

fi^  apf)eax)ed  jco  me  afterwards,  cw^  jgqn)^ 

fiv  inforn^nl;s  wi«hed  to  impose  upoi}L  niisi 
m  ora$r  ^t  I  x^ight  ma)c:e  statements  wluiy^ 
would  carry  their  o^n  ;je|(ut^q]|i,  ,1^^  ^h^yi^ 

y>?.  ^!^  **^H^  ^  naglii  .mjwp  .^  jgfreg^t  ps^ivii 
'^l^ch  t  \aA  undoiiiien.    V^d  L^,  fntt(j» 

gri^d  by  the  side  of  hu^^yjighf  Y^^^n^^^ 
(opked  e^?r7  thing  ^^)Ci  l^er  ^dec)^    I  imew 

also  that  she  had  been  built  ^s  a  pleasure-boat 
for  the  accommodation  of  only  six  persoGs 
upon  the  Severn.  I  determined,  therefore, 
to  suspend  my  belief  till  I  coukj  take  the 
admeasurement  of  each  vessel.  '  This  I  did; 
but  lest,  in  the  agitation  of  my  mind  on  this 
occasion,  I  should  have  made  any  mistake, 
I  desired  my  friend  George  Fisher  to  apply 

to  the  builder  for  his  admeasurement  also. 

#  ■ 

With  this  he  kindly  complied*  When  he 
obtained  it  he  brought  it  me.  This  account, 
which  nearly  corresponded  with  my  own, 
was  as  follows : — In  the  vessel  of  twenty-* 

five 
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£ve  tonsy  the  length  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
hold,  or  roof,  of  the  room,  where  the  seventy 
slaves  were  to  be  stowed,  was  but  little  bet* 
ter  than  ten  yards^^cw  thirty-one  feet.  The 
g^eats^t  breadth  of  the  bottom,  or  floor,  .was 
ten:«feeit  four  inches,  and  the  least  five. 
Hence,  a  grown  person  must  sit  down  all 
the  voyage,  and  contract  his  limbs  y^idiin 
the  .narrow  limits  of  three  square  feet.  In 
the  vessel  of  eleven  tons,  the  length  of  the 
room  f0r  the  thirty  slaves  was  twenty-two 
feet.  The  greatest  breadth  of  the  floor  waar 
eight,  and  the  least  four.  The  whole  height 
froqi  the  keel  to  the  beam  was  but  five 
feet  eight  inches,  three  feet  of  which  were 
occupied  by  ballast,  cargo,  and  provisions, 
so  that  two  feet  eight  inches  remained  only 
^s  the  height  between  the  decks,  H^nce, 
each  slave  would  have  only  four  square  feet 
to  sit  in,  and,  when  in  this  posture,  his  head, 
if  he  were  a  full-grown  person,  would  touch' 
the  ceiling,  or  upper  deck. 

Haviag  now  received  this  admeasure* 
m«tPt«from  the  builder,  which  was  rather 
more  favourable  than  my  own,  I  looked 
upon  the  destination  of  these  little  vessels  aa 
yet  more  incredible  than  before.     Still  the 

difierent 
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dii^rent  persons,  whom  I  occasionally  saw 
on  board  them,  persisted  in  it  that  they  were 
going  to  Africa  for  slaves,  and  also  for  dbe 
numbers  mentioned,  which  they  were  afters- 
wards  to  carry  to  the  West  Indies  them* 
Mlves.  I  desired,  however,  my  friends^ 
George  Fisher,  Truman  Harford,  Harry 
Gandy,  Walter  Chandler,  and  others,  each 
to  make  a  separate  inquiry  for  me  on  thia 
subject;  and  they  all  agreed  that,  impro- 
bable as  the  account  both  of  their  destina- 
tion, and  of  the  number  they  were  to  take, 
might  appear,  they  had  found  it  to  be  too 
true.  I  had  soon  afterwards  the  sorrow  to 
learn  from  official  documents  from  the  Cus- 
tom-house, that  these  little  vessels  actually 
cleared  out  for  Africa,  and  that  now  nothing 
could  be  related  so  barbarous  of  this  traffic^ 
wliich  might  not  instantly  be  believed. 

In  pursuing  my  different  objects  there 
was  one,  which,  to  my  great  vexation,  I 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  attain.  This 
was  the  procuring  of  any  assurance  from 
those,  who  had  been  personally  acquainted 
with  the  horrors  of  this  trade,  that  they 
would  appear,  if  called  upon,  as  evidence 
against  it.     My   friend  Harry  Gandy,  to 

whom 
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^hom  I  had  been  first   introduced,  ha4 
been  two  voyages,  as  I  before  mentioned} 
and  he  was  willing,  though  at  an  advanced 
^g^)  ^o  S^  (o  Londdn,  to  state  publicly  all 
he  knew  concerning  them.     But  with  re^ 
spect  to  the  many  others  in  Bristol,  who 
had  been  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  had  not 
yet  found  one,  who  would  come  forward  for 
this  purpose.     There  were  several  old  Slav^ 
Captains    Hving   there,   who  had  a  great 
knowledge  of  the  subject.     I  thought  it  not 
unreasonable,  that  I  might  gain  one  or  two 
good  evidences  out  of  these,  as  they  had 
probably  long  ago  left  the  concern,  and  were 
not  now  interested  in  the  continuance  of  it. 
But  all  my  endeavours  were  fruitless.  I  sent 
messages  to  them  by  different  persons.     I 
met  them  in  all  ways.     I  stated  tothemt 
that  if  there  was  nothing  objectionable  in  the  ,  . 
trade,    seeing   it    laboured  under   such  a 
stigma,  they  had  an  opportunity  of  coming 
forward  and  of  wiping  away  the  stain.     If, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  was  as  bad  as  repr6=» 
sented,  then  they  had  it  in  their  power,  by 
detailing  the  crimes  which  attached  to  it,  of 
making  so^e  reparation,  or  atonement,  for 
the  part  they  had  taken  in  it.    But  no  re- 
presentations 
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presentations  would  ■  do.  All  intercourse 
•was  positively  forbidden  between  us ;  and 
•whenever  they  met  me  in  the  street,  they 
shunned  me  as  if  I  had  been  a  mad  dog.  I 
could  not  for  some  time  account  for  tlie 
strange  disposition  which  they  thus  mani- 
fested towards  me  ;  but  my  friends  helped 
me  to  unravel  it,  for  I  was  assured  that  one 
or  two  of  them,  though  they  went  no  longer 
to  Africa  as  captains,  were  in  part  owners  of 
vessels  trading  there ;  and,  with  respect  to 
all  of  them,  it  might  be  geueially  said,  ttap 
they  had  been  guilty  of  such  enormitijes, 
that  they  would  be  afraid  of  coming  for- 
ward in  the  way  I  proposed,  lest  any  thing 

~  should  come  out  by  which  they  miglft  cri- 
micate  themselves.  I  was  obliged  then  to 
give  up  "all  hope  of  getting  any  evidence 
^oiD  this  quarter,  and  I  saw  but  linle  pro- 
•pect  of  getting  it  firom  those,  who  were  then 
actually  deriving  their  livelihood  from  the 

■  trade. '  And  yet  I  was  determined  to  perse- 
-teie.     For  I  thought  that  some^ight  be 

."^und  in  it,  who  wer&  not  yec^. hardened 
as  to  be  incapable  of  being 'awjifcened  on  this 
•ubject.  I  thought  that  others  might  befound 
(Q  it,  who  wished  tp.'icsVe  it  upon  prin- 
ciple. 
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ciple,  and  that  these  would  unbosom  them- 
selves to  me.  And  I  thought  it  not  impro^ 
bable  that  I  might  fall  in  with  others,  who 
had  come  imexpectedly  into  a  state  of  inde« 
pendente,  and  that  these  might  be  induced^ 
as  their  livelihood  would  be  no  longer  af«^ 
fected  by  giving  me  information,  to  speak 
the  truth. 

I  persevered  for  weeks  together  under  thia 
hope,  but  could  £nd  no  one  of  all  those, 
who  had  been  appUed  to,  who  would  have 
any  thing  to  say  to  me.  At  length  Walter 
Chandler  had  prevailed  upon  a*  young  geiv 
tlemad,  c^  the  name  of  Gardiner,  who  wa^ 
going  out  as  surgeon  of  the  Pilgrim,  to 
meet  mi|L  The  condition  was,  that  we  were 
to  meet  at  the  house  of  the  former,  but  that 
we  were  to  enter  in  and  go  out  at  dififerent 
times,  that  is,  we  were  not  to  be  seen  to- 
gether. 

Gardiner,  on  being  introduced  to  me,  said 
at  once,  that  he  had  often  wished  to  sec  me 
on  the  subject  of  my  errand,  but  that  the 
owner  of  the  Pilgrim  had  pointed  me  out  to 
him  as  a  person,  whom  he  would  wish  him 
to  avoid.  He  then  laid  open  to  me  the 
different  methods   of  obtaining-  slaves  in 

Africa, 


I 
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Africa,  as  he  Iiad  learned  from 
board  his  own  vessel  in  his  first,  or  formeTj 
voyage.  He  unfolded  also  the  manner  of  their 
treatment  in  the  Middle  Passage,  with  the  va- 
rious distressing  scenes  which  had  occurred 
in  it.  He  atated  the  barbarous  usage  of  the 
seamen  as  he  had  witnessed  it,  and  concluded 
by  saying,  liiat  there  never  was  a  subject, 
which  demanded  so  loudly  the  interference 
of  the  legislature  as  that  of  the  Slave-trade. 

When  he  had  finished  his  narrative,  and 
answered  the  different  questions  which  I  had 
proposed  to  him  concerning  it,  I  asked  him 
in  as  delicate  a  manner  as  I  could,  How  it 
happened,  that^  seeing  the  trade  in  this  hor- 
rible light,  he  had  consented  to  &llow  it 
again  ?  He  told  me  frankly,  that  he  had 
received  a  regular  medical  education^  but 
that  his  relations,  being  poor,  had  not  been 
able  to  set  him  up  in  his  profession.  He 
had  saved  a  little  money  in  his  last  voyage. 
In  that,  which  he  was  now  to  perform,  he 
hoped  to  save  a  little  more.  With  the  pro- 
fits of  both  voyages  together,  he  expected  he, 
should  be  able  to  furnish  a  shop  in  the  line 
of  his  profession,  when  he  would  wipe  his 
hands  of  this  detestable  trade. 

I  then 
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I  then  asked  him,  Whether  upon  the 
whole  he  thought  he  had  judged  prudently, 
or  whether  the  prospect  of  thus  enabling 
himself  to  become  independent,  would  coun- 
terbalance the  uneasiness  wliich  might  aiise 
in  future  i  He  replied,  that  he  had  not  so 
much  to  fear  upon  this  account.  The  trade, 
while  it  continued,  must  have  surgeons. 
But  it  made  a  great  difference  both  to  the 
crew  and  to  the  slaves,  whether  these  dis- 
charged their  duty  towards  them  in  a  feel- 
ing manner,  or  not.  With  respect  to  hiiiiself, 
he  was  sure  that  he  should  pay  every  atten- 
tion to  the  wants  of  each.  This  thought 
made  his  continuance  in  the  trade  for  one 
voyage  longer  more  reconcileable.  But  he 
added,  as  if  not  quite  satisfied,  "  Gruel  ne- 
cessity !"  and  he  fetched  a  deep  sigh* 

We  took  our  leave,  and  departed,  the  one 
a  few  minutes  after  the  other.  The  conver- 
sation of  this  young  man  was  very  interest- 
ing. I  was  much  impressed  both  by  the 
nature  and  the  manner  of  it.  I  wished  to 
secure  him,  if  possible,  as  an  evidence  for 
Parliament,  and  thus  save  him  from  his  ap- 
proaching voyage :  but  I  knew  not  what  to 
do.     At  first,  I  thought  it  would  be  easy  to 

raise^ 
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•raise  a  subscription  to  set  him  up-  But* 
then,  I  was  aware  that  this  might  be  consi- 
dered as  bribery,  and  make  his  testimony 
worth  norhing.  I  then  thought  that  the  ' 
committee  might  detain  him  as  an  evidence, 
and  pay  him,  in  a  reasonable  manner,  for 
hie  sustenance,  till  his  testimony  should  be 
called  for.     But  I  did  not  know  how  long  it 

^  would  be  before  his  examination  might  take 
place.    It  might  be  a  year  or  two,    I  foresaw 

~  other  (lilTjculcies  also ;  and  1  was  obliged  to 
relinquish  what  otherwise  I  should  have 
deemed  a  prize. 

On  reviewing  the  conversation  which  had 
passed  between  tis  after  my  return  home,  I 
bought,  considering  the  friendly  disposition 
irf  Gardiner  towards  U8,  I  had  not  done  all 
I  xould  for  the  cause ;  and,  communicating 
toy  feelings  to  Walter  Chandler,  he  pro- 
cured me  another  interview.  At  this,  I  asked 
him,  if  he  would  become  an  evidence,  if  he 
liTfed  to  return.  He  replied,  very  heartily, 
that  he  would.  I  then  asked' htm,  if  he 
wtould  keep  a  journal  of  facts  during  his 
Voyage,  ks  it  would  enable,  him  to  speak 
tnore  correctly,  in  case  he  should  be  called 
Upon  for  his  testimony.  Ifc  assured  me,  he 
would, 
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Would,  and  that  he  would  make  up  a  little 
book  for  that  purpose.  I  asked  him,  lastly, 
When  he  meant  to  sail.  He 'said.  As  sodn 
as  the  ship  could  get  all  her  haiids.  It  was 
their  intention  to  sail  to-morroWj  but  that 
seven  men,  whom  the  mates  had  brought 
drunk  out  of  Mafsh-street  the  evening  be- 
fore, were  so  terrified  when  they  found  thdy 
were  going  to  Africa,  that  they  had  seized 
the  boat  that  morning,  and  hud  put  them- 
selves  on  shore..  I  took  my  leave  of  him^ 
entreating  him  to  folldw  his  resolutions  of 
kindness  both  to  the  sailors  and  the  slavey 
and  wished  him  a  speedy  and  a  safe  re* 
turn. 

On  going  one  day  by  the  Exchange,  after 
this  interview  with  Gardiner,  I  overheard 
a  young  gentleman  say  to  anqthef,  ^*  that  it 
happened  on  the  Coast,  last  year,  and  that 
he  saw  it.'*  I  wished  to  know  who  he  was, 
and  to  get  at  him  if  I  could*  I  watched  him 
at  a  distance  for  more  than  half  an  hour, 
when  I  saw  him  leave  his  companion.  I 
/followed him  till  he  entered  a  house.  I  then 
considered  whether  it  would  be  proper,  and 
in  what  manner,  tp  address  him  when  he 
should  come  out  of  4t.'    But  I  waited  three 

VOL.  I.  2  hours, 
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hours,  and  I  never  saw  him.  I  then  con- 
eluded  that  he  either  lodged  wliere  I  saw  hi 
enter,  or  tliat  lie  had  gone  to  dine  with 
some  friend.  I  therefore  took  notice  of  the 
house,  and-,  showingit  afterwards  to  several 
of  my  frtentis,  desired  them  to  make  him 
out  fov  rae.  In  a  day  or  two  I  I>ad  an  in- 
terview with  him.  liis  name  was  James 
Arnold.  He  had  been  two  voyages  to  the 
eoast  of  Africa  for  slaves;  oae  as  svirgeon's 
mate  in  the  Alexander,  in  the  year  1785, 
and  the  other  as  surgeon  in  the  Little  Pearl, 
in  the  year  1786,  from  which  lie  had  not 
then  very  long  returned.- 

I  asked  him  if  lie  w:is  willing  to  give  nis 
any  account  of  these  voyages,  for  that  I  wa& 
making  an  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the 
Slave-trade.  He  replied,  he  knew  that  I  was. 
He  had  been  cautioned  about  falling-in  with 
me.  He  had,  however,  taken  no  pains  to  avoid 
me.  It  was  a  bad  trade,  and  ought  to  be 
exposed. 

I  went  over  the  same  ground  as  I  had 
gone  with  Gardiner  relative  to  the  first  of 
these  voyages,  or  that  in  the  Alexander.  Ic 
is  not  necessary  to  detail  the  particulars.  It 
is  impossible,  howevqr,  not  to  mention,  thav 

the 
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the  treatment  of  the  seamen  on  board 
Tessel  was  worse  than  I  had  ever  before 
heard  of.  No  less  than  eleven  of  thfem,  un- 
able to  bear  their  lives,  had  deserted  at 
Bonny  on  the  coast  of  Africa, — which  is  4 
most  unusual  thing, — choosing  all  that  could 
be  endured,  though  in  a  most  inhospitable, 
climate,  and  in  the  power  of  the  natives, 
rather  than  to  continue  in  their  own  ihip* 
Nine  others  also,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of 
these,  had  died  in  the  same  voyage.  As  to 
the  rest,  he  believed,  without  any  exception, 
that  they  had  been  badly  used. 

In  examining  him  with  respect  to  his 
second  voyage,  or  that  in  the  Little  Pearl, 
two  circumstances  came  out  with  respect  to 
the  slaves,  which  I  shall  relate  in  few  v/ords^ 

The  chief  mate  used  to  beat  the  men- 
slaves  on  very  trifling  occasions.  About  de^ 
ven  one  evening,  the  ship  then  lying  off  the 
coast,  he  heard  a  noise  in  their  room.  He 
jumped  down  among  them  with  a  lanthorn 
in  his  hand.  Two  of  those,  who  had  been 
ill-used  by  him,  forced  themselves  out  of 
their  irons,  and,  seizing  him,  struck  him 
with  the  bolt  of  them,  and  it  was  with  some 

Z  2  difficulty 
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difficulty  that  he  was  extricated  from  them 
.  by  the  crew. 

The  men-slaves,  wnable  now  to  pnnish 
him,  and  finding  they  had  cre;ited  an  alarm, 
begim  to  proceed  to  extremities.  They  En- 
deavoured to  t'urcc  themselves  up  tlie  grat- 
ings, and  to  pull  down  a  partition  which  had 
been  made  for  a  sick-birth  ;  when  they  were 
fired  upon  and  repressed,  llie  next  morn- 
ing they  were  brought  up  one  by  one  j  when 
it  appeared  that  a  boy  had  been  killed,  who 
was  afterwards  thrown  into  the  sea. 

The  two  men,  however,  who  had  forced 
themselves  out  of  irons,  did  not  come  up 
with  the  rest,  but  found  their  way  into  the 
hold,  and  armed  themselves  with  knives 
from  a  cask,  which  had  been  opened  for 
trade.  One  of  them  being  called  to  in  the 
African  tongue  by  a  Black  trader,  who  was 
then  on  board,  came  up,  but  with  a  knifd 
in  each  hand ;  when  one  of  the  crew,  sup- 
posing him  yet  hostile,  shot  him  in  the  right 
side  and  killed  him  on  the  spot. 

Tiie  other  remained  in  the  hold  for  twelve 
hours.  Scalding  water  mixed  with  fat  was 
poured  down  upon  him,  to  make  him  come 

up. 
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up.  Though  his  flesh  was  painfully  blis^ 
tered  by  these  means,  he  kept  below.  A 
promise  was  then  made  to  him  in  the  ^^ri* 
can  tongue  by  the  same  trader,  that  no  in- 
jury should  be  done  him,  if  he  would  come 
among  them.  To  this  at  length  he  con^ 
sented.  But  on  observing,  when  he  wafi 
about  half  way  up,  that  a  sailor  was  armed 
between  decks,  he  flew  to*  him,  and  clasped 
him,  and  threw  him  down.  The  sailor  fired 
his  pistol  in  the  scuffle,  but  without  effect. 
He  contrived  however  to  fracture  his  skuU 
with  the  butt  end  of  it,  so  that  the -slave 
died  on  the  third  day. 

The  second  circumstance  took  place  after 
the  arrival  of  the  same  vessel  at  St.  Vincent's. 
There  was  a  boy-slave  on  board,  who  was 
very  ill  and  emaciated.  The  mate,*  who,  by 
his  cruelty,  had  been  the  author  of  the 
former  mischief,  did  not  choose  to  expose 
him  to  salq  with  the  rest,  lest  the  small  sum 
he  would  fetch  in  that  situation  should 
lower  the  average  price,  and  thus  bring 
down*  the  value  of  the   privileges  of  the 

officers 

*  Officers   arc  said  lo  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  one 
or  more  slaves,  ^aecording  to  their  rank.    When  the 

cargo 
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officers  of  the  ship.  This  boy  was  kept  on 
boani,  and  no  provisions  allowed  him.  The 
mate  had  suggested  the  propriety  of  throw- 
ing him  overboard,  but  no  one  would  do  it. 
On  the  ninth  day  he  expired,  having  never 
been  allowed  any  sustenance  during  that 
time. 

I  asked  Mr.  Arnold  if  he  was  willing  to 
give  evidence  of  these  facts  in  both  cases. 
He  said  he  had  only  one  objection,  which 
was,  that  in  two  or  three  days  he  was  to  go 
in  tlie  Ruby,  on  his  third  voyage :  but  on 
leaving  me,  he  said,  that  he  would  take  an 
affidavit  before  the  mayor  of  the  truth  of 
anv  of  those  th)np;s  whicii  he  had  related  to 
roe,  if  rhat  would  do ; -but,  from  motives 
of  Safety,  he  should  not  choose  to  do  this 
till  within  a  few  hours  before  he  sailed. 

In  two  or  three  days  after  this,  he  sent 
for  me.  He  said  the  Ruby  would  leave 
King-road  the  next  day,  and  that  he  was 
icady  to  do  as  he  had  promised.  Depositions 

'  cargo  in  sold,  the  sum  total  fetched  is  put  down,  ai^d 
this  being  divided  by  the  number  of  slaves  sold,  gives 
the  average  price  of  each.  Such  officers,  then,  receive 
this  average  price  for  one  or  more  slaves,  aceordiug  to 
their  privileges,  but  never  llie  slaves  themselves. 

were 
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•were  accordingly  made  out  from  his  own 
words.  I  went  with  him  to  the  residence 
of  George  Danbeny,  eequire,  who  was  then 
chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  and  they  were 
sworn  to  in  his  presence,  and  witnessed  bb 
the  law  requires. 

On  taking  my  leave  of  him,  I  asked  hita 
how  he  couid  go  a  third  time  in  such  a 
barbarous  employ.  He  ^aid  he  had  been 
<listres6€d.  In  his  voyage  in  the  Alexander 
he  had  made  nothing ;  for  he**  had  been,  so 
ill-use:i,  that  he  had  solicited  his  discharge 
in  Grenada,  where,  being  paid  in  currency, 
he  had  but  little  to  receive.  When  he  ari- 
rived  in  Bristol  from  that  island,  he  was 
quite  pennyless ;  and  finding  the  Little  Pearl 
going  out,  he  was  glad  to  get  on  board  h^ 
as  her  surgeon,  which  he  then  did  entirely 
for  the  sake  of  bread.  He  said,  moreover, 
that  she  was  but  a  small  vessel^  and  that  his 
savings  had  been  but  small  in  her.  This 
occasioned  him  to  apply  for  the  Ruby,  his 
present  ship ;  but  if  he  survived  this  voyage 
lie  would  neyer  go  another*  I  then  put  the 
£ame  question  to  him  as  to  Gardiner,  and 
^e  proaji§ed  to  keep  a  journal  of  ficts,  and 

te 
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to  give  his  evidence,   if  called  upon,  ' 
return. 

The  reader  will  see,  froni  tliis  account* 
the  difficulty  I  had  in  procuring  evidence 
from  tliis  pojt.  The  owners  of  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  there,  forbad  all  Inter- 
course with  me.  The  old  captains,  who 
had  made  their  fortunes  in  it,  would  not  see 
me.  The  young,  who  were  making  dieni, 
could  not  be  supposed  to  espouse  my  cause, 
to  the  detriment  of  their  own  interest.  Of 
those  whose  necessities  made  them  ,":o  into 
it  for  a  livelihood,  I  could  not  get  one  to 
come  forward,  without  doing  so  much  for 
him  as  would  Iiave  amounted  to  bribery. 
Thus,  when  I  got  one  of  these  into  my 
possession,  1  was  obliged  to  let  him  go  again. 
1  was,  however,  greatly  consoled  by  the  con- 
sideration, that  I  had  procured  two  sentinels 
to  be  stationed  in  the  enemy's  camp,  who 
keeping  a  journal  of  different  facts,  wouki 

.iaring  me  some  important  intelligence  at  i\ 

'ftiture  period. 
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CHAPTER    XVI. 

yluthor  goes  to  Monmouth — confsrs  relative  to  a 
petition  from  that  place — returns  to  Bristol — is 
introduced  to  Alcxan der  Falconbrids[e — takes 
one  of  the  mates  of  the  Africd  out  of  that  sliip--^ 
visits  disabled  seamen  from  the  ship  Thomas--^ 
puts  a  chief  mate  into  prison  for  the  murder  of 
lyUliam  Lines— Ill-usage  of  seaman  in  various 
other  davC'Vessels-^-^ecures  CrutweWs  Bath 
paper  in  favour  of  i1i§  aboUtioit^^lays  the 
foundation  of  a  committee  at  Bristol — and  of  a 
petition  from  t/teuce  also — takes  his  leave  of  that 
citj/. 

By  this  time  I  began  to  feel  the  effect  of 
my  labours  upon  my  constitution.  It  had 
been  my  practice  to  go  home  in  the  evening 
to  my  lodgings,  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
then  to  put  down  the  occurrences  of  the  \ 
day.  This  usually  kept  me  up  till  one,  and  * 
sometimes  till  nearly  two  in  the  morning. 
When  I  went  my  rounds  in  Marsh-street,  I 
seldom  got  home  till  two,  and  into  bed  till 
three.  My  clothes,  also,  were  frequently 
wet  through  with  the  rains.  The  cruel 
accounts  I  was  daily  in  the  habit  of  hearing, 

both 
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toch  with  respect  to  the  shives,  and  to 
seamen  employed  iii  this  wifked  trade, 
which,  indeed,  my  mind  had  no  lespite, 
often  broke  my  sleep  in  the  night,  and  oc- 
casioned me  to  awake  in  au  agitated  state. 
All  these  circumstances  concurred  in  affect- 
ing my  health.  I  looked  thin  ;  my  counte- 
jiance  became  yellow.  I  had  also  rlieumaric 
ieelings.  My  friends,  seeing  this,  prevailed 
upon  me  to  give  myself  two  or  three  days* 
relaxation.  And  as  a  gentleman,  of  whom 
I  had  some  knowledge,  was  going  into 
Carmarthenshire,  I  accompanied  him  as  far 
as  Monmouth. 

After  our  parting  at  this  place,  I  became 
"restless  and  uneasy,  and  longed  to  get  back 
to  my  work.  I  thought,  however,  that  my 
journey  ougju  not  to  be  wholly  useless  to 
the  cause ;  and  hearing  that  Dr.  Davis,  a 
clergyman  at  Monmouth,  was  a  man  of 
considerable  weight  among  tlie  inhabitants, 
I  took  the  liberty  of  writing  him  a  letter, 
in  which  1  stated  who  I  was,  and  the  way 
in  which  I  had  lately  employed  myself,  and 
the  great  wish  I  had  to  be  favoured  with  an 
interview  with  him ;  and  I  did  not  conceal 
.that  it  would  be  very  desirably,  if  the  inha.- 
bitants 
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bitants  of  the  place  could  have  that  infovw 
znation  on  the  subject  which  would  warrajit 
them  in  so  doing,  that  they  should  petition 
the  legislature  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave-tradf.  Dr.  Davis  returned  me  an 
answer,  and  received  me.  The  questions 
which  he  put  to  me  were  judicious.  H« 
asked  me,  first,  whether,  if  the  slaves  were 
^emancipated,  there  wo^ld  not  be  much  cpn- 
fusion  in  the  islands  ?  I  told  him  that  the 
emancipation  of  them  was  no  part  of  our 
plan.  We  solicited  nothing  but  the  stop- 
ping of  all  future  importations  of  them  in- 
to the  islands.  He  then .  asked  what  the 
planters  would  dp  for  labourers.  I  replied, 
they  would  find  sufficient  from  an  increase 
of  the  native  population,  if  they  were  ob- 
liged to  pay  attention  to  the  latter  means. 
We  discoursed  a  long  time  upon  this  last 
topic.  I  have  not  room  to  give  the  many 
other  questions  he  proposed  to  me.  No 
one  w^  ever  more  judiciously  questioned* 
In  my  turn,  I  put  him  into  possession  of  all 
the  discoveries  I  had  made.  He  acknow- 
ledged the  injustice  of  the  trade.  He  con- 
fessed, also,  that  my  conversation  had  en- 
lightened him  as  to  the  impohcy  pf  it ;  and^ 

taking 
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taking  some  of  my  Summary  Views  to 
distribute,  he  said,  he  hoped  that  the  inha- 
bitants would,  alter  the  ptjrusal  ot'tiiein,  ac- 
cede to  ray  request. 

Oil  my  return  to  Bristol,  my  friemls  had 
procured  for  mc  an  interview  with  Mr.  Alcx- 
jmder  Talconbridge,  who  had  been  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  as  a  surgeon,  for  four 
jfoyagcs;  one  in  the  Tartar,  another  in  the 
Alcxaudcr,  and  two   in   tlic    Emilia  slave- 

On  ray  Introduction  to  himj  1  asked  hiui 
jflicliad  any  objection  to  give  me  an  ac^ 
count  of  the  crucltiea,  which  were  said  to  be 
connccievl  with  the  Slave- tmde.  He  an- 
swered, without  any  reserve,  that  he  had 
not ;  for  that  he  had  now  done  with  it. 
Never  wei'c  any  words  more  welcome  to  my 
ears  than  these — •*  Yes — I  have  done  with 
the  trade" — and  he  said  also,  that  he  was 
free  to  give  me  information  concerning  it. 
Was  he  not  then  one  of  the  very  persons, 
wliom  1  had  so  long  been  seeking,  biit  in 
vain? 

To  detail  the  accounts  which  he  gave  mc  at 

this  and  at  subsequent  interviews,  relative  to 

the  different  branches  of  this  trade,  would  fill 

.4  no 
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no  ordinary  volumfe.  Suffice  it  tosay  ki 
general  terms,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  slaves, 
that  he  confirmed  the  various  violent  and 
treacherous  metliods  of  procuring  them  in 
their  own  country  ;  their  wretched  condi- 
tion, in  consequence  ofi3eing  crowded  toge- 
ther, in  the  passage  ;  their  attempts  to  ri* 
in  defence  of  their  own  freedom,  and,  when 
this  was  impracticable,  to  destroy  them- 
selves by  the  refusal  of  sustenance^  by  jump- 
ing overboard  into  the  sea,  and  in  othsr 
ways ;  the  effect  also  of  their  situatioii 
upon  their  minds,  by  producing  insanity 
and  various  diseases  ;  and  the  cruel  man- 
ner of  disposing  of  them  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  of  separating  relatives  and  friends. 

With  respect  to  the  seamen  employed  in 
this  trade,  he  commended  captain  Frazer 
for  his  kind  usage  to  them,  under  whom  he 
had  so  long-  served.  The  handsome  way 
in  which  he  spoke  of  the  latter  pleased  me 
much,  because  I  was  willing  to  deduce  from 
it  his  own  impartiality,  and  because  I 
thought  I  might  infer  from  it  also  his  regard 
to  truth  as  to  other  parts  of  his  narrative. 
Indeed  I  had  been  before  acquainted  with 
^his  circu«istance.  Thompson,  of  the  Seven 

Stars, 
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-ScarS)  had  informed  me  that  Frazer  was 
only  man  sailing  out  of  that  port  for  slaves, 
who  had  not  been  guilty  of  cruelty  to  hi* 
seamen:  and  Mr.  Biirges  alluded  to  it, whea 
he  gave  itie  advice  not  to  proceed  against 
the  captain  of  the  Alfred  ;  for  he  then  said, 
as  I  mentioned  in  a  ibrmer  chapter,  "  that 
he  knew  but  one  captain  in  the  trade,  \vho 
did  not  deserve  long  ago  to  be  hanged." 
Mr.  Falconbridge,  however,  staged,  that 
though  he  had  been  thus  fortunate  in  the 
Tartar  and  Emilia,  he  had  been  as  unfortu- 
nate in  the  Alexander ;  for  he  believed  there 
were  no  instances  upon  naval  record,  taken 
altogether,  of  greater  barbarity,  than  of 
that  which  had  been  exercised  towards  th« 
seamen  in  this  voyage.  In  running  over  these, 
it  struck  me  that  I  had  heard  of  the  same 
from  some  other  quarter,  or  at  least  that  these 
were  so  like  the  others,  tliat  I  was  surprised 
at  their  coincidence.  On  taking  out  my 
notes,  I  looked  for  the  names  of  those 
whom  I  recollected  to  have  been  used  in 
this  manner;  and  on  desiring  Mr.  Falcon- 
bridge  to  mention  the  names  of  those  also 
to  whom  he  alluded,  they  turned  out  to  be 
the  same.  The  mystpry,  however,  was  soon 
cleared 
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cleared  up^  when  I  told  kim  from  w  hoax  I 
had  received  my  intelligence :  for  Mr.  Ar- 
Bold)  the  last-mentioned  person  in  the  last 
chapter,  had.  been  surgeon^s  mate  under  Mr* 
Fakonbridge  in  tl^  same  vessel. 

There  was  one  circumstance  of  peculiar 
importance,  but  quite  new  to  me,  which  ( 
collected  from  tlie  information  which  Mr# 
Eakonbrldge  had  given  me.     This  was,  that 
many  of  the  seamen,   who  left  the   slav&- 
ships  in  the  West  Indies,  were  in  such  a 
weak,    ulcerated,    and    otherwise   diseased 
state,  that   they   perished   tliwe^      Several 
also  of  those  who  came  home  with  the  ves- 
sels, were  in  tlic  same  deplorable  condition* 
This  was  the  case,  Mr.  Falconbrldgc  said, 
with  some  who  returned  in  the  Akxander. 
It  was  the  case  also  with  many  others  ;   for 
be  had  been  a  pupil,  for  twelve  months,  in 
the  Bristol  Infirmary,  and  had  had  ample 
means  of  knowing  the  fact.      The  greatest 
number  of  seamen,  at  almost  all  times,  who 
were  there,  were    from    the   slave-vessels* 
These,  too,  were  usuriUy  there  on  account 
of    disease,    whereas      th.ose     from     other 
ships    vfQre   usually   there  on   account   of 
accidents.       Tlie    health  of    some   of  tlie 
former  was  so  far  destroyed,,  that  they  were 

* 

never 
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never  wholly  to  be  restored.  This  ulfor- 
jnation  was  of  great  importance ;  for  it 
showed  that  they  who  were  reported  dead 
upon  the  muster-rolls,  were  not  all  that 
were  lost  to  the  country  by  the  prosecution 
of  this  wicked  trade.  Indeed,  it  was  of  so 
much  importance,  that  in  all  my  future 
interviews  with  others,  which  were  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting  evidence,  I  never  for- 
got to  make  it  a  subject  of  inquiry. 

I  can  hardly  say  how  precious  I  consi- 
dered the  facts  with  which  Mr.  Falcon- 
bridge  had  furnished  me  from,  his  own  ex- 
perience, relative  CO  the  different  branches  of 
this  commerce.  They  were  so  jTCcioij':,  tliat 
I  began  now  to  be  troubled  leat  I  should  lose 
them.  For,  though  he  had  thus  privately 
unbosomed  himself  to  me,  it  did  not  follow 
that  he  would  come  forward  as  a  pubfic 
evid once.  I  was  not  a  little  uneasy  on  this 
account.  I  wa3  fearful  lest,  when  I  should 
put  this  question  to  him,  his  future  plan. of 
life,  or  some  httle  narrow  consideration  of 
future  interest,  would  prevent  him  from 
giving  his  testimony,  and  I  delayed  asking 
him  for  many  days.  During  this  time, 
however,  1  frequently  visited  him;  and  at 
length. 
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length,  when  I  thought  I  was  better  ac- 
quainted, and  probably  in  some  little  esti- 
mation, with  him,  I  ventured  to  open  my 
wishes  on  this  subject.  He  answered  me 
boldly,  and  at  once,  that  he  had  left  the 
trade  upon  principle,  and  that  he  would 
state  all  he  knew  concerning  it,  cither  pub- 
licly or  privately,  and  at  any  time  when  he 
should  be  called  upon  to  do  it.  This  answer 
produced  such  an  effect  upon  me,  after  all 
my  former  disappointments,  that  i  felt  it  all 
over  my  frame.  It  operated  like  a  suddea 
shock,  which  often  disables  the  impressed 
person  for  a  time.  So  the  joy  I  felt  rendered 
me  quite  useless,  as  td  business,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

I  began  to  perceive  in  a  little  time  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  cultivated  an  acquaintance 
with  Thompson  of  the  Seven  Stars.  For 
nothing  could  now  pass  in  Bristol,  relative 
to  the  seamen  employed  in  this  trade,  but 
it  was  soon  brought  to  me.  If  there  Was 
any  thing  amiss,  I  had  so  arranged  matters 
that  I  was  sure  to  hear  of  it.  He  sent  for 
me  one  day  to  inform  me  that  several  of  the 
seamen,  who  had  been  sent  out  of  Mar«h<^ 
street  into  the  Prince,  which  was  then  at 

YOt.  I.  2  A  Kingroad, 
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Kingroad,  and  oil  the  point  of  sailing  to 
Africa  for  slaves,  had,  through  fear  of  ill- 
usage  on  the  voyage,  taken  the  boat  and  put 
themselves  on  shore.  He  informed  me  at 
the  same  time  that  the  seamen  of  the  Africa, 
which  was  lying  there  also  and  ready  to  sail 
en  a  Hke  voyage,  were  not  satisfied,  for  that 
they  Iiad  been  made  to  sign  their  articles  of 
agreement,  witliout  being  permitted  to  see 
them.  To  this  he  added  chat  Mr.  SherifJ', 
one  of  the  mates  of  the  hitter  vessel,  was  tm- 
happy  also  on  this  account.  Sheriff  had 
been  a  mate  in  the  West  India  trade,  and 
was  a  respectable  man  in  his  line.  He  had 
been  enticed  by  the  captain  of  the  Africa, 
under  the  promise  of  peculiar  advantages, 
to  change  his  voyage.  Having  a  wife  and 
family  at  Bristol,  he  was  wilhng  to  make  a 
sacrifice  on  their  account.  But  when  he 
himself  was  not  permitted  to  read  the  arti- 
cles, he  began  to  suspect  bad  work,  and  that 
there  would  bo  nothing  but  misery  in  the 
approaching  voyage.  Tliompson  entreated 
me  to  extricate  him,  if  I  could.  He  was  sure, 
he  said,  if  he  went  to  the  Coast  with  that 
maa,  meaning  the  captain,  that  he  would 
never  return   alive.  - 

4  I  was 
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I  was  very  unwilling  to  reftise  any  thing 
to  Thompson.  I  was  deeply  bound  to  lum 
in  gratitude  (ot  the  many  services  he  had 
rendered  me,  but  I  scarcely  saw  how  I  Could 
serve  him  on  this  occasion.  I  promised^ 
however,  to  speak  to  him  in  an  hour's  time. 
I  consulted  my  friend  Truman  Harford  in 
the  interim ;  and  the  result  was,  that  he 
and  I  should  proceed  to  Kingroad  in  a  boat^ 
go  on  hoard  the  Africa,  and  charge  the  cap* 
tain  in  person  with  what  he  had  done,  and 
desire  him  to  discharge  Sheriff,  as  no  agree- 
ment, where  fraud  or  force  was  used  in 
the  signatures,  could  be  deemed  valid^  If 
we  were  not  able  to  extricate  Sheriff  by  these 
meanis,  we  thought  that  at  least  we  should 
know,  by  inquiring  of  those  whom  we 
should  see  on  board,  whether  the  measure 
of  hindering  the  men  from  seeing  their  arti- 
cles on  signing  them  had  been  adopted.     It 

would  be  useful  to  ascertain  this,  became 

* 

such  a  measure  had  been  long  reported  to 
be  usual  in  this,  but  was  said  to  be  un- 
known in  any  other  trade. 

Having  passed  the  river's  mouth  and 
rowed  towards  the  sea,  we  came  near  the 
l^rince  first,  but  pursued  our  destination  to 

2  A  2  the 
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the  Africa.  Mr.  Sheriff  waa  the  person  who 
received  us  on  board.  I  did  not  know  him 
till  I  asked  his  name.  I  then  told  him  my 
errand,  with  which  he  seemed  to  be  much 
pleased.  On  asking  him  to  tell  the  captain 
that  I  wished  to  speak  with  him,  he  replied 
that  he  was  on  shore.  This  put  me  to  great 
difficulty,  as  I  did  not  know  then  what  to 
do.  I  consulted  with  Truman  Harford,  and 
it  was  our  opinion,  that  we  should  inquire 
of  the  seamen,  but  in  a  very  quiet  manner, 
by  going  individually  to  each,  if  they  had 
ever  demanded  to  see  the  articles  on  signing 
them,  and  if  they  had  been  refused.  We 
proposed  this  question  to  them.  They  re- 
plied, that  the  captain  had  refused  them  in  a 
savage  manner,  making  use  of  threats  and 
oaths.  There  was  not  one  contradictory 
voice  on  this  occasion.  We  then  asked 
Mr.  Sheriff  what  we  were  to  do.  He  en- 
treated us  by  all  means  to  take  him  on 
^ore.  He  was  sure  that  under  such  a  man 
as  the  captain,  and  particularly  after  the 
circumstance  of  our  coming  on  board  should 
be  made  known  to  him,  he  would  never 
come  from  the  coast  of  Africa  alive.  Upon 
this,  Truman  Harford  called  mc  aside,  and 

told 
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told  me  the  danger  of  taking  an  officer  from 
the  ship ;  for  that,  if  any  accident  should 
happen  to  her,  the  damage  might  all  fall 
upon  me.     I  then  inquired  of  Mr.  SheriflFif 
there  was  any  officer  on  board,  who  could 
manage  the  ship.   He  pointed  one  out  to  me^ 
and  I  spoke  to  him  in  the  cabin.     This  per- 
son told  me  I   need  be   under  no  appre- 
hension about  the  vessel,  but  that  every  one 
would  be  sorry  to  lose  Mr.  Sheriff.      Upon 
this  ground,  Truman  Harford,    who   had 
felt  more  for  me  than  for  himself,  becamef 
now  easy.     We  had  before  concluded,  that 
the  obtaining  any  signature   by  fraud  or    . 
force  would  render  the  agreement  illegal. 
We  therefore  joined   in  opinion,   that  we 
might  take  away  the  man.     His  chest  was 
accordingly  put  into  our  boat.     We  jumped 
into  it  with  our  rowers,  and  he  followed  us, 
surrounded  by  the  seamen,  all   of  whom 
took  an  afiectionate  leave  of  him,  and  ex- 
pressed their  regret  at  parting.      Soon  after 
this  there  was  a  general  cry  of  **  Will  you 
take  me  too?''  from  the  deck;  and  such  a 
sudden  movement  appeared  there^  that  w^ 
were  obliged  to  push  oflf  directly  from  the  . 

side, 
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side,  fearing  that  many   would  jump  into 
our  boat  and  go  with  us. 

After  having  kfc  the  ship.  Sheriff  corro- 
borated the  desertion  of  the  seamen  from  the 
Prince,  as  before  related  to  me  by  Thompson. 
He  spoke  also  of  the  savage  disimsition  of 
bis  late  captain,  which  be  had  even  dared 
to  manifest  though  lying  in  an  English 
port.  I  was  impressed  by  this  account  of 
his  rough  manners  ;  and  the  wind  having 
risen  before  and  the  surf  now  rolhng  heavily, 
I  began  to  think  what  an  escape  I  might 
have  had  ;  how  easy  it  would  have  been  for 
,  tKe  savage  captain,  if  he  had  been  on  board, 
or  for  any  one  at  his  instigation,  to  have 
pushed  me  over  the  ship's  side.  This  was 
the  first  time  I  had  ever  considered  the  peril 
of  the  undertaking.  But  we  arrived  safe  j 
and  though  on  the  same  evening  I  left  my 
name  at  the  captain's  house,  as  that  of  the 
person  who  had  taken  away  his  mate,  I 
^eve^  heard  more  about  it. 
■  In  pursuing  my  inquiries  into  the  new 
topic  suggested  by  Mr,  Falconbridge,  I  learnt 
that  two  or  three  of  the  seamen  of  the  ship 
Thomas,  which  had  been  arrived  now  nearly 
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a  year  from  the  Coast,  were  in  a  very  crip- 
pled and  deplorable  state.  I  accordingly 
went  to  see  them.  One  of  them  had  been 
attacked  by  a  fever,  arising  from  circum-i. 
stances  connected  with  these  v6yages.  The 
inflammation,  which  had  proceeded  from  it, 
had  reached  his  eyes.  It  could  not  be  di- 
spersed; and  the  consequence  was,  that  he 
was  then  blind.  The  second  was  lame.  He 
had  badly  ulcerated  legs,  and  appeared  to 
be  very  weak.  The  third  was  a  mere  spec« 
tre.  I  think  he  was  the  most  pitiable  obr 
ject  I  ever  saw.  I  considered  him  as  irre- 
coverably gone.  They  all  complained  to  me  . 
of  their  bad  usage  on  board  the  Thomas. 
They  said  they  had  heard  of  my  being  in 
Bristol,  and  they  hoped  I  would  not  leave 
it,  without  inquiring  into  the  murder  of 
William  Lines. 

On  inquiring  who  William  Lines  was,  they 
informed  me  that  he  had  been  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  same  ship,  and  that  all  on  board 
believed  that  he  had  been  killed  by  the  chief 
mate  ;  but  they  themselves  had  not  been 
present  when  the  blows  were  given  him. 
They  had  not  seen  him  till  afterwards  ;  but 
their  shipinates  had  told  thpm  of  his  cruel 

treatment, 
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treatment,  and  they  knew  that  soon  after- 
wards he  had  died. 

In  the  course  of  the  next  day,  the  mother 
of  Lines,  w^o  lived  in  Bristol,  came  to  me 
and  veiiitcd  the  case.  1  told  her  there  was 
no  evidence  as  to  the  face,  for  that  I  had 
seen  three  seamen,  who  could  not  speak  to 
it  from  their  own  knowledge.  She  said, 
there  were  four  others  then  in  Bristol  who 
could.  I  desired  her  to  fetch  them.  When 
they  arrived  I  examined  each  separately,  and 
cross-examined  them  in  the  best  manner  1 
wae  able.  I  could  find  no  variation  in  their 
account,  and  I  was  quite  convinced  that 
the  murder  had  taken  place.  Tlie  mother 
was  then  importunate  that  I  should  take  up 
the  case.  I  was  too  much  affected  by  the 
narration  I  had  heard  to  refuse  her  wholly, 
and  yet  I  did  not  promise  chat  I  would.  I 
begged  a  little  time  to  consider  of  it.  During 
this  I  thought  of  consulting  my  friend 
Burgcs.  But  I  feared  he  would  throw  cold 
water  upon  it,  as  he  had  done  in  the  case  of 
the  captain  of  the  Alfred.  I  remembered 
well  what  he  had  then  said  to  me,  and  yet  I 
felt  a  strong  disposition  to  proceed.  For  the 
trade  was  still  going  on.  Every  day,  per- 
haps, 
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haps,  some  new  act  of  barbarity  was  taking 
place.  And  one  example,  if  made,  might 
counteract  the  evil  for  a  time..  I  seemed 
therefore  to  incline  to  "Stir  in  this  matter, 
and  thought,  if  I  should  get  into  any  diffi- 
culty about  it^  it  would  be  better  to  do  it 
without  consulting  Mr.  Burges,  than,  after 
having  done  it,  to  fly  as  it  were  in  his  face. 
I  then  sent  for  the  woman,  and  told  her, 
that  she  might  appear  with  the  witnesses  at 
the  Conunon  Hall,  where  the  magistrates 
usually  sat  on  a  certain  day. 

.We  all  met  at  the  time  appointed,  and  I 
determined  to  sit  as  near  to  the  mayor  as  I 
could  get  The  hall  was  unusually  crowd- 
ed. One  or  two  slave-merchants,  and  two 
or  three  others,  who  were  largely  concerned 
in  the  West  India  trade,  were  upon  the 
bench.  For  I  had  informed  the  mayor  the 
day  before  of  my  intention,  and  he,  it  ap* 
peared,  had  informed  them.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  savage  looks  which  these  people  / 

gave  me  ;  which  indeed  were  so  remarkable, 
as  to  occasion  the  eyes  of  the  whole  court  to 
be  turned  upon  me.  They  looked  as  if  they 
were  going  to  speak  to  me,  and  the  people 
looked  as  if  they  expected  me  to  say  some- 
1  thing 


/ 
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tlung  in  return.  They  then  got  round  the 
mayor,  and  began  to  whisper  to  him,  28  1 
supposed,  on  the  business  before  it  should 
come  on.  One  of  them,  however,  said  aloud 
to  the  former,  bat  fixing  his  eyes  upon  me, 
and  wishing  me  to  overhear  him, "  Scandal- 
ovis  reports  had  I:itely  been  spread,  but  sail- 
ors were  not  used  worse  in  Guineamen  than 
in  other  vessels."  This  brought  the  people's 
eyes  upon  me  again.  I  was  very  much  irri- 
tated, but  I  thought  it  improper  to  say  any 
thing.  Another,  looking  savagely  at  me, 
said  to  the  njayor,  "  tliat  he  had  known 
captain  Vicars  a  long  sime ;  that  he  was  an 
honourable  man*,  and  would  nnt  allow 
such  usage  in  his  ship.  There  were  always 
vagabonds  to  hatch  up  things :"  and  ho 
made  a  dead  point  at  me,  by  putting  himself 

*  Wc  may  well  iniagiric  what  this  person's  notion  of 
another  mnn's  honour  was ;  for  he  was  the  purser  of  the 
Broihivs  iiiid  o!'  the  AlfR'd,  who,  as  bf fore  inentioiK-d, 
sent  ilic  ciptains  of  tltose  ships  out  a  seeond  voyage, 
after  knowing  tlicir  barbarities  in  the  former.  And  be 
was  nlso  tl)e  purser  of  this  very  ship  Tbonias,  where  the 
jnnrder  had  been  conimilted.  I  by  no  mejins,  however, 
wish  bj-  these  observations  to  detract  from  the  chSraetcP 
of  captain  Vicars,  as  he  had  no  goiiceni  in  the  crucf 
dtcd. 

into 
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into  a  posture  which  attracted  the  notice  of 
those  present,  and  by  staring  me  in  the  face«, 
I  could  now  no  longer  restrain  myself,  and 
I  said  aloud  in  as  modest  a  manner  as  I 
could,  ^  You,  sir,  may  know  many  things 
which  I  do  not.  But  this  I  know,  that  if 
you  do  not  do  your  duty,  you  are  amena- 
ble to  a  higher  court."  The  mayor  upon 
this  looked  at  me,  and  directly  my  friend 
Mr.  Burges,  who  was  sitting  as  the  clerk  to 
the  magistrates,  went  to  him  and  whispered 
something  in  his  ear;  after  which  all  private 
conversation  between  the  mayor  and  others 
ceased,  and  the  hearing  was  ordered  to  come 
on. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  reader  by  giving  an 
account  of  the  evidence  which  then  tran-* 
spired.  The  four  witnesses  were  examined, 
and  the  case  was  so  far  clear.  Captain 
Vicars,  however,  was  sent  for.  On  being . 
questioned,  he  did  not  deny  that  there  had 
been  bad  usage,  but  said  tliat  the  yoimg 
man  had  died  of  the  flux.  But  this  asser«* 
tion  went  for  nothing  when  balanced  against 
the  facts  which  had  come  out ;  and  this  was 
so  evident,  that  an  order  was  made  out  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  chief  mate.    He  wa? 

accordingly 
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accordingly  taken  np.  The  neit  day,  how- 
erer,  there  was  a  rehearing  of  the  case,  wbea 
he  was  returned  to  the  gaol,  where  he  was  to 
lie  till  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  should 
order  a  sessions  to  be  held  for  the  trial  of 
offences  committed  on  the  high  seas. 

This  public  examination  of  the  case  of 
William  Lines,  and  the  way  in  which  it 
ended,  produced  an  estraordiuary  result;  for 
after  this  time  tlie  slave-captains  and  mates, 
who  used  to  'meet  me  suddenly,  used  as 
suddenly  to  start  from  me,  indeed  to  the 
other  side  of  the  pavement,  as  if  I  had  been 
a  wolf,  or  tiger,  or  some  dangerous  beast 
of  prey.  Such  of  them  as  saw  me  before 
hand,  used  to  run  up  the  cross  streets  or 
lanes,  which  were  nearest  to  them,  to  get 
away.  Seamen,  too,  came  from  various  quar- 
ters to  apply  to  me  for  redress.  One  came 
to  me,  who  had  been  treated  ill  in  the  Alex- 
ander, when  Mr.  Falconbridge  had  been  the 
surgeon  of  her.  Three  came  to  me,  who 
had  been  ill-used  in  the  voyage  which  fol- 
lowed, though  she  had  then  sailed  under  a 
new  captain.  Two  applied  to  me  from  the 
Africa,  who  had  been  of  her  crew  in  the  last 
Toyage.    Two  from  the  Fly.     Two  from 

the 
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the  Wasp.  One  from  the  Little  Pearly  and 
three  from  the  Pilgrim  or  Princess,  when 
she  was  last  upon  the  coast. 

The  different  scenes  of  barbarity,  which 
these  represented  to  me,  greatly  added  to 
the  affliction  of  my  mind.  My  feelings  be- 
came now  almost  insupportable.  I  was 
agonized  to  think  that  this  trade  should  last 
another  day.  I  was  in  a  state  of  agitation 
from  morning  till  night.  I  determined  I 
would  soon  leave  Bristol.  I  saw  nothing 
but  misery  in  the  place.  I  had  collected 
now,  I  believed,  all  the  evidence  it  would 
afibrd ;  and  to  stay  in  it  a  day  longer  than 
was  necessary,  would  be  only  an  inteiruption 
for  so  much  time  both  of  my  happiness  and 
of  my  health,  I  determined  therefore  to  do 
only  two  or  three  things,  which  I  thought 
to  be  proper,  and  to  depart  in  a  few  days. 

And  first  I  went  to  Bath,  where  I  endea- 
voured to  secure  the  respectable  paper  be- 
longing to  that  city  in  favour  of  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Slave-trade.  This  I  did  entirely 
to  my  satisfaction,  by  relating^  to  the  worthy 
editor  all  the  discoveries  I  had  made,  and 
by  impressing  his  mind  in  a  forcible  man- 
ner 
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aer  on  the  subject.  And  it  is  highly  to  the 
honour  of  Mr.  Crucwell,  that  from  that  day- 
he  nsver  ceased  to  defend  our  cause;  that 
fee  never  made  a  charge  for  insertions  of  any 
kind;  bviC  that  he  conaitk-red  all  he  did  upon 
this  occa:;ion  in  the  liglit  of  a  duty,  or  as 
his  mite  given  in  charity  to  a  poor  and  op- 
pressed people. 

The  next  attempt  was  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a.  committee  in  Bristol,  and  of  a  peti- 
tion to  Parliament  from  it  for  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave-trade.  I  had  now  made  many 
friends.  A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Pavn- 
ter  liad  felt  himself  much  interested  in  my 
labours.  Mr.  Joseph  Harford,  a  man  of 
fortune,  of  great  respectability  of  cha- 
racter, and  of  considerable  inf'-uence,  had 
attached  himself  to  the  cause.  Dr.  Fox  had 
assisted  me  in  it.  Mr.  Hughes,  a  clergyman 
of  the  Baptist  church,  was  anxious  and 
ready  to  serve  it.  Dr,  Camplin,  of  the  Esta- 
blishment, with  several  of  his  friends,  con- 
tinued steady.  Matthew  Wright,  Jameg 
Harford,  Truman  Harford,  and  all  the 
Quakers  to  a  man,  were  strenuous,  and  this 
on  the  best  of  principles,  in  its  support.     To 

all 
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all  these  I  spoke,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  that  my  wishes  were  likely  in  a  short 
time  to  be  gratified  in  both  these  cases. 

It  was  now  necessary  that  I  should 
write  to  the  committee  in  London.  I  had 
written  to  them  only  two  letters,  during  my 
absence ;  for  I  had  devoted  myself  so  much 
to  the  great  object  I  had  undertaken,  that  I 
could  think  of  little  else.  Hence  some  of 
my  friends  among  them  were  obliged  to 
write  to  different  persons  at  Bristol,  to  in- 
quire if  I  was  alive.  I  gave  up  a  day  or 
two,  therefore,  to  this  purpose.  I  informed 
the  committee  of  all  my  discoveries  in  the 
various  branches  to  which  my  attention  had 
been  directed,  and  desired  them  in  return  to 
procure  me  various  oflScial  documents  for 
the  port  of  London,  which  I  then  specified. 
Having  done  this,  I  conferred  with  Mr. 
Falconbridge,  relative  to  being  with  me  at 
Liverpool-  I  thought  it  right  to  make  hito 
no  other  offer  than  that  his  expenses  should 
be  paid.  He  acceded  to  my  request  on  these 
disinterested  terms ;  and  I  took  my  departure 
from  Bristol,  leaving  him  to  ftjllow  me  in  a 
few  day 3. 

aiAP- 
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Author  secures  the  Ghcester  paper,  and  layx  ffte 
fmmdation  of  a  petition  fi  om  that  city  — does 
(he  same  fit  IForce.slcr — and  at  Chester — arrivet 
at  Liverpool — collects  specimens  0/  j^fn can  pro- 
duce— also  imports  arid  erports — and  7nusler- 
rolls — and  accounts  of  dock-dulies — and  iron 
instrumetiis  ttsed  in  tlie  Slave-trade — //»  intra- 
duclion  to  Mr.  NorriSf  and  others — ^■luthor  and 
ids  errand  become  known — People  visit  him  out 

,  qf  curiosity — Freijuent  controversies  on  the.  sub- 
ject of  the  Slave-trade. 

On  my  arrival  at  Gloccstcr,  I  watted  upon 
toy  friend  Dean  Tucker.  He  was  pleased 
to  hear  of  the  great  progress  I  had  made 
since  he  left  mc.  On  communicating  to 
him  my  intention  of  making  interest  witli 
the  editors  of  some  provincial  papers,  to 
enlighten  the  public  mind,  and  witli  the 
inhabitants  of  some  respectable  places,  for 
petitions  to  Parliament,  relative  to  tlic  abo- 
Ution  of  the  Slave-trade,  he  approved  of  it, 
and  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Raikes,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  respectable  paper  belonging 
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to  that  city.  Mr.  Raikes  acknowledged^ 
without  any  hesitation,  the  pleasure  lie 
should  have  in  serving  such  a  noble  causey 
and  he  promised  to  grant  me,  from  time  to 
time,  a  corner  in  his  paper,  for  such  things 
as  I  might  point  out  to  him  for  insertion* 
This  promise  he  performed  afterwards, 
without  any  pecuniary  consideration,  and 
solely  on  the  ground  of  benevolence.  He 
promised  also  his  assistance  as  to  the  other 
object,  for  the  promotion  of  which  I  left 
him  several  of  my  Summary  Views  to 
distribute. 

At  Wprcester  I  trod  over  the  same  ground^ 
and  with  the  same  success.  Timothy  Be^' 
vington,  of  the  religious  society  of  the' 
Quakers,  was  the  only  person  to  whom  I 
had  an  introduction  there.  He  accompa- 
nied me  to  the  mayor,  to  the  editor  of  the 
Worcester  pape^,  and  to  several  others, 
before  each  of  whom  I  pleaded  the  cause  <tf 
the  oppressed  Africans  in  the  best  manner  I 
was  able,  I  dilated  both  on  the  inhumanity 
and  on  the  impolicy  df  the  trade,  which  I 
supported  by  the  various  facts  recently  ob- 
tained at  Bristol.  I  desired,  however,  as  fkr 
as  f)etitions  were  concerned^  (and  this  desire 

voju  J.  2  E  I  ex-^- 
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I  expressed  on  all  other  similar  occasions; 
rhat  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  obtain 
these,  till  sudi  information  had  been  circu- 
lated on  the  subject,  that  every  one,  when 
called  upon,  might  judge,  fron:  his  know- 
ledge ot'  it,  how  far  he  would  feel  it  right 
to  join  in  it.  For  this  pm^pose  I  left  al56 
here  several  of  my  Summary  Views  for 
distribution. 

After  my  arrival  at  Chester,  I  went  to 
the  bishop's  residence,  but  I  found  he  was 
not  there.  Knovring  no  other  person  in  the 
pkcc,  I  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Cowdroy,  whom 
!  understood  to  be  the  editor  of  the  Chester 
paper,  soliciting  an  interview  with  him.  I 
explained  my  wishes  to  him  on  both  sub- 
jetts.  He  seemed  to  be  greatly  rejoiced, 
i^hen  vre  met,  that  such  a  measure  as  that 
of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade  was  in 
contemplation.  Living  at  so  short  a  di- 
;stance  from  Liverpool,  and  in  a  county 
from  which  so  many  persons  were  constant- 
ly going  to  Africa,  he  was  by  no  means  ig- 
norant, as  some  were,  of  the  nature  of  this 
cruel  traffic  ;  but  yet  he  h-ad'  no  notion  that 
I  had  probed  it  so  deeply,  or  that  I  hnd 
brought  to  light  -such'  important  circuni- 
•    ^  ■    stances 


ABOLITION  OF   THE  SLAVE-TRADE.  871 

Stances  concerning  it,  as  he  fbnnd  by  my 
conversation.  He  made  me  a  hearty  oflbt 
of  his  services  on  this  occasion,  andi  this 
expressly  without  fee  or  reward.  I  accepted 
them  most  joyfully  and  gratefully.  It  wm*i 
indeed,  a  most  important  thing,  to  have  a 
station  so  near  the  enemy's  camp,  where  we 
could  watch  their  motions,  and  meet  aay 
attack  which  might  be  made  from  it.  And 
this  office  of  a  sentinel  Mr.  Cowdroy  per* 
formed  with  great  vigilance ;  and  when  he 
afterwards  left  Chester  for  Manchester,  to 
establish  a  paper  there,  he  carried  with  him 
the  same  friendly  disposition  towards  our 
cause. 

My  first  introduction  at  Liverpool  wais  to 
William  Rathbone,  a  member  of  the  reli- 
gious society  of  the  Quakers.  He  was  the 
same  person,  who,  befote  the  formation  of 
our  committee,  had  procured  me  copies  of 
several  of  the  muster-rolls  of  the  slave- 
vessels  belonging  to  that  port,  so  that, 
though  we  were  not  personally  known,*  yet 
we  were  not  strangers  to  each  other.  Idaaa 
Hadwen,  a  respectable  member  of  the  same 
society,  was  the  person  whom  I  saw  next. 
I  had  been  introduced  to  him,  previously  to 

2  B  2  my 
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my  journey,  when  he  was  at  Loncloa,  at 
the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Quakers,  so  that 
no  letter  to  him  was  necessary.  As  Mr. 
Roscoc  had  generously  given  the  profits  of 
The  Wrongs  of  Africa  to  our  committee,  I 
made  no  scniple  of  calling  upon  him.  His 
reception  of  ine  was  very  friendly,  and  he 
introduced  me  afterwards  to  Dr.  Currie, 
who  had  written  the  preface  to  that  poem. 
There  wss  also  a  fourth,  upon  whom  I 
called,  though  I  did  not  know  him.  His 
name  was  Kdward  Rushton.  He  had  been 
an  officer  in  a  slave-ship,  but  had  lost  his 
sight,  and  had  become  an  enemy  to  that 
trade.  Oil  passing  through  Chester,  I  had 
heard,  for  the  first  time,  that  he  had  pub- 
Kshed  a  poem  called  West-Indian  Eclogues, 
with  a  view  of  making  the  public  better 
acquainted  with  tlie  evil  of  the  Slave-trade, 
and  of  exciting  their  indignation  against  it. 
Of  the  three  Last  it  may  be  observed,  that, 
having  come  forw.ird  thus  early,  as  labour- 
ers, they  deserve  to  be  put  down,  as  I  have 
placed  them  in  the  map,  among  the  fore- 
runners and  coadjutors  in  this  great  cause, 
for  each  published  his  work  before  any  ef- 
forts were  made  publicly,  or  without  know 
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ing  that  any  were  intended.  Rushton^  alse, 
had  the  boldness,  though  then  living  in 
Liverpool,  to  affix  his  name  to  his  work. 
These  were  the  only  persons  whom  I  knew 
for  some  time  after  my  arrival  in  that  place. 
It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  necessary  to  enter 
so  largely  into  my  proceedings  at  Liverpool 
as  at  BristoL  Tlie  following  account,  there- 
fore, may  suffice. 

In  my  attempts  to  add  to  my  collection 
(^  specimens  of  Afiicah  produce,  I  was 
favoured  with  a  sample  of  gum  rul^er 
astringens,  of  cotton  from  the  Gambia,  of 
indigo  sad  musk,  of  long  pepper,  of  black 
pepper  from  Wliidah,  of  mahogany  from 
Calabar,  and  of  cloths  of  difierent  colours^ 
made  by  the  natives,  which,  while  they  gave 
other  proofs  of  the  quality  of  their  own 
cotton,  gave  proofs,  also,  of  the  variety  of 
their  dyee, 

I  made  interest  at  the  Custom-house  for 
various  exports  and  imports,  and  for  copies 
of  the  muster-rolls  of  several  slave-vessels^ 
besides  those  of  vessels  employed  in  other 
trades. 

By  looking  out  constantly  for  informa- 
tion on  this  great  subject,  I  was  led  to  the 

exami- 
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ner.  The  king  of  Dahomey,  whose  life 
(with  the  wars  iind  customs  of  the  Daho- 
mans)  he  said  he  was  then  writing,  and 
who  was  a  very  despotic  prince,  made  no 
scruple  of  seizing  his  own  subjects,  and  'of 
seUing  them,  if  he  was  in  want  of  any  of 
the  articles  which  the  slave-vessels  would 
afford  him.  The  history  of  this  prince's  hfe 
he  lent  me  afterwards  to  read,  while  it  was 
yet  in  manuscript,  in  which  I  observed  that 
he  had  recorded  all  the  facts  now  mentioned. 
Indeed  he  made  no  hesitation  to  state  them, 
either  when  we  were  by  ourselves,  or  wheii 
others  were  in  company  with  us.  He  re- 
peated them  at  one  time  in  the  presence  both 
of  Mr.  Cruden  and  of  Mr.  Coupland.  The 
latter  was  then  a  slave-merchant  at  Liver- 
pool. He  seemed  to  be  fired  at  the  relation 
of  these  circumstances.  Unable  to  restrain 
himself  longer,  he  entered  into  a  defence  of 
the  trade,  both  as  to  the  humanity  and  the 
policy  of  it.  But  Mr.  Norris  took  up  his 
arguments  in  both  these  cases,  and  answered 
them  in  a  solid  manner. 

With  respect  to  the  Slave-trade,  as  it  af- 
,  fecttd  the  health  of  our  seamen,  Mr.  Norris 
admitted  it  to  be  destructive.     But  I  dki 

QOC 
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not  stand  in  need  of  this  information^  as  I 
knew  this,  part  of  the  subject,  in  consequence 
of  my  familiarity  with  the  muster-rolls,  bet- 
ter than  himself.  .  ; 

He  admitted  it  also  to  be  true,  that  they 
wfere  too  frequently  ill-treated  i^  this  trade. 
A  day  or  two  after  our  conversation  on  this 
latter  subject  he  brought  me  the  manuscript 
journal  of  a  voyage  to  Africa,  which  ha4 
been  kept  by  a  mate,  with  whom  he  was* 
then  acquainted.  He  brought  it;  to  me  to 
read,  as  it  might  throw  soiiie  light  upon  thq 
subject  on  which  we  had  talked  last.  In  thia 
xnanuscript  various  instance?  of  cruel  usage 
towards  seamen  were  put  down,  from  whicU 
it  appeared  that  the  matQ,  who  wrote  it,  bad 
uot  escaped  himselfi 

At  the  last  interview  we  had  he  seemed 
to  be  so  satisfied  of  the  inhumanity,  injus- 
tice, and  impolicy  of  the  trade,  that  he 
made  me  a  voluntary  offer  of  certain  clauses^ 
which  he  had  been  thinking  of,  and  which,, 
he  believed,  if  put  into  an  act  of  parliament^ 
would  judiciously  effect  its  abolition.  The 
offer  of  these  clauses  I  embraced  eagerly.  He 
dictated  them,  and  I  wrote.     I  wrote  thera 
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in  a.  small  book  which  I  had  then  ifl'  atj 
pocket.     They  were  these  : 

No  vessel  under  a  heavy  penalty  to  sup- 
ply foreigners  with  slaves. 

Every  vessel  to  pay  to  government  a  tax 
for  a  register  on  clearing  out  to  supply  our 
own  islands  with  slaves. 

Every  such  vessel  to  be  prohibited  from 
purchasing  or  bringing  home  any  of  the 
productions  of  Africa. 

Every  sucli  vtssel  to  be  prohibited  from 
bringing  home  a  passenger,  or  any  article 
of  produce,  from  the  West  Indies. 

A  bounty  lo  be  given  to  every  vessel 
trading  in  the  natural  productions  of  Africa. 
This  bounty  to  be  paid  in  part  out  of  the 
tax  arising  from  the  registers  of  the  slave- 
vessels. 

Certain  establishments  to  be  made  by  go- 
vernment in  Africa,  in  the  Bananas,  in  the 
Isles  de  Los,  on  the  banks  of  the  Camaranca, 
and  in  other  places,  for  the  encouragement 
«nd  support  of  the  new  trade  to  be  substi- 
tuted there. 

■Such  then  were  the  services,  which  Mr. 

NorrJs,  at  the  request  of  William  Rathbone, 

rendered 
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rendered  me  at  Liverpool,  during  mj  stay 
there  ;  and  I  have  been  very  particular  ia 
detailing  them,  because  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
allude  to  them,  as  I  have  before  observed^ 
on  some  important  occasions  in  a  future 
part  of  the  work- 
On  going  my  rounds  one  day,  I  met  ac-  / 
cidentally  with  captain  Chafiers.     This  geni^ 
tleman  either  was  or  had  been  in  the  West 
India  employ.     His   heart   had  beaten   in 
sympathy  with  mine,  and  he  had  greatly 
favoured  our  cause.     He  had  seen  me  sit 
Mn  Norris's,  and  learned  my  errand  there. 
He  told  me  he  could  introduce  me  in  a  few 
niinutes,  as  we  were  then  near  at  hand,  to 
captain  Lace,  if  I  chose  it.     Captain  Lace, 
he  said,  had  been  long  in  the  Slave-trade, 
and  could  give  me  very  accurate  informal 
tion   about  it.     I  accepted  his    offer.     On 
talking  to  captain  Lace,   relative  to  the  pro- 
ductions  of  Africa,  he  told  me  that  mahogany 
grew  at  Calabar.     He  began  to  describe  a 
tree  of  that  kind,  which  he  had  seen  there. 
This  tree  was  from  about  eighteen  inches  to 
two  feet  in  diameter,  and  about  sixty  feet 
high,  or,  as  he  expressed  it,  of  the  height  of 
a  tall  chimney.     As  soon  as  he  mentioned 
4  CalabSr, 
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ha4  been  purposely  brought  by  theirl 
lords  intq  distress,  from  which  ?hey  could 
only  be  estricawd  by  going  into  this  hatpr 
ful  employ.  How  many  Ii*ve  I  seen,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  put  into  boats,  and  con- 
veyed to  vessels,  which  were  then  lying  at 
the  Black  Rock,  and  which  were  only  wait- 
ing to  receive  them  to  sail  away  1 

The  mannep  of  paying  them  in  the  cuxr 
rency  of  the  Islands  was  the  same  as  at 
Bristol.  But  tills  practice  was  not  concealed 
at  Liverpool,  as  it  was  at  the  former  place. 
Tbe  articles  of  agreement  were  prjnted,  so 
that  all,  who  cliose  to  buy,  might  read  them. 
At  the  same  time  it  must  be  observed,  that 
seamen  were  never  paid  is\  tliis  manner  iu 
apy  other  employ  ;  and  that  the  African 
\vages,  though  nominally  higher  for  the 
sake  of  procuring  liands,  were  thu^  made 
Co  be  a<:tually  Iqwer  than  in  other  trades. 

The  loss  by  death  was  so  similar,  tliat  it 
did  not  signify  whether  the  calculation  on 
a  given  number  was  made  either  at  this  or 
the  other  port.  I  had,  ^lowever,  a  better 
.  opportunity  at  this,  than  I  had  at  the  other, 
of  knowing  the  loss  as  it  Related  to  those, 
whose  constitutions  ha4  been  fuinetJ,  or 
8  k  who 
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who  had  been  rendered  incapable,  by  dis^ 
ease,  of  continuing  their  occupation  at  sea. 
]?oF  the  slave-vessels,  which  returned  ta 
Liverpool,  sailed  immediately  into  the  docks^^ 
90  that  I  saw  at  once  their  sickly  and  ukc«- 
rated  crews.  The  number  of  vessels,  too, 
was  so  much  greater  from  this,  than  froni 
any  other  port,  that  their  sick  made  a  more 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  infirmary.  And 
they  were  seen  also  more  frequently  in  the 
streets. 

With  respeGt  to  their  treatment,  nothing 
could  be  worse;  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  but 
one  barbarous  system  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  I  do  not  say  barbarous,  as  if 
premeditated,  but  it  became  so  in  con- 
sequence of  the  savage  habits  gradually 
formed  by  a  familiarity  with  miserable  sights, 
and  with  a  course  of  action  inseparable 
from  the  trade.  Men  in  their  first  voyages 
usually  disliked  the  traffic ;  and,  if  they  were 
happy  enough  then  to  abandon  it,  they 
usually  escaped  the  disease  of  a  hardened 
heart.  But  if  they  went  a  second  and  a 
third  time,  their  disposition  became  gradu- 
ally changed.  It  vras  impossible  for  them 
to  be  accustomed  to  carry  away  men  and 
wopaen  by  for£e,  to  keep  them  in  chains,  to 

see 
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see  their  tears,  to  hear  their  mournful  la- 
mentations, to  behoUl  the  dead  and  the 
dying,  to  be  obliged  to  keep  np  a  system  of 
severity  amidst  all  this  affliction,— in  short, 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  be  witnesses, 
and  this  for  successive  voyages,  to  the  com-  ' 
plicated  mass  of  misery  passing  in  aslave-ship, 
without  losing  their  finer  feelings,  or  without 
contracting  those  habits  of  moroseness  and 
cruelty,  which  would  brutaUze  tlieir  nature. 
Now,  if  we  consider  that  persons  could  not 
easily  become  captains  (and  to  these  tlic  bar- 
barities were  generally  chargeable  by  actual 
perpetration,  or  by  consent)  till  they  had  been 
two  or  three  voyages  in  this  employ,  we 
shall  see  the  reason  why  it  would  be  almost 
a  miracle,  if  they,  who  were  thus  employed 
in  it,  were  not  rather  to  become  monsters, 
than  to  continue  to  be  men. 

While  I  was  at  Bristol,  I  heard  from  an 
officer  of  the  Alfred,  who  gave  me  the  in- 
telligence privately,  that  the  steward  of  a 
Liverpool  ship,  whose  name  was  Green,  had 
been  murdered  in  that  ship.  The  Alfred 
was  in  Bonny  river  at  the  same  time,  and 
His  own  captain  (so  infamous  for  his  cruehy, 
as  has  been  befere  shown)  "was  on  board 
when  it  happened.  The  circuOistuices,  he 
s^d. 
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«aid,  belonging  to  this  murder,  were,  if  re- 
port were  true,  of  a  most  atrocious  nature, 
and  deserved  to  be  made  the  subject  of  in^- 
quiry.  As  to  the  murder  itself,  he  observed, 
it  had  parsed  as  a  notorious  and  uncontrar 
dieted  fact. 

This  account  was  given  me  just  as  I  had 
made  an  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Falcon- 
bridge,  and  I  informed  him  of  it.  He  said 
he  had  no  doubt  of  its  trutli.  For  in  his  last 
voyage  he  went  to  Bonny  himself,  where 
the  ship  was  then  lying,  in  which  the  trans^ 
action  happened.  The  king  and  several  of 
the  black  traders  told  him  of  it  The  re- 
port then  current  was  simply  this,  that  the 
steward  had  been  barbarously  beaten  one 
evening;  that  after  tliis  he  was  let  down 
with  chains  upon  him  into  a  boat,  which  was 
alongside  of  the  ship,  and  that  the  next 
morning  he  was  found  dead. 

On  my  arrival  at  Liverpool,  I  resolved  to 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  this  report.  On 
looking  into  one  of  the  wet  docks,  I  saw  the 
name  of  the  vessel  alluded  to.  I  walked 
over  the  decks  of  several  others,  and  got  on 
board  her.  Two  people  were  walking  up 
and  down  her,  and  one  was  leaning  upon  a 
rail  by  the  side.     I  asked  the  latter  how 

many 
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many  slaves  tliJs  ship  had  carried  i 
Toyage.  He  replied i  he  could  not  tell;  but 
one  of  the  two  persons  walking  about 
could  answer  me,  as  he  had  sailed  out  and 
returned  in  her.  This  man  cama.up  to  U9, 
and  joined  in  conversation.  He  answered 
tny  questioa  and  many  others,  and  would 
have  shown  me  the  ship.  But  on  askmg 
bim  how  many  sean^en  had  died  on  the 
Toyage,  he  changed  his  manner,  and  said, 
witli  apparent  hesicationi  he  could  not  tell. 
1  asked  him  nest,  what  had  become  of  the 
Steward  Green.  He  said,  he  believed  he  was 
dead*  I  asked  how  the  seamen  had  been 
*]scd.  He  said,  Not  wor?e  than  others.  I 
then  asked  whether  Green  had  been  used 
worse  than  others.  He  replied,  he  did  not 
then  recollect.  1  foimd  that  ^le  was  noW 
quite  upon  his  guard,  and  as  I  could  geft 
no  satisfactory  answer  from  him  I  Jeft  the 
thip. 

On  the  next  day,  1  looked  over  the  muft- 
tcr-roU  of  this  vessel-  On  examining  it,  I 
found  that  sixteen  of  the  crew  had  died*  1 
found  also  the  name  of  Peter  Green.  I  found, 
again,  that  the  latter  had  been  put  down 
among  the  dead.  I  observed  also,  that  the 
ship  had  left  Liverpool  on  tlie  fifth  of  June 
178G, 


ABOLITlOM  OF  THE  $LAV£-tkADE«  SVd 

1786,  and  had  returned  on  the  fifth  of  June 

1787,  and  that  Peter  Greeii  was  put  dowii 
as  having  died  on  the  nineteenth  of  Septem^ 
ber ;  from  all  which  circumstanced  it  was 
evident  that  he  must,  as  my  Bristol  informa-* 
tion  asserted,  have  died  upon  the  Coast. 

Notwithstanding  this  extraordinary  coin«^ 
cidence  of  name,  mortality,  time,  and  place, 
I  could  gain  no  further  intelligence  about 
the  affair  till  within  about  ten  days  before 
I  left  Liverpool ;  when  among  the  seamen^ 
who  came  to  apply  to  me  in  WilHamson 
Square,  was  George  Ormond.  He  came  to 
inform  me  of  his  own  ill-usage ;  from  which 
circumstance  I  found  that  he  had  sailed  lit 
the  same  ship  with  Peter  Green.  This  led 
me  to  inquire  into  the  transaction  in  ques^ 
tion,  and  I  received  from  him  the  following 
account : — 

Peter  Green  had  been  shipped  as  steward. 
A  black  woman,  of  the  name'  of  Rodney, 
went  out  in  the  same  vessel.  She  belonged 
to  the  owners  of  it,  and  was  to  be  an  inter-* 

« 

pretess  to  the  slaves  who  shoiild  be  pur- 
chased. About  five  in  the  evening,  some 
time  in  the  month  of  September,^ the  vessel 
then  lying  in  Bonny  river,  the  captain,  as 
was  his  custom^  went  on  shore;     In  his  ab* 

seace. 
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sence,  Rodney,  the  black  woman^ 
Greon  for  the  keys  of  the  pantry ;  which  he 
refused  her,  alleging  that  the  captain  had 
already  beaten  him  for  having  given  them 
to  her  on  a  former  occasion,  when  s^ 
drank  the  wine.  The  TComan,  being  pa»- 
sionate,  struck  hini,  and  a  scnlile  ensued, 
out  of  which  Green  extricated  himself  as 
well  as  he  could. 

When  tlic  scuffie  was  over  the  woman 
retired  to  the  cabin,  and  appeared  pen»We. 
Between  eight  and  nine  in  the  evening,  the 
captiin,  who  was  attended  by  the  captain  of 
the  AhVcd,  came  on  board.  Rodney  im- 
mediately ran  to  him,  and  informed  liinj 
that  Green  had  made  an  assault  upon  her. 
The  captain,  without  any  inquiry,  beat  hiin 
severely,  and  ordered  his  hands  to  be  made 
fast  to  some  bolts  on  the  starboard  side  of 
the  ship  and  under  the  half  deck,  and  then 
flogged  him -himself,  using  the  lashes  of  the 
cat-of- nine- tails  npon  his  back  at  one  time, 
and  the  double  walled  knot  at  the  end  of  it 
upon  his  head  at  another;  and  stopping  to 
rest  at  intervals,  and  using  each  hand  alter- 
nately, that  he  might  strike  with  the  greater 
severity.  , 

The  pain  had  now  become  so  very  severe, 
that 
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that  Greea  cried  out,  and  entreated  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Alfred,  who  Was  standing  by,  to 
pity  his  hard  case,  and  to  intercede  for  him. 
But  the  latter  replied^  that  he  would  have 
served  him  in  the  same  manner.  Unable  to 
find  a  friend  here,  he  called  upon  the  chief 
mate;  but  diis  only  made  matters  worse^ 
for  the  captain  then  ordered  the  latter  to 
flog  him  also ;  which  he  did  for  some  timei 
using  however  only  the  lashes  of  the  instru- 
ment. Green  then  called  in  his  distress 
upon  the  second  mate  to  speak  for  him ;  but 
the  second  mate  was  immediately  ordered 
to  perform  the  same  cruel  ojBice,  and  was 
made  to  persevere  in  it  till  the  lashes  were 
all  worn  into  threads.  But  the  barbarity 
did  not  close  here  :  for  the  captain,  on  see- 
ing the  instrument  now  become  useless,  or-* 
dered  another,  with  which  he  flogged  him 
as  before,  beating  him  at  times  over  the 
head  with  the  double  walled  knot,  and 
changing  his  hands,  and  cursing  his  own 
left  hand  for  not  being  able  to  strike  so  se* 
vere  a  blow  as  his  right. 

The  punishment,  as  inflicted  by  all  par^ 
ties,  had  now  lasted  two  hours  and  a  hal^ 
when  George  Ormond  was  ordered  to  cut 

TQL.  I.  2d  down 
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down  one  of  the  arms,  and  the  boatsvain 
the  other,  from  the  places  of  their  confine- 
ment. This  being  done.  Green  lay  motion- 
less on  the  deck.  He  attempted  to  utter 
something.  Ormond  understood  it  to  be 
tlic  word  water.  But  no  water  was  allowed 
him.  The  captain,  on  the  other  hand,  said 
he  had  not  yet  done  with  him,  and  ordered 
him  to  be  confined  with  his  arms  across, 
his  right  hand  to  liis  left  foot,  and  his  Jefc 
band  to  his  right  foot.  For  this  purpose 
tlie  carpenter  brought  shackles,  and  George 
Ormond  was  compelled  to  put  them  on. 
The  captain  then  ordered  some  cackle  to  be 
made  fast  to  the  limbs  of  the  said  Peter 
Green,  in  which  situation  he  was  then 
hoisted  up,  and  afterwards  let  down  into  a 
boat,  which  was  lying  alongside  the  ship. 
Michael  Cunningham  was  then  sent  to  loose 
tlic  tackle,  and  to  leave  him  there. 

In  the  middle  watch,  or  between  one 
and  two  next  inorning,  George  Ormond 
looked  out  of  one  of  the  port-holes,  and 
called  to  Green,  but  received  no  answer. 
Between  two  and  three,  Paul  Berry,  a  sea- 
man, was  sent  down  into  the  boat  and  found 
him  dead.     He  made  bia  report  to  one  of 

the 
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the  ofiBcers  of  the  ship.  About  five  in  the 
morning,  the  body  was  brought  up,  and 
laid  on  the  waist  near  the  half-deck  door. 
The  captain  on  seeing  the  body,  when  he 
f  ose,  expressed  no  concern,  but  ordered  it  to 
be  knocked  out  of  irons,  and  to  be  buried 
at  the  usual  pkce  of  interment  for  seamen, 
or  Bonny  Point.  I  may  now  observe,  that 
the  deceased  was  in  good  health  before  the 
punishment  took  place,  and  in  high  spirits  ; 
for  he  played  upon  the  flute  only  a  short  time 
before  Rodney  asked  him  for  the  keys,  while 
those  seamen,  who  were  in  health,  danced. 

On  hearing  this  cruel  relation  from  George 
Ormond,  who  was  throughout  a  material 
witness  to  the  scene,  I  had  no  doubt  in  my 
own  mind  of  the  truth  of  it.  But  I  thought 
it  right  to  tell  him  at  once  that  I  had  seen  a 
person,  about  four  weeks  ago,  who  had 
been  the  same  voyage  with  him  and  Peter 
Green,  but  yet  who  had  no  recollection  of 
these  circumstances.  Upon  this  he  looked 
quite  astonished,  and  began  to  grow  angry. 
He  maintained  he  had  seen  the  whole.  He 
had  also  held  the  candle  himself  during  the 
whole  punishment.     He  asserted  that  one 

2  D  2  candle 
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candle  and  half  of  another  were  burnt  out 
while  it  lasted.  He  said  also  tliat,  while 
the  body  lay  in  the  waist,  he  had  handled 
the  abused  parts,  and  had  put  three  of  his 
Hngers  into  a  hole,  made  by  the  double 
walled  knot,  in  the  head,  from  whence  a 
quantity  of  blood  and,  he  believed,  brains 
issued.  He  then  challenged  rae  to  bring  the 
man  before  him.  1  desired  him  upon  this 
to  be  cool,  and  to  come  to  rae  the  next  day, 
and  I  would  then  talk  with  him  again  upon 
the  subject. 

In  the  interim  I  consulted  the  muster-roll 
of  the  vessel  again.  I  found  tlie  name  of 
George  Ormond,  He  had  sailed  in  her  out 
of  Liverpool,  and  had  been  discharged  at 
the  latter  end  of  January  in  the  West  lndies» 
as  he  had  told  me.  I  found  also  the  names 
of  Michael  Cunningham  and  of  Paul  Berry^ 
whom  he  had  mentioned.  It  was  obvious 
also  that  Ormond's  account  of  the  captain  of 
the  Alfred  being  on  board  at  the  time  of  the 
puniiihment,  tallied  with  that  given  me  at 
Bristol  by  an  oiEcer  of  that  ve.nsel,  and  that 
his  account  of  letting  down  Peter  Green  into 
the  boat  tallied  with  that,  which  Mr.  Fal- 
conbridge^ 
3 


ABOLITION  OF   THE  SLAVli-TRADii.         405 

conbridge,  as  I  mentioned  before,  had  heard 
from  the  king  and  the  black  traders  in 
Bonny  river. 

When  he  came  to  me  next  day,  he  came 
in  high  spirits.  He  said  he  had  found  out 
the  man  whom  I  had  seen.  The  man,  how- 
ever, when  he  talked  to  him  about  the  mur- 
der  of  Peter  Green,  afcknowledged  every 
thing  concerning  it.  Ormond  intimated 
that  this  man  was  to  sail  again  in  the  s?.me 
ship  under  the  promise  of  being  an  officer, 
and  that  he  had  been  kept  on  board,  and . 
had  been  enticed  to  a  second  voyage,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  that  he  might  be  pre- 
vented from  divulging  the  matter.  I  then 
asked  Ormond,  whether  he  thought  the  man 
would  acknowledge  the  murder  in  my  hear- 
ing. He  replied,  that,  if  I  were  present,  he 
thought  he  would  not  say  much  about  it, 
as  he  was  soon  to  be  under  the  same  captain, 
but  that  he  would  not  deny  it.  If  however 
I  were  out  of  sight,  though  I  might  be  iii 
hearing,  he  believed  he  would  acknowledge 
the  facts. 

By  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Falconbridge,  I 
found  a  public-house,  which  had  two  rooms 
in  it.     Nearly  at  the  top  of  the  partition  be- 
tween 
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tween  them  was  a  small  window,  which  a 
person  might  look  through  by  standing 
upon  a  chair.  I  desired  Ormond,  one  even- 
ing, to  invite  the  man  into  the  larger  room, 
in  which  he  was  to  have  a  candle,  and  to  talk 
with  him  on  the  subject.  I  purposed  to  sta- 
tion myself  in  the  smallest  in  the  dark,  so 
that  by  looking  through  the  window  I  could 
both  sec  and  hear  him,  and  yet  be  unper- 
ceived  myself.  The  room,  in  which  I  was 
to  be,  was  one,  where  the  dead  were  fre- 
quently carried  to  be  owned.  We  were  all 
in  our  places  at  the  time  appointed.  I  di- 
rectly discovered  that  it^  was  the  same  man 
with  whom  I  had  conversed  on  board  the 
ship  in  the  wet  docks.  I  heard  him  di- 
stinctly relate  many  of  the  particulars  of  the 
murder,  and  acknowledge  them  all.  Or- 
mond, after  having  talked  with  him  some 
time,  said,  "  Well,  then,  you  believe  Peter 
Green  was  actually  murdered  f"  He  repli- 
ed, "  If  Peter  Green  was  not  murdered,  no 
man  ever  was."  What  followed  I  do  not 
know.  I  had  heard  quite  enough ;  and  the 
room  was  so  disagreeable  in  smell,  that  I 
did  not  choose  to  stay  in  it  longer  than  was 
absolutely  necessary. 

I  own 
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I  own  I  was  now  quite  satisfied  that  die 
murder  had  taken  place,  and  my  first 
thought  was  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
mayor,  and  to  take  up  three  of  the  officers 
of  the  ship.  But,  in  mentioning  my  inten- 
tion to  my  friends,  I  was  dissuaded  from  it. 
They  had  no  doubt  but  that  in  Liverpool, 
as  there  was  now  a  notion  that  the  Slave- 
trade  would  become  a  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary •  inquiry,  every  effort  would  be 
made  to  overthrow  me.  They  were  of  opi- 
nion also  tliat  such  of  the  magistrates,,  as 
were  interested  in  the  trade,  when  applied 
to  for  warrants  of  apprehension^  would  con- 
trive to  give  notice  to  the  officers  to  escape. 
In  addition  to  this  they  beUeved,'that  so 
many  in  the  town  were  already  incensed 
against  me,  that  I  should  be  torn  to  pieces, 
and  the  house  where  I  lodged  burnt  down, 
if  I  were  to  make  the  attempt.  I  thought 
it  right  therefore  to  do  nothing  for  the  pre- 
sent ;  but  1  sent  Ormond  to  London,  to  keep 
him  out  of  the  way  of  corruption,  till  I 
should  make  up  my  mind  as  to  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  subject. 

It  is  impossible,  if  I  observe  the  bounds 

I  have  prescribed  myself,  and  I  believe  the 

2  reader 
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reader  will  be  glad  of  ic  on  account  of  hia 
own  feelings,  that  I  should  lay  open  the  nu- 
meroua  cases,  which  came  before  me  at 
Liverpool,  relative  to  the  ill  treatment  of 
the  seamen  in  this  wicked  trade.  It  may  be 
sufficient  to  say,  that  they  harassed  my 
constitution,  and  affected  my  spirits  daily. 
They  were  in  my  thoughts  on  my  pillow 
after  I  retired  to  rest,  and  I  found  them  be- 
fore my  eyes  when  I  awoke.  Afflicting 
however  as  they  were,  they  were  of  great 
use  in  the  promotion  of  our  cause.  For 
tliey  served,  whatever  else  failed,  as  a  sti- 
mulus to  perpetual  energy.  They  made  me 
think  light  of  former  labours,  and  they 
urged  me  imperiously  to  new.  And  here  I 
may  observe,  that  among  the  many  circum- 
stances, which  ought  to  excite  our  joy  on 
considering  the  grt;ac  event  of  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave-trade,  which  has  liow  happily 
taken  pUce,  there  are  few  for  which  we 
ought  to  be  more  grateful,  than  that  from 
this  time  our  commerce  ceases  to  breed  such 
abandoned  wretches;  while  those,  who  have 
thus  been  bred  in  it,  and  who  may  yet  find 
employment  in  other  trades,  will  in  the 
common  coi^ise  of  nature  be  taken  off  in  a 
given 
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given  time,  so  that  our  marine  will  at  length 
be  pm-ified  from  a  race  df  monsters,  which 
have  helped  tb  cripple  its  strengtli,  and  to 
disgrace  its  character. 

The  temper  of  many  of  the  interested 
people  of  Liverpool  had  now  become  still 
more  irritable,  and  their  hostility  more  ap- 
parent than  before.  I  received  anonymotw  \ 
letters,  entreating  me  to  leave  it,  or  I  should 
otherwise  never  leave  it  alive.  The  only 
effect,  which  this  advice  had  upon  me,  was 
to  make  me  more  vigilant  when  I  went  out 
at  night.  I  never  stirred  out  at  this  time 
without  Mr.  Falconbridge.  And  he  never 
accompanied  me  without  being  well  armed. 
Of  this,  however,  I  knew  nothing  until  we 
had  left  the  place.  There  was  certainly  ja. 
time,  when  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  I 
had  a  narrow  escape.  I  was  one  day  on  the 
pier-head  with  many  others  looking  at  some 
little  boats  below  at  the  time  of  a  heavy  gale. 
Several  persons,  probably  out  of  curiosijty, 
were  hastening  thither.  I  had  seen  all  I 
intended  to  see,  and  was  departing,  when 
I  noticed  eight  or  nine  persons  making  to- 
wards me.  I  was  then  only  about  eight  or 
nine  yards  .from  the  precipice  of  the  pier, 

but 


I 

/ 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 


^ 


but  going  from  it.  I  expected  that  they 
would  have  divided  to  let  me  through  them; 
instead  of  which  they  closed  upon  me  and 
bore  me  back.  I  was  borne  within  a  yard 
of  the  precipice,  when  I  discovered  my  dan- 
ger ;  and  perceiving  among  them  the  mur- 
derer of  Peter  Green,  and  two  others  who 
had  insulted  me  at  the  King's  Arms,  it  in- 
stantly struck  me  that  they  had  a  design  to 
throw  me  over  the  pier-head  ;  which  they 
might  have  done  at  this  time,  and  yet  have 
pleaded  that  I  had  been  killed  by  accident. 
There  was  not  a  moment  to  lose.  Vigorous 
on  account  of  the  danger,  1  darted  forward. 
One  of  them,  against  whom  T  pushed  my- 
self, fell  down.  Their  ranks  were  broken. 
And  I  escaped,  not  without  blows,  amidst 
their  imprecations  and  abuse. 

I  determined  now  to  go  to  Lancaster,  to 
make  some  inquiries  about  the  Slave-trade 
there.  I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
William  Jepson,  one  of  the  religious  society 
of  the  Quakers,  for  this  purpose.  I  found 
from  him,  that,  though  there  were  slave- 
merchants  at  Lancaster,  they  made  their 
outfits  at  Liverpool,  as  a  more  convenient 
port.  I  learnt  too  from  others,  that  the 
captain 
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captain  pf  the  last  v^tsel,  which  had  sailed 
out  of  Lancaster  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for 
slaves,  had  taken  off  so  many  of  the  natives 
treacherously,  that  any  other  vessel  known 
to  come  from  it  would  be  cut  off.  Thera 
were  only  now  one  or  two  superannuated 
captains  living  in  the  place.  Finding  I  could 
get  no  oral  testimony,  I  was  introduced  into 
the  Custom-house,  Here  I  just  looked  over 
Ithe  muster-rolls  of  such  slavervessels  as  had 
formerly  sailed  fropi  this  port ;  and  having 
found  that  the  loss  of  seamen  was  precisely 
in  the  same  proportiop  as  elsewhere,  I  gavQ 
myself  no  further  trouble,  but  left  tho 
place,  • 

On  my  return  to  Liverpool,  I  was  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Falconbridge,  that  a  ship- 
mate of  Ormond,  of  the  name  of  Patrick 
Murray,  who  had  been  discharged  in  the 
West  Indies,  had  arrived  there.  This  man, 
he  said,  had  been  to  call  upon  me  in  my 
absence,  to  seek  redress  for  his  own  bad 
usage ;  but  in  the  course  of  conversation  he 
had  confirmed  all  the  particulars  as  stated 
by  Ormond,  relative  to  the  murder  of  Peter 
Green,     On  consulting  the  muster-roll  of 

the 
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the  ship,  I  found  his  name,  and  that  he  had 
been  discharged  in  the  West  Indies  on  the 
second  of  February.  I  determined  therefore 
to  see  him.  I  cross-examined  him  in  the  best 
manner  I  could.  I  could  neither  make  him 
contradict  himself,  nor  say  any  thing  that 
militated  against  the  testimony  of  Ormond. 
I  was  convinced  therefore  of  the  truth  of 
the  transaction;  and,  having  obtained  his 
consent,  I  sent  him  to  London  to  stay  with 
[he  latter,  till  he  shoidd  hear  further  from 
me.  I  learnt  also  from  Mr.  Falconbridge, 
that  my  visitors  had  continued  to  come  to 
the  King's  Arms  during  my  absence  ;  that 
they  had  been  very  liberal  of  their  abuse  of 
me  ;  and  that  one  of  them  did  not  hesitnte 
to  say  (which  is  remarkable)  that  "  I  de- 
served to  be  thrown  over  the  pier-head." 

Finding  now  that  I  could  get  no  further 
evidence ;  that  the  information  which  I  had 
already  obtained  was  considerable*;  and 
that  the  committee  had  expressed  an  earnest 

•  In  London,  Bristol  and  Liverpool,  I  had  already 
obtained  the  iiames  of  more  than  30,000  seamen,  in  dif- 
ferent voyagts,  knowing  what  hatl  become  uf  each. 

desire, 
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desire,  in  a  letter  which  I  had  received,  that 
I  would  take  into  consideration   the  pro- 
priety of  writing  my  Essay  on  the  Impolicy 
of  the  Slaye*trade  as  soon  possible,  I  deter- 
mined upon  leaving  Liverpool.      I   went 
round  accordingly  and  took  leave  of  my 
friends*      The  last  of  these  was  William 
Rathbone,  and  I  have  to  regret,  that  it  wa& 
also  the  last  time  I  ever*  saw  him.     Inde* 
pendently  of  the  gratitude  I  owed  him  for 
assisting  me  in  this  great  cause,  I  respected 
him  highly  as  a  man.     He  possessed  a  fine 
understanding  with  a  solid  judgment.      He 
was  a  person  of  extraordinary  simplicity  of 
manners.     Though  he  lived  in  a  state  of 
pecuniary  independence,  he  gave  an  example 
of  great  temperance,  as  well  as  of  great  hu- 
mility of  mind.     But  however  humble  he 
appeared,  he  had  always  the  courage  to  dare 
to   do  that  which  was  right,     however  it 
might  resist  the  customs  ox  the  prejudices 
of  men.     In  his  own  line  of  trade,  which 
was  that  of  a  timber-merchant  on  an  exten- 
sive scale,  he  would  not  allow  any  article  to 
Ibe  sold  for  the  use  of  a  slave-ship,  and  he 
always  refused  those,  who  applied  to  him 

for 
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for  materials  for  such  purposes.  But  it  is 
eridcnt  that  it  was  his  intention,  if  he  had 
lived,  to  bear  his  testimony  still  more  pub- 
licly upon  this  subject;  for  an  advertisement, 
staling  the  ground  of  his  refusal  to  furnish 
any  thing  for  this  traffic  upon  Christian  prin- 
ciples, with  a  memorandum  for  two  adver- 
tisements in  the  Liverpool  papers,  was  foxmd 
among  his  papers  at  his  decease. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER   XIX. 


Author  proceeds  to  Manchester — -Jinds  a  spirit 
rising  among  the  people  there  for  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave-trade — is  requested  to  deliver  a 
discourse  on  the  subject  of  tlte  Slave-trade"^ 
lieads  of  it — and  extracts — proceeds  to  Ked^ 
dleston  —  and  Birmingham — -^nds  a  similar 
spirit  at  tfie  latter  place — revisits  Bristol — new 
and  difficult  situation  there — Author  crosses  the 
Severn  at  night — unsuccessful  termination  of  his 
joumey^^returns  to  London. 

1  NOW  took  my  departure  from  Liverpool, 
and  proceeded  to  Manchester,  where  I  ar- 
rived on  the  Friday  evening.  On  the  Satur- 
day morning  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  attended 
by  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Bayley  of  Hope, 
called  upon  me.  They  were  then  strangers  to 
me.  They  came,  they  said,  having  heard  of 
my  arrival,  to  congratulate  me  on  the  spirit 
which  was  then  beginning  to  show  itself, 
among  the  people  of  Manchester  and  of 
other  places,  on  the  subject  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  and  which  would  unquestionably 
manifest  itself  furtlier  by  breaking  out  into 

petitions 
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pecuions  to  parliament  for  its  abolition-  t 
was  much  surprised  at  this  intormation. 
1  had  devoted  myself  so  entirely  to  my  ob- 
ject, tliat  I  had  never  had  time  to  read  a 
newspaiier  since  I  left  1-ondoii.  I  never 
knew  therefore,  till  now,  that  the  attention 
of  the  public  had  been  drawn  to  the  subject 
in  such  a  manner.  And  as  to  petitions, 
though  1  myself  had  suggested  the  idea  at 
Bridgcwater,  Bristol,  Gloucester,  and  two 
or  three  other  places,  1  had  only  done  It  pro- 
visionally, and  this  without  either  the  know- 
ledge or  the  consent  of  the  committee.  The 
news,  however,  as  it  astonished,  so  it  almost 
overpowered  mc  with  joy.  I  rejoiced  in  it 
because  it  was  a  proof  of  the  general  good 
disposition  of  my  countrymen ;  because  it 
showed  me  chat  tlie  cause  was  such  as  needed 
only  to  be  known,  to  be  patronised  ;  and 
because  the  manifestation  of  this  spirit 
seemed  to  me  to  be  an  earnest,  that  success 
would  ultimately  follow. 

Tlie  gentlemen  now  mentioned  took  me 
away  widi  them,  and  introduced  me  to  Mr, 
Thomas  Phillips.  We  conversed  at  first 
upon  the  discoveries  made  in  my  journey  ; 
but  in  a  little  time,  understanding  chat   I 

had 
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had  b^en  educated  as  a  clergyman,  they 
came  upon  me  with  one  voice,  as  if  it  had 
been  before  agreed  upon,  to  deliver  a  dis- 
course the  next  day,  which  was  Sunday,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Slave-trade.  I  was  always 
aware  that  ic  was  my  duty  to  do  all  that  I 
could  with  propriety  to  serve  the  cause  I  had 
undertaken,  and  yet  I  found  myself  embar- 
rassed at  their  request.  Foreseeing,  as  I 
have  before  related,  that  this  cause  might 
demand  my  attention  to  it  for  the  greatest 
part  of  my  life,  I  had  given  up  all  thoughts 
of  my  profession.  I  had  hitherto  but  sel- 
dom exercised  it,  and  then  only  to  oblige 
some  friend.  I  doubted  too,  at  tlie  first 
view  of  the  thing,  whether  the  pulpit  ought 
to  be  made  an  engine  for  political  purposes, 
though  I  could  not  but  consider  tJie  Slave-' 
trade  as  a  mass  of  crimes,  and  therefore  the 
effort  to  get  rid  of  it  as  a  Christian  duty.  I 
had  an  idea  too,  that  sacred  matters  should 
not  be  entered  upon  without  due  considera- 
tion, nor  prosecuted  in  a  hasty  but  in  a 
decorous  and  solemn  manner.  I  saw  be- 
sides, that  as  it  was  then  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  this  sermon  was  to  be  forth- 
coming the  next  day,  there  was  not  suf- 
vol;  I.  2  E  ficient> 
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ficient  time  to  compose  it  properly.  AH 
these  difficulties  I  suggested  to  my  new 
friends  without  any  reserve.  But  nothing 
that  I  could  urge  would  satisfy  them.  They 
would  not  hear  of  a  refusal,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  give  my  consent,  though.  I  was 
not  reconciled  to  the  measure. 

When  I  went  into  the  church  it  was  so 
full  that  I  could  scarcely  get  to  my  place ; 
for  notice  had  been  publicly  given,  though 
I  knew  nothing  of  it,  that  such  a  discourse 
would  be  delivered.  I  was  surprised  also  to 
find  a  great  crowd  of  black  people  standing 
round  the  pulpit.  There  might  be  forty  or 
fifty  of  then!.  The  text  thnt  I  took,  as  the 
best  to  be  found  in  such  a  hurry,  was  the 
following;  "  Thou  shalt  not  oppress  a 
stranger,  for  ye  know  the  heart  of  a  stranger, 
seeing  yc  were  strangers  in  the  land  of 
l-.gypt." 

I  took  an  opportunicy  of  showing  from 
these  word,-,  that  Moses,  in  endeavouring 
to  promote  among  the  Children  of  Israel  a 
"tender  dis{)osicion  towards  those  unfortu- 
nate strangers  wh^  had  come  under  their 
dominion,  reminded  them  of  their  own 
sfate  wjicn  strangers  in  Egypt,  as  one  of  the 
most 
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most  forcible  arguments  which  could. l>e 
used  on  such  an  occasion.  For  they  could 
not  have  forgotten  that  the  Egyptians  ^*  had 
made  them  serve  with  rigour ;  that  they 
had  made  their  lives  bitter  with  hard  bon- 
dage, in  mortar,  and  in  brick,  and  in  all 
manner  of  service  in  the  field ;  and  that  all 
the  service,  wherein  they  made  them 
serve,  was  with  rigour."  The  argument 
therefore  of  Moses  was  simply  this  j  **  Ye 
knew  well,  when  ye  were  strangers  in  Egypt, 
the  nature  of  your  own  feelings.  Were  you 
not  made  miserable  by  your  debased  situa- 
tion there  ?  But  if*  «o,  you  must  be  sensU 
ble  that  the  stranger,  who  has  the  same 
heart,  or  the  same  feelings  with  yourselves, 
must  experience  similar  suffering,  if  treated 
in  a  similar  manner.  I  charge  you  then, 
knowing  this,  to  stand  clear  of  the  crime  of 
his  oppression." 

The  law,  then,  by  which  Moses  com- 
manded the  Children  of  Israel  to  regulate 
their  conduct  with  respect  to  the  usage  of  the 
stranger,  I  showed  to  be  a  law  of  universal 
and  eternal  obligation,  and  for  this,  among 
other  reasons,  that  it  was  neither  more  nor 
less  than  th^  Christian  law,  which  appean^ 

2  E  2  afterwards 
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afterwards,  that  we  should  not  do  that  to 
others,  which  we  should  be  unwilUng  to  have 
done  unto  ourselves. 

Having  gone  into  these  statements  at  some 
length,  I  made  an  appUcation  of  them  in  the 
following  words : — 

"  This  bein'g  the  case,  and,  this  law  of 
Moses  being  afterwards  established  into  a 
fundamental  precept  of  Christianity,  I  muse 
apply  it  to  facts  of  the  present  day,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  I  must  apply  it  to — our- 
selves. 

"  And  first,  Are  there  no  strangers,  whom, 
we  oppress  ?  I  fear  the  wretched  African 
will  say,  that  ho  drinks  the  cup  of  sorrow, 
and  that  he  drinks  it  at  our  hands.  Torn 
from  his  native  soil,  and  from  his  family 
and  friends,  he  is  immediately  forced  into  a 
situation,  of  al!  others  the  most  degrading, 
where  he  ;md  his  progeny  arc  considered  as 
cattle,  as  possessions,  and  as  the  possessions 
of  a  man  to  whom  he  never  gave  ofFehcc. 

"  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  but  it  can  be 
abundantly  proved,  that  great  numbers  of 
the  unfortunate  strangers,  who  are  carried 
from  Africa  to  our  colonies,  arc  fraudulent- 
ly and  forcibly  taken  from  their  native  soil. 
]  ^  To 
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To  descant  but  upon  a  single  instance  of 
the  kind  must  be  productive  of  pain  to  the 
ear  of  sensibility  and  freedom*      Consider 
the  sensations  of  the  person,  who  is  thus 
carried  off  by  the  ruffians/  who  have  been 
lurking  to  intercept  him.     Separated  from 
every  thing  which  he  esteems  in  life,  with- 
out the    possibility  even    of   bidding   his 
friends  adieu,  behold  him  overwhelmed  in 
tears  — wringing  his  hands  in  despair — look- 
ing backwards  upon  the  spot  where  all  his 
hopes  and  wishes  lay, — while  his  family  at 
home  are  waiting  for  him  with  anxiety  and 
suspense — are  waiting,  perhaps,  for  suste- 
nance— are  agitated  between  hope  and  fear 
— till  length  of  absence  confirms  the  latter, 
iand  they  are  immediately  plunged  into  in* 
conceivable  misery  and  distress. 

"  If  tliis  instance,  then,  is  sufficiently  me- 
lancholy of  itself,  and  is  at  all  an  act  of 
oppression,  how  complicated  will  our  guilt 
appear,  who  are  the  means  of  snatching 
away  thousands  annually  in  the  sanje  man- 
ner, and  who  force  them  and  their  families 
into  the  same  unhappy  situation,  without 
either  remorse  or  shame  !'* 

Having  proceeded  to .  show,  in  a  more 

parti- 
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particular  manner  than  I  can  detail  here, 
how,  by  means  of  the  Slave-n'ade,  we  op- 
pressed the  stranger,  I  made  an  inquiry  in- 
to the  other  branch  of  the  subject,  or  how 
far  we  had  a  knowledge  of  his  heart. 

To  elucidate  this  point,  I  mentioned  se- 
veral specific  instances,  out  of  those  which 
I  had  collected  in  my  journey,  and  which  I 
could  depend  upon  as  authentic,  of  honour 
— gratitude— fidelity — filial,  fraternal,  and 
conjugal  affection — and  of  the  finest  sensi- 
bility, on  the  part  of  those,  who  had  been 
brought  into  our  colonies  from  Africa,  in 
the  character  of  slaves,  and  then  I  proceeded 
for  a  while  in  the  following  words ; — 

"If,  then,  we  oppress  the  stranger,  asl  have 
shown,  and  if,  by  a  knowledge  of  his  heart, 
we  find  that  he  is  a  person  of  the  same 
passions  and  feelings  as  ourselves,  we  are 
certairly  breaking,  by  means  of  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Slave-trade,  that  fundamental 
principle  of  Christianity,  wlilch  says,  that 
we  shall  not  do  that  unto  another,  which  we 
wish  should  not  be  done  unto  ourselves,  and, 
I  fear,  cutting  ourselves  off"  from  all  expec- 
tation of  the  Divine  blessing.  For  how  in- 
consistent is  our  conduct !    We  come  into 

the 
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the  temple  of  God ;  we  fall  prostrate  before 
him ;  we  pray  to  him^  that  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  us.  But  how  shall  he  have 
mercy  upon  us^  who  have  had  no. mercy 
upon  others !  We  pray  to  him,  again,  that 
he  will  deliver  us  from  evil.  But  how  shall 
he  deliver  us  from  evil,  who  are  daily  in- 
vading the  rights  of  the  injured  African,  and 
heaping  misery  on  his  head !  '* 

J  attempted,  lastly,  to  show,  that,  though 
the  sin  of  the  Slave*trade  had  been  hitherto 
a  sin  of  ignorance,  and  might  therefore 
have  so  far  been  winked  at,  yet  as  the  crimes 
and  miseries  belonging  to  it  became  known, 
it  would  attach  even  to  those  who  had  n6 
concern  in  it,  if  they  suffered  it  to  continue 
either  without  notice  or  reproach,  or  if  they 
did  not  exert  themselves  in  a  reasonable 
manner  for  its  suppression.  I  noticed  par- 
ticularly, the  case  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  which 
were  the  Bristol  and  the  Liverpool  of  those 
times.  A  direct  judgment  had  been  pro- 
nounced by  the  prophet  Joel  against  these 
cities,  and,  what  is  remarkable,  for  the  pro- 
secution of  this  same  barbarous  traj£c 
Thus,  "  And  what  have  ye  to  do  with  me 
O  Tyre  and  Sidon,   and  all   the  coasts  of 

Palestine  ? 
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Palestine  ?  Ye  have  cast  lots  for  my  people. 
Ye  have  sold  a  girl  for  wine.  The  children 
of  Judah,"  and  tlie  children  .of  Jerusalem 
have  ye  eold  unto  the  Grecians,  chat  ye 
miglit  remove  them  far  from  their  own 
border.  Uehold !  1  will  raise  them  out  of 
the  place  whither  ye  have  sold  them,  and  will 
recompense  your  wickedness  on  your  own 
heads."  Such  was  the  language  of  the 
prophet ;  and  Tyre  and  Sidon  fell,  as  he 
.had  pointed  out,  when  the  inhabitants  wepe 
either  cut  off,  or  carried  into  slavery. 

Having  thrown  out  these  ideas  to  the 
notice  of  the  audience,  I  concluded  in  the 
followlnj;  word3  :— 

"  If,  then,  we  wish  to  avert  the  heavy 
national  judgment  which  is  hanging  over 
our  heads  {for  must  we  not  believe  that  our 
crimes  towards  the  innocent  Africans  lie 
recorded  against  us  in  heaven)  let  us  endea- 
vour to  assert  their  cause.  Let  us  nobly 
withstand  the  torrent  of  the  evil,  however 
invcteratcly  it  may  be  fixed  among  the  cns- 
toms  of  the  times  ;  not,  however,  using  our 
liberty  as  a  cloak  of  maliciousness  against 
those,  who  perhaps  without  due  considera- 
tion, have  the  misfortune  to  be  concerned 
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In  it,  but  upon  proper  motives,  and  in  a 
proper .  spirit,  as  the  servants  of  God ;  so 
that  if  the  sun  should  be  turned  into  dark- 
ness,  and  the  moon  into,  blood,  and  the  very 
heaven  should  fall  upon  us,  we  may  fall  in 
the  general  convulsion  without  dismay,  con-' 
scious  that  we  have'  done  our  duty  in  en- 
deavouring  to  succour  the  distressed,  and 
that  the  stain  of  the  blood  of  Africa  is  not 
upon  XLS." 

From  Manchester  I  proceeded  to  Keddle- 
ston  in  Derbyshire,  to  spend  a  day  with 
Lord  Scarsdale,  and  to  show  him  my  little 
collection  of  African  productions,  and  to  in- 
form him  of  my  progress  since  I  last  saw 
him.  Here  a  letter  was  forwarded  to  mo 
from  the  reverend  John  Toogood,  of  Kein- 
ton  Magna  in  Dorsetshire,  though  I  was 
then  unknown  to  him.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  addressed  several  letters  to  the 
inRabitants  of  his  own  county,  through 
their  provincial  paper,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Slave-trade,  which  letters  had  produced  a 
considerable  effect.  It  appeared,  however, 
that,  when  he  began  them,  he  did  not  know 
of  the  formation  of  our  committee,  or  that 
lie  had  a  single  coadjutor  in  the  caus^ 

From 
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From  Keddleston  I  turned  off  to  Bir- 
mingham, being  desirous  of  visiting  Bristol 
in  my  way  to  London,  to  see  jf  any  thiug 
new  had  occurred  since  I  was  there.  I  was 
introduced  by  letter,  at  Birmingham,  to 
Sampson  and  Charles  Lloyd,  the  brothers  of 
John  Lloyd,  belonging  to  our  committee, 
and  members  of  the  religious  society  of 
the  Quakers.  I  was  highly  gratified  in 
finding  that  these,  in  conjunction  with  Mr, 
R^Bsell,  had  been  attempting  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  to  this  great 
subject,  and  that  in  consequence  of  their 
Jaudable  efforts,  a  spirit  was  beginning  to 
show  itself  there,  as  at  Manchester,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade. 
The  kind  manner  in  which  these  received 
jne,  and  the  deep  interest  which  they  ap- 
peared to  take  in  our  cause,  led  me  to  an 
esteem  for  them,  which,  by  means  of  sub- 
sequent visits,  j.^rew  into  a  solid  iriendship. 

At  length  I  arrived  at  Bristol  at  about  ten 
o'clock  on  Friday  morning.  But  what  was 
my  surprise,  when  almost  the  first  thing  I 
heard  from  my  friend  Harry  Gandy  was, 
that  a  letter  had  been  dispatched  to  me  to 
Liverpool,  nearly  a  week  ago,  rs-juesting  me 
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immediately  to  repair  to   this    place  j    for 
that   in  consequence   of  notice   from   the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  advertised  in  the 
public  papers,  the  trial  of  the  chief  mate, 
whom  I  had  occasioned  to  be  taken  up  at 
Bristol,  for  the  murder  of  Williaip  Lines, 
was  coming  on  at  the  01d  Bailey,  and  that 
not  an  evidence  was  to    be  found.      This 
intelligence  almost  paralysed  me.     I  cannot 
describe   my   feelings    on  receiving  it.      I 
reproached    myself   with    my   own   obsti- 
nacy for  having  resisted  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Surges,  as  has  been  before  explained.  All  his 
words  now  came  fresh  into  my  mind.     I 
was  terrified,  too,   with  the   apprehension 
that  my  own  reputation  was  now  at  stake, 
I  foresaw  all  the  calumnies  which  would  be 
spread,  if  the  evidences  were  not  forthcom- 
ing on  this  occasion.     I  anticipated,   also, 
the    inj)>r^  which   the   cause   itself  might 
sustain,  if,  at  our  outset,  as  it  were,  I  should 
not  be  able  to  substantiate  what  I  had  pub- 
licly advanced ;  and  yet  the  mayor  of  Bristol 
had  heard  and  determined   the    case, — he 
had  not   only  examined,   but  re-examined, 
the  evidences, — he  had  not  only  committed, 
\)\xt  re-committed,  the  accused :  this  was  the 

only 
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'  only  consolation  I  had.  1  was  sensible, 
however,  amidst  all  these  workings  of  my 
mind,  that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost, 
and  I  began,  therefore,  to  set  on  foot  an 
inquiry  as  to  the  absent  persons. 

On  waiting  upon  the  mother  of  William 
Lines,  I  learnt  from  her,  tliat  two  out  of 
four  of  the  witnesses'  had  been  bribed  by 
the  slave-merchants,  and  sent  to  sea,  that 
they  might  not  be  forthcoming  at  the  time 
of  the  trial ;  that  the  two  others  had  been 
tempted  also,  but  that  tliey  had  been  ena- 
bled to  resist  the  temptation ;  that,  desirous 
of  giving  their  testimony  in  this  cause,  they 
had  gone  into  _  some  coal-mine  between 
Neath  and  Swansea,  where  they  might  sup- 
port themselves  till  they  should  be  called 
for ;  and  that  she  had  addressed  a  letter  to 
them,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gandy,  above 
a  week  ago,  in  which  she  had  desired  them 
to  come  to  Bristol  immediately,  but  that 
she  had  received  no  answer  from  them.  She 
then  concluded,  either  that  her  letter  had 
miscarried,  or  that  they  had  left  the  place. 

I  determined  to  lose  no  time,  after  the 

receipt  of  this  intelligence ;  and  I  prevailed 

upon  a  young  man,  whom  my  friend  Harry 

Gandy 
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_  • 

Gandy  had  recommended  tq  me,  to  set  oflF 
directly,  and  to  go  in  search  of  them.  He 
was  to  travel  all  night,  and  to  bjing  them, 
or,  if  weary  himself  with  his  journey,  /to 
send  them  up,  without  ever  sleeping  on  the 
road.  It  was  now  between  twelve  and  one 
in  the  afternoon.  I  saw  him  depart.  In 
the  interim  I  went  to  Thompson's,  and 
oth^r  places,  to  inquire  if  any  other  of  the 
seamen,  belonging  to  the  Thomas,  were  to 
be  found ;  but,  though  I  hunted  diligently 
till  four  o'clock,  I  could  learn  nothing  satis- 
factory, I  then  went  to  dinner,  but  I  grew 
uneasy.  I  was  fearful  that  my  messenger  ^ 
might  be  at  a  loss,  or  that  he  might  want 
assistance  on  some  occasion  or  other.  I 
now  judged  that  it  would  have  been  more 
prudent  if  two  persons  had  been  senf,  who 
might  have  conferred  with  each  other,  and 
who  might  have  divided,  when  they  had 
reached  Neath,  and  gone  to  diiferent  mines, 
to  inquire  for  the  witnesses.  These  thoughts 
disturbed  me.  Those,  also,  v<rhich  had  oc- 
curred when  I  first  heard  of  the  vexatious 
way  in  which  things  were  situated,  renewed 
themselves  painfully  to  my  mind.  My  own 
obstinacy  in   resisting  the  advice   of  Mr* 

Surges, 
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Burges,  and  the  fear  of  injury  to  my  own 
reputation,  and  to  that  of  the  cause  I  had 
undertaken,  were  again  before  my  eyes,  I 
became  still  more  uneasyj  and  I  had  no  way 
of  relieving  my  fecUngs,  but  by  resolving 
to  follow  the  young  man,  and  to  give  him 
all  the  aid  in  my  power- 
It  was  now  near  six  o'clock.  The  night 
was  cold  and  rainy,  and  almost  dark.  I 
got  down,  however,  safe  to  the  passage- 
hotise,  and-  desired  to  be  conveyed  across 
the  Severn.  The  people  in  the  house  tried 
to  dii«uadc  me  from  my  design.  They  said 
no  one  would  accompany  me,  for  it  was 
quite  a  tcmp'^st.  I  replied,  tliat  I  would  pay 
those  handsomely  who  would  go  with  me. 
A  person  present  asked  me  if  I  would  give 
him  three  guineas  for  a  boat,  I  replied  I 
would.  He  could  not  for  shame  retract. 
He  went  out,  and  in  about  half  an  hour 
brought  a  person  with  him.  We  were 
obliged  to  have  a  lanthorn  as  far  as  the 
boat.  We  gut  on  board,  and  went  offi 
But  such  a  passage  I  liad  never  before  wit- 
nessed. The  wind  was  furious.  The  waves 
ran  high.  I  could  see  notliing  but  white 
ibam.  The  boat,  also,  was  tossed  up  and 
down 
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down  in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  with 
great  difBculty  I  could  keep  my  seat.  The 
rain,  too,  poured  down  in  such  torrents, 
that  we  were  all  of  us  presently  wet  through. 
We  had  been,  I  apprehend,  more  than  an 
hour  in  this  situation,  when  the  boatmen 
began  to  complain  of  cold  and  weariness. 
I  saw,  also,  that  they  began  to  be  uneasy, 
for  they  did  not  know  where  they  wer& 
They  had  no  way  of  forming  any  judgment 
about  their,  course,  but  by  knowing  the 
point  from  whence  the  wind  blew,  and  by 
keeping  the  boat  in  a  relative  position  to- 
wards it.  I  encouraged  them  as  well  as  I 
could,  though  I  was  beginning  to  be  un- 
easy myself,  and  also  sick.  In  about  a. 
quarter  of  an  hour  they  began  to  complain 
again.  They  said  they  could  pull  no  longer. 
They  acknowledged,  however,  that  they 
were  getting  nearer  to  the  shore,  though  on 
what  part  of  it,  they  could  not  tell.  I  could 
do  nothing  but  bid  them  hope.  They  then 
began  to  reproach  themselves  for  having 
come  out  with  me.  I  told  them  I  had  not 
forced  them,  but  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
their  own  choice.  In  the  midst  of  this 
conversation  I  infwmed  them  that  I  thought 
I  saw 
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I  saw  either  a  star  or  a  light  straight  forward. 
They  both  looked  at  it,  and  pronounced  it 
to  be  a  light,  and  added  with  great  joy  that 
it  must  be  a  light  in  the  Passage-house :  and 
so  we  found  it ;  for  in  about  ten  minutes 
afterwards  we  landed,  and,  on  reaching  the 
house,  Icamt  that  a  servant  naaid  had  been 
accidentally  talking  to  some  othtr  person  on 
the  Starr-case,  near  a  window,  with  a  candle 
in  her  hand,  and  that  the  light  had  appeared 
to  us  from  that  circumstance. 

It  was  now  nbar  eleven  o'clock.  My 
messenger,  it  appeared,  had  arrived  safe  at 
about  five  in  the  evening,  and  had  proceed- 
ed on  his  route.  I  was  very  cold  on  my 
arrival,  and  sick  also.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  chilliness  all  over  me,  both  within  and 
without.  lodeed  I  had  not  a  dry  thread 
about  me.  I  took  some  hot  brandy 
and  water,  and  went  to  bed ;  but  de- 
sired, as  soon  as  my  clothes  were  tho- 
roughly dried,  to  be  called  up,  that  I  might 
go  forward.  This  happened  at  about  two 
in  the  morning,  when  I  got  up.  I  took 
my  brcakfist  by  the  fire  side.  I  then  desi- 
red the  post-boy,  if  he  should  meet  any 
persons  on  ilic  roud,  to  stoji,  and  inform  me. 
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as  I  did  not  know  whether  the  witnesste 
might  not  be  coming  up  by  themselves^ 
and  whether  they  might  not  havQ  passed 
my  messenger  without  knowing  his  errand; 
Having  taken  these  precautions^  I  departed; 
I  travelled  on,  but  we  met  no  one.  I  traced^ 
however,  my  messenger  through  Newport, 
Cardiff,  and  Cowbridge.  I  was  assured,  also| 
that  Jie  had  -  not  passed  me  on  his  return ) 
nor  had  any  of  those  passed  me,  whom  ha 
was  seeking.  At  length,  when  I  was  withib 
about  two  miles  of  Neath,  I  met  him«  H^ 
had  both  the  witnesses  under  his  caret  This 
was  a  matter  of  great  joy  to  me.  I  deter* 
mined  to  return  with  them.     It  was  now 

4 

nearly  two  in  the^^moon.  I  accordingly 
went  back,  but  we  did  not  reach  the  Pas* 
Bage-house  again  till  nearly  two  the  next 
morning. 

During  our  journey,  neither  the  wind  nor 
the  rain  had  much  abated.  It  was  quite 
dark  on  our  arrival  We  found  only  one 
person,  and  he  had  been  sitting  up  in  ex* 
pectation  of  us.  It  was  in  vain  that  I  asktd 
him  for  a  boat  to  put  us  across  the  watir. 
He  said  all/ the  boatmen  were  in  bed ;  and, 
if  they  were  up,  lie  was  sure  that  none  pf 

VOL.  I.  2  f  thocft 
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them  would  venture  out.  It  was  thoughts 
mercy  by  all  of  them,  that  we  were  not  lost 
last  uigiit.  Difiiculties  were  also  started 
about  horses  to  take  us  another  way.  X^na- 
ble  theref(7re  to  proceed,  we  took  refreshment 
■aud  went  to  bed. 

We  atrived  at  Bristol  between  nine  and 
ten  the  next  morning ;  but  1  was  so  ill,  that 
I  could  go  no  further  ;  I  had  been  cold  and 
shivering  ever  since  my  first  passage  across 
the  Severn,  and  I  had  now  a  violent  sore 
throat,  and  a  fever  with  it.  All  I  could  do 
was  to  see  the  witnesses  off  for  London,  and 
to  assign  them  to  the  care  of  an  attorney, 
who  should  conduct  them  to  the  trial.  For 
this  purpose  I  gave  them  ^letter  to  a  friend 
of  the  name  of  Langdale.  I  saw  them  de- 
part. The  mother  of  William  Lines  accom- 
panied them.  By  a  letter  received  on  Tues- 
day, I  learnt  that  they  had  not  arrived  in 
town  till  Monday  morning  at  three  o'clock ; 
that  at  about  nine  or  ten  they  found  out  the 
office  of  Mr.  Langdale  ;  that,  on  inquiring 
for  him,  they  heard  he  was  in  the  country, 
hot  that  he  would  be  home  at  noon  ;  that, 
finding  he  had  not  ihcn  arrived,  they  ac- 
quainted his  clerk  with  the  nature  of  their 
business. 
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business,  and  opened  my  letter  to  show  hiixi 
the  contents  of  it;  that  the  clerk  went  with 
them  to  consult  some  other  person  on  the 
subject,  when  he  conveyed  them  to  the  Old 
Bailey ;  but  that,  on  inquiring  at  the  pro-* 
per  place  about  the  introduction  of  the  wit- 
nesses, he  learnt  that  the  chief  mate  had  beeri 
brought  to  the  bar  in  the  morning,  and,  no 
person  then  appearing  against  him,  that  ho 
had  been  discharged  by  proclamation.  Such 
was  the  end  of  all  my  anxiety  and  labour  in 
this  aflfain     I  was  very  ill  when  I  received 
.  the  letter ;  but  I  saw  the  necessity  of  bearing 
up  against  the  disappointment,  and  I  endea^ 
voured  to  discharge  the  subject  from  my 
mind  with  the  following  wish,  that  the  nar- 
row escape  which  the  chief  mate  had  experi- 
enced, and  which  was   entirely  owing  to 
the  accidental  circumstances  now  explained^ 
might  have  the  eflfect,  under  ProvidencCj  of 
producing  in  him  a  deep  contrition  foi*  bio 
offence,  and  of  awakening  him  to  a  serious 
attention  to  his  future  life  *. 

*  He  barl  undoubtedly  ft  narrow  escape^  for  Mr.  Lang- 
dale's  cltrrk  had  learnt  that  he  had  no  evidence  to  pro- 
duce in  his  favour.  The  slave-merchants,  it  seemitj  had 
counted  most  upon  bribing  those,  wko  were  to  comt 
against  him^  to  disappear. 

2  F  2  I  was 
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I  was  obliged  to  remain  in  Bristol  a  few 
days  longer  in  consequence  of  my  illness ; 
but  as  soon  as  I  was  able  I  reached  Lon- 
don, when  I  attended  a  sitting  of  the  com- 
mittee after  an  absence  of  more  than  five 
months.  At  this  cdnnmittee  it  was  strongly 
fecommended  to  me  to  publish  a  second 
edition  of  my  Essay  on  the  Slavery  and 
Commerce  of  the  Human  Species,  and  to 
insert  such  of  the  facts  in  it,  in  their  proper 
places,  out  of  those  collected  in  my  late 
travels,  as  I  might  judge  to  be  productive 
of  an  interesting  effect.  There  ajipeared  also 
an  earnest  desire  in  the  committee,  that,  di- 
rectly after  this,  I  should  begin  my  Essay 
on  the  Impolicy  of  the  Slave-trade. 

In  compliance  with  their  wishes,  I  deter- 
mined upon  both  these  works.  But  I  re- 
solved to  retire  into  the  country,  that,  by 
being  subject  to  less  interruption  there,  I 
might  the  sooner  finish  them.  It  was  pro- 
per, however,  that  I  should  settle  many 
things  in  London,  before  I  t<iok  my  de- 
parture from  it ;  and,  among  these,  that  I 
should  find  out  George  Ormond  and  Patric 
Murray,  wliom  I  had  sent  from  Liverpool 
on  account  of  tlic  information  they  Jiad 
given 
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given  me  relative  to  the  murder  of  Peter 
Green.  I  saw  no  better  way  than  to  take 
them  before  Sir  Sampson  Wright,  who  was 
then  at  the  head  of  the  police  of  the  metro- 
polis. He  examined,  and  cross-examined 
them'  several  times,  and  apart  from  each 
other.  He  then  desired  their  evidence  to 
be  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  depositions, 
copies  of  which  he  gave  to  me.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  the  murder  would  be  proved. 
The  circumstances  of  the  deceased  being  in 
good  health  at  nine  oVlock  in  the  evening, 
and  of  his  severe  sufierings  till  eleven,  and 
of  the  nature  of  the  wounds  discovered  to 
have  been  made  on  his  person,  and  of  his 
death  by  one  in  the  morning,  could  never, 
he  said,  be  done  away,  by  any  evidence, 
who  should  state  that  he  had  been  subject 
to  other  disorders,  which  might  have  occa- 
sioned his  decease.  He  found  himself  there-* 
fore  compelled  to  apply  to  the  magistrates 
of  Liverpool,  for  the  apprehension  of  three 
of  the  principal  officers  of  the  ship.  But 
the  answer  was,  that  the  ship  had  sailed,  and 
that  they,  whose  names  had  been  specified, 
were  then,  none  of  them,  to  be  found  in 
Liverpool 

It 
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It  was  now  for  me  to  consider,  whether 
1  w'luld  keep  the  twp  witnesees,  Ormotid 
and  Murray,  for  a  year,  or  perhaps  longer, 
at  my  own  expense,  and  run  the  hazard  of 
the  death  of  the  officers  in  the  interun,  and 
of  otiicr  calculable  events.  I  had  feJt  so 
deeply  for  the  usage  of  the  seamen  In  tliis 
cruel  traffic,  which  indeed  had  embittered 
all  my  journey,  that  I  had  no  less  than  nine 
prosecutions  at  law  upon  my  hands  on  their 
account,  and  nineteen  witnesses  deiained  at 
my  own  cost.  The  committee  in  London 
could  give  me  no  assistance  in  these  cases. 
They  were  the  managers  of  the  public  purse 
for  the  aboUtlon  of  the  Slavc-rrnde,  and  any 
expenses  of  this  kind  were  neither  within 
the  limlca  of  tlieir  object,  nor  within  the 
pale  of  their  duty.  From  the  iudividuats 
belonging  to  It,  I  picked  up  a  few  guineas 
by  way  of  private  subscription,  and  this 
was  all.  But  a  vast  load  still  remained  upon 
me,  and  such  as  had  occasioned  uneasiness 
to  my  mind.  I  thought  it  therefore  impru- 
dent to  detain  the  evidences  for  this  purpose 
for  so  long  a  time,  and  I  sent  them  back  to 
Liverpool.  I  commenced,  however,  a  prose- 
cution against  the  captain  at  common  law 

for 
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for  his  barbarous  usage  of  them,  and'tlesired 
that  it  might  be  pushed  on  as  vigorously  at 
possible ;  and  the  result  was^  that  his.  at^ 
torney  was  so  alarmed,  particularly  after 
knowing  what  had  been  done  by  Sir  Samp* 
son  Wright,  that  he  entered  into  a  compro* 
mise  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  suit  hi- 
thCTto  incurred,  and  to  give  Ormond  and 
Murray  a  sum  of  money  as  damages  for  the 
injury  which  they  themselves  had  sustained. 
This  compromise  was  acceded  to.  The.  men 
received  the  money,  and  signed  the  release, 
(of  which  I  insisted  upon  a  copy,)  and  went 
to  sea  again  in  another  trade,  thanking  me 
for  my  interference  in  their  behalf.  But  by 
this  copy,  which  I  have  now'  in  my  posses- 
sion, it  appears  that  care  was  taken  by  the 
captain's  attorney  to  render  their  future  evi- 
dence in  the  case  of  Peter  Green,  almost  im- 
practicable ;  for  it  was  there  wickedly  stated, 
"  that  George  Ormond  and  Patric  Murray 
did  then  and  there  bind  themselves  in  cer- 
tain pcnalclcs,  that  they  would  neither  en- 
courage nor  support  any  action  at  law 
against  tlie  said  captain,  by  or  at  the  suit  or 
prosecution  of  any  other  of  the  seamen  now 
or  late  on  board  the  said  ship,  and  that  they 

released 
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released  the  said  captain  also  from  all  ihan- 
ner  of  actions,  suits,  and  cause  and  causea 
of  action,  informations,  prosecutions,  and 
other  proceedings,  which  thoy  then  had,  or 
ever  had,  or  could  or  might  have  by  reason 
of  the  said  assaults  upon  their  own  persons, 
or  ofher  wrongs  or  injuries  dove  by  the  sfiid 
captain  heretofore  and  to  the  date  of  this 
rekase*" 

*  None  oF  the  nine  actions  before  mcniirmcd  ever  cflme 
to  a  trial,  but  they  were  all  coropromiEed  by  paying  biiui% 

to  the  injured  partit.-s. 
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Jjabours  of  the  commiUee  during  the  an$h&r*s 
Journei/ — Quakers  the  Jirst  to  noiice  its  institu^ 
tion — General  Baptists  the  next — Correspon-' 
dence  opened  ivith  American  societies  for  jikoli" 
tion — First  individual  tvho  addressed  the  com- 
mittee  was  Mr,  JVilliain  Smith — Thanks  voted  to 
Jiamsay — Committee  prepares  lists  of  persons  to 
whom  to  send  its  publications — Barclay^  Taylor^ 
and  IFedgwood  elected  members  of  the  committee 
^-^Letters  from  Brissot^  and  others — Granville 
Sharp  elected  chairman — Seal  ordered  io  be  en" 
gravedr^-rLetters  from  different  correspondents 
<fs  tlf^ey  offered  their  services  to  the  committee. 

JLhe  Gommittee,  during  my  absence,  had 
attended  regvilarly  at  their  posts.  They  had 
l^een  both  vigilant  ^nd  industrious.  They 
were,  in  short,  the  persons,  who  had  been 
the  means  of  raising  the  public  spirit,  which 
I  had  observed  first  at  Manchester,  and  af- 
terwards as  I  journeyed  on.  It  will  be  pro- 
per, therefore,  that  I  should  now  say  some-f 
thing  of  their  labours,  and  of  the  fruits  of 
them.     And  if,  in  doing  this,  I  should  be 

4  more 
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more  minute  for  a  few  pages  than  fiome 
would  wish,  I  must  apologize  for  myself  by 
Baying  that  there  are  others,  who  would  be 
Sony  to  lose  the  knowledge  of  the  particular 
manner  in  which  the  foundation  was  laicl» 
and  the  super^ruccure  advanced,  of  a  work, 
which  will  make  so  brilliant  an  appearance 
in  our  hl&tory  as  that  of  the  abolitiou  of  the 
Slave-trade. 

The  committee  having  dispersed  fiye  hun- 
dred circular  letters,  giving  an  account  of 
their  institution,  lii  Loudon  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, the  Quakers  were  the  first  to  no- 
tice it.  This  they  did  in  their  yeai-ly  epistle, 
of  which  t!ic  following  is  an  extract: — *' '\\'e 
have  alao  thiiukfully  to  believe  there  is  a 
grooving  attei^tion  in  many,  not  of  our  re- 
ligious Socictv,  to  the  subject  of  Ncgro-sla- 
vcry  ;  and  that  the  minds  of  the  people  are 
ninre  and  more  enlarged -to  consider  it  as  an 
aggregate  of  every  species  of  evil,  and  to  sec 
the  utter  inconsistency  of  upholding  it  by 
the  authority  of  any  nation  whatever,  espe- 
cially of  such  as  punish,  with  loss  of  life, 
crimes  whose  magnitude  bears  scarce  any 
propovtion  to  this  complicated  inic|uity." 
The  General  Bamkts  were  the  next;  for 


^ 
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on  the  twenty-aecond  of  June,  Stepheni 
Lowdell  and  Dan  Taylor  attended  as  a  de- 
putation from  the  annual  meeting  of  that 
religious   body,  to  inform  the  committee, 

■ 

that  those,  whom  they  represented,  approved 
their  proceedings,  and  that  they  would 
countMiance  the  object  of  their  institution. 

The  first  individual,  who  addressed  the 
committee,  was   Mr.  William  Smith,   the 
prcftent  member  for  Norwich.     In  his  letter 
he  expressed  the  pleasure  he  had  received  in 
finding  persons  associated  in  the  support  of 
a  cause,  in  which  he  himself  had  taken  a 
deep  interest.     He  gave  them  advice  as  to 
their  future  plana.     He  promised  them  all 
the  cooperation  in  his  power :  and  he  ex- 
horted them  not  to  despair,  even  if  their 
first  attempt  should  be  unsuccessful ;    ^^  for 
consolation,"  says  he,  *•  will  not  be  want- 
ing.  You  may  rest  satisfied  that  the  attempt 
will  be  productive  of  some  good;  thm:  the 
fervent  wishes  of  the  righteous  will  be  on 
your  side,  and  that  the  blessing  of  those 
who  are  ready  to  perish  will  fall  upon  yoiu*' 
And  as  Mr.  Smith  was  the  first  person  to 
address  the  committee  as  an  individual  after 
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its  formation,  so,  next  to  Mr.  Wilberforce 
and  the  members  of  it,  he  gave  the  most 
time  and  attention  to  the  promotioii  of  the 
cause. 

On  the  fifth  of  July,  the  committee  opened 
a  correspondence,  by  means  of  William  Dilt- 
wyn,  with  the  societies  of  Philadelpliia  and 
New  York,  of  whose  institution  an  account 
has  been  given.  At  this  sitting  a  due  sense 
■was  signirted  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Ramsay, 
and  a  dgsirc  of  his  friendly  communications 
when  convenient. 

The  two  next  meetings  were  principally 
occupied  in  making  out  lists  of  the  names  of 
persons  in  the  coiir.try,  to  wJiom  the  cn:n- 
inittce  should  send  their  publications  for 
distribution.  For  this  purpose  every  member 
was  to  bring  in  an  account  of  those  whom 
he  knew  personally,  and  wliom  he  believed 
not  only  to  be  willing,  but  qualified  on  ac- 
count of  their  judgment  and  the  weight  of 
their  character,  to  take  an  useful  part  in  the 
work,  which  was  to  be  assigned  to  them. 
It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that,  when 
the  lists  were  arranged,  the  committee,  few 
as  they  were,  found  they  had  friends  in  no 

less 
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les8  then  thirty-nine  counties  *,  in  each  of 
which  there  were  several,  so  that  a  know- 
ledge of  their  institution  could  now  be  soon 
diffusively  spread. 

The  committee,  having  now  fixed  upon 
their  correspondents,  ordered  five  hundred 
of  the  circular  letters,  which  have  been  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  five  thousand  of  the 
Summary  Views,  an  account  of  which  has 
been  given  also,  to  be  printed. 

On  account  of  the  increase  of  business^ 
which  was  expected  in  consequence  of  the 
circulation  of  the  preceding  publications^ 
Robert  Barclay,  John  Vickris  Taylor,  and 
Josiah  Wedgwood  esquire,  were  added  to 
the  committee ;  and  it  was  then  resolved, 
that  any  three  members  might  call  a  meet- 
ing when  necessary. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  August,  the 
new  correspondents  began  to  make  their  ap- 
pearance.     This  sitting  was  distinguished 

♦  Tlie  Quakers  by  means  of  their  discipline  have  a 
greater  personal  knowledge  of  each  other,  than  the  mem- 
bers of  any  other  religious  society.  But  two- thirds  of 
the  committee  were  Quakers,  and  hence  the  circumstance 
is  explained,  flence  also  nine-tenths  of  our  first  coad- 
jutors were  Quakers. 

by 
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hj  die  receipt  of  letters  from  two  celebrated 
persons.  The  first  was  from  Brissot,  dated 
Paris,  August  the  eighteenth,  who,  it  may 
be  rccollectetl,  was  au  active  member  of  the 
National  Convention  of  France,  and  who 
fuflcrcd  in  the  pcrsecutioa  of  Robespiere. 
The  second  was  from  Mr.  John  Wesley, 
whose  useful  labours  as  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  are  so  well  known  to  our  country- 
men. 

Brissot,  in  this  letter,  congratulated  the 
members  of  the  committee,  on  having  come 
together  for  so  laudable  an  object.  He  of- 
fered his  own  assistance  towards  the  promo- 
tion of  it.  He  desired  also  tliat  Iiis  v:iluab]e 
friend  Claviere  (who  suffered  also  under 
Robespiere)  might  be  joined  to  him,  and 
that  both  might  be  acknowledged  by  the 
committee  as  associates  in  what  he  called  this 
heavenly  work.  He  purposed  to  translate 
and  circulate  through  France,  such  publica- 
tions as  they  might  send  him  from  time  to 
time,  and  to  appoint  bankers  in  Paris,  who 
might  receive  subscriptions  and  remit  them 
to  London  for  the  good  of  their  common 
cause.  In  the  mean  time,  if  !ils  own  coun- 
trynien  should  be  fonntl  to  take  an  interest 
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in  this  great  cause,  it  was  not  improbable' 
that  a  committee  might  be  formed  in  Paris,^ 
to  endeavour  to  secure  the  attainment  o€ 
the  same  object  from  the  government  iff 
France. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  were  votod 
to  Brissot  for  this  disinterested  offer  of  hiff 
services,  and  he  was  elected  an  honorary 
and  corresponding  member.  In  reply,  how- 
ever, to  his  letter  it  was  stated,  that,  as  the 
committee  had  no  doubt  of  procuring  from 
the  generosity  of  their  own  nation  sufiGcient 
funds  for  effecting  the  object  of  their  insti- 
tution, they  declined  the  acceptance  of  any 
pecuniary  aid  from  the  people  of  France, 
but  recommended  him  to  attempt  the  forma- 
tion of  a  committee  in  his  own  country,  and 
to  inform  them  of  his  progress,  and  to  make 
to  them  such  other  communications  as  he 
might  deem  necessary  upon  the  subject  from  ■ 
time  to  time. 

Mr.  Wesley,  whose  letter  was  read  next, 
informed  the  committee  of  the  great  satis- 
faction which  he  also  had  experienced,  when 
he  heard  of  their  formation.  He  conceived 
that  their  design,  while  it  would  destroy  the 
Slave-trade,  would  also  strike  at  the  root  of 

the 
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the  established  churich,  for  the  offer  of  his 
senrices  for  the  county  of  Norfolk.  They 
ordered  also  one  thousand  of  the  circular 
letters  to  be  additionally  printed. 

At  one  of  these  meetings  a  resolution  was 
made,  that  Granville  Sharp,  esquire,  be  ap« 
pointed  chairman.  This  appointment,  though 
now  first  formally  made  in  the  minute  book, 
was  always  understood  to  have  taken  place ; 
but  the  modesty  of  Mn  Sharp  was  such, 
that,  though .  repeatedly  pressed^  he  would 
never  consent  to  take  the  chair,  and  he  ge- 
nerally refrained  from  coming  into  the 
room  till  after  he  knew  it  to  be  taken.  Nor 
could  he  be  prev^led  upon,  even  after  this 
resolution,  to  alter  his  tonduct :  for  though 
he  continued  to  sign  the  papers,  which  were 
handed  to  him  by  virtue  of  holding  this  of- 
fice, he  never  was  once  seated  as  the  chair- 
man during  the  twenty  years  in  which  he 
attended  at  these  meetings.  I  thought*lt 
not  improper  to  mention  this  trait  in  his 
character.  Conscious  that  he  engaged 
in  the  cause  of  his  fellow-creatures  solely 
upon  the  sense  of  his^  duty  as  a  Christian, 
he  seems  to  have  supposed  either  that  he 
had  done  nothing  extraordinary  to  merit 

VOL.  I.  2  G  such 
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such  a  distinction,  or  to  have  been  fearful 
lest  the  acceptance  of  it  should  bring  a  atajn 
Hpoii  the  motive,  on  wliich  alone  he  under- 
took it. 

On  the  second  and  sixteenth  of  October 
two  sittings  took  place ;  at  the  latter  of  which 
a  sub-committee,  which  had  been  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  brought  in  a  design  for  a 
seal.  An  African  was  seen,  {as  in  the 
figure  *,)  in  chains  in  a  supplicating  pos- 
ture,   kneeling    with  one    knee    upon   the 


gfifcind,  and  with  both  his  hands  lifted  up 
to  Heaven,  and  round  the  seal  was  observed 
the  fojlowing  motto,  as  if  he  was  uttering 
the  words  himself—-"  Am  I  not  a  Man  and 
a  Brother  ?"  The  dej^ign  having  been  ap- 
proved of,  a  seal  was  ordered  to  be  engraved 

•  The  figure  \s  tuther  larger  than  that  in  the  seal. 

from 
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from  it.  I  may  mention  here,  that  ttus 
leal,  simple  as  the  design  was,  was  made  to 
contribute  largely,  as  will  be  shown  in  its 
proper  place,  towards  turning  the  attention 
of  onr  countrymen  to  the  case  of  the  injured 
Africans,  and  of  procuring  a  warm  inttrat 
in  their  &Tour. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  October  several  letten 
were  read ;  one  of  these  was  from  BrissoC 
and  Claviere  conjointly.  In  this  they  ac- 
knowledged the  satis&ction  they  had  re- 
ceived on  being  considered  as  associates  in 
the  humane  work  of  the  abolition  of  tho 
Slave-trade,  and  correspondents  in  France  for  ^ 
the  promoddh  of  it.  They  declared  it  to  be 
their  intention  to  attempt  the  establishmiat 
of  a  commitee  there  on  the  same  princi^U 
as  that  in  England:  but,  in  consequence  c^ 
the  difiereat  conscitutions  of  the  two  govern- 
ments, they  gave  the  committee  reason  to 
suppose  that  their  proceedings  must  be  di£> 
ferent,  as  well  as  slower  than  those  in  Eng- 
land, for  the  same  object. 

A  second  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  John 

Wesley.     He  said  that  he  had  now  read  thtt 

publications,  which  the  committee  had  seKC 

him,  and  that. he  took,  if  posuble,  a  still 

2  G  3  deeper 
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deeper  interest  in  their  cause.  He  exhorted 
tliem  to  more  tlian  ordinary  diligence  and 
perseverance ;  to  be  prepared  for  opposition; 
CO  be  cautious  about  the  manner  of  pro-. 
curing  information  and  evidence,  that  no 
stain  might  fall  upon  their  character ;  and 
to  take  care  that  the  question  shoxdd  be  ar- 
gued as  well  upon  the  consideration  of  in- 
terest as  of  humanity  and  justice,  the  former 
of  which  he  feared  would  have  more  weight 
than  the  larter  ;  and  he  recommended  theni 
and  their  glorious  concern,  as  before,  to  the 
protection  of  Him  who  was  able  tosuppon 
them. 

Letters  were  read  from  Dr.  Mce,  approv- 
ing the  institution  of  the  committee;  from 
Charles  Lloyd  of  Birmingham,  stating  the 
interest  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  town 
were  taking  in  it ;  and  from  William  Russell, 
esquire,  of  the  same  place,  stating  the  same 
drcumstance,  and  that  he  would  cooperate 
with  the  former  in  calling  a  public  meeting, 
and  in  doing  whatever  else  was  necessary 
for  tlie  promotion  (rf"  so  good  a  cause.  A 
letter  was  read  also  from  Manchester,  signed 
conjointly  by  George  Barton,  Thomas 
Cooi>er,  John  Ferriar,  Thomas  Walker, 
Thorn  a» 
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Tliomas  Phillips,  Thomas  Butterworth  Bay- 
ley,  and  George  Lloyd,  esquires,  promising^ 
thtiir  assistance  for  ^at  place.  Two  others 
were  read  from  John  Kerrich,  esquire,  of 
Harleston,  and  from  Joshua  Grigby,  esquire^ 
of  Drinkston,  each  tendering  their  service,* 
one  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  the  other 
for  the  county  of  Sufiblk.  The  latter  con* 
eluded  by  saying,  "  With  respect  to  mysctf,* 
in  no  possible  instance  of  my  public  coor' 
duct  can  I  receive  so  much  sincere  satisfkt-:* 
tion,  as  I  shall  by  the  vote  I  will  most  as- 
suredly give  in  parliament,  in  support  of 
this  most  worthy  efibrt  to  suppress  a  traffic, 
which  is  contrary  to  all  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity, and  the  laws  of  our  religion/' 

A  letter  was  read  also  at  this  sitting  from 
major  Cartwright,  of  Marnham,  in  which  he 
o£^red  his  own  services,  iji  conjunction  with 
those  of  the  reverend  John  Charlesworth,  of 
Ossington,  for  the  county  of  Nottingham.  ? 

**  i  congratulate  you,"  says  he  in  this  lefr 
ter,  "  on  the  happy  prospect  of  some  cott- 
siderable  step  at  least  being  taken  towards 
the  abolition  of  a  traffic,  which  is  not  only 
impious  in  itself,  but  of  all  others  tends 
most  to  vitiate  the  human  mind. 

*'  Although 
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"  Although  procrastination  is  generally 
pernicious  in  cases  depending  upon  the  feeU 
ings  of  the  heart,  I  should  ahnost  fear  chat, 
without  very  uncommon  exertions,  you  will 
scarcely  be  prepared  early  in  the  next  sessions 
for  bringing  the  business  into  parliament 
with  the  greatest  advantage.  But  be  that 
•s  it  may,  let  the  best  use  be  made  of  the 
intermediate  time  ;  and  then,  if  there  be  a 
superintending  Providence,  which  governs 
every  thing  in  the  moral  world,  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope  for  a  blessing  on  this 
particular  work," 

The  last  letter  was  from  Robert  Boucher 
Nlckolls,  dean  of  Middleham  in  Yorkshire. 
In  this  he  stated  that  he  was  a  native  of  the 
West  Indies,  and  had  travelled  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America.  He  then  oflFered  some 
important  information  to  the  committee,  as 
his  mite  towards  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  them  to 
persevere.  He  attempted  to  prove  that  the 
natural  increase  of  the  Negros  already  in  the 
West  Indian  Islands  would  be  fully  adequate 
to  the  cultivation  of  them  without  any  fresh 
supplies  from  Africa,  and  that  such  natural 
increase  would  be  secured  by  humane  treat- 
ment. 
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ment.  i  th  this  view  he  iQRtanced  the  two 
estaus  of  Mr.  Mac  Mahon  and  i^  Dr.  Mapp 
in  the  iiland  t^  Barbadoes,  The  first  re- 
quired continual  supplies  of  new  slaves,  m 
consequence  of  the  severe  and  cruel  usage 
adopted  upon  it.  The  latter  overflowed 
with  labourers  in  consequence  of  a  Sjstcm 
of  kindness,  so  that  it  almost  peopled  an- 
other esute.  Hating  related  these  instances, 
he  cited  others  in  North  America,  where, 
though  the  climate  was  less  favourable  to 
the  constitution  of  the  Africans,  but  their 
treatment  better,  they  increased  also.  He 
combated,  from  his  own  personal  knowledge, 
the  argument  that  self-interest  was  always 
sufficieni  to  ensure  good  usage,  and  main- 
tained that  there  was  only  one  way  of  se^ 
curing  it,  which  was  the  etttire  abolition  of  . 
the  Slave-trade.  He  showed  in  what  man- 
ner the  latter  measure  would  operate  to  the 
desired  end.  He  then  dilated  on  the  inju«> 
tjce  and  inconsistency  of  this  trade,  and 
supported  the  policy  of  the  abolition  of  it, 
both  to  the  planter,  tlie  merchant,  and  tb^ 
nation. 

This  letter  of  the  Dean  of  Middleham, 
which 
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which  was  a  little  Essay  of  itself,  was  deemed 
of  so  much  importance  by  the  committee, 
but  particularly  as  it  was  the  result  of  local 
knowledge,  that  they  not  only  passed  a  re- 
solution of  thanks  to  him  for  it,  but  desired 
his  permission  to  print  it. 

The  committee  sat  again  on  the  thirteenth 
and  twenty-second  of  November.  At  the 
first  of  these  sittings,  a  letter  was  read  from 
Henry  Grimston,  esquire,  of  Whitwell  Hall, 
near  York,  offering  his  services  for  the  pro- 
motion of  the  cause  in  his  own  county. 
At  the  second,  the  Dean  of  Middleham's 
answer  was  received.  He  acquiesced  in  the 
request  of  the  committee ;  when  five  thou- 
sand of  his  letters  were  ordered  immediately 
to  be  printed. 

On  the  twenty-second  a  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  James  Mackenzie,  of  the  town  of 
Cambridge,  desiring  to  forward  theobject  of 
the  institution  there.  Two  letters  were  read 
also,  one  from  the  late  Mr.  Jones,  tutor  of 
Trinity  College,  and  the  other  from  Mr. 
William  Frend,  fellow  of  Jesus  College.  It 
appeared  from  these  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  University  of  Cambridge  were  beginning 
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to  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave-trade,  among  whom  Dr.  Watson, 
the  bishop  of  Llandaff,  was  particularly  con- 
spicuous. Ac  this  committee  two  thousand 
new  Summary  Views  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  circular  letter  to  be  pre- 
fixed to  each,    ■" 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 

Lahourx  nf  the  committee  continued  to  February 
J  783 — Committee  elect  iiao  meml:er.i — vote 
thanks  to  Fa/co7ibridge  and  others — receive 
letters  from  Groi'e  and  nthcr-t — circulate  jiumc' 
rous pul-licalions — ma/ie  a  rcjiort — senddrcular 
letters  to  corporate  bodies — rtlca.\e  Kegrcs  uu- 
justhj  delfiined—^jid  nai-  correspondents  m 
Archdeacon  Paley—the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
— liiihop  of  Ooi/}ie — Bishop  of  Peterborough 
— and  in  many  others. 

The  labours  oi  the  committee,  during  my 
absence,  were  as  I  have  now  explained 
them ;  but  as  I  was  obliged,  almost  imme- 
diately on  joining  them,  to  retire  into  the 
country  to  begin  my  new  work,  I  must  give 
an  account  of  th«ir  further  ficrvices  till  I 
joined  them  again,  or  till  the  middle  ot 
February  1788. 

During  sittings  which  were  held  from 
the  middle  of  December  1787  to  the  eigli- 
teenth  of  January  1788,  the  biisiness  of  the 
committee  had  so  increased,  that  it  was 
found  proper  to  make  an  addition  to  their 
number. 


ABOLITION  OP  TBS  SLAVE-TRADE.  459 

number.  Accordinglj  James  Mardn  and 
WiUiam  Morton  Pitt,  esquires,  members  of 
parliament,  and  Robert  Hunter,  and  Joseph 
Smith,  esquires,  were  chosen  members  of 
it. 

The  knowledge  also  of  the  instttution  of 
the  society  had  spread  to  such  an  extent, 
and  the'  eagerness  among  indtviduals  to  see 
the  publications  of  the  committee  had  been 
so  great,  that  the  press  was  kept  almost  con- 
stantly going  during  the  time  now  men- 
tioned. No  fewer  than  three  thousand  lists 
of  the  subscribers,  with  a  circular  letter  pre- 
fixed to  them,  explaining  the  object  of  th« 
institution,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  with- 
in this  period,  to  which  are  to  be  added 
fifteen  hundred  of  Benezet*s  Account  of 
Guinea,  three  thousand  of  the  Dean  of  Mtd- 
dleham's  Letters,  five  thousand  Summary 
Views,  and  two  thousand  of  a  new  edition 
of  the  Slavery  and  Commerce  of  the  Human 
Species,  which  I  had  enlarged  before  the 
last  of  these  sittings  from  materials  collected 
in  my  late  tour. 

The  thanks  of  the  corilmittee  were  voted 
during  this  period  to  Mr.  Alexander  Falcon- 
bridge,  for  the  assistance  he  had  given  me 
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in  my  inquiries  into  the  nature  of  the  Slave- 
trade. 

As  Mr.  Falconbridge  had  but  Jately  re- 
turned from  Africa,  and  as  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances, which  had  taken  place  but  a 
little  time  ago,  were  less  liable  to  objections 
(inasmuch  as  they  proved  the  present  state 
of  things)  than  those  which  had  happened 
in  earlier  times,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
write  an  account  of  what  he  had  seen  du- 
ring the  four  voyages  he  had  made  to  that 
continent;  and  accordingly,  within  the  pe^ 
riod  which  has  been  mentioned,  he  began 
his  work. 

The  committee,  during  these  sittings,  kept 
up  a  conespondcnce  with  those  gentlemen 
wlio  were  mentioned  in  the  last  chapter  to 
have  addressed  them.  But,  besides  these, 
they  found  other  voluntary  correspondents 
in  the  following  persons,  Capel  Loflft,  esquire, 
of  Troston,  and  the  reverend  R.  Brome  of 
Ipswich,  both  in  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
These  made  an  earnest  tender  of  their  ser- 
vices for  those  parts  of  the  county  in  which 
they  resided.  Similar  offers  were  made  by 
Mr.  Hammond  of  Stanton,  near  St.  Ives, 
in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  by  Thomas 
Parker, 
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Parker,  esquire,  of  Beverley,  and  by  William 
Grove,  esquire,  of  Litchfield,  for  their  re-^ 
Apective  towns  and  neighbourhoods.  ' 

A  letter  was  received  also  within  this  pe- 
riod jrom  the  society  established  at  Phila* 
delphia,  accompanied  with  documents  in 
proof  of  the  good  efiects  of  the  manumission 
of  slaves,  and  with  specimerfs  of  writing 
and  drawing  by  the  same.  In  this  letter 
the  society  congratulated  the  committee  in 
London  on  its  formation,  and  professed  its 
readiness  to  cooperate  in  any  way  in  which 
it  could  be  made  useful. 

During  these  sittings,  a  letter  was  also 
read  from  Dr.  Bathurst,  now  bishop  of  Nor- 
wich, dated  Oxford,  'December  the  seveo- 
teenth,  in  which  he  offered  his  services  in 
the  promotion  of  the  cause. 

Another  was  read,  which  suted  that  Dr. 
Home,  president  of  Magdalen  College  in 
the  same  university,  and  afterwards  bishop 
of  the  same  see  as  the  former,  highly  fa-*  ^ 
voured  it. 

Another  was  read  from  Mr.  Lambert, 
fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  in 
which  he  signified  to  the  committee  the 
great  desire  he  had  to  promote  the  object  of 

their 
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tlieir  institution.  He  had  drawn  up  a  num- 
ber of  queries  relative  to  the  state  of  the 
unhappy  slaves  in  the  islands,  which  he  had 
transmitted  to  a  friend,  who  had  resided  in 
them,  to  answer.  Tliese  answers  he  pur- 
posed to  forward  to  the  committee  on  their 
arrival. 

Another  was  read  from  Dr.  Hinchhffe, 
bishop  of  Peterborough,  in  which  he  testi- 
fied his  hearty  approbation  of  the  insticu- 
tion,  and  of  the  design  of  it,  and  his  deter- 
mination to  support  the  object  of  it  in  par- 
Hamcnt.  He  gave  in  at  the  same  time  a 
plan,  which  he  called  Thoughts  on  the 
Means  of  Abolishing  the  Slave-trade  in  Great 
Britain  and  in  our  West  Indian  Islands,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

At  the  last  of  these  sittings,  the  commit- 
tee thought  it  right  to  make  a  report  to  the 
public  relative  to  the  state  and  progress  of 
their  cause;  but  as  this  was  composed  from 
materials,  which  the  reader  has  now  in  his 
possession,  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  pro- 
duce it. 

On  the  twenty-second  and  twenty-ninth 

of  January,  and  on  the  6fth  and  twelfth  of 

February,  1788,    sittings   were  also  held. 

During 
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During  these,  die  business  stiU  increasiDg, 
Joha  Maitland,  esquire,  was  elected  a  xavwi* 
ber  of  the  comouttee. 

As  the  correspondents  of  the  committee 
wo'e  now  numerous,  and  as  these  solicited 
publications  for  the  use  of  those  who  a^ 
plied  to  them,  as  well  as  of  those  to  whom 
they  wished  to  give  a  knowkdge  of  the  sut>« 
ject,  the  press  was  kept  in  constant  employ 
during  this  period  also.  Five  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  additional  Reports  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  also  three  thou^ 
sand  of  Falconbridge's  Account  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  the  manuscript  of  wliich  was  now 
finished.  At  this  time,  Mr.  Newton,  rector 
of  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  in  London,  who  had 
been  in  his  youth  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
but  who  had  now  become  a  serious  and 
useful  divine,  felt  it  his  duty  to  write  hit 
Thoughts  on  the  African  Slave-trade.  The 
committee,  having  obtained  permission^ 
printed  three  thousand  copies  of  these  also. 

During  ^ese  sittings,  the  chairman  was 
requested  to  have  frequent  communication 
with  Dr.  Porceus,  bishop  of  London,  as  he 
liad  expressed  his  desire  of  becoming  useful 
to  the  institution. 

A  circular 
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A  circular  letter  also,  with  the  report  be- 
fore mentioned,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
mayors  of  several  corporate  towns. 

A  case  also  occurred,  which  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  notice.  The  treasurer  re- 
ported that  he  had  been  informed  by  the 
chairman,  that  the  captam  of  the  Albion 
merchant  ship,  trading  to  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras, had  picked  up  at  sea  from  a  Spanish 
ship,  which  had  been  wrecked,  two  black 
men,  one  named  Henry  Martin  Burrowes, 
a  free  native  of  Antigua,  who  had  served  in 
the  royal  navy,  and  the  other  named  Antonio 
Berrat,  a  Spanish  Negro ;  that  the  said  cap- 
tain detained  these  men  on  board  his  ship, 
then  lying  in  the  river  Thames,  against  their 
will ;  and  that  he  would  not  give  them  up. 
Upon  this  report,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
cause  of  these  unfortunate  captives  should 
be  espoused  by  the  committee.  Mr.  Sharp 
accordingly  caused  a  writ  of  habeas-corpus 
to  be  served  upon  them  ;  soon  after  which 
he  had  the  satisfaction  of  reporting,  that 
they  had  been  delivered  from  the  place  of 
their  confinement. 

During  these  sittings  the  following  letters 
were  read  also  i 

One 
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One  from  Richard  How,  of  Apsley,  ofier- 
ing  his  services  to  the  commitcee. 

Another  from  the  reverend  Christopher 
Wyvill,  of  Burton  Hall  in  Yorkshire,  to  the 
same  effect. 

Another  irom  Archdeacon  Plymley,  (now 
Corbettj)  m  which  he  expressed  the  deep  in* 
tcrest  he  took  in  this  cause  of  humanity  and 
freedom,  and  the  desire  he  had  of  making 
himself  useful  as  far  as  he  could  towards 
the  support  of  it ;  and  he  wished  to  knaW| 
as  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  Litchfield  and 
Coventry  were  anxious  to  espouse  it  also, 
whether  a  petition  to  parliament  from  them, 
as  a  part  of  the  estabhshed  church,  would  . 
not  be  desirable  at  the  present  season. 

Another  from  Archdeacon  Paley,  contuu- 
ing  his  sentiments  on  a  plan  for  the  aboU-  - 
tion  of  the  Slave*trade,  and  the  manumissioa 
of  slaves  in  our  islands,  and  offering  his  fu- 
ture services,  and  wishing  success  to  the 
undertaking. 

Another  from  Dr.  Sharp,  prebendary  of 
Durham,  inquiring  into  the  probable  amount 
of  the  subscriptions  which  might  be  wanted, 
and  for  what  purposes,  with  a  view  of  serv- 
ing the  cause. 

VOL.  1.  S  H  Another 
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Another  from  Dr.  Woodward,  ImMp  of 
Cloyne,  in  which  he  approved  of  the  insti- 
tutioa  of  the  committee.  He  conceived  the 
Slave-trade  to  be  no  less  disgraceful  to  the 
legislature  and  injurious  to  the  true  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country,  than  it  was 
productive  of  unmerited  misery  to  the  un- 
happy objects  of  it,  and  repugnant  both  to 
the  principles  and  the  spirit  of  the  Christian 
religion.  He  wished  to  be  placed  among 
the  asserters  of  the  liberty  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  he  was  therefore  desirous  of 
subscribing  largely,  as  well  as  of  doing  all 
he  could,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  for 
the  promotion  of  such  a  charitable  work. 

A  communication  was  made,  soon  after 
the  reading  of  the  last  letter,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Chevalier  de  Ternant,  fram 
the  celebrated  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  of 
France.  The  marquis  signified  the  singular 
pleasure  he  had  received  on  he'aring  of  the 
formation  of  4  committee  in  England  for  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave-trade,  and  the  earnest 
desire  he  had  to  promote  the  object  of  it. 
With  this  view,  he  informed  the  committee 
that  he  should  attempt  the  formation  of  a 
fcimilar  society  in  France.  This  he  con^ 
1  celved 
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drind  to  be  one  of  the  most  efiectual  mes- 
ture»  he  could  devise  for  securing  the  obJACI 
in  quettion  j  for  he  vas  of  optnion,  that  if 
the  two  great  nations  <^  France  aDf}  Eog^ 
land  were  to  unite  in  this  humane  and  (^hrjui> 
cian  work,  the  other  European  nations  might 
bt  induced  to  follow  the  example. 

The  committee,  on  receiving  the  two  Uttaf 
communications,  resolved,  that  the  cfaaimiaQ 
should  return  their  thanks  to  the  Bishc^  of 
Cloyne,  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and 
the  Chevalier  de  Temant,  and  that  he  shoiftU 
inform  them,  that  they  were  enrolled  among 
the  honorary  and  correspon^ng  membuv 
of  the  Society. 

The  other  letters  read  during  these  sittings 
were  to  convey  information  to  the  commit- 
tee, that  people  in  various  parts  of  the  king- 
dom had  then  felt  themselves  so  deeply  in- 
terested in  behalf  of  the  injured  Afridms, 
that  they  had  determined  either  on  pubHc 
meetings,  or  had  come  to  resolutions,  or 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  petition  parHir 
ment^  ftM*  the  abolition  of  the  ^ve-crada 
Information  was  signified  to  this  ei^ct  by 
Thomas  Walker,  esquire,  for  Manchester; 
by  John  Hoyland,  William  Hoyles,  eaquire, 
2h  2  v^d 
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and  the  reverend  James  Wilkinson,  for  Shef- 
field ;  by  William  Tukc,  and  William  Burgh 
esquire,  for  York ;  by  the  reverend  Mr. 
Foster,  for  Colchester ;  by  Joseph  Har- 
ford and  Edmnnd  Griffith,  esquires,  for 
Bristol;  by  WilHam  Bishop,  esquire,  the 
mayor,  for  Maidstone ;  by  the  reverend  R. 
Brome  and  the  reverend  J.  Wright,  for 
Ipswich ;  by  James  Clark,  esquire,  the  mayor, 
for  Coventry ;  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, for  the  University  of  Cambridge  ;  by 
Dr.  Schomberg,  of  Magdalen  College,  for 
the  University  of  Oxford;  by  Henry  Bullen, 
esquire,  for  Bury  Sc.  Edmunds;  by  Arch- 
deacon Travis,  far  Chcoter;  by  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, for  the  county  of  Huntingdon ;  by 
John  Flint,  esquire,  (now  Corbett,)  for  the 
town  of  Shrewsbury  and  county  of  Salop  ; 
by  the  reverend  Robert  Lucas,  for  the  town 
and  also  for  the  county  of  Northampton  ; 
by  Mr.  Winchester,  for  the  county  of  Staf- 
ford ;  by  the  reverend  William  Leigh,  for 
the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  by  David  Barclay, 
for  the  county  of  Hertford;  and  by  Thomas 
Babington,  esquire,  for  the  county  of 
Leicester. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER   XXn. 


Further  progress  to  tlie  mtdSle  of  May — Petitions 
begin  to'te  sent  to  partiament^-^The  king  orders 
the  privj/  couvcii  to  inrjUir&^into  the  Slm^e-trad^ 
— Author  catted  txp  M  towiir^lus  iniervieivs  with 
Mr.  Pitt^-^hd  with  Mn  (no^v  Lord)  Gnmvilie'^ 
Liverpool  delegates  examined  Jirst-^these  prfr, 

judice    the    council --thi^   prejudice,  at    lengiJL 
couiUeracted-'-^Labours  of  the  committee  in  the 
interim — Public  ajixious  for  the  introduction  of 
the  question  into  parliament — Message  of  Mr. 
Pitt  to  the  committee  concerning  it — Day  fixed 

for  the  motion — Substance  of  the  debate  which 

followed — discussion  of  the  general  qtiestion  rfe- 

ferred  till  the  next  sessions. 

By  this  time  the  nature  of  the  Slave- 
trade  had,  in  consequence  of  the  Ij^bours  of 
the  committee  and  of  their  several  corce^. 
spondents^become  generally  known  through- 
out the  kingdom.  It  had  excited  a  general 
attention,  and  there  was  among  people  a 
general  feeling  in  behalf  of  the  wrongs  of 
Africa.  This  feelifig  had  also,  as  may  be 
collected  from  what  has  been  already  men* 

tioned, 
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fflevebth;  ¥788,  directed  that  k  committw 
of  privy  council  ahould  sit  as  a  board  of 
trade,  ^^  to  tal:e  into  their  consid^^adoa  tJife 
present  state  of  the  African  trade,  pardctf- 
larly  as  far  as  related  to  the  practice  and 
manner  of  purchasing  or  obtaining  sktM 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  importatioii 
and  sale  thereof,  either  in  the  British  colo- 
nies and  settlements,  or  in  the  foreign  ccdo- 
nies  and  settlements  in  America  or  the  We<(- 
Indies ;  and  also  as  far  as  related  to  the  t£- 
fects  and  consequences  of  die  trade  both  ib 
Africa  and  in  the  said  colMues  and  sett!** 
ments,  and  to  the  genwal  commerce  of  this 
kingdom ;  and  that  they  should  report  to  him 
in  council  the  result  of  their  inqmries,  with 
such  observations  as  they  might  have,  to  b£- 
fer  thereupon**' 

Of  this  order  of  council  Mr.  Wilberfofcc, 
who  had  attended  to  this  great  subject,  n 
far  as  his  health  would  piermit,  smce  I  left 
him,  had  received  notice ;  but  he  Was  theh 
too  ill  himself  to  take  any  measures  coth- 
ceming  ib  He  dberefore  wrote  to  me,  and 
begged  of  me  to  repair  to  London  imittie^ 
diattly  in  order  to  get  such  evidence  read^, 
M  we  mi^t  ^nk  it  eligible  to  ihttoducfe 

when 
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when  the  conncil  sat.  At  tliat  time,  as  ap* 
pears  from  the  former  chapter,  I  had  finished, 
the  additions  to  my  E^say  on  the  Slavery 
and  Commerce  of  the  Human  Species,  and 
I  had  now  proceeded  about  half  way  in  chat 
of  the  impolicy  of  it.  This  summons,  how- 
ever, I  obeyed,  and  returned  to  town  on 
the  fourteenth  of  February,  from  which 
day  to  the  twenty-fourth  of  May  I  shall 
now  give  the  history  of  our  proceedings. 

My  first  business  in  London  was  to  hold 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Pitt  previously  to 
the  meeting  of  the  council,  and  to  try  to 
interest  him,  as  the  first  minister  of  state, 
'  in  our  favour.  For  this  purpose  Mr,  Wil- 
berforce  had  opened  the  way  for  me,  atid 
^n  interview  took  place.  We  were  in  free 
conversation  together  for  a  considerable 
time,  during  which  we  went  through  most 
of  the  branches  of  the  subject.  Mr.  I'itt 
appeared  to  me  to  have  but  little  knowledge 
of  it.  He  had  also  his  doubts,  which  he 
expressed  openly,  on  many  points.  He  was 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  private  interest 
should  not  always  restrain  the  master  of  the 
slave  from  abusing  him.  This  matter  I  ex- 
plained to  him  as  well  as  I  could  ;  and  if  h^ 

was 
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was  not  emircly  satisfied  with  my  interpr** 
tHtion  of  it,  ha  was  at  least  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  cruel  practices  were  more  proba> 
ble  than  he  had  imagined.  A  second  o^ 
cumstance,  of  the  truth  of  which  he  doubted, 
was  the  mortality  and  usage  of  seamen  in 
this  trade  ;  and  a  third  was  the  statement, 
by  which  so  much  had  been  made  of  the 
riches  of  Africa,  and  of  the  genius  and  ab^ 
hties  of  her  -people ;  for  he  seemed  at  a  low 
to  comprehend,  if  these  things  were  to, 
how  it  had  happened  that  they  should  not 
have  been  more  generally  noticed  before.  1 
promised  to  satisfy  him  upon  these  pcnnta, 
and  an  int^view  was  fixed  for  this  purposs 
the  next  day. 

At  the  time  appointed  I  went  with  my 
books,  papers,  and  African  productioQt. 
Mr.  Pitt  e^tamined  the  former  himself.  He 
turned  over  leaf  after  leaf,  in  which  the  aw 
pies  of  the  muster-rolls  were  contained,  with 
great  patience ;  and  when  he  had  lool^ed  over 
above  a  himdred  pages  accurately,  and  found 
the  name  of  every  seaman  inserted,  his  former 
abode  or  sorice,  the  time  of  his  entry,  and 
what  had  become  of  him,  either  by  death, 
discharge  or  desertion,  he  expiessed  his  sur.- 
Si  pris« 
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prise  at  the  great  pains  which  had  been  ta- 
ken in  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  and  con- 
fessed, with  some  emotion,  that  his  doubts 
were  wholly  removed  with  respect  to  thfe 
destructive  nature  of  this  employ  ;  and  he 
said,  moreover,  that  the  facts  contained  in 
these  documents,  if  they  had  been  but  fairly 
copied,  could  never  be  disproved.  He  was 
equally  astonished  at  the  various  woods  and 
other  productions  of  Africa,  but  most  o€ 
all  at  the  manufactures  of  the  natives  in 
cotton,  leather,  gold,  and  iron,  which  were 
laid  before  him.  These  he  handled  and  ex- 
amined over  and  over  again.  Many  subliflM 
thoughts  seemed  to  rush  in  upon  him  at 
once  at  the  sight  of  these,  some  of  which 
he  expressed  with  observations  becoming  a 
great  and  a  dignified  mind.  He  thanked 
me  for  the  light  I  had  given  him  on  many 
of  the  branches  of  this  great  question.  And 
I  went  away  under  a  certain  conviction  that  I 
had  left  him  much  impressed  in  our  favour. 

My  next  visit  was  to  Mr.  (now  Lord) 
Grenville.  I  called  upon  him  at  the  reqxiest 
of  Mr.  Wilberforce,  who  had  previously 
written  to  him  from  Bath,  as  he  had  pro- 
mised to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  privy 
council 
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council  dTinag  the  exaitu&atitHis  which  treit 
to  take  place.  I  foond  in  the  course  df  oar 
conversation  tibat  Mr.  Grenville  had  not 
dten  more  knowledge  of  the  subject  than 
Mr.  Ktt ;  but  I  found  him  difierently  dp* 
cumstanced  in  other  respects,  for  I  pnceived 
in  him  a  warm  feeling  in  behalf  of  the  in- 
jured Africans,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  possibility  of  all  the  barbarities  which 
had  been  alleged  against  this  traffic.  I  show- 
ed him  all  my  papers  and  some  of  my  na- 
tural productions,  which  he  examined.  I 
was  with  him  the  next  day,  and  once  again 
afterwards,  so  that  the  subject  was  consi- 
dered in  all  its  parts.  The  effect  of  this  in- 
terview with  him  was  of  course  different 
from  that  upon  the  minister.  In  the  former. 
case  I  had  removed  doubts,  and  given  birth 
to  an  interest  in  favour  of  our  cause.  But 
I  had  here  only  increased  an  interest  whkh 
had  already  been  excited.  I  had  only  en- 
larged the  mass  of  feeling,  or  added  ?eal  to 
zeal,  or  confirmed  resolutions  and  reason- 
ings. Disposed  in  this  manner  origiaally 
himself,  and  strengtliened  by  the  documents 
with  which  I  had  furnished  him,  Mr.  Gren- 

ville 
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ville  contracted  an  enmity  to  the  Slave-trade, 
whicbwas  never  afterwards  diminished*. 

A  report  having  gone  abroad,  that  the 
committee  of  privy  council  would  only  ex- 
amine those  who  were  interested  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  trade,  I  found  it  necessary 
to  call  upon  Mr.  Pitt  again,  and  to  inform 
him  of  it,  when  I  received  an  assurance 
that  every  person,  whom  I  chose  to  send  to 
the  council  in  behalf  of  the  committee, 
should  be  heard.  This  gave  rise  to  a  con- 
versation relative  to  those  witnesses  whom  we 
had  to  produce  on  the  side  of  the  abolition. 
And  here  I  was  obliged  to  disclose  our  weak- 
ness in  this  respect.  I  owned  with  sorrow 
that,  though  I  had  obtained  specimens  and 
official  documents  in  abundance  to  prove 
many  important  points,  yet  I  had  found  it 
difficult  to  prevail  upon  persons  to  be  pub- 
licly examined  on  this  subject.     The  only 

*  I  have  not  mentioned  the  difference  hetween  these 
two  eminent  persons,  with  a  view  of  drawing  any  invU 
dious  comparisons,  but  bceause,  as  these  statements  are 
true,  such  persons  as  tiavc  a  high  opinion  of  the  late 
Mr.  Pitt's  judgment,  may  see  that  this  great  man  did 
not  espouse  the  caitse  hastily,  or  merely  as  a  matter  of 
t'eeling,  but  upon  the  conviction  of  his  own  mind. 

persons, 
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persons,  we  could  then  count  upon,  were 
Mr.  Ramssiy,  Mr.  H.  Gandy,  Mr.  Falcon- 
bridge,  Mr.  Newton,  and  the  Dean  of  Mid- 
dlehanu  There  was  one,  however,  who 
would  be  a  host  of  himself,  if  we  could  but 
gain  him.  I  then  mentioned  Mr.  Norris. 
I  told  Mr.  Pitt  the  nature^  and  value  o^the 
testimony  which  he  had  given  me  at  Liver- 
pool, and  the  great  zeal  he  had  discovered 
to  serve  the  cause. .  I  doubted,  however,  if 
he  would  come  to  London  for  this  purpose, 
even  if  I  wrote  to  him ;  for  he  was  intimate 
with  almost  all  the  owners  of  slave-vessels 
in  Liverpool,  and  living  among  these  he 
would  not  like  to  incur  their  resentment,,  by 
taking  a  prominent  pttt  against  them.  I 
therefore  entreated  Mr.  Pitt  to  send  him  a 
summons  of  council  to  attend,  hoping  that 
Mr.  Norru^  would  then  be  pleased  to  come 
up,  as  he  would  be  enabled  to  reply  to  his 
friends,  that  his  appearance  had  not  been 
voluntary.  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  informed 
^e,  that  a  summons  from  a  committee  of 
privy .  council  sitting  as  a  board  of  tradd 
yras  not  binding.tipon  the  subject,  and  there* 

4 

*  See  his  eyideqce  Gbap^  xvii. . 

fore 
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fore  that  I  had  no  other  means  left  but  of 
vrricing  to  him,  and  he  desired  me  to  do  this 
by  the  first  post. 

This  letter  I  accordingly  wrote,  and  sent 
it  to  my  friend  William  Rathbone,  who  ■was 
to  deliver  it  in  person,  and  to  use  his  own 
influence  at  the  same  time ;  but  I  received 
for  answer,  that  Mr.  Norris  was  then  in 
London.  Upon  this  I  tried  to  find  him.  our, 
to  entreat  him  to  consent  to  an  examination 
before  tlie  council  At  length  I  found  his 
address ;  but  before  I  could  see  him,  I  was 
told  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  that  he  had 
come  up  as  a  Liverpool  delegate  in  support 
of  the  Slave-trade.  Astonished  at  this  in- 
formation, I  made'^he  bishop  acquainted 
with  the  case,  and  asked  him  how  it  became 
me  to  act ;  for  I  was  fearful  lest,  by  exposing 
Mr.  Norris,  I  should  violate  the  rights  of 
hospitality  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  not  ex- 
posing him,  that  I  should  not  do ''my  duty 
to  the  cause  I  had  undertaken  on  the  Other. 
His  advice  was,  that  I  should  see  him,  and 
ask  him  to  explain  the  reasons  of  his  coi^ 
duct.  I  called  upon  him  for  this  purpose, 
but  he  was  out.  He  sent  me,  however,  a 
letter  soon  afterwards,  'which  was  full  of 
fiattsry. 
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flatter79  aad  in  whicli,  after  having  paid  high 
compliments  to  the  general  force  of  my  ar« 
guments,  and  the  general  justice  and  hucoa* 
nity  of  my  sentiments  on  this  great  question,^ 
which  had  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his 
mind»  he  had  found  occasion  to  difier  from 
me^  since  we  had  last  parted^  on  particular 
points^  and  that  he  had  therefor^  less  reluc- 
tantly yielded  ta  the  call  of  becoming  a  de- 
legate) — diough  notwithstanding  he  would 
gladly  have  declined  the  ofBce  if  he  could 
have  done  it  with  propriety. 

At  length  the  coimcil  began  their  exami- 
nations. Mr.  Norris,  Lieutenant  Matthews^ 
of  the  navy,  who  had  just  left  a  slave*em« 
ploy  in  Africa,  and  Mr.  James  Penny,  for- 
merly a  slave-captain,  and  then  interested  as 
a  merchant  in  the  trade,  (which  three  were 
the  delegates  from  Liverpool)  took  possession 
of  the  ground  first.  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Weuyes, 
and  others,  followed  them  on  the  same  side^ 
The  evidence  which  they  gave,  as  previously 
concerted  between  themselves,  may  be  short- 
ly r€{;iresented  thus  :  They  denied  that  kid- 
napping either  did  or  could  take  place  in 
Africa,  or  that  wars  were  made  there,  for  the, 
purpose  of  procuring  slaves.     Having  done 

away 
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jects.  A  thousand  persons  at  least  were 
sacrificed  annually  on  these  difiei'eiic  occa-* 
sions.  The  great  men^  too,  of  the  country 
cut  off  a  few  heads  on  fescival-^Iays.  From 
all  these  particulars  the  humanity  of  the 
Slave-trade  was  inferred,  because  It  took 
away  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  into  lands 
where  no  such  barbarities  were  known. 
But  the  humanity  of  it  was  insisted  upon  by 
positive  circumstances  also,  namely,  that  a 
great  number  of  the  slaves  were  prisoners 
of  war,  and  that  in  former  times  all  such 
were  put  to  death,  whereas  now  they  were 
saved ;  so  that  there  was  a  great  accession 
of  happiness  to  Africa  since  the  introduction 
of  the  Trade. 

These  statements,  and  those  of  others  on 
the  same  side  of  the  question,  had  a  great 
effect,  as  may  easily  be  conceived,  upon  the 
feelings  of  those  of  the  cotincil  who  wefe 
present.  Some  of  them  began  immediately 
to  be  prfejudiced  against  us.  There  were 
others  who  even  thought  that  it  was  almost 
unnecessary  to  proceed  in  the  inquiry,  foi* 
that  the  Trade  was  actually  a  blessing.  They 
had  little  doubt  that  all  our  assentons  coa- 
ceming  it   would    be  found  false.      The 

VOL.  t.  2  1  Bishop 
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council  had  not  then  held  its  sittings  inofe 
than  a  month,  and  these  only  twice  or  thrice 
a  week,  the  following  paragraph  was  seen  in 
a  morning  paper  i— "  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  privy  council  will  be  ready  in  a 
few  days.  After  due  examination  it  appears 
that  the  major  part  of  the  complaints  against 
this  Trade  are  ill-founded.  Some  regular 
cions,  however,  are  expected  to  take  place, 
which  may  serve  in  a  certain  degree  to 
appease  the  cause  of  humanity." 

But  while  they  who  were  interested  had 
produced  this  outcry  against  us,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  had  fallen  from  their  ewn 
witnesses  in  the  course  of  their  examina- 
tions, they  had  increased  it  considerably  by 
the  industrious  circulation  of  a  most  artful 
pamphlet  among  persons  of  rank  and  for- 
tune at  the  West  end,of  the  metropolis,  which 
was  called,  Scriptural  Researches  on  the  Li- 
citness  of  the  Slave-trade.  This  they  had 
procured  to  be  written  by  R.  Harris,  who 
was  then  clerk  in  a  slave-house  in  Liver- 
pool, but  had  been  formerly  a  clergyman 
and  a  Jesuit,  As  they  had  maintained  in 
the  first  instance,  as  has  been  already  shown, 
2i2  the 


4-a4  THE  HISTORY  Of   Tilt 

tile  humanity  of  the  traffic,  so,  by  means  of 
this  p;imphlet  cliey  asserted  its  consistency 
with  revealed  reUgion.  That  such  a  book 
should  have  made  converts  in  such  an  age 
is  surprising  ;  and  yet  many,  vrho  ought  to 
have  known  better,  were  carried  away  by  it ; 
and  we  had  now  absokitely  to  contend,  and 
almost  to  degrade  ourselves  by  doing  so, 
against  the  double  argument  of  tlie  huma- 
nity and  the  holiness  of  the  trade. 

By  these  means,  but  particularly  by  the 
former,  the  current  of  opinion  in  particular 
circles  ran  against  us  for  the  first  mouth, 
and  so  strong,  that  it  was  impossible  for  us 
to  stem  it  at  once  :  but  as  some  of  the  coun- 
cil recovered  from  their  panic,  and  their 
good  sense  became  less  biassed  by  their  feel- 
ings, and  they  were  in  a  state  to  hear  rea- 
son, their  prejudices  began  to  subside.  It 
began  now  to  be  understood  among  them, 
that  almost  all  the  witnesses  were  concerned 
in  the  continuance  of  the  Trade.  It  began  to 
be  known  also,  (for  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Bishop 
of  London  took  care  tiiat  it  should  be  circu- 
lated,) that  Mr.  Norrls  had  but  a  short  time 
before  furnished  me  at  Liverpool  with  in- 
formation, 
'J 
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formation,  all  of  which  he  had  concealed* 
irom  the  council,  but  all  of  which  made  for 
^e  abolition  of  it.  Mr.  Deva7nes  also,  a 
respectable  member  of  parliament,  who  had 
been  in  Africa,  and  who  had  been  appealed 
to  by  Mr.  Norris,  when  examined  before 
the  privy  council,  in  behalf  of  hi&  extraor- 
dinary facts,  was  unable,  when  summon- 
ed, CO  confirm  them  to  the  desired  ex- 
tent. From  this  evidence  the  council  col- 
lected, tbftt  human  sacrifices  were  not  made 
on  the. arrival  of  White  traders,  as  had  been 
asserted }  that  there  was  no  poll-tax  in  Da- 
homey at  all ;  and  that  Air.  Norris  must  have 
been  mistaken  cm  these  points,  for  he  must 
have  been  there  at  the  time  of  the  ceremony 
of  watering  the  graves,  when  about  sixty 
persons  suffered.  This  latter  custom  more- 
over appeared  to  have  been  a,  religious  su- 
perstition of  the  country,  8\^ch  as  at  Otar< 
heite,  or  in  Britain  in  the  time  of  the  Druids, 
and  tQi  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 

*  This  was  also  the  case  with  another  witness,  Mr, 
Weuves.  He  had  givea  me  accounts,  before  any  stir 
wu  made  about  the  Slave-trade,  relative  to  it,  all  of 
which  he  kept  back  when  He  waa  examined  there. 

Slave- 
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Slare-trade*.  With  respect  to  prisoners  of 
war,  Mr.  Devaynes  allowed  that  the  old,  the 
lame,  and  the  wounded,  were  often  put  to 
death  on  the  spot ;  but  this  was  to  save 
the  trouble  of  br(ng;ing  them  away.  The 
young  and  the  healthy  were  driven  ofF  for 
sale  ;  but  if  they  were  not  sold  when  of- 
fered, they  were  not  killed,  but  reserved  for 
another  market,  or  became  house-slaves  ta 
the  conquerors.  Mr.  Devaynes  also  main- 
tained, contrary  to  the  allegations  of  the 
others,  that  a  great  number  of  persons  were 
kidnapped  in  order  to  be  sold  to  the  ships, 
and  that  the  goverti'ment,  where  tliis  hai>- 
^cncd,  was  not  strong  enough  to  prevent  it. 
But  besides  these  draw-backs  from  the 
weight  of  the  testimony  which  had  been 
given,  it  began  to  be  perceived  by  some  of 
the  lords  of  the  council,  that  the  cruel  su- 
perstitions which  had  beeti-dc'scribed,  ob- 
tained only  in  one  or  two  countries  in  Afri- 
ca, and  these  of  insignificant  extent;'  whereas 

*  Rising  a  religion^  c.'ijsioni,  it  wciiU]  slill  have  gone 
on,  t'.KJujii  'lie  Slavu-tr.ifte  hail  been  abohshed  ;  nor 
could  the  iiiercbahls  at  any  tunc  have  bought  off  a  sin^ 
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at  the  dme,  when  their  minds  were  carried 
away  as  it  were  by  their  feeUngs,  they  had 
supposed  them  to  attach  to  the  whole  of  that 
Tast  continent.  They  perceivedalEo,that  there 
were  circumstances  related  in  the  evidence 
by  the  delegates  themselves,  by  means  of 
which,  if  they  were  true,  the  inhumanity  of 
the  trade  might  be  established,  and  this  to 
their  own  disgrace.  They  had  all  confessed 
that  such  slaves  as  the  White  traders  refused 
to  buy  were  put  to  death  ;  and  yet  that  these 
traders,  knowing  that  this  would  be  the  case, 
had  the  barbarity  uniformly  to  reject  those 
vhomt  it  did  not  suit  them  to  purchase.  Mr. 
Matthews  had  rejected  one  of  thisdescription 
himself,  whom  he  saw  afterwards  destroyed. 
Mr.  Penny  had  known  die  refuse  thrbvnt 
down  Melimba  rock.  Mr.  Norris  himself, 
when  certain  priscHX^rs  of  war  Were  ofiered 
to  him  for ,  ^ale',  decliued  buying  them,  ben 
cause,  they  appeared  unhealthy ;  and  though 
the  king,  -then  told  him  that  he  would  put 
them-  to  death,  he  could  notrb?  prevailed 
upon  to  taioi  t|\em,  but  left  them  to  their 
hard  fate ;  and  he  had  the  boldness  to  state 
afterwards,  that  it  was  his  belief  that  many 
of  them  Ktu^ly  sufiered-  "t 

These 
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These  considerations  had  the  effect  ordt- 
minishing  the  prejudices  of  some  of  the 
council  on  this  great  question  :  and  whea 
this  was  perceived  to  be  the  case,  it  was  tho 
opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Grenville,  and  the 
Bishop  of  London,  that  we  should  send  three 
or  four  of  our  own  evidences  for  examina- 
tion, who  might  help  to  restore  matters  to 
an  equilibrium.  Accordingly  Mr.  Falcon- 
bridge,  and  some  others,  all  of  whom  were 
to  speak  to  the  African  part  of  the  subject, 
were  introduced.  These  produced  a  certain 
weight  in  the  opposite  scale.  But  soon  af- 
ter these  had  been  examined,  Dr.  Andrew 
Sp^nrman,  professor  of  physic,  and  inspec- 
tor of  the  museum  of  the  royal  academy  at 
Stockholm,  and  his  companion,  C.  B.  Wad- 
strom,  chief  director  of  the  assay-office  there, 
arrived  in  England.  These  gentlemen  had 
been  lately  sent  to  Africa  by  the  late  king 
of  Sweden,  to  make  discoveries  in  botany, 
mineralogy,  and  other  departments  of  sci- 
ence. For. this  purpose  the  Swedish  ambas- 
sador at  Paris  had  procured  them  permis- 
sion from  the  French  government  to  visit 
the  countries  bordering  on  the  Senegal,  and 
had  ensured  them  protection  there.      They 

had 
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had  been  conveyed  to  the  place  of  their  de- 
stination, where  they   had  remained  from 
August  1787  to  the  end  of  January  1788 ; 
but  meeting  with  obstacles  which  they  had 
not  foreseen,  they  had  left  it,  and  had  re- 
turned to  Havre  de  Grace,  from  whence 
they  had  just  arrived  in  London,  in  their 
way  home.     It  so  happened,  that  by  means 
of  George  Harrison,  one  of  our  committee, 
I  fell  in  unexpectedly  with  these  gentlemen. 
I  had   not  long  been  with  them  before   I 
perceived  the  great  treasure   I   had  found. 
They  gave  me  many  beautiful  specimens  of 
African  produce.     They  showed  me  their 
journals,   which   they   had   regularly   kept 
from  day  to  day.     In  these  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  a  number  of  circumstances 
minuted  down,  all  relating  to  the  Slave- 
trade,  and  even  drawings  on  the  same  sub- 
ject.     I  obtained  a  more  accurate  and  satis- 
factory knowledge  of  the  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Africans  from  these,  than  from 
all  the  persons  put  together  whom  I  had  yet 
seen.  1  was  anxious,  therefore,  to  take  them 
before  the  committee  of  council,  to  which 
they  were  pleased  to  consent ;    and  as  Dr. 
Spaarman  was  to  leave  London  in  a  few 

days, 
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days,  I  procured  hita  an  introduction  6rst. 
His  evidence  went  to  show,  that  the  natives 
of  Africa  lived  in  a  fruitful  and  luxuriant 
country,  which  supplied  all  their  wants,  and 
that  they  would  be  a  happy  people  if  it 
were  not  for  the  existence  of  the  Slave- 
trade.  He  instanced  wars  which  he  knew 
to  have  been  made  by  the  Moors  upon  the 
Kegros  (for  they  were  entered  upon  wholly 
8t  the  instigation  of  the  White  traders)  for 
the  purpose  ot  getting  slaves,  and  he  had  the 
pain  of  seeing  the  unhappy  captives  brought 
in  on  such  occasions,  and  some  of  them  in  a 
wounded  state.  Among  them  were  many 
women  and  children,  and  the  women  were 
in  ^rcat  alllictlou.  He  saw  also  the  king  of 
Barbesin  send  out  his  parties  on  expeditions 
of  a  similar  kind,  and  he  saw  them  return 
■with  slaves.  The  king  had  been  made  intox- 
icated on  purpose,  by  the  French  agents,  or  he 
would  never  liave  consented  to  the  measure. 
He  stated  also,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
temptations  held  out  by  slave-vessels  coming 
upon  the  coast,  the  natives  seized  one  an- 
other in  the  night,  when  they  found  oppor- 
tunity ;  and  even  invited  others  to  their 
houses,  whom  they  treacherously  detained, 

and 
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and  sold  at  these  times ;  so  that  every  enor- 
mity was  practised  in  Africa,  in  consequence 
of  the  existence  of  the  Trade.  These  speci* 
fie  instances  made  a  proper  impression  upon 
the  lords  of  the  council  in  their  turn :  for 
DnSpaarman  was  a  man  of  high  character; 
he  possessed  the  confidence  of  his  sovereign; 
he  had  no  interest  whatever  in  giving  his 
evidence  on  this  subject,  either  on  one  or 
the  other  side ;  his  means  of  infomation 
too  had  been  large ;  he  had  also  recorded 
the  factS"  which  had  come  before  him,  arid 
he  had  his  Journal^  written  in  the  French 
language,  to  produce.  The  tide  therefore, 
which  had  run  so  strongly  against  us,  began 
now  to  turn  a  little  in  our  favour*  --  '  > 

While  these  examinations  -wtlte  ^oing  on, 
petitions  continued  to  be  sent  to-  due  liouse 
of  commons^  from  various  parts  of  ^Ke  kiag-^ 
^om.  No  less  than  one  hundred  and  three 
were  presented  in  this  session/  The  tity  of 
London, '  tbdugh '  •  she  was  dr a^n  (he  ^ht» 
way  by  the  cries'  of  commercial  interest^ 
made  a  ^sacrifice  to  l)/jiltittanity  and  justice. 
The  l^o  Universities  applauded  her  conduct 
by  their  own «  eiKample*  Large  manufac* 
turing. towns  and  whole  bounties  expressed 

their 
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their  sentiments  and  wishes  in  a  similar 
manner.  The  EstabUshed  Church  in 
separate  dioceses,  and  the  Quakers  and 
Other  Dissenters,  as  separate  religious  bo- 
dies, joined  in  one  voice  upon  this  occa- 
sion. 

The  committee  in  the  interim  were  not 
unmindful  of  the  great'work  they  had  under- 
taken, and  they  cootiuwed  to  forward  ic  in 
it;  diSeren^  departments.  They  kept  up  a 
commiuiicatloji  by  [letter  with  mpst  of  the 
worthy  persons  who  have  been  mentioned 
to  have  written  to  them,  but  ji^nlcularly 
with  Biissot  and  Claviere,  from  whom  they 
had  the  satisfaction  of  learning,  that  a  society 
had  at  length  been..  estabUshed  at  Paris  for 
the  Abtolitioai  of  thfe  Slave-Traiie  in  France. 
The  Ifearned,  Marquis  de  Condorcet  had  be- 
come the  president  of  it.  The  virtuous 
Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  had  sanctioned  it  by 
enrolling  their  names  „as  the  two  first 
meinbers.  Petion,  who  was  placed  after- 
wards among  the  mayors  of  Pai'is,  followed. 
Women  also  were  not  thought  unworthy  of 
being  honorary  and  assistant  members  of 
tlxis  humane  institution ;  and  among  these 
were 
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were  found  the  amiable  Mardbioness  of  la 
Fayette,  Madame  de  Poivre,  widow  of  the 
late  int^ndant  of  the  Isle  of  France,  and  Ma- 
dame Necker,  wife  of  the  first  minister  of 
state. 

The  new  corresp6ndents,  who  voluntarily 
offered  their  services  to  the  committee 
during  the  first  part  of  the  period  now  un- 
-der  consideration,  were,  S.^  Whitcomb,  esq,, 
of  Gloucester;  the  reverend  D.  Watson, 
of  Middleton  Tyas,  Yorkshire;  John 
Murlin,  esq.,  of  High  Wycomb  ;  Charles 
Collins,  esq.,  of  Swansea ;  Henry  Tudor, 
esq.,  of  Sheffield ;  the  reverend  John  Hare, 
of  Lincoln ;  Samuel  Tooker,  esq.,  of  Moor- 
gate,  near  Rotherham;  the  reverend  G# 
Walker,  and  Francis  Wakefield,  esq.,  of  Not- 
tingham ;  the  reverend  Mr.  Hepworth,  of 
Burton-upon-Trent ;  the  reverend  H.  Dan-* 
nett,  of  St.  John's,  Liverpool ;  the  reverend 
Dr.  Oglander,  of  New  College,  Oxford ;  the 
reverend  H.  Coukhurst,  of  Sidney  College,^ 
Cambridge  ;  R.  Selfe,  esq.,  of  Cirencester  ; 
Morris  Birkbeck,  of  Hanford,  Dorsetshire  ; 
William  Jepson,  of  Lancaster ;  B.  Kaye,  of 
Leeds ;  John  Patison,  esq.,  of  Paisley  ;  J.  E. 

Dolben, 
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to  be  sent  him,  that  he  might  be  better 
qualified  to  take  a  part  in  the  promotion  of 
the  cause. 

Another  from  professor  Bruns,  of  Helm- 
'stadt  in  Germany,  in  which  he  desired  to 
know  the  particulars  relative  to  the  institu* 
tion  of  the  committee,  as  many  thousands 
upon  the  continent  were  then  beginning  to 
feel  for  the  sufferings  of  the  oppressed  Afri- 
can race* 

Another  from  the  reverend  James  Man« 
ning,  of  Exeter,  in  which  he  stated  himself 
to  be  authorised  by  the  dissenting  ministers 
of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  to  express  their 
high  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  to  offer  their  services  in  the  pro- 
motion of  this  great  work  of  humanity  and 
religion. 

Another  from  William  Scnhouse,  esquire, 
-of  the  island  of  Barbadoes.  In  this  he  gave 
the  particulars  of  two  estates,  one  of  them 
his  own  and  the  other  belonging  to  a  noble- 
man, upon  each  of  which  the  slaves,  in 
consequence  of  humane  treatment,  had  in- 
creased by  natural  population  only.  Anothet 
,eflcct  of  this  humane  treatment  had  been, 

that 
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that  these  slaves  were  among  the  most  or- 
derly and  tractable  in  that  island,  rrom 
these  and  other  instances  he  argued,  that  if 
the  planters  would,  all  of  them,  take  proper 
care  of  their  slaves,  their  humanity  would 
be  repaid  in  a  few  ye:trs  by  a  valuable  in- 
crease in  their  property,  and  they  would 
never  want  supplies  from  a  traffic,  which 
had  been  so  justly  condemned. 

Two  others,  the  one  from  Travers  Hart- 
ley, and  the  other  from  Alexander  Jaffray, 
esquires,  both  of  Dublin,  were  read.  These 
gentlcmtyi  sent  certain  resolutions,  which 
had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  chamber  of 
commeixe  and  by  the  guild  of  merchants 
there  relative  to  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade.  They  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  those, 
whom  they  represented,  that  Ireland  had 
been  unspotted  by  a  traffic,  which  they  held 
in  such  deep  abhorrence,  and  promised,  if 
it  should  be  abolished  in  England,  to  take 
the  most  active  measures  to  prevent  it  from 
finding  an  asylum  in  the  ports  of  that  king- 
dom. 

The  letters  of  William  Sonhouse,  and   of 

Travers  Hartley,  and  of  Alexandet  Jaffray, 

esquires. 


ABOLITION    OF    THB   BLAVR-TRADE.        4-97 

esquires,  V70rc  onlcred  to  be  presented  to 
the  committee  of  privy  councij,  and  copies 
of  tliem  to  be  left  there. 

The  business  of  the  committee  having  al- 
most daily  increased  within  this  period.  Dr. 
Baker,  and  Bcnnet  Langton  esquire,  who 
were  the  two  first  to  assist  me  in  my  early 
labours,  and  who  have  been  mentioned 
among  the  forerunners  and  coadjutors  of  the 
cause,  were  elected  members  of  it.  Dr, 
Kippis  also  was  added  to  the  list. 

The  honorary  and  corresponding  mem- 
bers elected  within  the  same  period,  were 
the  Dean  of  Middleham,  T.  W.  Coke  csqiiire, 
member  of  parliament,  of  Holkham  in  Nor- 
folk, and  the  reverend  William  Leigh,  who 
has  been  before  mentioned,  of  Little  Plum- 
stead  in  the  same  county.  The  latter  had 
published  several  valuable  letters  in  the  pub- 
lic papers  under  the  signature  of  Africanus. 
These  had  excited  great  notice,  and  done 
much  good.  The  worthy  author  had  now 
collected  them  into  a  pviblication,  and  had 
oflFered  the  profits  of  it  to  the  committee. 
Hence  this  mark  of  their  respect  was  con- 
ferred upon  him. 

The  committee  ordered  a  new  edition  of 
VOL.  I.  •    2  K  three 
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i  three  thousand  of  che  Dean  of  Middlehanvl 
Letters  to  be  printed.  Having  approved  of 
a.  manuscript  written  by  .lames  Field  Stan- 
field,  a  mariner,  containing  observations  up- 
_  on  a  voyage  which  he  had  lately  made  to 
fe  the  coast  of  Africa  for  slaves,  they  ordered 
,  three  thousanil  of  these  to  be  printed  also. 
By  this  time  the  subject  having  been  much 
•talked  of,  and  many  doubts  and  difficulties 
having  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  abo- 
lition by  persons  interested  in  the  continu- 
ance of  the  trade,  Mr.  Ramsay,  who  has  been 
often  so  honourably  mentioned,  put  down 
upon  paper  all  the  objections  which  were 
then  handed  about,  and  also  those  answers 
to  each,  which  he  was  qualified  from  his 
superior  knowledge  ot  tlic  subject  to  suggest. 
This  he  did,  that  the  members  of  the  legis- 
lature might  sec  the  more  intricate  parts  of 
the  question  unravelled,  and  that  tiiey  migiit 
not  be  imposed  upon  bv  the  spurious  argu- 
ments which  were  then  in  circulation  con- 
cerning it.  01)serving  also  the  poisonous 
eribct  which  The  Scriptural  Researciies  on 
the  LIcitne';s  of  tlic  Shive-nade  had  pro- 
duced upon  the  minds  of  many,  he  wrote 
an  ;ui:;-,vcr  on  tcriptund  g!\;iinds  to  thac 
1  p.unphlet. 
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pamphlet.  These  works  were  sent  to  the 
press,  and  three  thousand  copies  of  each  of 
them  were  ordered  to  be  struck  off. 

The  committee,  in  their  arrangement  of 
the  distribution  of  their  books,  ordered  New- 
ton's Thoughts,  and  Ramsay's  Objections  and 
Answers,  to  be  sent  to  each  member  of  both 
houses  of  parliament. 

They  appointed  also  three  sub-commiitees 
for  different  purposes :  one  to  draw  up  such 
facts  and  arguments  respecting  the  Slave- 
trade,  with  a  view  of  being  translated  into 
other  languages,  as  should  give  foreigners  a 
suitable  knowledge  of  the  subject;  anotlicr 
to  prepare  an  answer  to  certain  false  reports 
which  had  been  spread  relative  to  the  object , 
of  their  institution,  and  to  procure  an  in- 
sertion of  it  in  the  daily  papers ;  and  a 
third  to  draw  up  rules  for  the  government 
of  the  Society. 

By  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  March, 
there  was  an  anxious  expectation  in  the 
public,  notwithstanding  the  privy  council 
liad  taken  up  the  subject,  that  some  notice 
should  be  taken  in  the  lower  house  of  par- 
hament  of  the  numerous  petitions  which 
had  been  presented  there.  There  was  the 
2  K  3  same 
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same  eicpectation  in  many  of  the  members 
of  it  themselves.  Lord  Penrhyn,  one  of  the 
representatives  for  Liverpool,  and  a  planter 
also,  had  anticipated  this  notice,  by  moving 
for  such  papers  relative  to  ships  employed, 
goods  exported,  produce  imported,  and  du-  ■ 
ties  upon  the  same,  as  would  show  the  vast 
value  of  the  trade,  which  it  was  in  con- 
templation to  abolish.  But  at  this  time 
Mr.  Wilberforce  was  ill,  and  unable  to  gra- 
tify the  expectations  which  had  been  thus 
apparent.  The  committee,  therefore,  who 
partook  of  the  anxiety  of  the  public,  knew 
not  what  to  d  o.  They  saw  that  two-thirds 
of  the  session  Imd  alrca^ly  pii^'iod.  Thev 
saw  no  hope  of  Mr.  AVilbcr force's  recovery 
for  some  time.  Rumours  too  were  afloat, 
that  other  members,  of  whose  plans  they 
knew  nothing,  and  who  might  even  make 
emanci,iation  their  object,  would  introduce 
the  business  into  the  liousc.  Thus  situated, 
they  waited  as  patiently  as  they  could  till 
the  eighth  of  April*,  when  they  resolved  to 

•   Rvi.'^sol  alteniletl  in  pcr>cin  at  ihii  commitlcc  in    hi* 
wav    10  Aiiitrica,  which  it  waj  ihtii  an  olijtcl  wiili  him 
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write  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  to  explain  to  him 
their  fears  and  wishes,  and  to  submit  it  to 
his  consideration,  whether,  if  he  were  unable 
himself,  he  would  appoint  some  one,  in 
whom  he  could  confide,  to  make  some  mo- 
tion in  parliament  on  the  subject. 

But  the  public  expectation  became  now 
'daily  more  visible.  The  inhabitants  of 
Manchester,  many  of  whom  had  signed  the 
petition  for  that  place,  became  impatient, 
and  they  appointed  ThMnas  Walker  and 
Thomas  Cooper,  esquires,  as  their  delegates, 
to  proceed  to  London  to  communicate  with 
the  committee  on  this  subject,  to  assist  them 
in  their  deliberations  upon  it,  and  to  give 
their  attendance  while  it  was  under  discus- 
sion by  the  legislature. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  delegates, 
who  were  received  as  such  by  the  commit- 
tee, a  letter  came  from  Bath,  io  which  it 
was  stated  that  Mr.  Wilberforce's  health  was 
in  such  a  precarious  state,  that  his  phy- 
sicians dared  not  allow  him  to  read  any  let- 
ter, which  related  to  the  subject  of  the  Slave- 
trade. 

The  committee  were  now  again  at  a  loss 
how  to  act,  when  they  were  relieved  from 
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this  doubtful  situation  by  a  message  from 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  desired  a  conference  with 
their  chairman.  Mr.  Sharp  accordingly 
went,  and  on  his  return  made  the  follow- 
ing report  :  *'  He  had  a  full  opportunity," 
he  said,  "  of  explaining  to  Mr.  Pitt  that  the 
desire  of  the  committee  went  to  the  entire 
abohtion  of  the  Slave-trade.  Mr.  Pitt  as- 
sured him  thac  his  heart  was  with  the  com- 
inittee  as  to  this  object,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered himself  pledged  to  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
that  the  cause  should  not  sustain  any  injury 
from  his  indisposition;  but  at  the  same  time 
■observed,  that  the  subject  was  of  great  poli- 
tical importance,  and  it  was  requisite  to 
proceed  in  it  with  temper  and  prudence.  He 
did  not  apprehend,  as  tlie  examinations  be- 
fore the  privy  council  would  yet  take  up 
some  time,  that  the  subject  could  be  fully 
investigarcd  in  the  present  session  of  parha-^ 
ment ;  but  said  he  would  consider  whether 
the  forms  of  the  house  would  admit  of  any 
measures,  that  would  be  obligatory  on  them 
to  take  it  up  early  in  the  ensuing  session." 

In  about  a  week  after  this  conference, 
Mr.  Morton  Pitt  was  deputed  by  the  mi- 
nister to  write  to  the  committee,  to  say  that 

he 
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he  had  found  precedents  for  such  a  motion 
as  lie  conceived  to  be  proper,  and  that  he 
would  submit  it  to  the  House  of  Commons 
in  a,  few  days. 

At  the  next  meeting,  which  was  on  the 
sixth  of  May,  and  at  which  major  Cart- 
wright  and  the  Manchester  delegates  assist- 
ed, Mr.  Morton  Pitt  attended  as  a  member 
of  the  committee,  and  said  that  the  minister 
had  fixed  his  motion  for  the  ninth.  It  was 
then  resolved,  that  deputations  should  be 
sent  to  some  of  the  leading  members  of  par- 
liament, to  request  their  support  of  the  ap- 
proaching motion.  I  was  included  in  one 
of  these,  and  in  that  which  was  to  wait 
upon  Mr  Fox.  We  were  received  by  him 
in  a  friendly  manner.  On  putting  the  ques- 
tion to  him,  which  rekted  to  the  object  of 
our  mission,  Mr.  Fox  paused  for  a  little 
while,  as  if  in  the  act  of  deliberation ;  when 
he  assured  us  unequivocally,  apd  in  lan- 
guage which  could  not  be  misunderstood, 
that  he  would  support  the  object  of  the 
committee  to  its  fullest  extent,  being  con- 
vinced that  there  was  no  remedy  for  the 
evil,  but  in  the  total  abolition  of  the  trade. 

At  length,  the  ninth,  or  the  day  fixed 
*  upon^ 
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up^n,  arrived,  when  this  important  subject 
was  CO  be  mentioned  in  the  House  of  Com- 

[■snons  for  the  first  time*,  with  a  view  to  the 
public  discussion  of  it.  k  is  impossible  for 
ne  to  give  within  the  narrow  limits  of  this 

^j(srork  all  that  was  then  s;iid  upon  it;  and  yet 
t  the  debate,  which  ensued,  was  tiie  first 
which  joot  place  upon  it,  I  should  feel  in- 
excusable if  I  were  not  to  take  some  notice 
of  it.  ' 

Mr.  Pitt  rose.  He  said  he  intended  to 
move  a  resolution  relative  to  a  subject,  which 
was  of  more  importance  than  any  which 
bad  ever  been  agitated  in  that  house.  This 
honour  he  should  not  have  had,  but  for  a 
circumstance,  which  he  could  not  hut  deeply 
regret,  the  severe  indisposition  of  his  friend 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  whose  hands  every  mea- 
sure, which  belonged  to  justice,  humanity, 
and  the  national  interest,  was  peculiarly  well 
placed.  The  subject  in  question  was  no  less 
than  that  of  the  Slave-trade.  It  was  obvious 

•  David  HarlK-y  made  :i  niDlion  some  years  Iiefore  in 
the  same  house,  an  has  been  shnwn  in  a  lorifter  ji^rt  of 
this  work,  but  this  was  only  lo  cst.i!.'li>h  :i  propoiition. 
That  ihe  Sijve-trndt;  was  coiiliary  Vj  tin;  Laws  of"  God 
and  the  Riglus  prMdii. 

from 
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from  the  great  number  of  petitions,  which 
had  been  presented  concerning  it,  how  much 
it  had   engaged  the  public    attention,  and 
consequently  how  much  it  deserved  the  se- 
rious notice  of  that  house,  and  how  much    ■ 
it  became  their  duty  to  take  some  measure 
concerning  It.      Bui  whatever  was  done  on 
such  a  subject,  every  one  would  agree,  ought 
to  he  done  with  the  maturest  deliberation. 
Two   opinions  had  prevailed  without  doors, 
as  appeared  from  the   language  of  the  dif- 
ferent petitions.      It  liad    been  pretty  gene- 
rally thought  that  the  African  Slave-trade-  ' 
ought  to  be  abolished.     Tiiere  were  others, 
however,  who  thought  that  it  only  stood  id 
need  of  regulations.  But  all  had  agreed  tliat 
it  ought  not  to  remain  as  it  stood  at  present. 
But  that  measure,  which  it  might  be  the  most 
proper  to  take,  could  only  be  discovered  by 
a.  cool,  patient,  and  diligent  examination  of 
the  subject  in  all  its  circumstances,  relations, 
and  consequences.     This  had  induced  him 
to  form  an  opinion,  that  the  present  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  discussing  it ;  for  the 
session  was  now  far  advanced,  and  there, 
was  also  a  want  of  proper  materials  for  the 
full  information  of  the  house.     It  would,  he 
thought., 
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I  thouglit,  be  better  discussed,  when  it  might 
produce  some  useful  debate,  and  when  that 
inquiry,  which  had  been  Instituted  by  His 
Majesty's  ministers,  (he  meant  the  examina- 
tion by  a  committee  of  privy  council,)  should 
be  brought  to  such  a  state  of  maturity,  as 
to  make  it  fit  thai  the  result  of  it  should  l>e 
laid  before  the  house.  That  inquiry,  he 
trusted,  would  facilitate  their  investigation, 
and  enable  them  the  better  to  proceed  to  a 
decision,  which  should  be  equally  founded 
on  principles  of  humanity,  justice,  and 
sound  policy.     As  there  was  not  a  probabi- 

■  Kty  of  reaching  So  desirable  an  end  in  tlie 
present  state  of  the  business,  he  meant  to 
move  a  resolution  to  pledge  the  house  to  the 
discussion  of  the  question  early  in  the  next 
session.  If  by  that  time  his  honourable 
friend  should  be  recovered,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  the  case,  then  he  (Mr.  Wilbcr- 
force)  would  take  the  lead  in  it ;  but  should 
it  untortunately  happen  otherwise,  then  he 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  pledged 
himself  to  bring  forward  some  proposition 
concerning  it.  The  house,  however,  would 
observe,  that  he  had  studiously  avoided 
giving  any  opinion  of  his  own  on  this  great 
subject. 


.-•ift 
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subject.  He  thought  it  wiser  to  defer  this 
till  the  time  of  the  discussion  should  arrive. 
He  concluded  with  moving,  after  having 
read  the  names  of  the  places  from  whenCef 
the  different  petitions  had  come,  "  That  this 
house  will,  early  in  the  next  session  of  par- 
liament, proceed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  circumstances  of  the  Slave-trade  com- 
plained of  in  the  said  petitions,  and  what 
may  be  fit  to  be  done  thereupon." 

Mr.  Fox  began  by  observing,  that  he  had 
long  taken  an  interest  in  tliis  great  subject, 
which  he  had  also  minutely  examined,  and 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  brought 
something  forward  himself  in  parliament 
respecting  it :  but  when  he  heard  that  Mr* 
Wilberforce  had  resolved  to  take  it  up,  he 
was  unaffectedly  rejoiced,  not  only  knowing 
the  purity  of  his  principles  and  character, 
but  because,  from  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions as  to  the  situations  in  which  different 
men  stood  in  the  house,  there  was  some- 
thing that  made  him  honestly  think  it  was 
better  that  the  business^  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  that  gentleman,  than  in  his  own. 
Having  premised  this,  he  said  that,  as  so 
many  petitions,  and  these  signed  by  such 

numbers 
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numbers  of  persons  of"  the  most  respectaWe 
character,  had  been  presented,  he  was  sorry 
that  it  hiid  been  found  impossible  that  the 
subject  of  them  could  be  taken  up  this  year, 
and  more  p;irticularly  as  he  was  not  able  to 
see,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
done,  that  there  were  circumstances,  which 
might  happen  hy  the  next  year,  which  would 
make  it  more  advisable  and  advantageous  to 
t.ike  it  up  then,  th;tn  it  would  have  been 
to  enter  upon  it  in  the  present  session.  For 
certainly  there  could  be  no  information  laitl 
before  the  house,  through  the  medium  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Council,  which  could  not 
more  advantageously  have  been  obtained  by 
themselves,  had  they  instituted  a  similar  in- 
quiry. It  was  their  duty  to  advise  the  King-, 
and  not  to  ask  his  advice.  This  the  con- 
stitution had  laid  down  as  one  of  its  most 
csseniial  principles  ;  and  though  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  he  saw  no  cause  for  blame,  be- 
cause he  was  persuaded  His  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters had  not  acted  with  any  ill  intention, 
it  was  still  a  principle  never  to  be  departed 
from,  because  it  never  could  be  departed 
from  without  establishing  a  precedent  which 
might  lead  to  very  serious  abuses.  He  la- 
8  mented 
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mented  that  the  Privy  Council,  who  had  re- 
ceived no  petitions  from  the  people  on  the 
subject,  should  have  instituted  an  inquiry, 
and  that  the  House  of  Commons,  the  table 
of  v^hich  had  been  loaded  with  petitions 
from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  should 
not  have  instituted  any  inquiry  at  all.  He 
hoped  these  petitions  would  have  a  fair  dis- 
cussion in  that  house,  independently  of  any 
information  that  could  be  given  to  it  by  His 
Majesty's  ministers.  He  urged  again  the 
superior  advantages  of  an  inquiry  into  such 
a  subject,  carried  on  within  those  waits, 
over  any  inquiry  carried  on  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Council.  In  inquiries  carried  on  in 
that  house,  they  had  the  benefit  of  every 
circumstance  of  publicity  ;  which  was  a  most 
material  benefit  indeed,  and  that  which  of 
all  others  made  the  manner  of  conducting 
the  parliamentary  proceedings  of  Great  Bri- 
tain the  envy  and  the  admiration  of  the 
world.  An  inquiry  there  was  better  than 
an  inquiry  in  any  other  place,  however  re- 
spectable the  persojis  before  and  by  whom 
it  was  carried  on.  There,  all  that  could  be 
^aid  for  the  abolition  or  against  it  might 
be  said.     In  that  house,  every  relative  fact 

would 
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would  have  been  proihiced,  no  information 
would  have  been  withheld,  no  circumstance 
would  have  been  omitted,  which  was  neces- 
sary tor  elucidation  ;  nothing  would  have 
been  kept  back.  He  was  sorry  therefore 
that  the  consideration  of  the  question,  but 
more  particularly  where  so  much  human 
fiufFering  was  concerned,  should  be  put  off 
to  another  session,  when  it  was  obvious 
that  no  advantage  could  be  gained  by  the 
delay. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  secrecy,  which 
iC  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer  had  ob- 
i-ved  relative  to  his  own  opinion  on  this 
important  subject.  Why  did  he  refuse  to 
give  it  ?  Had  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  been  present, 
the  house  would  have  had  a  great  advantage 
in  tills  respect,  because  doubtless  he  would 
have  stated  in  what  view  he  saw  tlie  subject, 
and  in  a  general  way  described  the  nature 
of  the  project  he  meant  to  propose.  But 
now  they  were  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
nature  of  any  plan,  till  the  next  session.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  indeed 
said,  that  it  had  been  a  very  general  opinion 
tliat  tlie  African  Slave-trade  should  be  abo- 
lished.     He  had  said  again,  that  others  had 

not 
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not  gone  so  far,  but  had  given  it  as  their 
opinion,  chat  it  require  to  be  revised  and 
regulated.  But  why  did  he  not  give  his 
own  sentiments  boldly  to  the  world  on  this 
great  question?  As  for  himself,  he  (Mr.Fox) 
had  no  scruple  to  declare  at  the  outset,  that 
the  Slave-trade  ought  not  to  be  regulated, 
but  destroyed.  To  this  opinion  his  mind 
was  made  up ;  and  he  was  persuaded  that, 
the  more  the  subject  was  considered,  the 
more  his  opinion  would  gain  ground ;  and 
it  would  be  admitted,  that  to  consider  it  ia  j 
any  other  manner,  or  on  any  other  prlncl*/ 
pies  than  those  of  humanity  and  justi^ 
would  be  idle  and  absurd.  If  there  were  ■ 
any  such  men,  and  he  did  not  know  but 
that  there  were  those,  who,  led  away  by 
local  and  interested  considerations,  thought 
the  Slave-trade  might  still  continue  under 
certain  modifications,  these  were  the  dupes 
of  error,  and  mistook  what  they  thought 
their  interest,  for  what  he  would  undertake 
to  convince  them  was  their  loss.  Let  such 
men  only  hear  the  case  further,  and  they 
Would  find  the  result  to  be,  that  a  cold- 
hearted  policy  was  folly,  when  it  opposed 
the  great  principles  of  humanity  and  justice. 

He 
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He  concluded  by  -Baying  that  he  wouid 
not  oppose  die  rcsolwion,  if  other  membetB 
thought  it  best  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion  of  the  subiect ;  but  he  should  have  been 
bvtcer  plc.ihe<.l,  if  it  had  been  discussed 
sooner;  and  iic  certainly  reserved  to  himself 
the  right  of  voting  for  any  question  upon  it 
that  should  be  brought  forward  by  any  other 
member  in  the  course  of  the  present  session. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
notliinj;  he  had  lieard  had  satisfied  him  of 
the  propriety  oi  departing  from  the  rule  he 
had  laid  down  forhanself,  of  not  o&ering, 
^iit  of  studiously  avoiding  to  otTer,  any  opi- 
nion upon  the  snhirct  till  the  rime  should 
arrive  whvii  it  could  be  fully  argued.  He 
thought  th;iC  no  discussion,  which  could 
take  phice  that  session,  could  lead  to  any 
useful  measure,  and  therefore  he  had  wished 
not  to  argue  it  till  the  whole  of  it  could  be 
argued.  A  day  would  come,  wlien  every 
member  would  have  an  opportunity  of  stat- 
ing his  oiiinion;  and  he  wished  it  might  be 
discussed  with  a  proper  spirit  on  all  sides^ 
on  fair  and  liberal  principles,  and  without 
any  shackles  from  local  and  interested  con- 
siderations. 

With 
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With  hsgard  to  the  inquiries  instituted 
befoTe  the  committee  of  privy  council,  he 
was  sure,  as  soon  as  it  became  obvious  that 
the  subject  must  undergo  a  discussion,  ic 
was  the  duty  of  His  Majesty's  ministers  to 
set  those  inquiries  on  foot,  which  should 
best  enable  them  to  judge  in  what  manner 
they  could  meet  or  ofer  any  proposition  re- 
specting the  Slave-trade.  And  although  such 
previous  examinations  by  no  means  went  to 
deprive  that  house  of  its  undoubted  right 
to  institute  those  inquiries,  or  to  preclude 
them,  they  would  be  found  greatly  to  faci- 
litate them.  But,  exclusive  of  this  consi- 
deration, it  would  have  been  utterly  im- 
possible to  have  come  to  any  discussion  of 
the  subject,  that  could  have  been  brought 
to  a  conclusion  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session.  Did  the  inquiry  then  before  the 
privy  council  prove  a  loss  of  time  ?  So  far 
from  it,  that,  upon  the  whole,  time  had  been 
gained  by  it.  He  had  moved  the  resdution, 
therefore,  to  pledge  the  house  to  bring  on 
the  discussion  early  in  the  next  session, 
when  they  would  have  a  full  opportunity 
of  considering  every  part  of  the  subject : 
.  ^Eirst,  Whether  the  whole  of  the  trade  ought , 

VOL.  I.  2  L  to 
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be  aboHj.licd;  and,  if  so,  how  and  when.  If 
it  shouki  be  tliought  that  the  trade  should 
only  be  put  under  certain  regulations,  what 
those  regulations  ought  to  be,  and  when 
tliey  should  take  place  Tliese  were  ques- 
tions which  must  be  considered  ;  and  there- 
tori.*  he  had  made  his  resolution  as  wide  as 
possible,  that  there  might  be  room  for  all 
necessary  considerations  to  be  taken  in.  He 
repeated  his  declaration,  that  he  would  re- 
serve his  sentiments  till  the  day  of  discussion 
should  arrive ;  and  again  declared,  that  he 
earnestly  wished  to  avoid  an  anticipation  of 
the  debate  upon  the  subject.  But  if  such  de- 
late was  likoly  to  cake  phice,  lie  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  oftcr  it  another  day. 

A  few  words  then  passed  between  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  In  reply  to  each  other  ; 
fiftcr  which  Lord  Fcnrhyn  rose.  He  said 
there  were  two  classes  of  men,  the  African 
inerciiantK,  and  the  planters,  both  whose 
characters  had  been  grossly  calumniated. 
These  wished  that  an  inquiry  might  be  in- 
stituted, and  this  immediately,  conscious 
that  the  more  their  conduct  was  examined 
the  less  thev  would  be  found  to  merit  the 
©pprobrium  with  which  they  had  been 
loaded. 
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loaded.  The  charges  against  the  Slave-trade 
were  either  true  or  ialse.  If  th^y  were  true, 
it  (Hight  to  be  abolished ;  but  if  upon  in- 
quiry they  were  foimd  to  be  without  fbun- 
duioD,  justice  ought  to  be  done  to  th^  repu- 
tation cf  those  who  were  concerned  in  it. 
He  then  said  a  few  words,  by  which  he  sig- 
nified, that,  after  all,  it  might  not  be  an 
'  improper  measure  to  make  regulations  in  the 
trade. 

Mr.  Burke  said,  the  noble  lord,  who  was 
a  man  of  honour  himself,  had  reasoned  jrom 
hb  own  conduct,  and,  being  conscious  of  his 
own  integrity,  was  naturally  led  to  imagine 
that  other  men  were  equally  just  and  ho- 
nourable. Undoubtedly  the  merchants  and 
planters  had  a  right  to  call  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  their  conduct,  and  their  doing  so  did 
them  great  credit.  The  Slave-trade  also  ought 
equally  to  be  inquired  into.  Neither  did  he 
deny  that  it  was  right  His  Majesty's  ministers 
should  inquire  into  its  merits  for  themselves. 
They  had  done  their  duty  ;  but  that  house, 
who  had  the  petitions  of  the  people  on 
th^  tal^,  had  ueglecxed  it,  by  having  so 
)9gag  d^eired  an  inquiry  of  their  own.  If 
i^^ouse  .viabeid  co  preserve  their  functions, 
;.  :  2  L  2  their 
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need  not  send  to  the  West  Indies  to  know, 
tlie  opinions  of  the  planters  on  the  subject. 
They  were  to  consider  first  of  all,  and  abs- 
tractedly firom  all  political,  personal,  and 
local  consideradons,  that  the  Slave-trade  was 
directly  contrary  to  the  principles  of  huma- 
nity and  justice,  and  to  the  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution;  and  that  the  state  of 
slavery,  which  followed  it,  however  miti- 
gated, was  a  state  so  improper,  so  degrading, 
and  so  ruinous  to  tlie  feelings  and  capacities 
of  human  nature,  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
suflfered  to  exist.  He  deprecated  delay  in 
this  business,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  the 
piflnters  as  of  the  slaves. 

Mr.  Gascoyne,  the  other  member  for 
Liverpool,  said  he  had  no  objecdon  that  the 
discussion  should  stand  over  to  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  provided  it  could  not 
come  on  in  the  present,  because  he  was  per- 
suaded it  would  ultimately  be  found  that  his 
constituents,  who  were  more  immediately 
concerned  in  the  trade,  and  who  had  been  so 
shamefully  calumniated,  were, men  of  re- 
spectable c^racter.  He  hoped  the  privy 
council  would  print  their  Report  when  they 
had  bjTought  their  inqmries  to  a  conclusion, 

and 
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and  that  they  woold  lay  it  before  the  hotise 
and  the  public,  in  order  to  enable  all  con- 
cerned to  form  a  judgment  of  what  was  pro- 
per to  be  done  relative  to  the  subject,  next 
session.  With  respect,  howeTcr,  to  the  to- 
tal abolition  of  the  Slave-trade,  he  muse 
confess  that  such  a  measure  was  both  unne- 
cessary, visionary,  and  impracticable ;  but 
he  vfished  some  alterations  or  modifications 
to  be  adopted.  He  hoped  that,  when  tho 
house  came  to  go  into  the  general  questic»ii, 
they  would  not  forget  the  trade,  commerce, 
and  navigation,  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Rolle  said,  he  had  received  instructions 
from  his  constituents  to  inquire  if  the  griev- 
ances, which  had  been  alleged  to  result 
from  the  Slave-trade,  were  well  founded, 
and,  if  it  should  appear  that  they  were,  to 
assist  in  applying  a  remedy.  He  was  glad 
the  discussion  had  been  put  off  till  next  ses- 
sion, as  it  would  give  all  of  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  subject  with  more 
mature  deliberation. 

Mr.  Martin  desired  to  say  a  few  words 

only.     He  put  the  case,  that,  supposing  the 

slaves  were  treated  ever  so  humanely,  when 

they  were  carried  to  the  West  Indies,  what 

compensation 
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compensation  could  be  made  them  for  being 
torn  from  their  nearest  relations,  and  from 
every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them  in  life  ? 
He  hoped  no  pohtical  advantage,  no  nation- 
al expediency,  would  be  allowed  to  weigh  in 
the  scale  against  the  eternal  rules  of  moral 
rectitude.  As  for  himself,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion to  declare,  in  this  early  stage  of  the  bu- 
siness, that  he  should  think  himself  a  wicked 
wretch  if  he  did  not  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  put  a  stop  to  the  Slave-trade. 

Sir  William  Dolben  sud,  that  he  did  not 
then  wish  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of 
the  general  question  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave-trade,  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  80  desirous  of  postponing ;  but 
he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  what  he 
conceived  to  be  a  most  crying  evil,  and 
which  might  be  immediately  remedied, 
without  infringing  upon  the  limits  of  that 
question.  He  did  not  allude  to  the  suifer- 
ings  of  the  poor  Africans  in  their  own  coun- 
try, nor  afterwards  in  the  West  India  islands, 
but  to  that  intermediate  state  of  tenfold 
misery  which  they  underwent  in  their  trans- 
portation. When  put  on  board  the  ships, 
the  poor  unhappy  wretches  were  chained  to 
each 
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each  Other,  hand  and  foot,  and  stowed  so 
close,  that  they  were  not  allowed  above  a  foot 
and  a  half  for  each  individual  in  breadth. 
Thus  crammed  together  hke  herrings  in  % 
barrel,  they  contracted  putrid  and  fatal  dis-. 
orders  j  so  that  they  who  came  to  inspect 
them  in  a  morning  had  occasionally  to  pick 
dead  slaves  out  of  their  rows,  and  to  un- 
chain their  carcases  from  the  bodies  of  their 
wretched  fellow-sufferers,  to  whom  they  had 
been  fastened.  Nor  was  it  merely  to  th? 
slaves  that  the  baneful  effects  of  the  con- 
tagion thus  created  were  confined.  This 
contagion  affected  the  ships'  crews,  and  num- 
bers of  the  seamen  employed  in  the  horrid 
traffic  perished.  This  evil,  he  said,  cajled 
aloud  for  a  remedy,  and  that  remedy  ought 
to  be  applied  soon  ;  otherwise  no  less  thaa 
ten  thousand  lives  might  be  lost  between 
this  and  the  next  session.  He  wished 
therefore  this  grievance  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  independently  of  the  general 
question  ;  and  that  some  regulations,  such  as 
restraining  the  captains  from  taking  above 
a  certain  number  of  slaves  on  board,  ac-< 
cording  to  the  size  of  their  vessels,  and  obh- 
•  ging  them  to  let  in  fresh  air,  and  provide 
better 
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better  accommodation  for  the  slaves  during 
their  passage^  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Young  wished  the  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject  to  stand  over  to  the  next 
session. 

Sir  James  Johnftone,  though  a  planter, 
professed  himself  a  friend  to  the  abolition 
of  the  Slave-trade.  He  said  it  was  highlj 
necessary  that  the  house  should  do  some- 
thing respecting  it ;  but  whatever  was  to 
be  done  should  be  done  soon,  as  delay  might 
be  produt^tive  of  bad  consequences  in  th^ 
islands. 

Mr.  L.  Smith  stood  up  a  zealous  advocate 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade,  ^e 
said  that  even  Lord  Penrhyn  and  Mr.  Gas- 
coyne,  the  members  for  Liverpool,  had  ad- 
mitted the  evil  of  it  to  a  certain  extent ;  for 
regulations  or  modifications,  in  which  they 
seemed  ta  acquiesce,  were  uimecessary 
where  abuses  did  not  really  exist. 
,  Mr.  Grigby  thought  it  his  duty  to  de- 
clare, that  no  privy  council  report,  or  other 
mode  of  examination,  could  influence  him. 
A  traffic  in  the  persons  of  men  was  so 
odioiu,  that  it  ought  everywhere,  as  soon  as 
eyer  it  was  discovered,  to  bp  abolished. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pelham  stated,  that  he  had  very  ma- 
turely considered  the  subject  of  the  Slave- 
trade  ;  and  had  he  not  known  that  the  busi- 
ness wa3  in  the  hands  of  an  honourable 
men^r^  (whose  absence  from  the  house, 
and  the  cause  of  It,  no  man  lamented  more 
sincerely  than  he  did,)  he  should  have  Ten- 
Cured  to  propose  something  concerning  it 
himself.  If  it  should  be  thought  that  the 
Trade  ought  not  to  be  entirely  done  away, 
the  sooner  it  was  regulated  the  better.  He 
had  a  plan  for  this  purpose,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  likely  to  produce  some  salutary 
effects.  He  wished  to  know  if  any  such 
thing  would  be  permitted  to  be  proposed  in 
the  course  of  the  present  session. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  h« 
should  be, happy,  if  he  thought  the  circum- 
stances of  the  house  were  such  as  to  enable 
them  to  proceed  to  an  immediate  discussion 
of  the  question  ;  but  as  that  did  not  appear, 
from  the  reasons  he  had  before  stated,  to  be 
the  case,  he  could  only  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  the  same  motives  which 
had  induced  him  to  propose  an  inquiry  into 
the  subject  early  in  die  neic  session  of  par- 
liament, would  make  hijn  desirous  of  re- 
ceiving 
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consistency  of  doing  this  on  the  part  of  the 
ministry,  while  the  privy  council  were  in 
the  midst  of  their  inquiries,  and  of  the  im- 
probability that  the  other  branches  of  the 
legislature  would  have  concurred  in  so  hasty 
a  measure ;  What  good  would  have  ac- 
crued to  the  cause,  if  the  abolition  had 
been  then  carried  ?  Those  concerned  in  the 
cruel  system  would  never  have  rested  quietr 
ly  under  the  stigma  under  which  they  then 
laboured.  They  would  have  urged,  that 
they  had  been  condemned  unheard.  The 
merchants  would  have  said,  that  they  had  had 
po  notice  of  such  an  event,  that  they  might 
prepare  a  way  for  their  vessels  in  other 
trades.  The  planters  would  have  said,  that 
they  had  had  no  time  allowed  them  to  pro* 
vide  such  supplies  from  Africa  as  might 
enable  them  to  keep  up  their  respective 
stocks.  They  would,  bothof  them,havecalled 
aloud  for  immediate  indemnification.  They 
would  have  decried  the  policy  of  the  measure 
of  the  abolition ; — and  where  had  it  been 
proved?  They  would  havedemanded  a  reverse 
of  it ;  and  might  they  not,  in  cooler  moments, 
have  succeeded  i  Whereas,  by  entering  into 
a  patient  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the 
question  j 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 


Conlinuaiion  to  the  middle  of  July — Anxiety  of 
Sir  tVilliam  Dolben  tb  lessen  the  horrors  of  tJie 
Middle  Passage  till  tlve  great  question  should  be 
discussed — brings  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose — de* 
'  bate  upon  it — Evidence  examined  against  it — its 
inconsistency  and  falsehoods — further  debate  up- 
onit — Rill  passed^  and  carried  to  the  Lords — vex- 
atious delays  and  opposition  tliere — carried  bnck" 
wards  and  forwards  to  both  houses — at  length 
finally  passed — Proceedings  of  the  committee  in 
the  interim — effects  of  tlicm. — Erul  of  tlie  first 
volume. 

It  was  supposed,  after  the  debate,  of  which 
the  substance  has  been  just  given,  that  there 
would  have  been  no  further  discussion  of 
the  subject  till  the  next  year  :  but  Sir  Wil- 
liam Dolben  became  more  and  more  affected 
by  those  considerations  which  he  had  offered 
to  the  house  on  the  ninth  of  May.  The  trade, 
he  found,  was  still  to  go  on.  The  horrors  of 
the  transportation,  or  Middle  Passage,  a9 
it  was  called,  which  he  conceived  to  be  the 
worse  in  the  long  catalogue  of  eyils  belong- 
ing 
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wliich  the  house  had  prohibited.  The  bill 
which  he  had  in  contemplation,  went  only 
to  limit  the  number  of  persons  to  be  put  on 
.board  to  the  tonnage  of  the  vessel  which 
was  to  carry  them,  in  order  to  prevent 
them  from  being  crowded  too  closely  toge- 
ther J  to  secure  to  them  good  and  sufficient 
provisions  ;  and  to  take  cognizance  of  other 
matters,  which  related  to  their  health  and  ac- 
commodation ;  and  this  only  tilt  parliament 
could  enter  into  the  general  merits  of  the 
question.  This  humane  interference  he 
thought  no  member  would  object  to.  In- 
deed, those  for  Liverpool  had  both  of  them 
admitted,  on  the  ninth  of  May,  that  regula- 
tions were  desirable  ;  and  he  had  since  con- 
versed with  them,  and  was  happy  to  leam 
that  they  would  not  oppose  him  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  highly  approved  of  the 
object  of  the  worthy  Baronet,  which  was  to 
diminish  the  suffeiings  of  an  unoffending 
people.  Whatever  could  be  done  to  relieve 
them  in  their  hard  situation,  till  parliament 
could  take  up  the  whole  of  their  case,  ought 
to  be  done  by  men  living  in  a  civilized  coun- 
try, and  professing  the  Christian  religion : 

VOL.  I.  2  m  he 
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zance  should  appear  not  to  have  been  well 
founded.  He  had  written  to  his  constituents 
to  be  made  acquainted  with  this  circum* 
stance,  and  he  must  be  guided  by  them  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Martin  was  surprised  how  any  person 
could  give  an  opposition  to  such  a  bill. 
Whatever  were  the  merits  of  the  great 
question,  ^U  would  allow  that,  if  human 
beings  were  to  be  transported  across  the 
ocean,  they  should  be  carried  over  it  with 
as  tittle  suffering  as  possible  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Hamilton  deprecated  the  subdivision 
of  this  great  and  important  question,  which 
the  house  had  reserved  for  another  session* 
Every  endeavour  to  meddle  with  one  part 
of  it,  before  the  whole  of  ic  could  be  taken 
into  consideration,  looked  rather  as  if  ic 
came  from  an  enemy  than  from  a  friend* 
He  was  fearful  that  such  a  bill  as  this  would 
sanction  a  traffic,  which  should  never  be 
viewed  but  in  a  hostile  light,  or  as  repugnant 
to  the  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  to  the 
voice  of  our  religion. 

Lord  frederic  Campbell  was  convinced 

that  the  postponing  of  all  consideration  bf' 

the  subject  till  the  next  aeision  was  a  wise 

2  M  S  measure. 
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lately  come  to  by  thfr  house,  and  the  temper 
then  matiifested  in  it,  those  persons  who 
were  concerned  in  the  Slave-trade  might  put 
the  natives  of  Africa  in  a  worse  situation, 
during  their  transportation  to  the  colonies^ 
even  than  they  were  in  before,  by  cramming 
additional  numbers  on  board  their  vessels, 
in  order  to  convey  as  many  as  possible  to 
the  West  Indies  before  parliament  ultimate- 
ly decided  on  the  subject.  The  possibility, 
therefore,  that  such  a  consequence  might 
grow  out  of  their  late  resolution  during  the 
intervening  months  between  the  end  of  the 
present  and  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session,  was  a  good  and  sufficient  parliamen- 
tary ground  for  them  to  provide  immediate 
means  to  prever^t  the  existence  of  such  an 
evil.  He  considered  this  as  an  act  of  indis- 
pensable duty,  and  on  that  ground  the  bill 
should  havejiis  support. 

Soon  after  this  the  question  was  put,  and 
leave  was  given  for  the  introduction  of  tlie 
bill. 

An  account  of  these  proceedings  of  the 
house  having  been  sent  to  the  merchants  of 
Liverpool,  they  held  a  meeting,  and  came 
to  resolutions  on  the  subject.     They  deter- 

-    mined 
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diough  complaint  had  been  made  of  their 
attempts  to  procrastinate,  they  opposed  the 
resuming  of  their  own  evidence  with  the 
same  view, — and  this  merely  for  the  frivplous 
reason,  that,  though  there  was  then  a  suit- 
able opportunity,  notice  had  not  been  pre^ 
viously  given.  But  in  this  proceeding,  other 
members  feeling  indignant  at  their  conduct, 
they  were  overruled. 

The  witnesses  brought  by  the  Liverpool 
merchants  against  this  humane  bill  w^ere 
the  same  as  they  had  before  sent  for  exami- 
nation to  the  privy  council,  namely,  Mr. 
Norris,  Lieutenant  Matthews,  and  others. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  question  it  was 
not  deemed  expedient  to  bring  any.  It  was 
soon  perceived  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
refute  the  former  out  of  their  own  mouths, 
and  to  do  this  seemed  more  eligible  tlian  to 
proceed  in  the  other  way.  Mr.  Pitt,  how- 
ever, took  care  to  send  Captain  Parrey,  of 
the  royal  navy,  to  Liverpool,  that  he  might 
take  the  tonnage  and  internal  dimensions  of 
several  slave- vessels,  which  were  then  there, 
supposing  that  these,  when  known,  would 
enable  the  house  to  detect  any  misrepresen- 

tationSy 
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made,  by  the  former  of  which  it  was  insi- 
nuated that  the  African,  unhappy  in  his  own 
country,  found  in  the  middle  passage,  under 
the  care  of  the  merchants,  little  less  than  an 
Elysian  retreat,  it  was  now  proper  to  insti- 
tute a  severe  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  them. 
Mr.  Pitt,  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  and  Mr.  Beaufoy,  took  a  con- 
spicuous part  on  this  occasion,  but  particu- 
larly the  two  latter,  to  whom  much  praise 
was  due  for  the  constant  attention  they  be- 
stowed upon  this  subject.  Question  after 
question  was  put  by  these  to  the  witnesses ; 
and  from  their  own  mouths  they  dragged 
out,  by  means  of  a  cross-examination  as  se- 
vere as  could  be  well  instituted,  the  follow- 
ing melancholy  account : 

Every  slave,  whatever  his  size  might  be, 
was  found  to  have  only  five  feet  and  six 
inches  in  length,  and  sixteen  ^nches  in 
breadth,  to  lie  in.  The  floor  was  covered 
with  bodies  stowed  or  packed  according  to 
this  allowance.  But  between  the  floor  and 
the  deck  or  ceiling  were  often  platforms  or 
broad  shelves  in  the  mid-way,  which  were 
covered  with  bodies  also.     The  height  from 

the 


S55  THE   HISTORY    O*   THS 

the  floor  to  the  cieling,  within  which  space 
the  bodies  on  the  floor  and  those  on  the 
platforms  lay,  seldom  exceeded  five  feet  eight 
inches,  and  in  some  cases  it  did  not  e:tceed 
four  feet. 

The  men  were  chained  two  and  two  to- 
gether by  their  hands  and  feet,  and  were 
chained  also  by  means  of  ring-bolts,  which 
were  fastened  to  the  deck.  They  were  con- 
fined in  this  manner  at  least  all  the  time 
they  remained  upon  the  Coast,  wliich  was 
from  six  weeks  to  six  months  as  it  might 
happen. 

Their  allowance  consisted  of  one  pint  of 
water  a  day  to  each  person,  and  tJiey  were 
fed  twice  a  day  with  yams  and  horse-beans. 

After  meals  they  jumped  up  in  their  irons 
for  exercise.  This  was  so  necessary  for  their 
health,  that  they  were  whipped  if  they  re- 
fused to  do  it.  And  this  jumping  had  been 
termed  dancing. 

They  were  usually  fifteen  and  sixteen 
hours  below  deck  out  of  the  twenty-four. 
In  rainy  weather  they  could  not  be  brought 
up  for  two  or  three  days  together.  If  the 
ship  was  full,  their  situation  was  then  di- 
stressing. 
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Stressing.  They  sometimes  drew  their  breath 
with  anxious  and  laborious  efforts,  and  some 
died  of  suffocation. 

With  respect  to  their  health  in  these 
voyages,  the  mortality,  where  the  Africagt 
constitution  was  the  strongest,  or  on  the 
windward  coast,  was  only  about  five  in  a 
hundred.  In  thirty-five  voyages,  an  account 
of  wljiich  was  produced,  about  six  in  a  hun- 
dred was  the  average  number  lost.  But  this 
loss  was  still  greater  at  Calabar  and  Bonny^ 
which  were  the  greatest  markets  for  slaves. 
This  loss,  too,  did  not  include  those  who 
died,  either  while  the  vessels  were  lying  up- 
on the  Coast,  or  after  their  arrival  in  the 
West  Indies,  of  the  disorders  which  they 
had  contracted  upon  the  voyage.  Three  and 
four  in  a  hundred  had  been  known  to  die  in 
this  latter  case. 

But  besides  these  facts,  which  were  forced 
out  of  the  witnesses  by  means  of  the  cross- 
examination  which  took  place,  they  were 
detected  in  various  falsehoods. 

They  had  asserted  that  the  ships  in  this 
trade  were  peculiarly  constructed,  or  differ- 
ently from  others,  in  order  that  they  might 
parry  a  great  number  of  persons  with  con- 
venience ; 
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slaves  (and  they  might  have  taken  more  on 
board  if  they  had  pleased) :  so  that  the  ave- 
rage number  in  the  nineteen  was  but  one 
man  and  fouNfifths  to  a  ton,  or  ten  in  a 
hundred  below  their  lowest  standard*.  One 
again  said,  that  no  inconvenience  arose  in 
consequence  of  the  narrow  space  allowed  to 
each  individual  in  these  voyages.  Another 
said,  that  smaller  vessels  were  more- healthy 
than  larger,  because,  among  other  reasons, 
they  had  a  less  proportion  of  slaves  as  to 
number  on  board. 

They  were  found  also  guilty  of  a  wilful 
concealment  of  such  faces,  as  they  knew, 
if  communicated,  would  have  invalidated 
their  own  testimony.  I  was  instrumental 
in  detecting  them  on  one  of  these  occasions 
myself.  When  Mr.  Dalzell  was  examined, 
he  was  not  wholly  unknown  to  me.  My 
Liverpool  muster-rolls  told  me  that  he  had 
lost  fifteen  seamen  out  of  forty  in  his  last 
voyage.     This  was  a  sufficient  ground  to  go 

*  The  falsehood  of  their  statements  in  this  respect  wa9 
proved  again  afterwards  by  facts.  For,  after  the  regula- 
tion had  taken  place,  they  lost  fewer  slaves  and  made 
greater  profits. 

upOB  J 
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middle  passage,  lost  nearly  a  hundred  and 
sixty  of  the  unhappy  persons  commicted  to 
his  superior  care,  in  a  single  voyage ! 

The  evidence,  on  which  I  have  now  com* 
mented,  having  been  deUvered,  the  counsel 
summed  up  on  the  seventeenth  of  June, 
when  the  committee  proceeded  to  fill  up  the 
blanks  in  the  bill.  Mr.  Pitt  moved  that  the 
operation  of  it  be  retrospective,  and  that  it 
commence  from  the  tenth  instant.  This 
was  violently  opposed  by  Lord  Penrhyn, 
Mr.  Gascoyne,  and  Mr.  Brickdale,  but  was' 
at  length  acceded  to. 

Sir  William  Dolben  then  proposed  to  ap- 
portion five  men  to  every  three  tons  in  every 
ship  under  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  bur- 
then, which  had  the  space  of  five  feet  be- 
tween the  decks,  and  three  men  to  two  tons 
.  in  every  vessel  beyond  one  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  burthen,  which  had  equal  accommo- 
dation in  point  of  height  between  the  decks. 
This  occasioned  a  very  warm  dispute,  which 
was  not  settled  for  some  time,  and  which 
gave  rise  to  some  beautiful  and  Interesting 
speeches  on  the  subject 

Mr.  William  Smith  pointed  out  in  the 

clearest  manner  many  of  the  contradictions, 

which 
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poor  unfortunate  African  would  have  occat 
sion  doubly  to  cuj'se  his  fate.  He  would  not 
only  curse  the  womb  that  brought  him  fortib, 
but  the  British  nation  also,  whose  diabolical 
avarice  had  made  his  cup  of  misery  stiU 
more  bitter.  He  hoped  that  the  members! 
for  Liverpool  would  urge  no  further  oppo- 
•ition  to  the  bill,  but  that  they  would  join- 
with  the  house  in  an  effort  to  enlarge  the 
empire  of  humanity ;  and  that^  while  they 
were  stretching  out  the  strong  arm  of  justice 
10  punish  the  degraders  of  British  honour 
and  humanity  in  the  East,  they  would  with 
equal  spirit  exert  their  powers  to  dispense 
the  blessings  of  their  protection  to  those  un- 
happy Africans,  who  were  to  serve  them  in 
the  West. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  entered  minutely  into  an  ex- 
amination of  the  information,  which  had 
been  given  by  the  witnesses,  and  which 
affi>rded  unanswerable  arguments  for  the 
passing  of  the  bill.  He  showed  the  narrow 
space,  which  they  themselves  had  been  made 
to  allow  for  the  package  of  a  human  body, 
and  the  ingenious  measures  they  were  ob- 
liged to  resort  to  for  stowing  this  living  car- 
go within  the  Umits  of  the  ship.     He  ad- 

voL.  I.  2  N  verted 
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a  half  in  a  hundred ;   but  in  an  African 
voyage,    notwithstanding  the  old  are  ex- 
cluded and  fsw  infants  admitted^  s6  tha£ 
those  who  are  shipped  are  in  the  firmest  pe- 
riod of  life,  the  list  of  deaths  presents  an  an-t 
nual  mortality  of  forty-three  in  a  hundred; 
It  presents  this  mortality  even  in  vessels  from 
the  windward  coast  of  Africa  ;  but  in  those 
which  sail  to  Bonny,  Benin,  and  the  Cale- 
bars,  from  whence  the  greatest  proportion 
of  the  slaves  are  brought,  this  mortality  is 
increased  by  a  variety  of  causes,  (of  which 
the  greater  length  of  the  voyage  is  one,)  and 
is  said  to  be  twice  as  large,  Which  supposes 
that  in  every  hundred  the  deaths  annually 
amount  to  no  less  than  eighty-six.    Yet  evert 
the  former  comparatively  low  mortality,  of 
T^hich  the  counsel  speaks  with  so  much  sa- 
tisfaction, as  a  proof  of  the  kind  and  com- 
passionate treatment  of  the  slaves,  even  this 
indolent  and  lethargic  destruction  gives  to 
the  march  of  death  seventeen  times  its  usual 
speed.    It  is  a  destruction,  which,  if  general 
but  for  ten   years,   would  depopulate  the 
world,  blast  the  purposes  of  its  creation,  and 
extinguish  the  human  race*" 

After   having   gone    with    great    ability 

2  N  2  through 
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through  the  other  branches  of  the  subject^ 
lie  concluded  in  the  followmg  manner : 
"  Thus  1  have  considered  the  various  ob^ 
jections  which  have  been  stated  to  the  biUg, 
aiul  am  ashamed  to  retiecc  that  it  could  be 
necessary  to  speak  so  long  in  defence  of  such 
a  cause  :  for  what,  after  all,  is  asked  by  the 
proposed  regulations  ?  On  the  part  of  the 
Africans,  the  whole  of  their  purport  is,  that 
they,  whom  you  allow  to  be  robbed  of  ail 
things  but  life,  may  not  unnecessarily  and. 
wantonly  be  deprived  of  life  also.  To  the 
honour,  to  the  wisdom,  to  the  feelings  of 
the  house  I  now  make  my  appeal,  perfectly:  ' 
confldLiit  tlint  yoii  ^vill  not  tolcr.'.re^  ns  se- 
nators, a  traffic,  which,  as  men,  you  shudder 
to  contemplate,  and  that  you  will  not  take 
upon  yourselves  the  responsibility  of  this 
waste  of  existence.  To  the  memory'  of 
former  parliaments  the  horrors  of  this  traf- 
iic  will  be  an  eternal  reproach ;  yet  for- 
mer parliaments  have  not  known,  as  you  on 
the  cle;ircst  evidence  now  know,  the  dread- 
ful nature  of  this  trade.  Should  you  reject 
this  bill,  no  exertions  of  yours  to  rescue 
from  oppression  the  suffering  inhabitants  of 
y.)ur  Kaitorn  empire  ;  jio  records  of  the  pro- 
sperous 
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sperons  state  to  which,  after  a  long  and  un- 
successful war,  you  have  restored  your  na- 
tive land ;  no  proofs,  however  splendid, 
that,  under  your  guidance,  Great  Briton 
has  recovered  her  rank,  and  is  again  the 
arbitress  of  nations,  will  save  your  names 
from  the  stigma  of  everlasting  dishonour. 
The  broad  mantle  of  this  one  infamy  will 
cover  with  substantial  blackness  the  radiance 
of  your  glory,  and  change  to  feelings  of 
abhorrence  the  present  admiration  of  the 
world—  —But  pardon  the  supposidon  of  so 
impossible  an  event.  I  believe  that  justice 
and  mercy  may  be  considered  as  the  attri- 
butes of  your  character,  and  that  you  will 
not  tarnish  their  lustre  on  this  occasion." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose 
next ;  and  after  having  made  some  impor- 
tant observations  on  the  evidence  (which 
took  up  much  time),  he  declared  himself 
most  unequivocally  in  favour  of  the  motion 
made  by  the  honourable  baronet.  He  was 
convinced  that  the  regulation  proposed  would 
not  t«id  to  the  Abolition  of  die  trade ;  but 
if  it  even  went  so  far,  he  had  no  hesitation 
openly  and  boldly  to  declare,  that  if  it  could 
not  be  carried  on  in  a  manner  different  from 
that 
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ble  sentiments,  declaring  that  they  reflected* 
the  greatest  honour  upon  him  both  as  an 
Englishman  and  as  a  man. 

Soon  after  this  the  house  dividied  upon 
the  motion  of  Sir  William  Dolben.  Fifty- 
six  appeared  to  be  in  favour  of  it,  and  only 
five  against  iL  The  latter  consisted  of  the 
two  members  for  Liverpool  and  three  other 
interested  persons.  This  vras  the  first  di- 
vision virhich.  ever  took  place  on  this  im- 
portant subjecL  The  other  blanks  were 
then  filled  up,  and  the  bill  was  passed  with- 
out further  delay. 

The  next  day,  or  on  the  eighteenth  of 
June,  it  was  carried  up  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  slave-merchants  of  London,  Liverpool, 
and  Bristol,  immediately  presented  petitions 
against  it,  as  they  had  done  in  the  lower 
house.  They  prayed  that  counsel  might 
open  their  case ;  and  though  they  had  been 
driven  from  the  commons,  on  account  of 
their  evidence,  with  disgrace,  they  had  the 
effirontery  to  ask  that  they  might  call  wit- 
nesses here  also. 

Counsel   and  evidence  having  been  re- 
spectively heard,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
committed  the  next  day.  The  Lords  attend- 
ed 
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trade.  They  were  a  poHtic  people,  and  the 
presumpdon  was,  that  we  were  doing  po- 
litically wrong  by  abandoning  it.  The  bill 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  forward  in 
this  session.  The  introduction  of  it  was  a 
direct  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  other 
housew  It  was  unjust,  when  an  assurance 
had  been  given  that  the  question  should  not 
be  agitated  till  next  year,  that  this  sudden  ^ 
fit  of  philanthropy,  which  was  but  a  few 
days  old,  should  be  allowed  to  disturb  the 
pubUc  mind,  and  to  become  the  occasion  of 
bringing  men  to  the  metropolis  with  tears 
in  their  eyes  and  horror  in  their  counte* 
nances,  to  deprecate  the  ruin  of  their  pro- 
perty, which  they  had  embarked  on  the 
faith  of  parliament. 

The  extraordinary  part,  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Thurlow  took  upon  this  occasion, 
was  ascribed  at  the  time  by  many,  who 
moved  in  the  higher  circles,  to  a  shyness 
or  misunderstanding,  which  had  taken  place 
between  him  and  Mr.  Pitt  on  other  matters ; 
when,  believing  this  bill  to  have  been  a  fa- 
vourite measure  with  the  latter,  he  deter- 
mined to  oppose  it.  But,  whatever  were 
his  motives  (and  let  us  hope  that  he  could 

never 
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house  to  consider  how,  by  doing  that  which 
might  bring  about  the  Abolition  of  this 
traffic,  they  might  lessen  the  number  of 
British  sailors ;  how,  by  throwing  it  into 
the  hands  of  France,  they  might  increase 
those  of  a  rival  nation ;  and  how,  in  conso- 
quence,  the  flag  of  the  latter  might  ride 
triumphant  on  the  ocean.  The  Slave-trade 
wa9  undoubtedly  a  nursery  for  our  seamen. 
All  objections  against  it  in  this  respect  were 
ill»founded.  It  was  as  healthy  as  the  New* 
foundland  and  many  other  trades. 

The  debate  having  closed,  during  which 
nothing  more  was  done  than  filling  up  the 
blanks  veith  the  time  when  the  bill  was  to 
begin  to  operate,  die  coipmittee  was  ad- 
journed. But  the  bill  after  this  dragged  on 
so  heavily,  that  it  would  be  tedious  to  de- 
tail the  proceedings  upon  it  from  day  to 
day.  I  shall,  therefore,  satisfy  myself  with 
t^e  following  observations  concerning  them* 
The  coniinittee  sat  not  less  than  five  difier- 
enp  times,  which  consumed  the  space  of  eight 
days,  before  a  final  decision  took  place.  Du- 
ring this  time,  so  much  was  it  an  object  to 
throw  in  obstacles  which  might  occupy  the 
Uttle  remaining  time  of  the  session,  that 
4  other 
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again,  and  Lord  Sydney,  were  the  most  con* 
spicnous  among  the  opposers  of  this  hu- 
mane bill ;  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  the 
Marquis  Townshend,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle^ 
the  Bishop  of  London,  and  Earl  Stanhope, 
among  the  most  strenuous  supporters  of  it. 
At  length  it  passed,  by  a  majority  of  nine- 
teen to  eleven  votes. 

On  the  fourth  of  July,  when  the  bill  had 
been  returned  to  the  Commons,  it  was  moved 
that  the  amendments  made  in  it  by  the 
Lords  should  be  read ;  but  as  it  had  become 
a  money-bill  in  consequence  of  the  bounties 
to  be  granted,  and  as  new  regulations  were 
to  be  incorporated  in  it,  it  was  thought  pro- 
per that  it  should  be  wholly  done  away. 
Accordingly  Sir  William  Dolben  moved, 
that  the  further  consideration  of  it  should 
be  put  off  till  that  day  three  months.  This 
having  been  agreed  upon,  he  then  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  new  bill.  This  was 
accordingly  introduced,  and  an  additional 
clause  was  inserted  in  it,  relative  to  bounties, 
by  Mr.  Pitt.  But  on  the  second  readings 
that  no  obstacle  might  be  omitted  which 
could  legally  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its 
progress,  petitions  were  presented  against  it 

both 
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the  third  time  into  the  Commons.  This  in- 
cluded the  suggestions  which  had  been  made 
in  the  Lords.  It  included  also  a  regulation, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  no 
surgeon  should  be  employed  as  such  in  the 
slave- vessels,  except  he  had  a  testimonial 
that  he  had  passed  a  proper  examination  at 
Surgeons'-Hall.  The  amendments  were  all 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  passed 
through  its  several  stages. 

On  the  tenth  of  July,  being  now  fully 
amended,  it  came  for  a  third  time  before  - 
the  Lords  ;  but  it  was  no  sooner  brought  \ 

forward  than  it  met  with  the  same  opposi-  /* 

tion  as  it  had  experienced  before.  Two 
new  petitions  appeared  against  it,  one  f?oin 
a  certain  class  of  persons  in  Liverpool,  and 
another  from  Miles  Peter  Andrews,  esquire, 
stating  that,  if  it  passed  into  a  law,  it  would 
injure  the  salebf  his  gunpowder,  and  that 
he  had  rendered  great  services  to  the  go* 
vernment  during  the  last  war  by  his  pro- 
vision of  that  article.  But  here  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Thurlow  reserved  himself  for  an 
effort,  which,  by  occasioning  only  a  day's 
delay,  would  in  that  particular  period  of  "the 
session  have  totally  prevented  the  passing 

of 
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ifx  the  Houte  of  Lord»^  concluded  the  sea* 
sion.  N 

.    While  the  legislature  was  occupied  in  the 
consideration  of  this  biU^    the  Lords  of  the 
Council  continued  their  eKaminations,  that 
they  might  collect  as  much  light  as  possible 
previously  to  the  general  agitation  of  the 
question  in  the  next  session  of  parliament. 
Among  others  I  underwent  an  examination* 
I  gave  my  testimony  first  relative  to  many 
of  the  natural  productions  of  Africa,   of 
which  t  produced  the  specimens.    These 
were  such  as  I  had  collected  in  the  course  of 
my  journey  to  Bristol  and  Liverpool,  and. 
elsewhere.    I  explained,  secondly,  the  lose 
and  usage  of  seamen  in  the  Slave-trade.   To 
substantiate  certain  points,  which  belonged 
to  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  left  several 
depositions  and  articles  of  agreement  for  the 
examination  of  the  council.     With  respect 
to  others,  as  it  would  take  a  long  time  to 
^ve  all  the  data  upon  which  calculations  l^ad 
been  made  and  the  manner  of  making  them, 
I  was  desired  to  draw  up  a  statement  of  par- 
ticulars, and  to  send  it  to  the  council  at  a  f\i^ 
ture  time^     I  left  also  depositions  with  them 
VOL.  I.  2  o  relative 
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out  of  it  SO  many  facts,  all  maldhg  for 
their  great  object,  the  abolition  of  the  Slave? 
trade. 

As  the  great  question  was  to  \ye  discussed 
in  the  approaching  sessions,  it  was  inoved 
in  the  committee  to  consider  of  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  persons  to  Africa  and  the 
West  Indies,  who  should  obtain  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  different  branches  of  the 
system  as  they  existed  in  each  of  these  couti- 
tries,  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to 
give  their  testimony,  from  their  own  eX'- 
perience,  before  one  or  both  of  the  houses 
of  parhament,  as  it  might  be  judged  proper.* 
This  proposition  was  discussed  at  two  or 
three  several  meetings.  It  was  however 
finally  rejected,  and  principally  on  the  fol- 
lowing grounds :  First,  It  was  obvious,  that 
persons  sent  out  upon  such  an  errand  would 
be  exposed  to  such  dangers  from  various 
causes,  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  both 
they  and  their  testimony  might  be  lost 
Secondly,  Such  persons  would  be  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  falsehoods,  that  is,  to  co)i- 
ceal  or  misrepresent  the  objects  of  their 
destination,  that  they  might  get  their  intel- 
ligence with  safety ;    which   falBehoods   the 
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maritime  people,  who  had  been  engaged  in 
the  Slave-trade,  would  relinquish  it,  or  that 
any  other,  who  had  not  yet  been  engaged 
in  it,  would  not  begin  it  when  our  country- 
men  should  give  it  up.  The  consideration 
of  these  circumstances  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee ;  and  as  Dr.  Spaarman, 
who  was  said  to  have  been  examined  by  the 
privy  council,  was  returning  home,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  proper  for  the  committee  to 
select  certain  of  their  own  books  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Slave-trade,  and  send  them  by 
him,  accompanied  by  a  letter,  to  the  King 
of  Sweden,  in  which  tliey  should  entreat  his 
consideration  of  this  powerful  argument 
which  now  stood  in  the  way  of  the  cause  of 
humanity,  with  a  view  that,  as  one  of  the 
princes  of  Europe,  he  might  contribute  to 
obviate  it,  by  preventing  his  own  subjects, 
in  case  of  the  dereliction  of  this  commerce 
by  ourselves,  from  embarking  in  it.  The 
matter  having  been  fully  considered,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  proposed  measure  would 
be  proper,  and  it  was  accordingly  adopted. 
By  a  letter  received  afterwards  from  Dr. 
Spaarman,  it  appeared  that  both  the  letter 
and  the  books  had  been  delivered,  and  re^- 
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denied;  and,  *wlien  I  gaye  them  to  the  world, 
I  did  it  tinder  the  impression  that  I  ought 
to  give  them  as  scrupulously,  as  if  I  were 
to  be  called  upon  to  substantiate  them  upon 
oath.     It  was  of  peculiar  moment  that  this 
book  should  make  its   appearance   at  this 
time.  First,  Because  it  would  give  the  Lords 
of  the  Council,  who  were  then  fitting,  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  many  important  facts, 
and  of  inquiring  into  their  authenticity ; 
and  it  might  suggest  to  them  also  some  new 
points,  or  such  as  had  noffallen  within  the 
limits  of  the  arrangement  they  had  agreed 
upon  for  their  examinations  on  this  subject; 
and  Secondly,  Because,  as  the  members  (jf 
the  House  of  Commons  were  to  take  the 
question  into  consideration  early  in  the  next 
sessions,  it  would  give  them  also  new  light 
and  information  upon  it  before  this  period. 
Accordingly   the  committee    ordered    two 
thousand  copies  of  it  to  be  struck  off,  for 
these  and  other  objects ;  and  though  the  con- 
tents of  it  were  most  diligently  sifted  by  the 
different  opponents  of  the  cause,  they  never 
even  made  an  attempt  to  answer  it.     ft  con- 
tinued, on  the  other  hand,  during  the  in* 
quiry  of  the  legislature,  to  afford  the  basis 
or  grounds  upon  which  to  examine  evi« 
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1ft  the  punnit  of  this  ;heir  duty,  I  cannoc  be 
tiable  to  the  sospicioo,  that'  in  besto^qg 
commendatHKi  upon  ibem  I  am  bestowing 
k  upon  myself.  From  about  the  end  of 
May  1787  to  the  middle  of  July  1788 
^ey  had  held  no  less  than  fifty-one  commit- 
lees.  These  geoerally  occupied  diem  firom 
about  «x  in  the  evening  till  about  eleven  at 
night.  Intheintnrals  between  the  committees 
they  were  often  occu^ned,  having  each  of 
them  some  object  committed  to  his  charge. 
It  IB  remarkable,  too,  that  thoughthey  were  all 
except  one  engaged  in  business  or  trade,  and 
though  they  had  the  same  calls  as  other  men 
for  innocent  recreation,  and  the  same  inter- 
ruptions of  thMr'  health,  there  were  indivi- 
duals, who  were  not  absent  more  than  five 
or  six  nmes  within  this  period.  In  the 
course  of  the  thirteen  months,  during  which 
they  had  exercised  this  public  trust,  they 
had  printed,  and  afterwards  distributed,  not 
at  random,  but  judiciously,  and  through 
respectable  channels,  (besides  twenty-six 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  re- 
ports, accounts  of  debates  in  parliament,  and 
other  small  papers,)  no  less  than  fifty-one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-two 
*    pamphlets,  or  books. 


